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SYDNEY: Pat Cummins’ international
career has had more than its fair share of
false starts due to injuries but captain
Steve Smith hopes the upcoming one-
day series against New Zealand will
prove a launchpad for the Australia fast
bowler to kick on.

The right armer, who made a dream
test debut against South Africa as a raw
18-year-old in 2011 with match figures
of seven for 117, was recalled to the
Australian side for the first time in more

than a year for the three-match
Chappell-Hadlee series.

The 23-year-old missed all of last sea-
son after yet another stress fracture in
his lower back but returned with a
vengeance in Australia’s domestic one-
day competition last month, taking 15
wickets at 18.60.

Chairman of selectors Trevor Hohns
said when the one-day squad was
named last week that he was particularly
pleased to see him back bowling with

real pace. With Australia choosing not to
rest test spearheads Mitchell Starc and
Josh Hazlewood, Smith had three gen-
uinely quick bowlers at his disposal for
the series against New Zealand that
starts in Sydney on Sunday.

“It looked like he bowled with some
good pace so it’s nice to have the option
of Starc, Hazlewood and Cummins at our
disposal,” Smith told Australian
Associated Press in Sydney on
Wednesday. “It’s very exciting.”

Cummins, man of the match in his
test debut, has been blighted by injury
since, suffering heel problems, a torn
side muscle and stress fractures in his
back. Such have been the extent of his
injuries, he has played just eight first-
class games since he made his debut for
New South Wales against Tasmania in
Hobart as a 17-year-old. His last first-
class game was on last year’s Ashes tour
of England. Smith, however, said that if
he could prove his fitness through limit-

ed overs cricket then he could be in the
frame for Australia’s tour of India next
February. “Obviously he’s going to play
these one-dayers. I dare say he’ll play the
one-dayers at the back end of the sum-
mer as well and I think after Christmas
he might be playing some Shield crick-
et,” Smith added. “India’s possible. He’s
obviously got to play some Shield crick-
et first and see how he goes ... how his
body holds up. “So far he’s going pretty
well.”—Reuters

Australia’s Cummins to make latest comeback in one-dayers

WIESBADEN: F1 Mercedes driver and 2016 World Champion, Nico Rosberg from Germany celebrates with fans  in Wiesbaden Germany, yester-
day. Rosberg was born in Wiesbaden. — AP

WIESBADEN: Formula One world champion
Nico Rosberg hailed Mercedes team mate
Lewis Hamilton as one of the greatest driv-
ers of all time yesterday but ruled out forg-
ing any friendly ties with the Briton as long
as they raced each other.

Rosberg, who lost out to Hamilton in the
previous two years, made it third time lucky
when he clinched his maiden title with a
second-place finish behind the triple world
champion at the season finale in Abu Dhabi
on Sunday.

The pair have been at loggerheads all
season and their frosty relationship had
been compared by Mercedes boss Toto
Wolff as a volcano ready to erupt.

Hamilton compounded matters further

when he deliberately slowed the pace from
the front in Abu Dhabi,  hoping to back
Rosberg into a position where rival drivers
could overtake the German in a last-ditch
effort to overhaul his 12-point deficit.

“Lewis is one of the best of all time. He
sets  a  high standard,” the 31-year- old
Rosberg told reporters during a visit to his
Wiesbaden birthplace in Germany.

The tense atmosphere between the
chi ldhood fr iends as  they waited for
Sunday’s podium ceremony spoke volumes,
with Rosberg hoisting the sport’s 86-year-
old commercial supremo Bernie Ecclestone
into the air  but  choosing to ignore
Hamilton. There was minimal eye contact,
let alone a handshake.

“It will always be difficult between us. We
are in the same team and race against each
other for titles,” Rosberg said. “It is virtually
impossible to have a good relationship. We
used to be best  fr iends when we were
young so at least we have this respect for
each other. This helps somewhat,” he added.

“ I  do  not  k now how he fee ls  at  the
moment but I know how I felt in 2014 and
2015.” Rosberg lost any hope of claiming
the 2014 title with an engine problem at
the final race of the season but he has be
free of such reliabil ity issues this year.
“For me it  was diff icult  to stomach.  In
2015 I lost to him again. It will now take
s o m e  t i m e  f o r  h i m  t o  p r o c e s s  t h i s ,”
Rosberg said. — Reuters

Hamilton one of the best, 

but no friend: Rosberg

MOHALI: England captain Alastair Cook is
looking forward to a rare week-long break
in a hectic playing schedule after the heavy
third Test defeat against India in Mohali
Tuesday. Virat Kohli’s side won by eight
wickets to take an unassailable 2-0 lead in
the five-Test series.

But England’s players are looking to
unwind with some welcome down time in
Dubai before making the short trip from
the Gulf resort city to Mumbai for the
fourth Test, which begins on December 8.

“The break comes at a very good time,
obviously, after three back-to-back Test
matches,” Cook told reporters after the
defeat. Some of the England squad have
been on duty since landing in Bangladesh
on September 30 for three one-day inter-
nationals followed by the 1-1 draw in the
Test series there. Cook himself has spent
just 18 hours with his new-born daughter
after dashing home from the Bangladesh
tour for her birth.

“We have this week off and I think, most
people going to Dubai,” said Cook.
“Mentally it will be break from cricket. We
will come back little bit more refreshed.”

Cook’s team has endured tough couple
of months after losing a Test to Bangladesh

for the first time and are now staring at a
series defeat against top-ranked India.

But Cook remembered that four years
ago in India England came back from 1-0
down to win the four-Test series 2-1 and
said that if they show greater consistency
they can still save the series. 

“The challenge is try and put in that per-
formance in which consistently, over five
days, we play well.  “We have done it in one
game (the first Test in Rajkot), we haven’t
done it in the other two,” said Cook.

Cook said it was difficult to compare
with the 2012 tour, because the two teams
have changed character since.

“The India we played in 2012 was differ-
ent, probably an ageing team compared to
now,” Cook said, adding that his current
side were still learning how to tackle unfa-
miliar sub-continent conditions with low,
turning pitches.

“In 2012 we were a lot more experi-
enced and had played a lot more in the
sub-continent over the three years before
that. “This side, only two in the top order
(Joe Root and Cook himself ) have played
more than one or two games in the sub-
continent before we played in Bangladesh.
That’s probably the difference.” —AFP

Cook and England to 

unwind before Test

SYDNEY:  Australia’s blue water Sydney
to Hobart classic will this year see the
domination of eight-time line honours
winner Wild Oats challenged by a
Scandinavian dark horse and a Korean
dubut among more Asian entries.

Four supermaxis will tackle the gru-
elling 628-nautical-mile race among a
field of 93, organisers said yesterday,
with local hero Wild Oats the favourite.

Skipper Mark Richards can’t forget last
year’s shock retirement with a split mast
and said improvements had been made.

“We’ve learnt a lot from last year,” he
said at the official launch for the
December 26 race.

“Our preparation this year has been
fantastic,” including thousands of miles
of sailing and some “tweaking”.

Richards has removed the yacht’s hori-
zontal hydrofoil, explaining that a new
11-metre long forward section of the hull
negated the need for it. It also makes the
vessel 300 kilograms lighter.

Wild Oats XI, which will be racing in its
12th Sydney to Hobart, “is still a great
machine,” he added.

Finn Ludde Ingvall took line honours
in 2000 and 2004 and he is back for 2016
with Nicorette completely redesigned
and renamed CQS. The 90-foot maxi has
grown into a 100-foot supermaxi in a bid
to rival the world’s fastest yachts, with
legendary New Zealand skipper Chris
Dixon at the helm.

Ingvall, who lives in Sydney, rates Wild
Oats “the best yacht in the world”,
despite its early retirement last year
allowing US supermaxi Comanche to win
in two days, eight hours, 58 minutes and
30 seconds.

“It ’s not the same boat,” he told
reporters about CQS. “From the mast for-
ward, it ’s new and from the steering

backwards it’s new. She’s a very radical
thing, incorporating a lot of ideas.

“We should be good in light airs,” he
added. “In some conditions we will be up
there but we are focusing on taking the
boat to the finish line.”

That’s the ambition of most entrants
for the 72nd version of the race from
Sydney down Australia’s east coast and
across the wild Bass Strait to Hobart.

ARRIVE IN ONE PIECE 
Another rebadged supermaxi is

Scallywag, now owned by Hong Kong
businessman Seng Huang Lee, which
came second in line honours last year as
Ragamuffin.

Supermaxi Perpetual Loyal is also
back for another tilt after pulling out of
the previous two races with damage.

Among 12 international entries, the
Korea Ocean Sailing Club has chartered a
52-footer and named it Sonic for the
nation’s first Sydney to Hobart.

Team Korea is mostly from Seoul and
Busan with experience from the
America’s Cup, while skipper Kwangmin
‘Andrew’ Rho contested last year’s race
aboard Flying Fish Arctos, the organisers
said. China has two entries for 2016 with
Dong Qing back with Ark323 and a new
crew after a stormy debut ended in early
retirement for the country’s first ever
entry last year. “We did not expect 50-
knot winds,” Qing said of the savage
southerlies that blasted the race in 2015,
with dozens of boats pulling out.

“This year we are going to be better.”
Overall handicap honours went to

Australia’s Balance last December with
the TP52 competing again, hoping for a
second successive crown. “We will be
doing our damnedest to get there in one
piece,” said owner Paul Clitheroe. —AFP

Flying Finn eyes favourite 

Wild Oats in Sydney to Hobart

SYDNEY: Rolex Sydney to Hobart yacht race 2015 winner Paul Clitheroe, owner/skip-
per of Balance, and Mark Richards, skipper Wild Oats XI pose with the trophy at the
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia in Sydney yesterday. Australia’s grueling Sydney to
Hobart yacht race, one of the world’s most famous races starts on Boxing Day and is
the 72nd edition of the epic contest. — AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan captain Misbah-ul-Haq believes it can
bounce back from its 2-0 loss in New Zealand when it takes
on a new-look Australia in a three-test series next month.

“Australia is not a settled team, and they have made
changes in the last (test) match (against South Africa),”
Misbah said in Lahore yesterday. “Their new players are
familiar with their own conditions, but at the same time
when someone comes new into test matches, you have a
chance to exploit it.”

Australia avoided being whitewashed by South Africa as
new caps Matt Renshaw, Peter Handscomb, and Nic
Maddinson won the day-night third test in Adelaide last
weekend. Misbah returned home after losing the first test
in Christchurch because of the death of his father-in-law.
He would have missed the second test in Hamilton anyway,
because he was handed a one-match suspension for
another slow over-rate. He will rejoin the team before the
first day-night Test in Brisbane on Dec. 15.

Pakistan’s top order struggled in seaming conditions in
New Zealand. They lost nine wickets in the last session in
Hamilton to lose by 138 runs. Only opener Sami Aslam and
Babar Azam scored half-centuries in four test innings.
However, Pakistan kept faith in the same 16-man squad for
the three tests against Australia.

“Conditions were difficult in New Zealand with plenty of
grass on both wickets,” Misbah said.  “But I believe wickets
will be better in Australia, and this team has the capability
to make a comeback.”

Pakistan, which rose to No. 1 in the test rankings,
slipped to No. 4 after losing in New Zealand. But Misbah
said Pakistan wasn’t suddenly a bad team.

“In one series, if your bowlers or batsmen do not per-
form, you can’t say it’s not a good team,” 

he said. “We have been taking 20 wickets (in a test
match) in UAE, and I hope the players have learnt their les-
sons in New Zealand.”

The 42-year-old Misbah, who has already quit ODIs and
Twenty20s for Pakistan, has no immediate plans to quit
tests, and said as long as he stayed fit and the team needed
him he will play on. “The team’s confidence level has come
down with the recent performances in New Zealand.  I am
focusing on the Australian series and raising the level of
the team and regaining the confidence of players.

“I have said before, you don’t know what happens
tomorrow, but I have no fitness problem and hope to play
as long as I stay fit. If I felt the team still needs me and I stay
fit, I will continue playing.” —AP

Pakistan can bounce back 

against new-look Aussies

Misbah-ul-Haq


