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Lisa Ludwinski expects to sell more pie at her
Detroit bakery during the holiday season,
and not just to people enjoying it them-

selves. She anticipates that customers will buy
pieces of pie for strangers through the shop's
"Pie-it-Forward" program. Ludwinski, owner of
Sister Pie, launched the program last fall.
Shoppers buy a coupon for a free slice of a pie,
and the coupons get hung on a wall. Anyone
who visits can take one down to get some pie.

"It's a way to provide pie for a variety of peo-
ple - people who are hungry or people who have
never been to our pie shop before," said
Ludwinski, whose specialties include Salted
Maple and Cranberry Crumble. Although the
program runs year-round, Ludwinski has found
that customers are more enthusiastic about it
during the holidays.

Pay-it-forward programs seem to gain
momentum around Christmas. Customers at
Starbucks and Dunkin' Donuts around the coun-
try have made headlines in recent Decembers by
buying coffee for the person behind them in line
- leading to chains of hundreds of free drinks in
streaks that can last for hours. Most people -
even those who don't donate to charity - value
generosity, and paying for someone's coffee is an
easy way to express that, said Patricia Snell
Herzog, an assistant professor of sociology and
criminal justice at the University of Arkansas in
Fayetteville who co-authored "American
Generosity : Who Gives and Why" (Oxford
University Press, 2016).

"It just makes you feel good," she said. "It's like
smiling at someone. You're passing on visible
goodness." Also, nobody wants to be the person
who breaks the chain, she said. "It's put right in

front of you. This person in line is being really
generous. It makes you feel called to respond,"
she said. MaryJo Dunn was amazed when an
anonymous gift that she made in honor of her
late son became a pay-it-forward phenomenon
at the First and Last Tavern in Glastonbury,
Connecticut. On Feb. 20, what would have been
Luke's second birthday, Dunn bought a gift card

and asked the manager to give it, along with a
note explaining the date's significance, to a fami-
ly having lunch at the restaurant.

National media
The family that was chosen was celebrating

their son's birthday; they insisted on reloading
the card and giving it to another family, said

Molly Shanahan, creative director for the restau-
rant. Diners continued to load the card through
the next day. "It took off," said Shanahan. "It cre-
ated this energy. It inspired people. It was a
flame that ignited the whole place."

For Dunn, whose son died of cancer in 2015,
the outpouring made a bad day more bearable.
She and her husband, Shane, routinely buy cof-

fee and doughnuts for others and give the recipi-
ents printed cards asking them to "pay it forward
in memory of Luke." They find that these small
gifts not only keep Luke's memory alive but
inspire others to perform "random acts of kind-
ness," she said. "We are so happy that people
continue to do this. It definitely lightens our
hearts."

Mason Wartman also has seen how powerful
pay-it-forward opportunities can be. He has giv-
en away more than 70,000 slices of pizza paid for
by the customers of his Philadelphia restaurant,
Rosa's Fresh Pizza. The effort started a couple of
years ago when a customer learned that home-
less people occasionally visited the eatery, which
sells pizza for $1 a slice. The customer offered to
pay in advance for a slice to be given to someone
in need. He also told Wartman about an Italian
custom called "caffe sospeso," or suspended cof-
fee: Someone who has had good fortune pays
for an extra cup of coffee to be given later to
someone down on his luck.

Wartman decided to keep track of the prepaid
slices with sticky notes, which soon covered the
walls of his restaurant. After the pay-it-forward
program was featured on local and national
media, the sticky notes became unwieldy and
Wartman created a button on the cash register to
record the free slices. Customers like the program
because they can see it helping others, he said.
"It's very transparent," he said. "My employees
never ask, would you like to donate today? It's just
out there. Everyone knows what we do." — AP

Giving chains: Holiday customers enjoy paying it forward 

This photo provided by Lisa Ludwinski shows the Pie-it-Forward wall at Sister Pie in Detroit, Mich. — AP photos

In a gloomy room in Peru's anti-terrorism police head-
quarters lies a trove of old red flags and books of Marx,
seized from jailed communist rebel leader Abimael

Guzman. Now the police officers who curate this mini-
museum in Lima fear a new generation could be dusting
off the legacy of the leader of the dreaded Shining Path
guerrilla force. In one corner, dressed in striped convict's
overalls with his trademark brown sunglasses and bushy
black beard, stands a lopsided effigy of Guzman himself-
shut in a cage. That is how many Peruvians prefer to think
of the insurgent, who turns 82 on Saturday. His fighters
waged a two-decade fight against the Peruvian state that
authorities say left 70,000 dead.

Bloody history 
Among the collection-open for visits only by appoint-

ment-are personal effects taken from other Shining Path
followers who were jailed over the years. Peru turned a
page on a dark, bloody period in its history when Guzman
was captured in 1992 and handed a permanent life sen-
tence. But officials warn that now two political groups are
trying to revive his legacy. The Movement for Amnesty and
Fundamental Rights (MOVADEF) is a group of families of
imprisoned guerrillas, considered by police to be the
Shining Path's political wing.

Another allied group is also active, police say: the
People's Unity and Defense Front (FUDEPP). "The aim of
the museum is to show that the message of Guzman's cult
was one of death and destruction," says Jorge Luis Pinzas,
the retired police colonel who looks after the museum.
"That is something that the young people who did not live
through the time of terrorism have to learn, now that
MOVADEF is trying to recruit them."

Preying on poor 
Peru has enjoyed a relative economic boom in recent

years, but millions still live in poverty. And now growth is
slowing. Pinzas says the Maoist political groups are preying
on the young and poor to revive Guzman's fundamentalist
message: that society should be rebuilt through violent
struggle. "Both groups are like wolves in sheep's clothing,"
says Pinzas. "They do not want a new society. They want to
destroy it."

Political path 
MOVADEF and FUDEPP have tried to run for office in elec-

tions but have met with legal obstacles. Authorities fear their
political efforts are a prelude to more violence. In September,
a court barred them from seeking office until they formally
renounce Guzman's teachings of violence. Authorities esti-
mate some 400 members of what remains of Shining Path are
engaged in drug trafficking in the remote southeast.

The two political groups meanwhile have some 2,500
members -- 70 percent of the students, police say. They
demand a general amnesty for all who took part in the con-
flict on both sides-including Guzman. His lawyers meanwhile
have tried unsuccessfully in the courts to reclaim his book col-
lection. The library occupies the walls of a whole room and
includes books by Karl Marx, Mao, Lenin and more. The books
offer a tour through the political mind of the philosophy pro-
fessor turned guerrilla. There is even an old travel guide: "How
To Travel Through Europe On Five Dollars a Day." — AP

Peru museum of Maoist rebels
bears warning for future

Personal belongings of the leader of the terrorist group Sendero Luminoso
(Shining Path), Abimael Guzman, and other stuff related to the group, are dis-
played in a small museum at the anti-terrorist direction Dircote dedicated to
Guzman and his guerrilla, in Lima. — AFP photos

A dummy behind bars representing the leader of the terrorist group Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path)and Abimael Guzman is displayed.

A police officer stands near a painting depicting the leader of the terrorist
group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path).

A dummy representing the leader of the terrorist group
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path), Abimael Guzman is dis-
played.

Books on Chinese communist revolutionary Mao Tse-Tung that
belonged to the terrorist group Sendero Luminoso (Shining
Path), are seen in the small museum at the anti-terrorist direc-
tion Dircote dedicated to the group's leader Abimael Guzman.

Picture taken at a museum at the anti-terrorist direction
Dircote that keeps some personal belongings of the leader
of the terrorist group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path),
Abimael Guzman, and other stuff related to the group.

Personal belongings of the leader of the terrorist group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path),
Abimael Guzman is displayed.

Personal belongings of the leader of the terrorist group Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path)
and Abimael Guzman is displayed.

Personal belongings of the
leader of the terrorist group
Sendero Luminoso (Shining

Path), Abimael Guzman,
and other stuff related to

the group, are displayed in
a small museum.

A booby trap used by the terrorist group Sendero
Luminoso (Shining Path) is displayed.


