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NORCIA: Italy’s earthquakes would not
leave the Fausti family alone. The first of
this year’s devastating tremors, on August
24, left their farmhouse on the outskirts of
Norcia looking like a bombed-out shell.
Asleep inside at the time, pig breeders and
award-winning ham producers Ada and
Giuseppe Fausti were lucky to get out
alive. Three months later, Ada allows her-
self a wry smile as she inspects a first floor
bedroom that is now open to the ele-
ments on two sides.  “We did have a pretty
miraculous escape,” she says. “What we
didn’t know was that just the start of it.”
Two more powerful quakes struck the
country’s mountainous centre in the last
week of October.

This time the epicentres were much
closer to Norcia, a town with medieval
roots that has long been synonomous
with production of the cured hams,
salamis and pure pork sausages that are
cornerstones of Italy’s culinary heritage.  In
the space of six days, the Faustis lost the
use of their pig barn, their curing store and
the shop where they treated customers to
tastings of prosciutto crudo (raw hams)
and other acclaimed products from their

stock of indigenous, free range Suino
Cinto and Rosa Perugino pigs. To add
insult to injury, the quakes also disrupted
a supply of spring water that had kept 400
pigs watered while they foraged freely
across 100 hectares (about 250 acres) of
wooded mountain side in the Monti
Sibillini national park.

No insurance 
With no barn to shelter sows before

and after giving birth, new-born piglets
suddenly became vulnerable to the threat
of wolves that roam the rugged Appenine
highlands. The trauma of the quakes also
took its toll: most of the sows carrying lit-
ters at the time miscarried.  The Faustis
meanwhile were left desperately wonder-
ing what to do with more than 200 valu-
able prosciutto legs they had no place to
store.  With the total damages running
into seven figures and virtually none of it
covered by insurance because of the
region’s record of seismic activity, it
seemed for a while as if the business
would be reduced to rubble just like St
Benedict’s basilica in the heart of Norcia. A
month later, however, the family business

is up and running again, their savoury deli-
cacies once more being dispatched to dis-
cerning customers around the world.

A media appeal launched by daughter
Valentina ensured all the hams without a
home were sold, friends pitched in by
offering temporary shelters, the curing
centre has been patched up sufficiently to
resume operations at around half capacity
and a new wooden barn is on its way to
the farm. “Solidarity worked well,” says
Valentina, but she admits it has not been
easy. “It has been non-stop, I think the
worst thing is never having any time when
you can just relax.” Worries about wolves
and the water supply meant the family
spent the first ten days after the August
quake sleeping in their cars on the farm.

Buried hams  
They then briefly decamped to a tent

and now home for five adults is a cramped
camper van parked at the back of the cur-
ing store. “We are a stubborn bunch, in
this part of the world,” says Ada, batting
away a suggestion that they might have
been tempted to move their business
somewhere less prone to seismic disrup-

tion. “This is where we are from, this is
what we do and there have been a lot of
sacrifices to get us to where we are. We
can’t give that up. “And besides, our hams
tastes the way they do because they are
produced here. It would not be the same
anywhere else.” 

Her husband Giuseppe strikes a similar
tone as he explains why his most expen-
sive hams - which sell for 150 euros/kg
and have appeared on the menu at the
White House - come from pigs slaugh-
tered in the dead of winter.  

“All summer and autumn they have
been eating acorns, fruits of the forest, dif-
ferent grasses and grains, even truffles,” he
says. “That’s why the hams are so intensely
flavoured and also why studies show they
are rich in Omega 3 and 6.  “You have to
learn how to taste them, almost like a
wine.” Some of those precious hams are
currently trapped in the cellar of the
Fausti’s home and will not be accessible
until the upper storeys are safely demol-
ished. “I am not too worried about them -
the temperature and the humidity down
there are perfect, the hams will only get
better,” Giuseppe says. — AFP 
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NEW YORK: More than 350 US univer-
sities are urging President-elect Donald
Trump to change his mind and keep a
program that lets hundreds of thou-
sands of undocumented young people
study and avoid deportation.
Nicknamed “Dreamers,” they are the
estimated 1.2 million young people
who were brought to the United States
illegally as children, grew up without
US residency papers, finished high
school and often speak better English
than the language of their parents.

Some 740,000 of them have joined
the DACA (“Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals”),  a program
approved in 2012 by President Barack
Obama that protects them from depor-
tation. It has brought some normalcy
to their lives, but it is a program that
Trump promised during the presiden-
tial campaign to eliminate “immediate-
ly” if he won. 

While DACA does not grant the
dreamers federal funds or the coveted
“Green Card”-permanent residence
and a work permit-it lets them study at
university, get a job and have a driver’s
license if they were in the country
before the age of 16 and if they were
under 31 in 2012. It is renewable every
two years.

Waste of talent
At the initiative of Pomona College

president David Oxtoby, more than
350 universities, including Columbia,
Harvard, Yale, UCLA, UC Berkeley and
Stanford, signed a statement last week
pledging to do what they can to pro-
tect their undocumented students,
most of whom are DACA beneficiaries.
“To our country’s leaders we say that
DACA should be upheld, continued,
and expanded. We are prepared to

meet with you to present our case,” the
letter reads.

“This is both a moral imperative and
a national necessity. America needs tal-
ent-and these students, who have
been raised and educated in the
United States, are already part of our
national community.” The statement
was released after thousands of univer-
sity students protested nationwide
after Trump’s win, calling for their cam-
puses to become “sanctuaries” where
undocumented students are safe.
During the campaign, Trump cast
DACA as an “illegal executive amnesty”
by President Barack Obama. But he
never made clear whether ending it
meant accepting no new applicants, or
simply abolishing the whole program. 

“It’s really a huge waste of talent not
to continue and not to expand the
DACA program,” Oxtoby said. “These
students are Americans in almost every
dimension of the word, except in the
geographical birthplace,” he said.  For
Wendy Feliz,  of the American
Immigration Council, “it makes zero
sense” to dismantle DACA when the
state has already invested so much in
these young people.  “Imagine being
stripped of your driver’s license, being
denied the right to go to college, get-
ting your work permit taken away. It’s
devastating for a young adult,” he said.
The definitive solution for these young
people, a approval of a “Dream Act” bill
granting them permanent residence,
languished in Congress 15 years ago.

Ready for the worst
After his election, Trump said that

he would first expel undocumented
people with criminal records, which he
estimated at two to three million peo-
ple. Those who commit serious crimes

are not eligible for DACA. But some
experts say Trump’s estimate of the
number of undocumented immigrants
is overinflated, but worry he may
include the DACA dreamers in the
three million number. Obama himself
urged Trump to “think long and hard”
before eliminating the program and
harming young people “who for all
practical purposes are Americans.”

Some universities are already
preparing for the worst. “We will not
allow immigration agents to enter our
campus without a court order, nor will
we share information about the immi-
gration status of undocumented stu-
dents with them unless required by a
subpoena or court order,” Columbia
University’s provost John Coatsworth,
wrote in a message to all students.
Harvard University President Drew
Faust announced Monday that she will
expand a refugee and immigrant pro-
gram at law school and have immigra-
tion experts provide legal assistance to
the university’s 40 undocumented stu-
dents, the Harvard Crimson reported. 

Many big US cities with Democratic
mayors, such as New York, Chicago
and Los Angeles, have also rejected
Trump’s deportation plans and vow to
protect their undocumented residents,
even if it means losing millions in fed-
eral funds. 

Michael Crow, the president of
Arizona State University, said in an
email to all students that if any of them
lose the status that makes them eligi-
ble for in-state tuition, ASU will “seek
financial support for the continued
study of students ... at ASU who gradu-
ated from Arizona high schools and
who are qualified to attend the state
universities-regardless of their immi-
gration status.” — AFP 
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SANTA CLARA: Luis Monteagudo, a hardened Cuban military
veteran, remembers with pride fighting alongside revolution
icon Ernesto “Che” Guevara and watching maximum leader
Fidel Castro fire a gun. Monteagudo, 78, grieved when
Guevara was killed in the mountains of Bolivia in 1967 and
now he is mourning Castro, who died on Friday at age 90.
“The blow has been so overwhelming that you can’t think,”
said Monteagudo with teary eyes as he adjusted his hearing
aid in his home in the central city of Santa Clara. 

A military jeep took the ashes to Santa Clara early
Thursday, the first stop in a cross-country trip that will end
with a burial in the eastern city of Santiago de Cuba on
Sunday. Santa Clara is also home to the remains of Guevara,
the Argentine doctor and Castro’s comrade-in-arms whose
victory against the army of dictator Fulgencio Batista in Santa
Clara in 1958 became a major turning point in the revolution.
“We still miss Fidel, just as we miss Che,” said Monteagudo,
who joined Guevara’s rebel force when he freed his home
town of Cabaiguan in 1958.

Failure in Congo
The veteran is black, like most of the more than 100

Cubans who accompanied Guevara to help rebels in what is
today the Democratic Republic of Congo in 1965. The attempt
to export Cuba’s revolution to Africa was a failure, which the
Argentine fighter himself admitted. It cost Monteagudo his
hearing, damaged by the sound of canons. Sitting in his small
home, the bony former fighter recalled meeting Castro while
he was training in a camp in Pinar del Rio in western Cuba.
“He visited us weekly and trained with us,” he said. — AFP
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MATANZAS, Cuba:
Luis Monteagudo

Arteaga aka Angoria,
a Cuban former

guerrilla fighter, who
joined Argentinean

guerrilla leader
Ernesto “Che”

Guevara in Congo, is
pictured at his home
in Santa Clara, Cuba

on November 30,
2016. — AFP


