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LONDON: Gareth Southgate is expect-
ed to be approved as the new England
manager by Football Association chiefs
yestersday, according to British media
reports.

Southgate has been in interim
charge since replacing Sam Allardyce in
September after he was forced out just
67 days into his reign following a Daily
Telegraph investigation into corruption
in football.

The 46-year-old Southgate has made
it clear he wants the job and, given the
lack of other quality candidates,  is
believed to have done enough during

his four games in charge to convince the
FA to hand him the post on a perma-
nent basis. Southgate’s position should
be ratified during an FA board meeting
later, although an official announce-
ment is unlikely to be immediate.

The former Middlesbrough boss, who
would become England’s third manager
this year following the departures of
Roy Hodgson and Allardyce, spoke to a
five-man panel at St George’s Park last
Monday after the end of his interim
reign. FA chairman Greg Clarke, chief
executive Martin Glenn, technical direc-
tor Dan Ashworth, former England play-

er Graeme Le Saux and League
Managers’ Association chairman
Howard Wilkinson were all involved.

While it was billed as an interview it
was more of a discussion about
Southgate’s vision of the England team.

Glenn had previously confirmed
Southgate was in a strong position and
the former England defender wanted
the job.

During his brief tenure Southgate
has already had to deal with controversy
with captain Wayne Rooney pictured
mingling with guests at the hotel where
England were based during his free time

following the 3-0 World Cup qualifying
win over Scotland.

Newspaper reports suggested the
skipper was drunk and made an
unscheduled appearance at a wedding
reception, with chief executive Glenn
promising an investigation into the con-
duct of all players and staff during their
free time.

Southgate was unbeaten in his four
games, winning two and drawing two,
including this month’s win over
Scotland which left England top of
Group F as they bid to reach the 2018
World Cup.

England also beat Malta and drew in
Slovenia before a 2-2 friendly draw with
Spain in Southgate’s last game, when
they squandered a two-goal lead in the
final minutes at Wembley.

Southgate’s backroom team will be
discussed at the board meeting, with
Chelsea assistant coach Steve Holland
set to be handed a full-time role with
the senior national side. The FA must
also look at the age group set-ups with
under-20 manager Aidy Boothroyd hav-
ing temporarily stepped up to replace
Southgate, who had previously served
as under-21 boss. —AFP
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MILWAUKEE: Milwaukee Bucks’ Michael Beasley and Cleveland Cavaliers’ Tristan Thompson go after a loose ball during the second half of an
NBA basketball game Tuesday, in Milwaukee. — AP

MILWAUKEE: Giannis Antetokounmpo tied a
career high with 34 points and the Milwaukee
Bucks stunned the Cleveland Cavaliers 118-101
on Tuesday night. Antetokounmpo added 12
rebounds and five assists while Milwaukee end-
ed Cleveland’s four-game winning streak. Jabari
Parker had 18 points and Michael Beasley had
17 off the bench for the Bucks. LeBron James
had 22 points for the Cavaliers, who fell to 13-3.
Kyrie Irving added 20 points. Milwaukee led by
22 points in the fourth quarter and cruised past
the defending champions, who benched their
starters midway through the final period. The
Bucks outscored Cleveland by 14 points in the
third quarter. Cleveland rode hot early shooting
to a 14-point first quarter lead, but Milwaukee
closed on a 10-0 run and trailed by only two at
the end of the period.  The hot hands of
Antetokounmpo and Beasley sparked
Milwaukee in the second quarter as the Bucks
built an advantage of eight points before lead-
ing 58-54 at the half.

NETS 127, CLIPPERS 122, 2OT
Sean Kilpatrick scored 31 of his career-high

38 points after the third quarter and Brooklyn
stopped a seven-game losing streak with a
double-overtime victory over Los Angeles.  The
Clippers started the game without Blake Griffin,
ended it without the ejected coach Doc Rivers
and dropped their third straight game by blow-
ing an 18-point lead. Chris Paul had 26 points,
13 assists and 10 rebounds for the Clippers, but
the best guard on the floor in crunch time was
Kilpatrick ,  who also had a career-best 14
rebounds. Brook Lopez added 27 points for the

Nets. DeAndre Jordan had 21 points and 23
rebounds for the Clippers, who rested Griffin,
their leading scorer.

MAGIC 95, SPURS 83
Serge Ibaka had 18 points and Orlando took

advantage of a sloppy night by San Antonio to
snap the Spurs’ nine-game winning streak. San
Antonio committed a season-high 19 turnovers
in its worst scoring performance of the season.
The Spurs have four home losses in the first two
months of this season after falling just once at
AT&T Center in 2015-16. Evan Fournier scored
13 points and Nikola Vucevic had 12 to help the
Magic snap a four-game skid.  Orlando entered
having lost eight of 11, but they were looser
and more fluid than San Antonio from the start.
The Spurs’ turnovers resulted in 19 points for
the Magic. Kawhi Leonard had 21 points for San
Antonio and LaMarcus Aldridge added 16.

PELICANS 105, LAKERS 88
Anthony Davis had 41 points and 16

rebounds, helping New Orleans dominate
short-handed Los Angeles. Jrue Holiday scored
22 points in his first start this season and Omer
Asik had 10 points and 11 assists while New
Orleans snapped a two-game skid. The Lakers
expected to be healthier with forward Julius
Randle returning to the lineup following a
three-game absence because of a hip injury,
but about two minutes into the game, starting
shooting guard Nick Young was carried off with
a strained right Achilles tendon. Lou Williams
scored 16 points for the Lakers and Randle fin-
ished with 12, but Los Angeles was in a 20-

point hole by the second quarter.

JAZZ 120, ROCKETS 101
Gordon Hayward scored a season-high 31

points, helping Utah beat Houston for its sea-
son-best fourth straight win. Utah started
strong en route to a season high for scoring.
Rodney Hood had 10 points during a 20-5 first-
quarter run after trailing 16-9, and Houston
never led again.  Hood finished with 19
points.Rudy Gobert recorded his 11th double-
double of the season with 16 points,  14
rebounds and three blocks. Hayward had seven
assists and five rebounds. James Harden scored
26 points but was an inefficient 8 for 23 from
the field. He also had seven assists and five
rebounds, while Eric Gordon scored 24 points
off the bench.

PISTONS 112, HORNETS 89
Tobias Harris scored 24 points, Kentavious

Caldwell-Pope and Marcus Morris each had 18
points and Detroit beat Charlotte for its third
straight win. Ish Smith added 13 points whhile
Detroit shot 49 percent from the field.  Kemba
Walker had 23 points for the Hornets, who were
playing their fourth game in five nights. The
Pistons hadn’t played since Saturday and
looked much fresher throughout the game in
snapping Charlotte’s two-game winning streak.
Detroit took a 10-point lead into the fourth
quarter after Caldwell-Pope knocked down a
pair of 3-pointers late in the third. Things got
sloppy from there with the Hornets turning the
ball over frequently on bad passes, and the
game quickly turning into a blowout. —AP
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NASSAU: Tiger Woods never knew he had
so many friends among his golfing rivals
until he needed their support after a 15-
month back injury layoff that ends today at
the Hero World Challenge.  The former
world number one returns in the 18-player
invitational after having not played a com-
petitive round since August 2015, the
longest layoff of the 14-time major champi-
on’s career.

“I’ve missed being out here with the
guys. I miss the fraternity. I miss the cama-
raderie,” Woods said Tuesday. “I’ve had a lot
more close friends out here than I thought.”

Two-time Masters champion Bubba
Watson says Woods has benefitted from
bonds made in the days when he inspired
an epic fan following but seemed distant
and alone from rivals.

“Tiger is a great man and to see him
open up, I think it’s for the better,” Watson
said. “He has got a smile on the face and a
bounce in his step. Who cares about the
golf? “I think he’s learning that now that we
all miss him. We miss the interaction with
him, seeing him practice, just listening and
learning from him. So I think he sees how
much he truly is missed.” Woods grew near-
er to some players during his time as a US
assistant Ryder Cup capitain earlier this
year. “My relationships with a lot of these
players have gotten closer, either through
hanging out at the restaurant (the Woods
Jupiter) or if it’s out playing or the Ryder
Cup, going out to dinner and BSing, it has
been fun,” Woods said.

“I’ve had a lot of friends help me. It’s
hard to fathom how many players have
really rallied and tried to help me come
back and offered any kind of advice, any
kind of help, whether it’s with equipment,
playing, getting out and going out to din-
ner, just being part of the tour and part of
the fraternity.”

‘MORE THAN JUST GOLF’ 
Woods seemed a man alone during

much of his career’s success and after his

infamous sex scandal, but has kindled new
friendships from a new generation of tour
players, those he inspired rather than dom-
inated.  “I think Tiger has softened now with
his kids and the way he’s interacted in the
(Ryder Cup) team room, what he said, how
he put his arm around certain people and
trying to inspire them,” Watson said. “His
own foundation is probably changing him,
making him realize that there’s more than
just golf or being the greatest golfer of all
time. That’s going to help him in golf and
it’s going to help him in life.”

Watson, the 2012 and 2014 Masters win-
ner, won last year’s Challenge with a 25-
under par 263 total over the 7,267-yard
Ernie Els-designed layout at the Albany
resort. The event is owned by Woods’ foun-
dation and is putting down roots in the
Bahamas after three sites in three years.
Watson is among those who have played it
through several injury comebacks for
Woods, whose ailing knees and back cut
into his campaigns before wiping out his
2015-16 season.  “It’s amazing to see the
outpouring of support from our side. He
has meant so much to all of us. He has
inspired all of us, touched all of us in differ-
ent ways,” Watson said. “We’re just excited,
us guys in the field. We’re pulling for him
and want him to be the best he can.”

‘WE WANT OUR CHAMPION BACK’ 
Watson summed up the feelings of

many golf fans who dream of Woods’ glory
era but just want to see him play, in the
same way that Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer
and Gary Player were loved long past their
peak days.  “Just let us watch you for four
days,” Watson said. “I don’t care what the
score is. We want our champion back. We
want our Tiger Woods back.

“If he feels good after four days and he’s
not hurting on Monday morning, then he’ll
play in January. He’ll play these events that
we’re used to seeing him in and used to
watching him dominate and get excited
about.” — AFP

Tiger finds support 

from rivals he inspired

NASSAU: Tiger Woods of the United States takes a club from his bag, alongside cad-
die Joe LaCava, on the fourth hole during the pro-am ahead of the Hero World
Challenge at Albany, The Bahamas yesterday in Nassau, Bahamas. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Former NFL star Darren
Sharper was sentenced Tuesday a 20-year
prison term, ending a tour of shame and pun-
ishment in the courthouse where he first
admitted drugging and raping women in four
states.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Michael
Pastor denounced Sharper’s “horrible conduct”
and “disgraceful abuse of trust” during the hear-
ing that concluded prosecutions that
unmasked the popular former all-pro safety
and Super Bowl champ as a serial rapist.

Under the terms of a plea deal negotiated
with prosecutors in four states, Sharper will be
eligible for parole in about eight years because
California law requires he serve half his sen-
tence and he has already been behind bars
more than two years since his arrest.

But he will probably serve more time if an
appeals court upholds an 18-year prison sen-
tence handed down by a New Orleans federal
judge who rejected the deal as too lenient.
Sharper has appealed that harsher sentence.

Sharper, 41, sat quietly in court in orange jail
scrubs and never addressed the court or two
emotional victims who spoke about evenings
that began innocently enough partying with

friends turned into nightmares they can no
longer escape after he secretly slipped drugs in
their shot glasses and insisted they drink. Both
women blacked out and later awoke to the
groggy reality that something terribly wrong
had occurred that they couldn’t immediately
comprehend in their drug-induced stupor.

“I started vomiting, my head was pounding
and I had trouble seeing clearly,” said one vic-
tim, who said her rape on Jan. 15, 2014 was “the
worst night of my life.”

The woman, identified only as Jane Doe 2,
teared up before she even addressed the court
and dabbed at her nose with a tissue through-
out. She said her surfing career spiraled down-
ward afterward, she lost her self-confidence,
lives in fear and at one point considered sui-
cide. “The only good thing about this situation
is that this disgusting low-life human will be
sent to prison for many years and is likely he
will never be able to do to this to another
woman again,” she said. “I hope this scumbag
will now feel as worthless as he has made me
feel.” Sharper, 41, was working as an NFL net-
work analyst when women in several cities
began reporting how nights of partying with
their girlfriends and Sharper ended with them

waking up in his hotel room confused and dis-
covering they had been sexually assaulted.

Sharper’s arrest came as the NFL was deal-
ing with off-field problems with players
accused of crimes ranging from spousal abuse
to murder.

The second woman, identified as Jane Doe
4, was with a friend when they were drugged
by Sharper in his hotel room in 2013, hours
after they met at a Sports Illustrated 50th
anniversary party. She woke up on a bed with
her clothes on, blood coming out of her nose
and did now know where she was. She said her
friend had been sexually assaulted, and both
fled fearing for their lives.

“It’s one thing to be a victim, but to be the
victim that got ‘lucky’ in some eyes is not
easy to live with,” Jane Doe 4 said. “When I
think back to that night I wonder what he
could have done to me.  That’s not lucky. It’s
haunting.” The Associated Press does not
generally name people who are victims of
sex crimes. Sharper retired from the league in
2011 after a 14-year career with the Green
Bay Packers, the Minnesota Vikings and, final-
ly, in New Orleans with the Saints, where he
won a Super Bowl.—AP
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LOS ANGELES: In this Feb. 20, 2014, file photo, Darren Sharper looks toward his attorney,
Blair Berk, during an appearance in Los Angeles Superior Court in Los Angeles. The former
NFL football star’s tour of shame and punishment reached its conclusion in the Los
Angeles courtroom where he first admitted drugging and raping women in several states.
Sharper was sentenced Tuesday to 20 years in prison. — AP


