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PHOENIX: Electric car maker Lucid Motors
said Tuesday it will build a manufacturing
plant in Arizona that will begin production
in 2018 as it looks to compete in the fast-
growing market for luxury electric vehicles.

The company said it chose the Casa
Grande location from dozens of other spots
around the country. Construction of the facto-
ry will begin next year in a move expected to
bring an initial 400 jobs. The company proj-
ects the plant will have 2,000 workers by 2022.

Lucid, which recently changed its name
from Atieva, has been around for a decade,
focusing its early years on making batteries.
Its staff includes former Tesla employees,
including its chief technology officer.

The decision came amid rising demand
for electric cars from traditional automakers
and Silicon Valley startups such as Lucid.
Tesla Motors is building a sprawling battery
factory near Reno, Nevada, after receiving a
generous $1.3 billion incentive package
from the Nevada Legislature. 

Faraday Future, another electric car mak-
er, is building a factory near Las Vegas after
getting $335 million from the state,

although the project has been stalled amid
questions about its funding source.

Prominent role 
Automotive jobs took on a prominent

role in the recent presidential race as Donald
Trump repeatedly blasted trade agreements
that shifted manufacturing from the Rust
Belt to other countries.

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey has made job
creation and a business-friendly climate top
priorities of his administration. He previously
made a trip to California to lure the Lucid
factory. “It’s a real sign that the state is attrac-
tive, that California companies and compa-
nies from around the country see Arizona as
a great place to do business,” Ducey said.

Lucid is receiving government assistance
from the Arizona Commerce Authority that
could total in the millions. The future for
startup electric vehicle makers is far from a
sure thing, especially for companies that
have yet to manufacture a single car, said
Sam Abuelsamid, a senior analyst for the
market research firm Navigant who has
studied Lucid and met with company execu-

tives. He cites a litany of challenges.
Tesla has struggled to turn a profit

despite huge demand for its Model X and

more affordable Model 3. Vehicle reliability is
a major concern for any new car maker,
especially in a marketplace where traditional

automakers are manufacturing their own
electric vehicles. And battery technology is
highly expensive.

“We’ll see if Lucid can do it any better
than Tesla has,” Abuelsamid said. “The car’s
not going to be in production until quite a
ways out. I wouldn’t call it entirely paper-
work at this point because they do have real,
developed prototypes but it’s certainly not
ready for prime time yet.”

He also noted how startups are at the
mercy of investors who can become skittish
about handing over cash. He cited the
Faraday plant in Nevada where construction
work was suspended recently at the factory
site. Abuelsamid said the Chinese entrepre-
neur backing that company was also an ear-
ly investor in Lucid.

A news conference announcing the move
Tuesday featured business and political lead-
ers along with top company officials. The
company showed off two prototypes for its
planned car. “We’re very excited to be bring-
ing new jobs and our innovative technology
to Casa Grande,” said Brian Barron, Lucid’s
director of global manufacturing. — AP

Electric car factory planned in Arizona to have 2,000 workers

LORDSTOWN, Ohio: In this Tuesday, June 15, 2010, file photo, workers at
General Motors’ Lordstown Assembly plant put the final touches on Chevy
Cobalts. — AP

RAMALLAH:  Hussein Nasir al-Din points towards a screen at the office of his company Red Crow, a startup that monitors security developments
and sends real-time alerts and maps to clients on August 17, 2016. — AFP

RAMALLAH: At first glance, Mashvisor is just
one of thousands of websites specializing in US
real estate. But it has a unique feature, unde-
tectable to customers: its designers created it in
the West Bank and it is run from the Israel-occu-
pied Palestinian territory. 

“The great thing about a start-up is you can
work on it anywhere in the world. You can be in
Palestine, you can be in Cambodia, Vietnam,
China. It doesn’t matter,” explains Peter Abu al-
Zolof, who founded Mashvisor more than a year
ago with a friend. 

Last week, Mashvisor became the first
Palestinian company to get the support of the
influential American 500 Startups venture capi-
tal fund. It is one of a number of Palestinian
start-ups in the occupied Palestinian territories,
long overshadowed by Israel’s so-called “Start-
up Nation”.

The online platform automates and analyses
US real estate data nationwide to find investors
the best property deals. As in Silicon Valley, the
staff dress casually, drink coffee from state-of-
the-art machines in garish colours, and pad
through the office wearing US-made head-
phones around their necks.

But working in the West Bank brings unique
challenges. In October 2015, a wave of violence
broke out across Israel and the Palestinian terri-
tories. Abu al-Zolof’s friend and founding part-
ner Mohamed Jebrini, who lives in Hebron,

found himself stranded in the city as roads were
closed, 45 kilometers (30 miles) from their
Ramallah offices. “He was stuck in Hebron and I
was stuck in Ramallah and we were still working
on our company,” explains Abu al-Zolof.

And the American-Palestinian says the online
nature of what they do means they can avoid
many of the frustrations for other companies in
the West Bank, where the Israeli army check-
points often present very physical challenges to
commerce. “There are no walls, there are no
challenges, there is nothing that can stop this
kind of thing,” he says. “It’s a virtual market, so
there are no checkpoints where they tell you:
‘You can’t sell this. You can’t take this out of the
country.’” The company benefited from the sup-
port of the Ramallah-based Leaders, an organi-
sation that helps nurture start-ups.

‘No unemployment’   
Shadi Atshan, Leader’s director general, told

AFP that in the start-up scene there was “no
unemployment-unlike almost all other indus-
tries and economic sectors in Palestine which
have high unemployment”. “Those with good
skills can earn a very high income.”

The unemployment rate in the occupied
Palestinian territories is 27 percent, according to
figures from the Palestinian Central Bureau of
Statistics.

The Ibtikar investment fund has invested

around $800,000 (750,000 euros) in ten start-ups
so far, according to its executive director Ambar
Amleh. She stresses their work is not charity.
“This isn’t work that should be funded by donors
or grants. The expectations of making money
should be there from the beginning because we
are creating companies,” she told AFP.

Palestinians are still a long way behind Israel,
where companies in Tel Aviv’s start-up scene
regularly sell for tens or hundreds of millions of
dollars. In 2013, Google bought the Israeli traffic
app Waze for more than $1 billion, a figure
unimaginable in the Palestinian scene.

But Amleh points out the huge government
support for Israeli start-ups, which don’t exist in
the Palestinian territories. “I think more and
more people are starting to see that they really
can make something they have been dreaming
about come true.”

Hussein Nasir al-Din and his partner Laila
Aqal have a business inextricably linked to the
conflict-monitoring the security situation in
Israel and the Palestinian territories. The Red
Crow website, run out of a small office in
Ramallah, monitors security developments and
sends real-time alerts and maps to clients.

Their customers include UN agencies, diplo-
mats and organizations that operate in the field
and adjust their security programs according to
events. Soon they want to expand to the
Egyptian and Iraqi markets. — AFP

Palestinian start-ups 
innovate way past obstacles

Specializing in US real estate 

CHIBA, Japan: The sun is setting on Japan’s
clean-energy boom, despite projects like a mas-
sive floating solar farm near Tokyo, as the govern-
ment cuts subsidies and bets on nuclear and coal-
fired power, critics say. Workers at the floating
power station, one of the world’s biggest, have
just finished laying about 50,000 interconnected
panels on a vast dam reservoir. Taking up space
equivalent to several Tokyo Dome-sized baseball
stadiums, the vast carpet of panels will supply
power to about 5,000 homes from early 2018. 

The project is the centerpiece of a solar-domi-
nated wave of renewable energy investments
that followed the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disas-
ter. The accident forced the shutdown of reactors
that had supplied about one-quarter of resource-
poor Japan’s energy. To plug the gap, electricity
providers have been obliged since 2012 to buy
power generated from green suppliers, including
solar, at above-market rates - known as feed-in
tariffs - fixed by the government each year.

But renewable energy investments have
plateaued and are set to fall in the coming years
as Tokyo cuts back subsidies while  commodities
including coal, oil and natural gas remain cheap.
Japan is also facing a shortage of land for new
solar installations. 

Kyocera, which is behind the floating farm
south of Tokyo, is building a solar plant on an
abandoned golf course. “Several dynamics in the
Japanese power sector have shifted since (2012) -
such as weakening government support, cheap-

er fuel alternatives and electricity sector reform -
which have all contributed to the slowdown in
growth,” BMI Research said in a report.

‘Simply Insane’ 
Some say Japan’s future solar potential now

sits squarely on the roofs of millions of homes.
“There is still a big potential for the Japanese
market,” said Atsuhiko Hirano, head of Solar
Frontier, a unit of Japanese oil giant Showa Shell.
“Utility-scale projects have been the driver so far.
In contrast, the residential market has not grown
so much. So there is still much more area where
we can grow. “(But) we are pushing the govern-
ment to go further.”

Solar accounts for a small fraction of Japan’s
energy mix - 3.3 percent in 2015. But Tokyo has
said it wants renewables - also including hydro
and wind power - to account for 22 to 24 percent
of the total by 2030. Critical government support
appears to be waning, however, as Tokyo drives a
push to restart mothballed atomic reactors - an
unpopular move among the nuclear-wary public.
The pro-nuclear drive is supported by utilities,
which complained about being forced to buy
and distribute subsidized power, especially with
oil and natural gas prices at multi-year lows.

Japan is also raising eyebrows with plans to
invest billions of dollars at home and abroad in
new power plants fired by cheap coal - even as it
calls for more green power at home. That
includes half a dozen large coal-fired power sta-

tions within about 100 km of Tokyo, which
Greenpeace has branded “simply insane” over
health concerns posed by air pollution.

Energy Security 
Coal is also the biggest climate change culprit,

generating more carbon pollution per unit of ener-
gy generated than oil or gas. Within the G7 club of
rich nations, Japan is alone in investing heavily in
coal-fired energy on its own soil, with more than 40
new power plants in the pipeline. That sets it apart
from even big polluters such as China and India
which are pushing away from coal-fired power -
although US President-elect Donald Trump has
vowed to bring back coal and refocus US energy
policy on fossil fuels. “Japan is betting its economy
and energy security on risky coal investments,” said
Taylor Dimsdale, Washington-based head of
research at energy think-tank E3G. “The coal devel-
opment pipeline in the rest of the G7 countries has
dried up with no further plants expected beyond a
handful of projects that are already under construc-
tion.” Japan was among the worst performers in
terms of countries cutting back on energy-related
CO2 emissions in an annual ranking released during
UN climate talks in November. Critics say they don’t
have much hope for Tokyo’s long-term commitment
to renewable energy. “After the Fukushima disaster
there was an infatuation with renewable energy and
the government was clearly pressing the accelera-
tor,” said Kimiko Hirata, international director for the
Japanese NGO Kiko Network. — AFP

Sun setting on Japan solar boom

LOS ANGELES: Netflix has finally rolled out
a feature subscribers have been requesting
for years: The company will now let mem-
bers worldwide download select TV shows
and movies for viewing on Apple and
Android devices while disconnected from
the internet.

The latest versions of the company’s
mobile apps include a “download” button
on the details page for a film or TV series-
although not all titles on the streaming
service are currently available to watch
offline. The app also includes a “find some-
thing to download” feature.

Netflix said it will add more series and
movies to download in the future. Original
series including “Orange Is The New Black,”
“Narcos,” “House of Cards,” “Stranger Things,”
“Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt,” “Master of
None” and “The Crown” are available for
download starting yesterday.

“While many members enjoy watching
Netflix at home, we’ve often heard they

also want to continue their ‘Stranger
Things’ binge while on airplanes and other
places where internet is expensive or limit-
ed,” Eddy Wu, Netflix’s director of product
innovation, wrote in a blog post announc-
ing the feature.

Amazon Prime Video has offered offline
viewing to members on iOS and Android
apps for more than a year, while YouTube
Red subscribers also have access to videos
in offline mode.

Netflix’s new download feature is includ-
ed in all plans and available for Android
and iOS phones and tablets. To download
titles, users will need iOS 8.0 or later or
Android 4.4.2 or later as well as the latest
update of Netflix’s app.

Netflix execs had previously raised the
prospect of allowing downloads for offline
viewing, but they had suggested the com-
pany would first launch the feature in
countries with constrained bandwidth
infrastructure. — Reuters

Netflix launches downloads
for offline viewing on

smartphones, tablets

NEW YORK: You can now play “Pac-Man”
with your Facebook Messenger buddies.
Facebook is adding the option to play
games with your contacts on the mes-
saging app beginning this past Tuesday.
You can access the feature in the latest
version of the app by tapping a game
controller icon. Games available include
classics such as “Pac-Man,” “Space
Invaders” and “Galaga,” as well as newer
titles like “Words With Friends.” It’s the lat-
est effort by the world’s biggest social
network to get people to spend even
more time on its properties.

Messenger has a billion users. The app
will  recommend games based on
whether your friends play. Currently
there is no way to play with people who
are not your Messenger contacts, so if
your friends don’t like to play games, you
are out of luck.

Called “Instant Games,” the feature will

begin in 30 countries, with 17 titles,
though more will come. In addition to
Messenger, users can also play solo
games in their Facebook news feed.
Facebook tested the waters with two
simple Messenger games earlier this year
- soccer and basketball, both of which
involved flicking balls on the screen with
your finger. They proved popular.

Facebook has a long history with
gaming, which began with “FarmVille”
years ago when people logged in using
desktop computers. But since then,
Facebook gaming has sort of fallen by
the wayside, even as mobile games from
“Candy Crush” to “Pokemon Go” have
remained popular. Facebook hopes to
change that with its Instant Games.

The games themselves are simple to
play, and like the earlier soccer and bas-
ketball games, load inside Messenger
and don’t open in a separate app. — AP

Facebook adds free 
games like ‘Pac-Man’ 

to Messenger app

SAN FRANCISCO: This image provided by Facebook shows a demonstration of
Facebook’s new option to play games with contacts on Facebook Messenger.
Beginning Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016, the feature can be accessed in the latest ver-
sion of the messaging app by tapping a game controller icon. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Some passengers on San
Francisco’s public railway enjoyed free rides
during part of the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend after hackers infiltrated hundreds
of its workers’ computers and email
accounts.

The San Francisco Municipal Transport-
ation Agency says it decided to open the
gates at underground stations of its light rail
system Friday and Saturday after detecting a
“ransomware” attack aimed at stealing sensi-

tive information in an attempt to be paid for
the data’s return. Regular fares were still
charged for bus rides.

Agency spokesman Paul Rose says an
investigation determined that the hackers
didn’t get any financial records or other
potentially damaging information about
the system’s customers or employees. As of
late Monday afternoon, the agency was still
trying to determine how much revenue it
lost while giving free rides. — AP

San Francisco’s public 
railway system hit by hackers  


