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LONDON: Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger has defended the club’s handling
of Santi Cazorla after it emerged that the
midfielder could miss a further three
months because of impending ankle sur-
gery.  The 31-year-old’s Achilles problem
had already sidelined the Spain interna-
tional for nine games. Wenger said last
week he hope Cazorla would be back in a
fortnight and there was further bad news
yesterday for the veteran French manager
when it was announced that full-back
Mathieu Debuchy could be out for six
weeks with a “severe” hamstring injury.

Asked if he had any regrets over
Arsenal’s treatment of Cazorla, Wenger
replied: “No I don’t because we always
liaise with Santi’s people and he is treated

the way we wanted him to be treated.
“It is always very sensitive. Bone inflam-

mation, you never know how long it will
last. For me it’s very bad news. You always
know the date of the surgery but never the
date where the player will play again.

“I always try to put absolutely every-
thing in place to avoid surgery because it
creates anxiety and rehab. When you can
avoid it, you have to avoid it.

“In this case, unfortunately we have
come to that conclusion. Now they tell me
that he will be out for two months at least
but two months can sometimes be three as
well. “What’s going wrong is that he has an
inflammation at the back of his foot.  The
anti-inflammatory injections have not got
rid of it. The surgeon decided to have an

exploratory surgery-that means open and
see what’s going on in there.”

Arsenal, currently three points adrift of
Premier League leaders and London rivals
Chelsea, do have alternative midfield
options in Francis Coquelin, Aaron Ramsey,
Mohamed Elneny and Granit Xhaka, with
Wenger saying he had no plans to seek a
replacement for Cazorla during the January
transfer window.

“Not really, no,” said Wenger. “In mid-
field we have many players. There are two
reasons-first of all we have the number and
the quality and secondly, in the January
transfer market, you will not necessarily
find a Cazorla, even if you wanted to.

“Santi is desperate to play football. He’s
only happy on the football pitch. I’ve spo-

ken to him, of course. He himself wants to
get out of that vicious circle of going out
and coming in again. He just wants to cure
it.” Debuchy injured his hamstring just 16
minutes into his comeback, the France
international in the XI that beat
Bournemouth 3-1 last weekend despite not
starting an Arsenal game in over a year. 

“It’s a severe hamstring injury. Six weeks
(out), I think,” said Wenger. “Look, it’s frus-
trating for me, but even more for him
because he fights very hard. He is a guy
who has exceptional attitude and is very
serious. “Overall, I think that he is absolute-
ly disappointed, but he is as well a fighter
and he will fight to come back,” added
Wenger ahead of Arsenal’s trip across
London to West Ham today. — AFP

Wenger defends Arsenal treatment of crocked Cazorla

No time to take foot 
off pedal, warns Coe

MONACO: The IAAF has the chance to distance itself from
“grotesque stories” of corruption when members vote Saturday
on a raft of revolutionary reforms drawn up by president
Sebastian Coe. Since Coe took office in August 2015, the IAAF has
been mired in the fall-out from disgraced predecessor Lamine
Diack, at the centre of a corruption scandal in which several for-
mer senior IAAF officials were found to have bribed Russian ath-
letes to keep quiet over positive doping tests. “Now is not the
time to take our foot off the pedal. We have a momentous oppor-
tunity on Saturday to restore credibility and pioneer a new era of
transparent and accountable sports administration,” Coe said.

“We are guardians, not owners of this sport and as such we
have an obligation to lay the right foundations for future genera-
tions who will sit in our places and compete in our events.”

Coe, whose proposals go before a Special Congress on
Saturday, added: “This is a pretty important week in the history of
our sport. Because I do not want us ever to return to the
grotesque stories that even over the last few days we have been
waking up to.” 

The latest revelations, coming as yet more athletes were
stripped of medals following re-tests dating back to 2008, saw
French newspaper Le Monde and German broadcaster ARD
report that the practice of covering up Russian anomalies was
more widespread than initially thought. Coe’s reforms, with a nod
to Diack’s abuse of the presidency, include stripping himself of
some powers, with the president and IAAF Council not allowed to
serve more than 12 years and with more checks put in place.

They also push for gender balance, handing athletes a greater
voice and crucially establishing an independent integrity unit
that would manage all anti-doping matters and be responsible
for greater intelligence gathering.

“This is a moment to be bold, not to be timid,” Coe said. “The
reforms create the strongest set of foundations upon which we
need to build new fans, create new formats, to find new partners
and frankly to create new and exciting events.

“We must engage with young people, we must find new fans -
and that sits at the heart of our strategy.” Coe needs the backing
of two-thirds of the 214 federations that will vote on Saturday to
get the proposals passed. “We must accept that the reputation of
the IAAF and athletics has been tarnished by events that came to
light a year ago,” Coe says in his ‘Time for Change’ manifesto. 

“We still have a lot of work to do to restore our reputation,
credibility and trust within our own sport and the wider world of
sport.”Coe seems to have wide support from athletes, Kenya’s
800m great David Rudisha saying: “Our sport has been going
through a lot of turbulence of late, one being the problems with
doping and there’s a lot that needs to be done.

“Fighting doping must be a collective of all people starting
with the citizen, athlete, manager, coaches and everyone who
loves sport. Only one body cannot fight and succeed in this
fight.” Norwegian Rune Andersen, currently head of the IAAF
Taskforce looking into steps Russia is taking in its anti-doping
fight, said the creation of the Athletics Integrity Unit was
“ground-breaking”.

“It strikes me that the new Integrity Unit could play a very
important role in future in speeding up the resolution of cases
and imposition of sanctions, and in helping the IAAF monitor and
guide the efforts of non-compliant national federations to bring
themselves back into compliance with the anti-doping and other
integrity requirements of IAAF members,” Andersen said. — AFP

LONDON: Nico Rosberg stunned Formula One yesterday with
the shock announcement that he was retiring only days after
achieving a lifetime ambition by winning his first world champi-
onship with Mercedes.

“From the moment when the destiny of the title was in my
own hands, the big pressure started and I began to think about
ending my racing career if I became world champion,” the
German said in a statement.

“On Sunday morning in Abu Dhabi, I knew that it could be my
last race and that feeling cleared my head before the start. I want-
ed to enjoy every part of the experience, knowing it might be the
last time,” the 31-year-old added.

The driver, who had given no previous indication of his inten-
tions, said he had made the decision the day after the title race.

Rosberg, who was due to attend the governing FIA’s gala
prize-giving in Vienna later on Friday along with team mate and
triple world champion Lewis Hamilton, did not say what he
planned to do next. He will leave with a record of 23 wins in 206
races - putting him equal 12th on the all-time lists with Brazilian
triple champion Nelson Piquet - and as only the second son of a
champion to take the title.

His Finnish father Keke was champion with Williams in 1982.
Nico Rosberg was also the first German driver to win the

Formula One title with a German car and team, and now becomes
the first champion to walk away without defending the title since
Frenchman Alain Prost in 1993. “Since 25 years in racing, it has
been my dream, my ‘one thing’ to become Formula One World

Champion. Through the hard work, the pain, the sacrifices, this
has been my target. And now I’ve made it,” he said. “I have
climbed my mountain, I am on the peak, so this feels right. My
strongest emotion right now is deep gratitude to everybody who
supported me to make that dream happen.”

HAMILTON RIVALRY
Rosberg’s battles with Hamilton, his boyhood friend and rival

in karting, have lit up the last couple of seasons - and provided
plenty of headlines - and he said that too had taken its toll.

“This season, I tell you, it was so damn tough,” said the man
who also partnered seven-times champion Michael Schumacher,
and beat him, in his early career at Mercedes.

“I pushed like crazy in every area after the disappointments of
the last two years; they fuelled my motivation to levels I had nev-
er experienced before. And of course that had an impact on the
ones I love too.” The Monaco-based German married his child-
hood sweetheart Vivian in 2014 and they had a daughter last
year. A devoted family man, Rosberg said his wife was the first
person to know his decision.

He acknowledged that his retirement had put his “racing fami-
ly” in a difficult position, although Hamilton will now be an even
stronger favourite to win his fourth title next season.

Rivals also will see a dream vacancy that every driver on the
starting grid would jump at if given the chance, Mercedes being
the most dominant team in the sport with 19 wins in 21 races this
season. — Reuters

Rosberg stuns Formula One 
with retirement bombshell

SOCHI: This file photo taken on May 01, 2016 shows Mercedes AMG Petronas F1 Team’s German driver Nico Rosberg cel-
ebrating on the podium after winning the Formula One Russian Grand Prix at the Sochi Autodrom circuit.  Nico Rosberg
announced yesterday shock retirement days after winning Formula One title. — AFP


