
LOS ANGELES: Former champions
Georges St Pierre, Cain Velasquez and TJ
Dillashaw are taking on the UFC in an
attempt to form a mixed martial arts
fighters association. Current UFC fight-
ers Donald “Cowboy” Cerrone and Tim
Kennedy also announced their participa-
tion Wednesday in an organizing effort
led by the five fighters and advised by
Bjorn Rebney, the former CEO of
Bellator.

The fighters hope to persuade the
rest of the UFC’s talent to join them in
unified negotiation for a greater per-
centage of revenue from the UFC. The
promotion was sold to the WME-IMG
entertainment conglomerate earlier this
year for roughly $4 billion, an unprece-
dented price for a sports property.

“This is a different kind of fight,” St
Pierre said. “Even though you’re afraid,
it’s time to step up and do the right
thing. It’s a fight (between) what is right
and what is wrong, and we should never
be afraid to stand for the virtues, to
stand for what is right.” The Mixed
Martial Arts Athletes Association is the
latest attempt to organize fighters in a
famously individualistic sport into a col-
lective bargaining unit. Kennedy, St
Pierre and Rebney all spoke passionately
about the need to level the playing field
between the UFC and its fighters, who
are independent contractors.

“These athletes are risking more for
less than any professional athletes on
earth,” Rebney said. “They are paid
pennies on the dollar.” Rebney also
described the UFC as “an egregious,
predatory monopoly” and vowed to
secure an unspecified set of benefits

for former UFC fighters as part of a
settlement for the promotion’s past
revenue-sharing practices, in addition
to improved conditions for current
fighters.

Big stars 
Other attempts at a fighters’ organi-

zation in recent years have made little
headway or are only in their initial
stages, but St Pierre and Velasquez are
the biggest stars to join an effort. St
Pierre reigned as the UFC’s welterweight
champion and one of its top pay-per-
view draws from 2007-13, while
Velasquez has won the UFC heavy-

weight belt twice during an injury-
plagued career.

St Pierre hasn’t fought in three years,
but has publicly claimed he is consider-
ing a comeback. He has become increas-
ingly antagonistic toward the UFC dur-
ing his retirement, even claiming to be a
free agent earlier this year when he
announced tentative plans to fight
again. “I know agents will be threatened
by UFC, and they’ll try to convince their
fighters that it’s a bad idea to join us,” St.
Pierre said. “I know, because I’ve been
there before. I don’t have to work anoth-
er day in my life, but I want to change
things for the right.” —AP 
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MLB players and

owners reach

labor agreement

IRVING: Baseball players and owners reached a tentative
agreement Wednesday on a five-year labor contract that
will extend the sport’s industrial peace to 26 years. After
days of near round-the-clock talks, negotiators reached a
verbal agreement about 3-1/2 hours before the expira-
tion of the current pact. Then they worked to draft a
memorandum of understanding, which must be ratified
by both sides. “Happy it’s done, and baseball is back on,”
Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Brandon McCarthy said.

One key issue was the level of ‘luxury tax’ which is a
tax paid by teams that exceed a set level of salary pay-
ments; effectively operating as a soft salary cap. As part
of the new deal, the level at which the luxury tax kicks in
rises from $189 million this year to $195 million next
year, $197 million in 2018, $206 million in 2019, $209
million in 2020 and $210 million in 2021, a person famil-
iar with the agreement told The Associated Press. The
person spoke on condition of anonymity because the
deal had not yet been signed.

Teams that exceed those amounts must pay a per-
centage of the amount by which they go over. The rate
will increase from the current 17.5 percent to 20 percent
of excess payments for first offenders, remain at 30 per-
cent for second offenders and rise from 40 percent to 50
percent for third offenders. There is a new surtax of 12
percent for teams $20 million to $40 million above the
threshold, 42.5 percent for first offenders more than $40
million above the threshold and 45 percent for subse-
quent offenders more than $40 million above.

A player can receive a free-agent qualifying offer
only once in his career and will have 10 days to consid-
er it, instead of seven. A club signing a player who
failed to accept a qualifying offer would lose its third-
highest amateur draft pick if it is a revenue-sharing
receiver, its second- and fifth-highest picks (plus a loss
of $1 million in its international draft pool) if it pays lux-
ury tax for the just-ended season, and its second-high-
est pick (plus $500,000 in the international draft pool) if
it is any other team.

A club losing a free agent who declined a qualifying
offer would receive an extra selection after the first
round of the next draft if the player signed a contract for
$50 million or more and after the competitive balance B
round if under $50 million. However, if that team pays
luxury tax, the extra draft pick would drop to after the
fourth round.

Among other details
For a team $40 million or more in excess of the luxury

tax threshold, its highest selection in the next amateur
draft will drop 10 places. There will not be an internation-
al draft of amateurs residing outside the US, Puerto Rico
and Canada, but there will be a hard cap on each team’s
annual bonus pool for those players, starting at $4.75 mil-
lion for the signing period that starts next July 2.

There is no change to limits on active rosters, which
remain at 25 for most of the season and 40 from Sept 1
on. The regular season will lengthen from 183 days to
187 starting in 2018, creating four more scheduled off
days. There are additional limitations on the start time of
night games on getaway days.

The minimum salary rises from $507,500 to $535,000
next year, $545,000 in 2018 and $555,000 in 2019, with
cost-of-living increases the following two years; the
minor league minimum for a player appearing on the 40-
man roster for at least the second time goes up from
$82,700 to $86,500 next year, $88,000 in 2018 and
$89,500 in 2019, followed by cost-of-living raises.

As part of the drug agreement, there will be increased
testing, players will not be credited with major league
service time during suspensions, and biomarker testing
for HGH will begin next year. Baseball had eight work
stoppages from 1972-95, the last a 7 1/2-month strike in
1994-95 that led to the first cancellation of the World
Series in 90 years. The 2002 agreement was reached
after players authorized a strike and about 3 1/2 hours
before the first game that would have been impacted by
a walkout. — AP 

NASSAU, Bahamas: World top-10 rivals
to Tiger Woods said Wednesday they
expect the 14-time major winner needs
time and patience before there’s any
chance he regains the form that made
him a legend. Woods ends the longest
layoff of his career after nearly 16
months in Thursday’s opening round of
the Hero World Challenge, an 18-player
invitational featuring six top-10 players.
Number eight Patrick Reed will tee off
alongside US compatriot Woods at noon
(1700 GMT).

“I’m really excited for golf to have
Tiger back and to have that honor, it’s
going to be awesome. I’m looking for-
ward to it. It should be fun,” Reed said.
“I still want to beat him. Tiger still wants
to beat me. I want him to play well not
only for the game of golf, I want him to
play well for him. But at the same time
you’re out there trying to win a golf
tournament.”

The 72-hole showdown at 7,303-yard
Albany Golf Club in the Bahamas is the
first competitive event for Woods in 466
days, since finishing 10th at Greensboro
in August 2015 and undergoing back
surgery twice in the weeks that fol-
lowed. “This is a perfect week for him to
come back being fully healthy,” two-
time major winner Jordan Spieth said.
“Less people are out there watching. He
can play quickly. He’s playing around a
lot of people he knows on a place he’s

familiar with.” But fifth-ranked Spieth
warned that Woods will not challenge
for major titles instantly.

“I think he has accepted the fact he
will be patient,” Spieth said. “Like any-
body that takes off a year and a half,
you don’t just come back and expect
anything. It’s going to take a little time.
“I just hope everyone gives him time. I
hope he has the time to fall  into a
rhythm and just get enough tourna-
ments where he can build up that.”

Just the hope of seeing Woods on
form again has created a buzz in the
wealthy Caribbean enclave. “He’s still
just turning every head,” Spieth said.
“He’s very excited, seems very confi-
dent. We all hope for many reasons that
he comes back fully healthy and his
game’s fully back.”

‘See if you can YE Yang it’ 
One of those reasons is to do what

South Korean Yang Yong-Eun did at the
2009 PGA Championship, outplaying
Woods over the last 18 holes for a major
crown. “It was a dream for all of us
young guys to one day grow up and
battle Tiger on a Sunday when he was
playing his best,” Spieth said. “And see if
you can YE Yang it, see if you can pull off
a shot where you can take him down.”

Reigning British Open champion
Henrik Stenson, the world number four
from Sweden, said Woods, who turns 41

in a month, might never match the glo-
ry days of his 2000-2001 Tiger Slam. “I
think it would be hard, where golf is at
right now, to be as dominant as Tiger
was even if Tiger were now to play as
good as he did in 2000,” Stenson said.
“The main thing is that his back is in
good shape and he’s healthy.”

If anybody can it’s Tiger 
Stenson, however, isn’t ready to

write off more magic from 898th-
ranked Woods, whose 79 career PGA
titles are three shy of Sam Snead’s all-
time record. “He has been out of com-
petitiveness for quite some time so it
might be a little while before you find
your bearings again,” Stenson said. “But
he has done some remarkable things
throughout his career and if there’s
someone that can jump right back up
and play some great golf again, that
would be him.”

Third-ranked Dustin Johnson, the
reigning US Open champion, won’t rule
out anything where Woods is con-
cerned. “When he was at his peak, he
was very impressive. Wouldn’t surprise
me if he got back to, I don’t know about
quite that caliber, but who knows,”
Johnson said. “He has been working
very hard at it, so I expect him to play
pretty well.  Whether he’ll win or not,
that’s a whole different feat. I predict
he’ll do pretty well.” — AFP 

Rivals expect Tiger will need patience 

QUEBEC CITY: In this Dec 13, 2013, file photo, UFC fighter Georges St
Pierre gestures as he announces a pause in his fighting career during a
news conference. — AP  
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