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WELLINGTON: Retired astronaut Buzz
Aldrin, the second man to walk on the
Moon, was recovering in a New Zealand
hospital yesterday after being medically
evacuated from the South Pole while on
a tourist trip, his management said.

Aldrin, 86, was “evacuated on the
first available flight out” after experienc-
ing health problems, said a statement
from Antarctic tour operator White
Desert. It said Aldrin-later found to have
fluid on his lungs-was flown out after his
“condition deteriorated”, describing the
move as “a precaution.”

An update on Aldrin’s website said
he was taken to Christchurch, New
Zealand, where he was receiving hospi-

tal treatment. “(He) currently has fluid in
his lungs but is responding well to
antibiotics and being kept in overnight
for observation,” it said. “His condition
is stable and his manager, who is cur-
rently with him, described him being in
good spirits.”

Aldrin’s management also tweeted a
photograph of the spaceman smiling
and looking alert in his hospital bed. His
illness in the remote frozen continent
sparked a 4,400 kilometer (2,700 mile)
mercy dash. First,  the US National
Science Foundation dispatched a
humanitarian medical flight to the
Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station. 

From there, another flight took

Aldrin to McMurdo Station on the
Antarctic coast,  and then to New
Zealand, where he arrived at 4:25 am
local time Friday. “After a grueling 24
hours we’re safe in New Zealand,” his
manager Christina Korp tweeted.

‘Here I come’    
In 1969, Aldrin and Neil Armstrong

became the first men to walk on the
Moon, as part of the Apollo 11 mission.
Armstrong stepped out of the lunar
module first, uttering the now famous
words, “That’s one small step for man,
one giant leap for mankind.” Aldrin, clad
in a bulky white spacesuit, hopped out
next. “Beautiful, beautiful. Magnificent
desolation,” Aldrin said on July 20, 1969. 

In recent years, he has authored
books for adults and children and advo-
cated establishing a permanent human
colony on Mars. Aldrin is an avid user of
Twitter, and tweeted in recent days
about his trip to the South Pole. “I could
be a little underdressed for Antarctica.
Although I tend to be hot blooded,” he
wrote on November 27, posting a pic-
ture of himself wearing a black and red
Mars shirt. “South Pole, here I come!” he
wrote a day later.

Born in Montclair, New Jersey on
January 20, 1930, Aldrin was educated
at the prestigious West Point military
academy in New York state.  He joined
the US Air Force and flew 66 combat
missions in the Korean War, shooting
down two enemy fighter jets. 

He earned a doctorate in astronau-
tics from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology,  and devised manned
space rendezvous techniques-an
orbital maneuver during which two
crafts dock in space-that were later
adopted by NASA.  — AFP
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Science panel urges
rewrite of food

allergy warning labels
WASHINGTON: “Made in the same factory as peanuts.” “May
contain traces of tree nuts.” A new report says the hodge-
podge of warnings that a food might accidentally contain a
troublesome ingredient is confusing to people with food aller-
gies, and calls for a makeover.

Foods made with allergy-prone ingredients such as
peanuts or eggs must be labeled so consumers with food
allergies know to avoid them. But what if a sugar cookie picks
up peanut butter from an improperly cleaned factory mixer?

Today’s precautionary labels about accidental contamina-
tion are voluntary, meaning there’s no way to know if foods
that don’t bear them should - or if wording such as “may con-
tain traces” signals a bigger threat than other warnings.

Wednesday, a report from the prestigious National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine said it’s
time for regulators and the food industry to clear consumer
confusion with labels that better reflect the level of risk.

Today, “there’s not any real way for allergic consumers to
evaluate risk,” said National Academies committee member
Stephen Taylor, a University of Nebraska food scientist. He
said research raises concern that consumers might simply
ignore the precautions, “essentially a form of playing Russian
roulette with your food.”

Food allergies are common and sometimes can trigger
reactions severe enough to kill. About 12 million Americans
have long been estimated to have food allergies, and scien-
tists question if they’re on the rise. But Wednesday’s National
Academies report found that while food allergies are a seri-
ous public health problem, no one knows exactly how many
people are affected - because that hasn’t been properly
studied, in either children or adults. The report urged gov-
ernment researchers to rapidly find out, a key first step in
learning whether allergies really are increasing and who’s
most likely to suffer.

The panel also recommended
Better informing new parents about allergy prevention.

Recent research has found that introducing potential allergy-
triggering foods such as peanut butter before age 1 is more
likely to protect at-risk children than the old advice to wait to
try those foods until tots are older.

Better education for consumers and health professionals
alike about the differences between true food allergies and
other disorders that people sometimes misinterpret as aller-
gies, such as lactose intolerance and gluten sensitivity.

Better training for restaurant workers, first responders and
others about helping people avoid foods they’re allergic to,
and how to treat severe allergic reactions with a quick jab of
the drug epinephrine, often sold as an EpiPen.

The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America welcomed
the recommendations as a “roadmap” of ways to improve the
lives of families with food allergies.

The labeling recommendation, if eventually adopted, could
mark a big change in how allergic consumers decide what
packaged foods are safe to eat.

The report said the Food and Drug Administration should
replace the “precautionary” label approach with one that’s
risk-based. The idea: Determine a safety level for different
allergens - just how much of a “trace” of peanuts or eggs or
milk could most people with allergies tolerate? The resulting
labeling would give consumers more information in deciding
if they’d take a chance on a food or not, said Taylor, who
pointed to a similar voluntary system in Australia and New
Zealand. — AP

IN SPACE: This NASA file photo taken on July 21, 1969 shows Apollo 11 space mission US astronaut Buzz Aldrin back
aboard the lunar module “Eagle” after spending more than 2-1/2 hours on the lunar surface. —AFP

WASHINGTON: This Nov 30, 2016, photo shows part of a
food label that states the product “may contain traces of
peanut and other tree nuts”. — AP

PARIS: France reported a severe case
of bird flu yesterday on a duck farm in
the southwest, another setback for
French poultry and foie gras exports
which were hit by a similar outbreak a
year ago. The H5N8 avian influenza
virus was confirmed at a farm in the
Tarn region, the agriculture ministry
said, days after the virus was detected
among wild birds in northern France
and following outbreaks in Europe
linked to migrating birds.

The H5N8 virus has never been
detected in humans, unlike some oth-
er strains, but it led to the culling of
millions of farm birds in Asia in 2014
before spreading to Europe. The new
case means France, the European
Union’s biggest poultry breeder, will

not be able to regain for now its inter-
national status as being free of the
highly pathogenic flu.

It had aimed to recover that status
on Dec. 3 had no further cases been
found, the ministry said in a state-
ment. Now it won’t be cleared for at
least another 90 days, delaying a
return to normal trade with countries
such as Japan that imposed blanket
bans on French poultry products dur-
ing the previous wave of outbreaks.
“The immediate consequence is
regarding the bird flu-free status,”
Marie-Pierre Pe, spokeswoman for
foie gras makers’ group CIFOG, said.
“This outbreak puts back by four
months the possible reopening of
trade barriers.” — Reuters
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