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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump promised
to “drain the swamp” in the nation’s capital.
Instead, he’s diving right in. So far, the pres-
ident-elect is tapping people with deep ties
to Washington and Wall Street as he fills
out his Cabinet, turning to two power cen-
ters he vilified as greedy, corrupt and out of
touch with Americans during his White
House campaign. His choices have won
praise from Republicans relieved by his
more conventional choices, but could risk
angering voters who rallied behind his calls
for upending the political system.

Two of Trump’s early picks are wealthy
financial industry insiders with ties to the
kinds of institutions he railed against as a
candidate. Elaine Chao, his choice for trans-
portation secretary and an accomplished
political figure in her own right, is married
to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell
- blending family and political power in a
way Trump fiercely criticized campaign rival
Hillary Clinton for.  Jeff Sessions, Trump’s
selection for attorney general, has spent
two decades in the Senate, and Tom Price,
his health and human services nominee, is
a six-term congressman.

The gap between Trump’s campaign
rhetoric and his governing decisions is
most striking regarding his emerging eco-
nomic team. On Wednesday, he
announced that he planned to nominate
former Goldman Sachs executive Steven
Mnuchin as his Treasury secretary and bil-
lionaire investor Wilbur Ross to lead the
Commerce Department. As a candidate,
Trump said Wall Street had created
“tremendous problems” for the country. He
included the CEO of Goldman Sachs in a
television advertisement that accused glob-
al financial powers of having “robbed our
working class.”

Mnuchin and Ross also have financial
links to Trump’s White House bid, with
Mnuchin having led the campaign’s
fundraising efforts. Trump repeatedly
bragged that his personal wealth - he most-
ly self-funded his campaign during the pri-
maries - meant he would not be beholden
to donors who might expect their financial
contributions to be repaid with powerful
jobs or insider access.  “I can’t be bought,”
Trump said during the campaign. “I won’t
owe anybody anything.”

Trump’s transition team brushed aside
questions about whether there are incon-
sistencies between the president-elect’s
campaign rhetoric and his Cabinet picks.
“These are experts who know how to win,”

spokesman Jason Miller said Wednesday.
By picking billionaires, as well as a smatter-
ing of millionaires, for his Cabinet, Trump is
asking voters to trust that privileged insid-
ers can help a stressed and dispirited mid-
dle class - even though he, like past presi-
dential candidates, promised he would
change that dynamic. Few of his choices
have outwardly displayed much of a com-
mon touch. Many live surrounded by a level
of wealth that most Americans struggle to
fathom - and prospered in recent decades
as many Americans coped with stagnant
incomes.

Not only did Mnuchin once work at
Goldman Sachs, but so did his father. After
leaving the investment bank in 2002, the
Yale graduate pivoted into hedge fund
management and producing blockbuster
movies such as “Batman vs Superman:
Dawn of Justice.” Mnuchin invested in the
wreckage of the housing crisis, scooping up
the troubled bank IndyMac and turning a
$1.6 billion profit in under a year as millions
of Americans endured foreclosure. Ross
orbits a similar world as Trump, as both of
them have luxurious homes in Manhattan
and Palm Beach, Florida. The billionaire
investor bought up many struggling steel,
auto and coal firms in the industrial
Midwest at a steep discount and sold them
for steep profits, even as factory and min-
ing jobs at the core of American identity
disappeared.

Chao is the offspring of a Chinese ship-
ping magnate, in addition to serving on the

boards of Wells Fargo bank, Dole Food and
News Corp., the parent of Fox News.
Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, the
wealthiest of Trump’s Cabinet nominees
thus far, married into the family that started
the sales company Amway.  Trump and
other Republicans spent months warning
voters that a possible Clinton administra-
tion would be lined with Wall Street insid-
ers, campaign donors and other special
interest hires. But GOP officials have raised
no such concerns about Trump’s picks.

If anything, some Republicans appear
relieved. Many of Trump’s picks are cut
from a more traditional Republican mold
and share the party’s ideological prefer-
ences, in some cases more so than Trump
himself.  “The picks so far have been fantas-
tic and well-received by Republicans and
conservatives of all stripes,” said Cesar
Conda, the former chief of staff for Florida
Sen Marco Rubio. “Trump is unifying the
party, which is essential to getting his agen-
da enacted.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan, a lukewarm
Trump supporter for much of the cam-
paign, praised the economic picks
Wednesday, saying he was “excited to get
to work with this strong team.” Trump is
still weighing his choices for several
Cabinet posts, including secretary of state.
Among the leading contenders: millionaire
businessman Mitt Romney, the 2012 GOP
presidential nominee, and millionaire
lawyer Rudy Giuliani, the former New York
City mayor.— AP 
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NEW YORK: Steven Mnuchin, President-elect Donald Trump’s nominee for
Treasury Secretary, gets on an elevator after speaking with reporters in the
lobby of Trump Tower on Wednesday. — AP

Rwandans pray where

Virgin Mary ‘appeared’

to schoolgirls

KIBEHO: Christian pilgrims gather each year in their thou-
sands in the southern Rwandan hill town of Kibeho, some
hopeful of miracles where three schoolgirls said the Virgin
Mary came to them. A service held Monday in the small,
isolated town marked the 35th anniversary of the first
reported appearance of the mother of Christ, which was
authenticated by the Vatican in 2001. People crowded
together in front of the brick church, some seated on the
grass, facing a platform surrounded by blue and white
flags, to hear the mass said in Kinyarwanda, French and
English. “It’s the fourth time I’ve come here. It was a long
trip, but that doesn’t matter because I come to pray on
holy ground,” said Alphonse Munyemana, a bicycle-taxi
driver of 19 who arrived on Sunday afternoon after ped-
alling for 10 hours from Nyamagabe to the north.

Many pilgrims came to Kibeho by bus, others also rode
their bikes or came on foot and some travelled from
neighboring countries. Rwanda is a former Belgian colony
in central Africa bordered to the east by English-speaking
nations. People slept on the grass in front of the church,
lacking the money to pay for a room in one of the hotels in
town, which were all full anyway. The annual pilgrimage
began once the Roman Catholic Church formally acknowl-
edged that the Virgin Mary had appeared to teenagers
Alphonsine Mumureke, Nathalie Mukamazimpaka and
Marie-Claire Mukangango, on November 28, 1981 and in
subsequent years.

At the foot of the hill on which the church stands, the
faithful queue up to fill containers with water from the
“spring of the Virgin Mary”, which trickles into a brownish
pond. “In the past, I had problems with swollen feet and
breathing difficulties, but thanks to the blessed water I am
cured,” said Caritas Niyibigira, 47, from Rubavu in western
Rwanda. Grace Morris, a woman of 31 from Uganda, says
that earlier this year, she saw a paralyzed young boy
recover the use of his limbs after being taken into the
Chapel of Apparitions, the former high school dormitory
where the Holy Mother is said to have appeared to the
girls. “We saw the child come running out of the chapel
shouting with joy,” Morris said.

‘Rivers full of blood’    
The Polish priest who has been rector of the sanctuary

for 11 years, Zbigniew Pawlowski, says that the spring
water is like “that of Lourdes, a bit special.” However, he
notes that none of the miracles held to have taken place
at Kibeho have been investigated by a scientific commis-
sion and thus they have not been recognized by the Holy
See. Along the main road leading to the church, pilgrims
can stop at boutiques to buy rosaries, statues of the Virgin
Mary and T-shirts marked “I am the Mother of the Word,”
which she is held to have told the schoolgirls when she
first appeared.

Apart from a message calling for conversion, the Holy
Mother is said in some interpretations to have warned of
the genocide that would claim some 800,000 lives 13
years later, when Hutu militias and soldiers mostly massa-
cred minority Tutsis. “The Virgin Mary spoke and showed
the girls a mystical journey, the girls saw hills full of
corpses, rivers full of blood,” Pawlowski said. — AFP

KASESE: Outside the mortuary in Kasese,
grief-stricken families wait to find out if their
missing relatives were among scores killed by
Ugandan security forces at the weekend.
Huddling in groups, some pull clothes over
their mouths and noses to mask the sickening
stench of the decomposing corpses inside.
Kikanda Bwambale, 40, was back at the mor-
tuary to look for his older brother, Siriro, after
being turned away the previous day. 

Bwambale last heard from Siriro on
Saturday when he visited the local king’s
palace to discuss a land issue. That day, clash-
es broke out between royal guards and
Ugandan police that left nearly 90 dead. “My
brother had never been to the palace before.

He was a peasant, he didn’t know anything
about politics or the kingdom,” said
Bwambale. “I think he’s been shot.” Mumbere
Isaac, 27, was also looking for his brother,
Nyanza. “The bodies in there are burnt and
decomposed,” he said, distraught that he may
be unable to identify the corpse.

Sobs rang out as coffins were loaded into
trucks or carried to grave sites as families who
had recovered their dead began holding
funerals. The official police toll from weekend
fighting first given on Sunday stands at 62.
However Kasese’s district police commander
has told AFP another 25 bodies were found in
two sub-counties on Monday. The govern-
ment accused King Charles Wesley Mumbere

of stoking a secessionist rebellion and
stormed his palace on Sunday to arrest him.
He was taken to the capital Kampala where he
was charged with murder.

Fear and anguish
But in Kasese there are different stories,

with some suspecting the real toll tops 100.
Tembo Jockim of the Ugandan Red Cross said
many people remain missing. “Civilians, wives
to the royal guards were at the palace and we
know that in the palace there were children
and they’re seen neither in police custody nor
in the death list,” Jockim said. The Ugandan
government alleges that kingdom hardliners
want to secede and establish an independent

state they call the Yiira Republic that would
include a part of neighboring Democratic
Republic of Congo, whose people share the
same culture and language as the local
Bakonzo.

Before being recognized as a traditional
kingdom in 2009, Rwenzururu had a long his-
tory as a separatist movement, and the gov-
ernment said a trained, armed militia had set
up camp in the palace and surrounding
Rwenzori mountains. Uganda’s Internal Affairs
Minister General Jeje Odongo said machine
guns, machetes, spears and petrol bombs had
been found in the palace. But Bwambale said
none of this meant anything to his missing
brother. — AFP
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