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Kuwait’s KISR wins 
‘Arab Best Award’

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR)
has won the prize of the best Arab research institution
(Best Arab Award) for 2016, KISR said yesterday. KISR’s
Director General Samira Al-Sayed received the award from
the UAE’s Plenipotentiary in Morocco Saif Al-Ketbi during a
ceremony held by the Award’s Secretariat, KISR added in a
statement. The awards ceremony in various categories was
attended by numerous senior officials, ministers, ambassa-
dors, diplomats and heads of leading firms in the Arab
World. This is the first edition of the award, only launched
this year by two Qatari and Moroccan business institutions.
The aim of the award is to honor people and institutions
who have excelled in certain fields, in a bid to encourage
efficiencies to lead the region to further progress. The
award is offered in three categories, leadership, business
and society and sports stars. 

The OICC 14th congress 
kicks off in Morocco

RABAT: The Organization of Islamic Capitals and Cities
(OICC) kicked off its 14th congress in Morocco on
Wednesday, with the participation of 50 delegations from
50 countries. The congress aims to help enhance coopera-
tion among OICC members, for achieving sustainable
development for the Islamic capitals and cities, OICC
Secretary General Omar Abdullah Qadi told the opening
session, attended by Moroccan Prime Minister Abdelilah
Benkirane. He added that Rabat, hosting the congress for
the second time, is one of the OICC founder capitals, since
the organization was established by a resolution from the
Ninth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, Dakar,
Senegal, 1978, as an affiliate of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). Qadi pointed to the regional and inter-
national successes realized by the OICC over nearly four
decades, gaining advisory capacity at the UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the UN Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO). It has also been
awarded the memberships of several regional and interna-
tional organizations. 

Kuwait keen on aiding 
injured Mosul civilians 

IRBIL: Kuwait is keen on treating injured Iraqi civilians
escaping from the ongoing military operations in
Mosul, Kuwait’s General Consul to Irbil Omar Al-
Kanderi said yesterday. Kuwait is coordinating with
local authorities in Mosul and private hospitals in the
province to finance the treatment of the injured, Al-
Kanderi said. This generous initiative came under His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah’s instructions, said the diplomat. Meanwhile,
Mazen Ahmad, one of the wounded civilian said that
he got injured in a car explosion carried out by the so-
called Islamic State (IS) militants, adding that he was
taken to a private hospital in Irbil to receive treatment.
Ahmad pointed out that his expenses were paid by the
State of Kuwait and expressed gratitude for this
humanitarian initiative. Moreover, the Nineveh gover-
norate’s authority lauded Kuwait’s support to the
injured Iraqis, saying that this gesture was expected
from the fellow neighboring country. It affirmed that
Kuwait was among the first countries that rushed to
help Iraq, underscoring Kuwait’s quick response to
provide relief for affected civilians. 

KISR’s Director General Samira Al-Sayed receives the
award 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s appeals court has
upheld a 10-year jail sentence against
an online activist on charges of insulting
the Amir and harming national interests,
a newspaper reported yesterday.
Waleed Fares was convicted of spread-
ing false news on Twitter about the Gulf
state’s domestic affairs which harmed
national interests and of insulting the
Amir and undermining his authority. He
was also convicted of publishing com-

ments deemed offensive to judges and
the public prosecutor.

On Wednesday, the appeals court
upheld the 10-year jail sentence hand-
ed down by a lower court, Kuwait’s Al-
Qabas newspaper reported. In recent
years, dozens of opposition politicians
and activists have been jailed by the
Kuwaiti  courts,  most of them on
charges of insulting the Amir or
undermining his authority. Dozens

more are awaiting trial on similar
charges. The crackdown came after
the Amir dissolved an opposition-
dominated parliament in 2012 spark-
ing two years of mass street protests.
A key opposition member of the dis-
solved assembly, Mussallam Al-Barrak,
has been in jail  for more than 18
months, serving a two-year sentence
on charges of insulting the Amir dur-
ing one of the protests. —AFP

Cyberactivist loses court appeal

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti candidate and former parliament speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (center), celebrates with his supporters
following the announcement of his victory in the parliamentary election, in Kuwait City on November 27, 2016. Kuwait
opposition groups and their allies had bagged nearly half of parliament’s 50 seats, raising fears of fresh political wran-
gling in the oil-rich Gulf state. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Islamist-dominated
opposition made a strong showing in the
Gulf state’s parliamentary elections, but
analysts say the loose coalition must forge
strong unity to become an effective politi-
cal force. Saturday’s polls were the first in
nearly four years contested by the opposi-
tion, whose diverse components agree on
some issues such as rejecting government
austerity measures but are split on many
others. 

Political parties are banned in Kuwait,
which has been ruled by the Al-Sabah fam-
ily for two and a half centuries and was the
first Gulf Arab state to adopt a parliamen-
tary system in 1962. But many groups
operate freely as de facto parties. As a
result, the opposition coalition is made up
of individuals, rather than well-defined par-
ties with a distinct ideology. 

The opposition groups boycotted two
general elections in 2012 and 2013 in
protest at a change in the voting system
brought unilaterally by the government.
But they decided to contest the November
26 snap polls to stop what they called a
“political deterioration” in the oil-rich emi-
rate. “The opposition is not a single entity.
It is a coalition of groups and individuals
not linked by a distinct ideology or even a
program,” said political analyst
Abdulwahed Khalfan. “They differ in their
directions and goals but they meet under a
common umbrella of opposing the gov-
ernment,” Khalfan explained. 

Islamists took nearly half of the 24 seats
won by the opposition in the 50-member
parliament. The rest went to nationalists
and liberals. The main Islamist group is the
Muslim Brotherhood-linked Islamic
Constitutional Movement (ICM) which won
six seats along with its allies. The radical
Salafists and their supporters won five
seats. “I think we will see more than one
opposition bloc in parliament ... Not all
opposition members can be classified
under one category,” political analyst Saleh
Al-Saeedi said. “They will agree on a num-
ber of priority issues ... On populist issues,
their number will increase as other MPs will
join,” Saeedi said.

United against austerity
For example, a large number of MPs will

join the opposition in rejecting govern-
ment austerity measures and raising prices,
motivated by popular pressure. Some lead-
ing opposition lawmakers have already
pointed to a number of urgent issues they
want to tackle when parliament holds its
inaugural session on December 11.

Opposition MPs held their first coordi-
nation meeting on Wednesday and dis-
cussed fielding a candidate for the post of
parliamentary speaker as well as their polit-
ical agenda. They agreed in principle that
their priorities are to address revocations
of citizenship, opposing austerity measures
and the scrapping of freedom-curbing bills
issued by the previous pro-government

parliament. They plan to hold more meet-
ings next week. “There is no alternative for
MPs but to reach an understanding on the
basis of joint national commitments,” vet-
eran Islamist opposition MP Jamaan Al-
Harbash wrote on his Twitter account earli-
er this week. “We must put aside any con-
troversial issues to ensure the success of
agreed national topics,” Harbash said.

During its heyday in 2011-2014, the
opposition held massive street protests
demanding wide democratic reforms, an
elected government and broad constitu-
tional changes that would effectively
restrict the powers enjoyed by the ruling
family. Those demands are no longer a pri-
ority for the opposition which has been
weakened and several of its leaders and
activists jailed. While parliament has the
power to vote the prime minister and cabi-
net members out of office, the Kuwaiti
political set-up means change is not easy.

The country has the Gulf’s oldest elect-
ed parliament, but under the constitution
the emir has extensive powers and can dis-
solve the legislature at the recommenda-
tion of the government. Ruling family
members occupy the key portfolios of
defense, foreign and interior. In addition,
unelected ministers become members of
parliament with almost similar powers to
those of elected MPs, giving the govern-
ment an edge. “The opposition’s strength
and capability will hinge on its unity and
cooperation,” Saeedi said. —AFP

Kuwait’s opposition ‘needs 
unity’ after poll comeback

Radical Salafists and their supporters won 5 seats


