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PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain hotshot Edinson Cavani bagged
his 100th goal for the club in a 2-0 win over Angers on
Wednesday to keep the reigning Ligue 1 champions on the
heels of leaders Nice. Cavani scored from the spot, adding to
Thiago Silva’s opener to round off a win for the Parisians, who
trail Nice by a solitary point after the Cote d’Azur table-top-
pers handed Guingamp a first home defeat.

Uruguayan Cavani’s big moment came after Hatem Ben
Arfa strode forward on a mazy run only to be brought down
by Romain Thomas. The goal machine, having made it 19
goals in 18 matches so far this season, promptly earned a
booking for taking off his shirt to reveal a T-shirt slogan pay-
ing homage to Brazilian side Chapecoense, the club decimat-
ed by an air crash in Colombia.

Cavani joined PSG from Napoli in 2013 for a French record
fee of 64 million euros ($67.8m) and now is the club’s fourth
top goalscorer-now just one adrift of Dominique Rocheteau.
Out in front with 156 is Zlatan Ibrahimovic, who left for
Manchester United last summer.

“It was a very important match, for the three points, for the
table because we were at home and it was important to be
strong for the fans,” said PSG coach Unai Emery. “Against a
very defensively compact team, we put in a solid perform-
ance.” Moroccan Younes Belhanda bagged the only goal for
Nice, this season’s surprise package, in the fifth minute with a
sumptuous strike from the edge of the box. Nice won in the
absence of the injured Mario Balotelli, who has a calf problem.
The southerners badly missed Balotelli in their weekend draw
with Bastia but on loan Dynamo Kiev star Belhanda’s effort
was enough to drag them over the line, to the relief of coach
Lucien Favre.

‘Very tough’ 
“We knew it would be tough to take the points here,” said

Favre. “Having got the first goal we didn’t manage to get to 2-
0. If you don’t then you have to hold on to what you have-and
we did that. “Everyone must pull together. There is a fine mar-
gin between success and failure.” Nice will meet PSG just
before the Christmas break and Favre said that encounter
would be crucial-albeit they are not looking that far ahead.

“If we take the three points in that one then all well and
good. (But) beforehand we have Toulouse, who are a tough
opponent. May I remind you they are the only side to have
beaten both Paris SG and Monaco, so that will be a big
match.” Monaco, through at the expense of Tottenham to the
last 16 of the Champions League, are third, three points off
the pace, following their 1-1 draw Tuesday at Dijon.

Lyon stormed into fourth place albeit eight points behind
Monaco, with a crushing 6-0 win at hapless Nantes, the eight-
times champions, who suffered their worst top flight home
reverse. Nantes are second bottom and staring the drop in the
face after an eighth league defeat in 15 games left only
Lorient below them.  Nantes coach Rene Girard is hanging
onto his job after the Canaries were outclassed with Lyon
scoring at will through Corentin Tolisso, an Alex Lacazette
penalty, Maxime Gonalons, Mathieu Valbuena, Mouctar
Diakhaby and Nabil Fekir.  Marseille stay in midtable after a
goalless draw at Saint Etienne in a battle of fallen giants while
Bordeaux drew 1-1 at Bastaia, enough to stay in fifth spot
ahead of Rennes on goal difference. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Zlatan Ibrahimovic
and Anthony Martial scored twice as
Manchester United crushed West Ham
United 4-1 in the League Cup quarter-
finals on Wednesday, while Arsenal
were humbled by Southampton.

United manager Jose Mourinho
served a one-game touchline ban
after his dismissal for kicking a water
bottle during Sunday’s 1-1 Premier
League draw against West Ham, but
his absence had no il l-effects.
Ibrahimovic put United ahead in the
second minute and although Ashley
Fletcher equalised, Martial’s second-
half brace restored the hosts’ control
before the Swede added a fourth goal
in added time.  “After the West Ham
goal we had 10 minutes where we felt
it deeply. West Ham’s first shot, they
equalise,” said Mourinho, who has
overseen United’s worst start to a top-
flight season since 1989.

“But in the second half we got the
confidence to play and play beautiful,
attacking football. “Goals plus per-
formance means the real happiness.”
United will play Hull City in the two-
legged semi-finals,  while
Southampton’s reward for winning 2-
0 at the Emirates Stadium was a last-
four encounter with Jurgen Klopp’s
Liverpool.

The game at Old Trafford notably
saw Bastian Schweinsteiger make his
first appearance of the season for
United as a late substitute.  The for-
mer Germany captain has only
recently returned to the first-team

squad after  being frozen out by
Mourinho and received a huge ova-
tion as he came on.

West Ham had needed less than
two minutes to take the lead in
Sunday’s game, but on this occasion
United were the early birds.  Wayne
Rooney’s clever reverse pass picked
out the advancing Henrikh
Mkhitaryan and the Armenian’s alert
back-heel freed Ibrahimovic to lift the
ball past West Ham goalkeeper
Adrian.

West Ham leveled in the 35th
minute with a bolt from the blue as
David de Gea spilled Dimitri Payet’s
shot and former United youngster
Fletcher tucked in his first senior goal
in front of the Stretford End.
Fortunately for United, they started
the second half as sharply as they had
attacked the first, a move down the
right culminating in Mkhitaryan squar-
ing for Martial to sweep home.

Rooney ban 
West Ham’s cause was not helped

by the fact they lost both wing-backs,
Aaron Cresswell and Michail Antonio
to injury, and in the 62nd minute they
found themselves 3-1 down.
Ibrahimovic was the architect with a
fine pass down the inside-right chan-
nel for Antonio Valencia, whose cross
was tapped in by Martial.  Ibrahimovic
doubled his tally in the 93rd minute,
slotting in Ander Herrera’s low cross
from the left. The only source of regret
for United was a booking for Rooney

that rules him out of Sunday’s trip to
Everton, nixing his hopes of scoring a
club record-equaling 249th goal
against his old side. 

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
had been hoping to win the competi-
tion for the first time, but instead his
decision to make 10 changes back-
fired as Southampton ended his side’s
19-game unbeaten run.  Dutch mid-
fielder Jordy Clasie’s blistering drive
put Southampton ahead in the 13th
minute.

England left-back Ryan Bertrand
added a second seven minutes before
half-time, gathering Sofiane Boufal’s
pass and rifling a shot into the bottom
corner. “I enjoy this win for all of the
squad and for the fans, because it’s a
good answer to keep all of our possi-
bilities in every competition,” said
Southampton manager Claude Puel.

“We played a very good game and
to qualify for the next round is very
important. We now get to play in a
semi-final and that’s great for the play-
ers.” Mohamed Elneny was the only
player to have kept his place from
Arsenal’s 3-1 win over Bournemouth
on Sunday, but he succumbed to ill-
ness before half-time and was
replaced by Granit Xhaka. It was
Arsenal’s first defeat since a 4-3 loss at
home to Liverpool on the opening
weekend of the Premier League sea-
son.  “We didn’t have enough urgency
in the first half,” said Wenger. “We
were weak in some departments and
we paid for that.” — AFP 

Nice in pole as
100 goals Cavani

keeps PSG in hunt

PARIS: PSG’s Thiago Silva, left, Lucas, center, wears the
Brazilian National flag in memory of the soccer team
Chapecoense who died in a plane crash and Jese
Rodriguez acknowledges applauses after defeating
Angers 2-0 during a French League One at Parc des
Princes stadium. — AP 

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Anthony Martial, centre, celebrates after scoring his sides 3rd goal and his second of
the game during the English League Cup quarterfinal soccer match between Manchester United and West Ham United at
Old Trafford. — AP 

Ibra, Martial see Man United  
through, arsenal crash out


