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UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon on Thursday apologized for
the first time to the people of Haiti for the
role played by the world body’s peace-
keepers in sparking a devastating cholera
epidemic in the country.

“On behalf of the United Nations, I
want to say very clearly we apologize to
the Haitian people,” he said three times-
in Haitian Creole, French and English-to
the UN General Assembly. “We simply
did not do enough with regards to the
cholera outbreak and its spread in Haiti,”
Ban said. “We are profoundly sorry for
our role.”

According to numerous independent
experts, cholera was introduced to Haiti
by infected Nepalese UN peacekeepers
sent to the Caribbean country after the
massive 2010 earthquake. Cholera, a dis-
ease that is transmitted through contam-
inated drinking water and causes acute
diarrhea, is a major challenge in a country
with poor sanitary conditions.

The cholera epidemic has claimed
more than 9,000 lives in Haiti, the most
impoverished country in the Americas,
and infected 800,000 people. The United
Nations reiterated its rejection of claims
that it is also legally responsible for the
damages from the health emergency.
“We do not change our basic legal posi-
tion,” UN Deputy Secretary-General Jan
Eliasson told reporters. 

Ban insisted the UN has “a moral
responsibility to act.” “This has cast a
shadow upon the relationship between
the United Nations and the people of
Haiti,” he said. “It is a blemish on the rep-
utation of UN peacekeeping.”

A ‘new approach’   
The UN chief also formally presented

the 193-nation General Assembly with a
“new approach,” a two-pronged program
to help the families of the cholera victims

and support the battle against the dis-
ease.  The UN hopes the new proposal
will raise $400 million over two years, but
funding for prior UN assistance to Haiti
has been slow to arrive. Ban urged donors
to finance the program. “On the scale of
global humanitarian and development
needs, limited sums are required to elimi-
nate cholera in Haiti,” he pleaded. “This
mission is realistic and doable. Cholera is a
treatable and preventable disease. It can
be controlled and eliminated.”

Since the outbreak of cholera in Haiti
and the ensuing accusations against the
UN peacekeepers, the United Nations has
steadfastly argued its missions enjoy
diplomatic immunity from prosecution.
That immunity has been upheld by US
courts in rejecting several lawsuits filed
by victims seeking millions of dollars in
damages for negligence.

To lift that immunity would jeopardize
UN peacekeeping operations, Eliasson
said. “This is a true apology,” he said,
adding that Ban “wanted to do it before
the end of his term” on December 31.

Philip Alston, UN special rapporteur

on extreme poverty and human rights,
said in an October report to the General
Assembly that the UN’s position “flouted
the applicable international law” and
“undermined the credibility of the organ-
ization.”

In August, the UN recognized for the
first time that it brought cholera to Haiti
and had a “moral responsibility” toward
the victims, promising material aid.

Two programs   
Ban confirmed Thursday that two pro-

grams were planned, each costing $200
million. One will strengthen the fight
against the epidemic, which resurged
after Hurricane Matthew devastated the
country in early October, and improve
the country’s sanitary infrastructure.

Some 72 percent of Haitians have no
toilets at home and 42 percent still lack
access to drinking water, the UN says.
The other program includes measures to
prioritize aid to cholera victims and their
families. It would support locally led proj-
ects, such as health care, micro-lending
and education financing. — AFP
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LES CAYES, Haiti: This file photo taken on October 15, 2016 shows UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visiting a shelter
in the Lycee Phillipe Guerrier. — AFP

PETERSHAM, Massachusetts:  A
Massachusetts woman whose horse
was injured in June says DNA testing
has confirmed that a mountain lion
visited her property.

The cats are rare in Massachusetts.
The state has confirmed just two
reports in the past 20 years. Anne
Marie Zukowski, of Petersham, tells
The Telegram & Gazette her horse suf-
fered two large gashes on its shoul-
der. State wildlife officials investigat-

ed and determined the horse was
injured when it scraped against a gate
latch, not in an animal attack.

Zukowski says she collected hair
and blood samples from a fence on
her property and sent it to Florida for
testing. The geneticist who did the
tests thinks the horse may have been
frightened by a mountain lion.

Police say there have been no
reported mountain lion sightings in
town. —AP

Massachusetts woman says DNA 
tests confirm mountain lion

Biggest tornado
outbreaks are

spawning more
twisters

WASHINGTON: The most extreme tornado outbreaks are
mysteriously spawning many more twisters than they did
decades ago, a new study claimed.

The once-every-five-years-or-so outbreak that might
have involved 12 tornadoes 50 years ago now has on
average about 20, said Columbia University applied
physics professor Michael Tippett, lead author of the
study in Thursday’s journal Science .

The study comes in the end of a year that has been on
track to have the fewest tornadoes on record, but is also
on the heels of the outbreak Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning that killed five people and injured
at least 46 in Alabama and Tennessee √¢¬Ä¬î precisely
the kind of outbreak Tippett studied.

As of now, there were 36 tornado reports Tuesday in
Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana, half of
them were the stronger type Tippett studied, said mete-
orologist Patrick Marsh of the National Weather Service’s
Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Oklahoma.

Tippett and colleagues looked at just the most
extreme outbreaks and tornadoes that are above the
minimal wind rating and found a steady uptick in the
biggest outbreaks since the mid-1960s. “Something’s
up,” Tippett said. “The tornadoes that do occur are occur-
ring in clusters. It’s not any increase in the (total) number
of tornadoes.”

Marsh said until Tuesday’s outbreak, there had been
830 tornadoes all year , which was below the previous
low for that date of 920. The normal number through late
November is closer to 1,300. While 2011 was one of the
busiest tornado years for the size of twisters that Tippett
studied, 2012 was one of the quietest, he said.

Unlike other spikes of extreme weather in recent
years, Tippett and colleagues could not find the finger-
prints of man-made global warming in the change. “It’s
not what we expected,” Tippett said. “Either it’s not cli-
mate change because not everything is, or it is some
aspect of climate change we don’t understand yet.”

Eight outside experts were split about whether the
study made sense. “This is really important step forward
in the detection in the change of frequency of occur-
rence of these events,” Stanford University professor
Noah Diffenbaugh said.

But some of the other scientists said improved report-
ing and urban sprawl increases the number of recent tor-
nadoes and negates some of the trend Tippett found.
They also disagree with the particular type of measure-
ments that Tippett used and some of his definitions. “It’s
a useful exercise,” said Oklahoma University meteorology
professor Howard Bluestein, “but I would be very, very
careful in accepting it.”—AP

ROSALIE, Alabama: In this Nov. 30, 2016, photo,
Gregg Jefferey, left, and his son Tyler help a family
friend clean up their business at Rosalie Plaza after a
possible tornado ripped through the town. — AP


