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INDIANAPOLIS: President-elect Donald Trump arrives on December 1, 2016 at the airport ahead of a visit to
the Carrier air conditioning and heating company. — AFP 

NEW YORK: In the wake of Donald
Trump’s victory and the recent rise of
the white nationalist “alt-right,” a 150-
year-old racist group has been spread-
ing its wings: The Ku Klux Klan, which
today is planning its first post-election
rally. “Our membership grows by the
day,” said Gary Munker, who identifies
himself as a spokesman for the group.
The Klan, since its creation in 1866, has
called for a white and Christian
America; historically, it has resorted to
lynchings and racial violence as the
means to its end. 

Like the former KKK leader David
Duke, who supported Trump’s candida-
cy-and was eventually disavowed by
the New York billionaire-Munker says
he was drawn by the Republican candi-
date’s language, particularly his attacks
against immigrants and his talk of
deporting millions. The movement was
born in the devastated states of the
South in the immediate aftermath of
the Civil War, just three years after
President Abraham Lincoln ordered all
slaves in the South to be freed.  

Munker, wearing one of the group’s
emblematic hooded white robes,
claimed that his branch of the KKK-the
Loyal White Knights-has 700 members
on Long Island, where he lives, and an
additional 500 in the rest of New York
state. Munker, 36, who calls himself a
family man, said people were begin-
ning to “wake up” to what is happening
in the country. He said that he joined
the Loyal White Knights-one of 40 local
or regional groups making up the Klan-
five years ago after seeing his quiet and
“essentially white” neighborhood
change seemingly overnight with the

arrival of subsidized housing units and
a much more diverse population. 

No resurgence 
Munker, who was vague about his

full-time profession for fear he might
lose his job, is an active member of the
Klan: a native of a rural part of Long
Island, he regularly distributes tracts in
nearby cities in an effort to draw new
members. The last time he did this was
on November 17, in a parking lot in the
village of Patchogue, which entered the
dark annals of American racism after a
group of high school students taunted
and punched and then murdered an
Ecuadoran immigrant in 2008. 

The discovery of Munker’s leaflets
prompted some 200 local residents to
organize a rally against racism the fol-
lowing Sunday. Far from the killings or
the burning crosses that made the
Klan’s grim reputation, leafleting is now
the Klan’s chief activity in 14 states and
“gives them an extensive geographical
reach,” said Carla Hill, an investigative
researcher with the Center on
Extremism of the Anti-Defamation
League, the Jewish group dedicated to
fighting intolerance.

The latest available data, she said,
does not point to a resurgence of the
movement, whatever Gary Munker
might say: 74 instances of KKK leaflet-
ing have been counted so far this year,
compared to 86 in 2015. The Loyal
White Knights have announced plans
for a rally Saturday in North Carolina,
without confirming the exact time or
place. But even if it does take place,
Carla Hill said, it is unlikely to attract
much more of a crowd than the Klan’s

last several demonstrations, which
rarely drew more than a few dozen par-
ticipants.

‘Political space’ 
For Mark Potok, a specialist at the

Southern Poverty Law Center, which
monitors extremism in the US, even if
so-called white nationalism has undeni-
ably gained prominence since the
arrival of Barack Obama as the first black
US president, the movement appears
unlikely to take on significant momen-
tum. Klan membership is no more than
6,000 today, he noted, compared to
40,000 in the 1960s and several million
in the 1920s. Still, proponents of white
superiority feel that Trump’s election
has given them “a political space to
present their views as legitimate,” Potok
said, adding that “they have not been
taken that seriously in 50 years.” 

Thus, a conference November 20 in
the federally owned Ronald Reagan
Building in Washington gathered some
250 white supremacists, some of whom
raised their arms in a Nazi-like salute to
their far-right leader Richard Spencer-
and to Trump’s victory. But these “intel-
lectual” extremists, who refer to their
movement as the alt-right,” “look down
on the Klan,” Potok said. 

For the Klan, with its dark history of
violence, “can’t make the claim like
Richard Spencer that ‘we are standing
up for the rights of white people (but)
we don’t hate anybody,’” said Potok.
But Munker said he mistrusts the
smooth talkers of the alt-right: “We are
Christians (while) they let anybody in-
and just that makes me wonder about
their integrity,” he said. — AFP 

Ku Klux Klan embraces Trump, 

but resurgence seems unlikely

‘Our membership grows by the day’ Colombia embarks 

on peace challenge

BOGOTA: After pushing a revised peace deal with the
FARC rebel group through Congress, Colombian President
Juan Manuel Santos got down to a far bigger challenge
Thursday: implementing it. The lower house’s unanimous
vote in favor of the deal set off a countdown to end a con-
flict that has burned for over half a century and killed more
than 260,000 people.

“Today we can say the war has officially ended,” Santos
said in a speech. “We all have to continue making sacrifices,
but I hope we will do so together.” Interior Minister Juan
Fernando Cristo told a news conference that Colombia
now faces “an enormous challenge” to implement the
accord. Within five days, the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia, or FARC, must begin demobilizing and sur-
rendering their weapons. Under the deal, the process must
be complete within six months. The FARC will relaunch as a
political party. The next step, Cristo said, would be to pres-
ent Congress with an amnesty for FARC members-the most
contested part of the accord.

Santos, who won this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, said “D-
Day begins” on Thursday. The delicate transition to peace
will take place amid bitter opposition to the deal, which
Santos’s rivals say is too soft on the leftist guerrillas. Voters
rejected an earlier version of the deal in a referendum last
month. That sent peace negotiators back to the drawing
board after nearly four years of talks. Rather than risk a sec-
ond referendum, the government and rebels decided to
have the revised deal ratified in Congress. Opponents say
the new version includes only token changes. The deal
passed unanimously in both houses of Congress, where
Santos has a majority. His top opponent, former president
Alvaro Uribe, led a walkout by his right-wing party, the
Democratic Center.

“How is the Congress going to approve what the
Colombian people rejected?” Oscar Ivan Zuloaga, a former
presidential candidate for Uribe’s party, said during the
House debate. Uribe and his allies argue the deal grants
impunity to rebels guilty of war crimes, giving them seats
in Congress rather than sending them to jail. — AFP 

Trump’s tour begins 

with low-key crowd

CINCINNATI: For the first event on his post-election “thank
you” tour, US President-elect Donald Trump on Thursday
drew a crowd of several thousand people to a Cincinnati are-
na-but perhaps one that lacked the fervor seen at his cam-
paign rallies. The US Bank Arena in the Ohio city has a capaci-
ty of more than 17,000, but on Thursday night before the
Republican billionaire was due to take the stage with running
mate Mike Pence, about half the seats were empty.

On October 13, a few weeks before Election Day, enthusi-
astic Trump supporters packed the arena — 21,000 of them,
according to the president-elect himself at the time. “It’s cold
outside,” said Tim Smolinski, a 63-year-old semi-retired aero-
space engineer, who had no trouble finding a good seat
along with his wife.

Other attendees said huge traffic jams and sealed-off roads
near the venue home to the minor league Cincinnati Cyclones
ice hockey team-could explain why the arena was not full.
Throughout the presidential campaign, which ended with
Trump’s November 8 victory over Democrat Hillary Clinton,
the Manhattan property mogul drew huge enthusiastic
crowds. But on Thursday, there was no wait at the security
checkpoint to enter-and also no lines at the concession
stands.

Those present nevertheless were thrilled that the 70-year-
old Trump has undertaken what is essentially a victory tour-an
unusual step for a newly elected president-in the key swing
states that handed him the presidency. “I think it’s just excit-
ing that he even wants to spend the time to acknowledge the
people that brought him to the place that he is,” said 71-year-
old Terry Babic, 71, who said he is retired but still does radio
broadcasting.

Babic said he and his wife drove five hours from Cleveland
just to attend. The Trump supporters in attendance said that
so far, the president-elect had met their expectations during
the transition period before he succeeds Barack Obama on
January 20, despite media reports of tensions and hiccups in
the process. — AFP 


