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SAN JOSE: Michael Phelps wants to dive
into Silicon Valley’s investment opportu-
nities as he tries to make the transition
from Olympic swimming star and prod-
uct pitchman to entrepreneur. “I would
love to get involved, whether it’s in a
couple little startups here and there,
take a little risk, have some fun and see
where it goes,” Phelps said in an inter-
view during a recent visit to San Jose,
California, while appearing at Intuit’s
QuickBooks software conference.

For now, Phelps isn’t providing any
details about what he is going to do,
though he says he has been getting
advice from venture capitalists and oth-
er experienced investors in Silicon Valley
startups.

Getting into tech investing would be
a new direction for Phelps, whose busi-
ness experience to date consists mostly

of his own line of swimwear and
endorsement deals with the likes of
Under Armour, Visa and Wheaties.

These and other big brands have
paid him an estimated $75 million dur-
ing his career. That’s far more than the
$1.65 million that he received from the
US Olympic Committee and Speedo for
winning a record 28 medals, including
23 golds, in five Olympics. He’s still pro-
moting products; he is currently doing
commercials for computer chipmaker
Intel in a campaign that began in
October.

Ready or not?
Whatever he does next, Phelps isn’t

ready to start his own investment fund,
like retired Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe
Bryant did earlier this year with entre-
preneur Jeff Stibel. And if Phelps has

ideas for founding a startup of his own,
he’s keeping them to himself.

Making the leap from pitchman to
businessman won’t be easy, said David
Carter,  executive director of the
University of Southern California’s
Marshall  Sports Business Institute.
“Athletes come and go and many talk a
big game, but they don’t follow
through,” he said. Phelps “is really going
to have commit to learning about busi-
ness and demonstrate his seriousness
about it.”

Other celebrities have ventured into
the tech industry in search of riches,
with decidedly mixed results.

Notable successes include rapper
and record producer Dr. Dre, who was
part of the founding team that sold
Beats to Apple for $3 billion 2014. Actor
Ashton Kutcher co-founded an invest-
ment fund in 2010 that made early
investments in startups such as the ride-
hailing service Uber, the home rental-
service Airbnb and the music streaming
service Spotify. The fund’s value had
soared to $250 million from $30 million,
based on a review of its books earlier
this year by Forbes magazine.

Among the flops: HJR Capital, a tech-
investment firm that collapsed in 2009,
a decade after former San Francisco
49er lineman Harris Barton founded it
and later enticed ex-teammates Joe
Montana and Ronnie Lott to join him. In
Rhode Island, former Boston Red Sox
pitcher Curt Schilling started a video
game company that went bankrupt in
2012.

Phelps is exploring ways to expand
his business ventures beyond a line of
swimwear and other clothing bearing
his “MP” logo. Other products are in the
pipeline for next year, though he won’t
say what.

“I am getting my feet wet,” Phelps
said with a grin. “2017 will be a big
year.”— AP

Wacky gifts for the

tech-savvy person

who has everything

NEW YORK: The latest technology can make for an easy
holiday gift, but when it comes to the ultra-tech-savvy peo-
ple in your life, finding a cool gadget they don’t already
own can be tough. Fear not! From “Star Wars”-themed
speakers to radiation-blocking boxer briefs, there’s a lot to
pick from for all the super geeks in your life. 

Death star levitating speaker
That’s no moon. It’s a $180 wireless speaker shaped like

the Death Star from “Star Wars.” It’s a little tricky to set up,
but once you get the Death Star positioned correctly over
its base, it floats in the air thanks to well-placed magnets
and a little help from the Force. The Death Star rotates with
a tap. The sound quality is pretty good, and the recharge-
able battery will give you five hours of sound. Just keep it
away from rebel fighter pilots. 

Anti-radiation underwear
It’s a Faraday cage for your, um, crown jewels.
Silver fibers woven into Spartan’s boxer briefs are

designed to block radiation from electronics. That’s good
news for men who might be worried about their laptops
spending too much time on their laps. But while recent
research has pointed to a possible link between radiation
from wireless devices and decreased sperm count, studies
are far from conclusive, so there’s no reason to panic just
yet. Until January, the underwear is available only on
Spartan’s website for about $45. 

D imaging
Got a friend with mice or termites in their house?
WalabotDIY is a 3-D-imaging tool that lets you see deep

into your walls. The device attaches to an Android phone
(sorry, iPhone users) and lets you see up to four inches
through drywall, cement and other materials, just like
Superman’s X-ray vision.

How? Sensors pick up heat from mice motion and ter-
mite nests. At a recent demonstration, heat from hiding
rodents could easily be seen in glowing red on a device
screen. The sensors also will let you know the depth and
location of pipes, wires and other objects to avoid if your
next home improvement project calls for drilling into your
walls. The WalabotDIY is available online for $200.

Lego phone cases
Ever wish your smartphone or tablet could keep your

fussy children entertained long after it runs out of battery?
Belkin’s Lego cases offer hands-on play, bringing new

meaning to the term “screen time.” The back sides are cov-
ered with those familiar Lego dots, giving kids something
to attach their creations to during long road trips and
painful visits to grandma’s house with no Wi-Fi. Of course,
they help protect the devices when dropped, too.

Cases are available for the iPhone 6 and 6S ($45), 6 Plus
and 6S Plus ($50), and the iPad Mini ($60). There’s no ver-
sion yet for the iPhone 7 or Android. Belkin makes these
under license from Lego, so they should work fine with
standard Lego bricks. — AP
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This photo provided by Plox shows the “Star Wars”
Death Star levitating bluetooth speaker. It’s a little
tricky to set up, but once you get the Death Star
positioned correctly over its base, it floats in the air
thanks to well-placed magnets and a little help from
“The Force.”. — AP

SAN JOSE: In this Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2016, photo, former Olympic swimmer
Michael Phelps poses for a portrait while attending the Quickbooks Connect
conference as a featured speaker. — AP

Nation’s largest

solar installer to

open Florida facility  

ORLANDO: The largest US solar panel
installer is moving into sunbaked
Florida’s residential market after vot-
ers last month rejected a uti l ity-
backed ballot measure that critics
said would make going solar more
expensive.

Tesla Motors subsidiary SolarCity
said Thursday it is opening an opera-
tions center near Orlando and plans to
spread into other areas of Florida. A
typical operations center employs
about 100 people. The company is hir-
ing for sales and installation jobs at its
Orlando area facility in Clermont.
SolarCity installs custom solar systems
that it leases to homeowners, and also
maintains and repairs them. In some
states, the company sells the power
generated by the panels directly to
consumers. But in Florida, the law
allows only utility companies to sell
power directly to consumers. — AP

SANTA ANA: A woman who created a
phony Facebook profile of her ex-
boyfriend in order to frame the
Southern California man for stalking
has been sentenced to a year in jail.

Stephani Lawson of Las Vegas was
sentenced Wednesday after pleading
guilty to perjury and false imprison-
ment. Prosecutors say Lawson waged
a campaign to get Tyler Parkervest of
Irvine, California, arrested last year
after the couple broke up.

City News Service says Lawson
filed eight police reports alleging
Parkervest made Facebook threats to
kill her and her daughter and at one
point held her in his car at knifepoint.
But prosecutors say Lawson l ied
about the attack and sent the threats
to herself. Parkervest was arrested
four times and charged with stalking,
kidnapping,  battery and making
threats. The charges were dropped
last month. — AP

Woman sentenced for trying 

to frame ex through Facebook  

CALIFORNIA: Reddit CEO Steve
Huffman has announced a plan to
crack down on the “most toxic users”
of a forum on the site used to discuss
President-elect Donald Trump.

Huffman writes in a post on the
link-sharing and discussion plat-

form that the actions being taken
against some users of a forum titled
“The_Donald” range from “warn-
ings to t imeouts to permanent
bans.” Some commenters in the
forum have repeatedly harassed
Huffman. — AP

Reddit cracks down on ‘most 

toxic users’ of pro-Trump forum


