
The Independent, on the 25th of November 2016, pub-
lished an article entitled “Israel is burning: inflammatory
social media posts celebrate wildfires raging in Jewish

state - The imam of Kuwait’s Grand Mosque tweeted: ‘All the
best to the fire’.” 

The headline was in reference to a tweet made on
November 23 by Imam Mishary Rashid Al-Afasy, a well known
Quranic recite and imam at the grand mosque in Kuwait City.
However the British newspaper deliberately misconstrued Al-
Afasy’s role, referring to him in its response tweet as the imam
‘for the Grand Mosque of the State of Kuwait’.

Al-Afasy’s original tweet garnered widespread criticism in
the Arab world, receiving more than 20,000 retweets, thou-
sands of comments and more than 17,500 likes. Many
Palestinians and other Arabs rejected his tweet, saying that
the land was being destroyed by fire that claiming the lives
of thousands of organisms and destroyed their natural habi-
tat.  Therefore, pushing politics into this tragedy doesn’t
make any sense.

It seems to me that the newspaper was deliberately trying
to provoke its readers and tarnish the reputation of Kuwait by
pointing to Al-Afasy’s tweet as if he represents the whole of
the country. 

Let me just say that Al-Afasy is an imam for the Grand
Mosque not the imam. Despite the Independent’s lack of fact
checking, there are many imams at the grand mosque and
their personal views do not necessarily reflect the views of the
State of Kuwait or the Kuwaiti public. The Grand Mosque has
several imams who lead prayers during the final 10 days of
Ramadan, such as Fahd Al-Kandari, Salah Al-Hashem together
with Mishary Al-Afasy. The latter is firstly a Quran reciter, a
chanter and a businessman.  

Any respectable news organization such as the
Independent would do well to refrain from casting xenopho-
bic aspersions at a time when the whole world is facing a rise
in nationalist, anti-Islam propaganda. 

I tried to clarify the situation. I do not represent all the
Kuwaiti people no more than Al-Afasy. Just like many devel-
oped nations, we hold a diversity of opinion and points of
view. My replies to the Independent were ignored. 

Kuwait holds a clear stance toward the Palestinian issue,
and its wise foreign policy elevates it from adopting such an
ill-considered reaction.
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IN MY VIEW

Abuse of expat women

When Kuwaiti citizens fall victim to abuse,
they can find many ears to hear their plight
at the police station, and if not, at least

they can find friends and family to help. But when an
expat woman is the victim of abuse, she can be
totally alone with not a single friend to help or a
shoulder to cry on. 

Unfortunately, I have seen many expat women
suffering from abuse by their husbands. But because
they are far away from family and sometimes are
mothers of small children, they hesitate to speak
out. These victims of spousal abuse are also victims
of fear who often choose to keep their abuse private
until they die. This is a sad truth for some expat
wives here.

Our story today is yet another heartbreaking tale
of a woman abused by her husband. The woman
called the police asking for help after she was
abused both physically and mentally by her hus-
band. She said her husband had been abusive for a
while, then one day he tied her up, and with his
brother’s help, stole her gold bracelets along with
KD 800. They also abducted her son and fled to
Egypt, their homeland. This wife and mother is alone
now after being mistreated by her husband, who
according to their marriage vows, promised to love
and cherish her until death do them part! 

The police will do their routine job and will file a
case against the husband. But I don’t think this will
be the end of this family tragedy. The issue of abuse
among expats must be opened for discussion,
because the police can intervene and detain a per-
son for a while or file a court case against him/her,
but this may not bring the matter to an end. 

We need to study every abuse case to find what
led to such behavior? Is it money? Is it jealousy
among couples, especially if one of them earns more
than the other? Abuse is most commonly by men
against women, and sadly is often ignored, as it hap-
pens behind closed doors here in the Arab world.
Many women feel ashamed to speak up about their
abuse and the suffering they have to put up with for
years. They also fear the reactions of their friends
and families and the way they will be treated if the
truth comes out. 

Back to our story. This woman will be in great
pain over the loss of her son. The hard part here is
that she will likely have to go back to Egypt, to the
place her husband is hiding. In some cases, the fami-
ly tries to fix the problem, but an abuser is always an
abuser, even if he tries to pretend otherwise. I recall
a neighbor who always had bruises on her arms, legs
and face. For many years, she would blame an acci-
dent or working in the kitchen as excuses and
refused to admit the abuse. The couple finally left
Kuwait, but I still pray for her.   

It would be great to see support groups to
encourage abused people to seek help and speak
out. The police show up only when the damage is
done, and it could be too late. We also need aware-
ness for people not to put up with any kind of
abuse, which may not necessarily be physical. Verbal
abuse can be just as damaging, though harder to
see. I know violence is a phenomenon in modern
societies, but we do not have to accept it against
any human or animal. 

Children seen riding a camel at last year’s camel races in this file photo. Camel races are a seasonal sport in Kuwait that
typically kicks off in late November and runs through March. They are held every Saturday afternoon at the Camel
Racing Club in Kabd area. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Dear Independent Newspaper, kindly
correct your information

The Independent tweeted about the Al-Afasy story more than
once, highlighting his role as Kuwait’s Grand Mosque imam.

Al-Afasy’s tweet reads: “All the best to the fires.
#Israelisburning.


