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BEIJING: China’s hugely popular social
media app WeChat operates different cen-
sorship systems for Chinese- and overseas-
based users, a research group found,
applying the Communist country’s rules to
mainland-registered accounts even when
their owners are abroad. 

WeChat, known as Weixin in China, is
the world’s fourth most popular social
media platform, according to the
University of Toronto’s Citizen Lab, with

806 million monthly active users. More
than just a chat application, it offers pay-
ment, ride-hailing and other services, and
owner Tencent has ambitions to spread it
far beyond its home country.

In China, Communist authorities censor
online content they deem politically sensi-
tive, while blocking some Western web-
sites and the services of Internet giants
including Facebook, Twitter and Google
with a vast control network dubbed the

Great Firewall of China. WeChat censors
content for all  users registered with
Chinese phone numbers, Citizen Lab
found, even if they travel overseas or
switch to an international number.
Censorship for accounts tied to overseas
numbers was limited to the intermittent
blocking of gambling or porn-related con-
tent within the app’s internal browser.  

“WeChat has seemingly created a ‘One
App, Two Systems’ model for censorship,”

said the report, posted on the group’s
website Wednesday.  

Foreign companies such as LinkedIn
have agreed to censor their content in
exchange for access to the world’s second-
largest economy and most populous coun-
try, a potentially lucrative market.
Facebook, banned on the mainland since
2009, has reportedly built a software tool
for geographically censoring posts as it
seeks access. — AFP

‘One app, two systems’ for China app censorship

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia will hold
polls soon, embattled Prime Minister
Najib Razak said yesterday, vowing “to
fight until the death” and showing no
sign of succumbing to calls to quit over
a massive financial scandal. It was the
first time the Malaysian leader has sig-
naled he may bring forward polls not
due until mid-2018, as he addressed the
annual assembly of his ruling United
Malays National Organisation (UMNO)
and called for party unity. “I know, many
can feel the heat ... and are waiting for
directions to battle in the polls that will
be held soon,” he said. Speaking to
some 2,600 delegates of UMNO, which
represents the Malay heartland whose
support is crucial for any Malaysian
leader, Najib promised to uphold Islam
and protect the community’s interests.

The party has been in power ever
since independence in 1957 and its
annual gathering is the country’s most
closely watched political event. “God
willing, we will fight until the death and
until the last drop of blood,” Najib told
delegates, who had earlier greeted him
with enthusiastic applause, signaling
their support for his leadership. “Please
realise my (Malay) race, do not falter for
a moment as we are facing unprece-
dented challenges,” he added. Ruslee
Bedol, a delegate from southern Johor

state, told AFP that UMNO had already
started preparing for a vote and said
“we expect elections in the next six
months.”  UMNO has dominated multi-
cultural Malaysia for decades, enshrin-
ing policies that favour the Malay major-
ity. But the large ethnic Chinese minori-
ty and a new generation of other voters
have flocked to the opposition in dis-
gust over racial politics and persistent
accusations of corruption and demo-
cratic abuses. But since former opposi-
tion leader Anwar Ibrahim was jailed in
2015 on sodomy charges, the political
opposition has fractured.

Malay ‘nightmare’
Najib warned his Malay-Muslim voter

base that if the opposition won the elec-
tion it would be a “nightmare” for rural
Malays, who are largely dependent on
government handouts. Najib is holding
on to power despite damaging allega-
tions he took part in the alleged looting
of billions in state fund 1MDB. Najib, 63,
and 1MDB deny wrongdoing. The
UMNO gathering comes just two weeks
after some 20,000 people took to the
streets in the capital, demanding Najib’s
resignation. His position in the party and
grip on power is said to be strong as he
is backed by most of the 191 powerful
UMNO division chiefs.

Few expect him to quit or be top-
pled. “He may see that relinquishing
power would enable his opponents to
go after him. So it makes more sense to
stay on,” Chong Ja Ian, a political analyst
from the National University of
Singapore, told AFP. Najib has also
purged the party of critics over the
1MDB scandal, which he mentioned
only once in his speech. He fired his
deputy Muhyiddin Yassin last year after
being criticized over the 1MDB scandal,
shook up his cabinet and surrounded
himself with party loyalists.  Malaysia
has been seized since last year by the
financial fiasco, which has sparked
investigations in several countries. 

The US Justice Department-which
has filed lawsuits to seize assets it says
were purchased with stolen 1MDB mon-
ey-says the fund was pillaged in an
audacious campaign of fraud and theft
that involved an unnamed top
Malaysian official. A Malaysian Cabinet
official has since admitted that individ-
ual was Najib.  Najib singled-out his
fiercest critic, former premier Mahathir
Mohamad, who has been campaigning
for his ouster, calling him “a traitor”. But
analyst Chong said even Mahathir, who
has a strong local following, was not
able “to present a serious obstacle to
Najib.” — AFP 

Malaysia PM targets snap 
poll, vows fight to death
Najib warns of ‘nightmares’ if ruling party loses power

KUALA LUMPUR : Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak (second left) inspects a ceremonial guard of honor during the
annual congress of his ruling party, the United Malays National Organization (UMNO) yesterday. — AFP 

Chinese bishop 
excommunicated 
by Vatican takes

part in ordination
CHENGDU, China: A Chinese Catholic bishop excommunicat-
ed by the Vatican took part in the ordination of a new bishop
in China on Wednesday, a move that some experts said could
complicate Pope Francis’ drive to heal a decades-old rift with
the Communist government in Beijing. The ordination of the
new Chinese bishop, which was witnessed by a Reuters
reporter, took place under heavy security at the cathedral in
the southwestern city of Chengdu. It was cordoned off from
the general public by dozens of police officers. About 200
people attended the ceremony. Lei Shiyin, the government-
backed bishop of Leshan in Sichuan province where Chengdu
is also located, was ordained in China in June 2011 without
Rome’s blessing, at a time of heightened tensions between
the Vatican and Beijing.

He was excommunicated by the Vatican for accepting an
appointment to become a bishop without papal approval, the
harshest punishment that can be imposed on a Catholic and
which involves exclusion from sacraments. Under Catholic
church law, excommunicated clergy cannot actively partici-
pate in liturgical acts such as an ordination. The Vatican did
not have any immediate comment on the ceremony. Lei could
not be reached for comment. The Chinese Catholic Patriotic
Association, a CommunistParty-controlled body that governs
the Catholic community in China and is not recognised by the
Vatican, declined to comment yesterday.

After several rounds of secret talks, Vatican delegates and
Chinese government officials have hammered out a draft
agreement on how to select and appoint new bishops in
China, Reuters reported earlier this year. Vatican officials had
been hoping to sign a deal as early as this year in an effort to
unite Chinese Catholics, split between a church that functions
openly and is controlled by the party and an underground
church that swears allegiance solely to the pope.

The direct involvement of Lei in the ordination in Chengdu
could be seen by the Vatican as an act of defiance and risks
derailing the talks, experts said. Lei took an active part in the
ordination ceremony, circling the new bishop, Tang Yuange,
and holding his hand out over Tang’s head. This is called the
“laying of hands” and is one of the most sacred parts of the
ordination ceremony. 

“This will make a deal between China and the Vatican on
appointment and ordination of future bishops more difficult,”
said Meixiu Wang, a Beijing-based Chinese scholar who focus-
es on Sino-Catholic relations.

Still ,  Francis Yan, a Rome-based Chinese Catholic
researcher, said Rome’s priority right now was to avoid further
ordinations it considers illegitimate and that the “shadow of
Chengdu can be overcome”. He noted both sides were making
an effort to increase the dialogue. The selection and ordination
of bishops is the focus of current talks between the two sides,
which have been at odds since the expulsion of foreign mis-
sionaries from China after the Communists took power in 1949.

A resolution of the dispute over the ordination of bishops
would lessen the possibility of a formal split within the
Catholic Church in China, Vatican and Catholic sources say.
The Chinese Communist government says bishops have to be
appointed by the local Chinese Catholic community and
refuses to accept the authority of the pope, whom it sees as
the head of a foreign state that has no right to meddle in
Beijing’s affairs. “If Lei was there, this means the government
still has the upper hand” on Catholic matters in China, said
Rachel Zhu, a professor of religious studies at the Fudan
University who focuses on Chinese Catholicism. — Reuters


