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KUWAIT: Kuwait Tennis team that won
the doubles gold medal in the men’s and
juniors Arab Championship that was
held in Morocco returned home.
President of Kuwait and Arab Tennis
Federations Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Sabah, Deputy Chairman of
KTF Abdelsamad Al-Aryan, Board
Member Ali Al-Daihani, and PSA repre-
sentative Bashar Al-Kandari received the
delegation. Kuwait’s players Mohammad
Al-Ghareeb and Abdallah Maqdis won
the doubles gold medal after beating
Morocco’s Khalid Alloush and Mahdi
Jaddi in the final match 6/3, 6/3.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber expressed his
satisfaction with Al-Ghareeb and Maqdis’
achievements, and dedicated it to HH
The Amir and HH The Crown Prince and
Kuwaiti people.

On the other hand Kuwait was on top
of all Arab countries that participated in
Davis Cup, including those in North
Africa. Kuwait placed 59th worldwide,
followed by Tunis 65, Morocco 71,
Algeria 83, Lebanon 84, Syria 85, Egypt
95, Qatar 97, UAE 100, Jordan 101, Iraq
107, Bahrain 108, Saudi Arabia 113,
Oman 122 and Libya 132.

Victorious Kuwait tennis players return home

MONACO: A reform-driven Sebastian Coe and
drugs-tainted Russia will again be in the spot-
light of athletics’ world governing body when
the IAAF gathers for three days of crunch meet-
ings starting today.

A crucial part of the opening IAAF Council
meeting will be dedicated to the latest update
from Norwegian Rune Andersen, the head of the
IAAF Taskforce looking into the steps Russia is
taking to combat doping.

The International Association of Athletics
Federations first enforced a ban on Russian ath-
letes in international competition in November
2015 after a bombshell World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) report unveiled systematic
state-sponsored doping and corruption.

Andersen will report to IAAF’s decision-mak-
ing body whether he thinks Russia have since
met the reinstatement conditions set down. The
initial ban has twice been extended, in March
and June this year.

It was Andersen’s latter Taskforce report in
Vienna that scuppered Russian athletes’ chances
of competing at the Rio Games, despite a last-
ditch campaign to overthrow the ban led by
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Putin has in recent days, however, approved a
law criminalising doping in sports, while Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Vitaly Mutko has prom-
ised anti-doping inspectors full access to military
cities which are normally closed to members of
the public although often listed as training
bases by many Russian athletes.

Staying with the anti-doping theme, Coe will
on Saturday preside over a Special IAAF
Congress, a one-issue meeting concentrating on
the governance structure reform proposals pre-
sented in his ‘Time for Change’ document.

The reforms have already been given whole-
sale support by the IAAF Athletes Commission,
whose members said they believed that the
reforms would “set and enforce higher ethical
standards and enable athletics to regain the
credibility and trust it deserves”.

Coe has gone out of his way to ensure his
reform process is widely understood, having
embarked on a roadshow in October and
November that took in the Dominican Republic,
Chile, Portugal, Australia, Qatar and South Africa.

The Briton, twice an Olympic 1500m gold
medallist, is pushing for an independent drugs
testing regime as part of his overhaul of world
athletics, saying that “results management” has
been a failure given “national interest involved”.

He is proposing an “independent Athletics
Integrity Unit”, which will be responsible for dop-
ing matters, taking powers away from national
associations.  The unit would also look into ille-
gal betting and transfers of allegiance.

Other mooted reforms include a restructur-
ing of the IAAF Council so that it has 50 percent
female membership, new checks and balances
on the president, and new vetting procedures
on individuals.

The proposed changes, which need a two-
thirds’ majority to be passed at Saturday’s vote,
have been brought about by the scandal which
continues to engulf athletics.

‘COVER UP’ 
In the latest revelation, a weekend report by

Germany’s ARD television and France’s Le
Monde newspaper said the wanted son of oust-
ed IAAF president Lamine Diack took millions of
euros from Russian competitors in return for
“total protection” from failed doping tests.

Six athletes each paid between 300,000 and
700,000 euros ($318,000-$740,000) to top offi-
cials including Papa Massata Diack who is want-
ed by French authorities but in hiding in his
native Senegal, the report said.

His father, Lamine Diack, who was charged
after standing down as IAAF president in August
2015, is under house arrest in France.

“The organised cover-up of suspected doping
in the world of track and field has as such
assumed a previously unimagined scale,” said
ARD. “And once again, it is primarily athletes
from one nation under scrutiny: Russia.”

Sandwiched between the two IAAF meetings
come the IAAF Athletics Awards, which were
cancelled last year in the wake of the terrorist
attacks in Paris.

Fresh from securing an unprecedented third
consecutive treble of Olympic golds at the Rio
Games, Usain Bolt is hot favourite to walk away
with the men’s Athlete of the Year award from
Mo Farah and Wayde van Niekerk.

In the women’s category, 10,000 m Olympic
champion Almaz Ayana from Ethiopia is up
against  double spr int  champion Elaine

Thompson of Jamaica and the Olympic ham-
mer thrower champion,  Poland’s  Anita
Wlodarczyk. —AFP

Firefighting Coe, Russia 
again in IAAF spotlight

Sebastian Coe

LAUSANNE: Russian heptathlete Tatyana
Chernova was banned by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) on Tuesday for
doping and stripped of her 2011 world
title, effectively handing the crown to
Jessica Ennis-Hill.

Chernova’s gold medal from the world
championships in Daegu, South Korea is
now set to be awarded to the Briton Ennis-
Hill, the 2012 London Olympic champion
and silver medallist at this year ’s Rio
Games.  CAS banned Chernova, 28, for
three years and eight months, with all her
results over a two-year period from the
world championships in 2011 now void.
Ennis-Hill, who won world gold in her own
right in 2009 and 2015, has long called for
the 2011 title to go to her after Chernova
had a sample from the 2009 world champi-
onships retested later to reveal an anabolic
steroid.  Chernova, just the latest Russian
athlete punished for doping, would not
have been eligible to compete in South
Korea if her positive test had been discov-
ered at the time.

Soon after the CAS statement came out,
Ennis-Hill posted a message on Instagram
alongside a picture of her and a celebrat-
ing Chernova in Daegu.  “This image was
forever imprinted in my mind! However
much it drove me on for what I was about
to achieve at my first Olympics in London,
in my heart I just knew it was wrong,”
Ennis-Hill wrote.

“So happy to finally be receiving my

gold medal. Triple World Champion WOW.”
Ennis-Hill, the 2012 Olympic champion,
won her other heptathlon world golds at
Berlin in 2009 and Beijing last year.

As well as losing her 2011 world title
Chernova has also been deprived of her
2012 Olympic bronze, with Lithuania’s
Austra Skujyte set to inherit third.  CAS
issued bans for Russian middle distance
runners Ekaterina Sharmina (three years)
and Kristina Ugarova (two years).

All three cases were referred to CAS by
athletics’ governing body the IAAF in
February with the top sports court step-
ping in to take over from Russia’s suspend-
ed athletics federation the ARAF.

The IAAF had ruled that CAS was to
determine the fate of all Russian athletes
accused of doping.

This trio were found guilty after their
“Athlete Biological Passports (ABP) showed
evidence of blood doping,” CAS said in a
statement.  Tuesday’s verdicts are open to
appeal. In its statement CAS said: “The col-
lection of the blood samples for these ath-
letes started many years ago (dating back
to 2009 for Ms Chernova, to 2011-2012 for
the others), but the analysis of the blood
values and of the Biological Passports was
conducted in 2015.”

Russia’s image in world sports has been
badly tarnished by evidence of state-spon-
sored doping that saw its athletics team
and entire Paralympics squad excluded
from the Rio Games this summer.  — AFP

CAS bans Chernova, Ennis-Hill 
set for third world title
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sports Club
(KSSC) will organize the Public Sports
Authority tournament at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex from
December 2-4. The tournament includes
skeet, trap, double trap, 10m pistol and
rifle, and 50m rifle besides Olympic
archery.

President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Eng. Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi
lauded the interest of Public Authority for
sports in shooting and shooters and the
support it gives to ensure continued suc-
cess at all levels and arenas.

The closing ceremony will be held
Sunday, December 4 at 7 pm at the shoot-
ing club premises.

KSSC to organise
shooting tourney

Duaij Al-Otaibi

LONDON: Attacking rugby will be reward-
ed with bonus points in next year’s Six
Nations, organisers said yesterday, includ-
ing match winners taking four points
instead of two. 

The Six Nations is the last major rugby
tournament to introduce bonus points-
Super Rugby had them from the inception
of the competition in 1996, the World Cup
brought them in from 2003 and the south-
ern hemisphere Rugby Championship and
European Champions Cup also awards
them. The move, which will be on a trial
basis and apply also to the Women’s and
Under-20s Six Nations tournaments, will
see the winners of each match receive four
points instead of two, but if they score four
or more tries they will garner a bonus point
as well.  The new measure for the Six
Nations has been called for by many within
the game in recent years.

John Feehan, chief executive of the Six
Nations, said they had sought to strike the
right balance between rewarding attacking
rugby and maintaining the climax to the
showpiece-in the 2015 edition three coun-
tries went into the final games with
chances of winning the crown.

“The drama and excitement of the last
weekend of the Six Nations Championship

is unique and is, more often than not, driv-
en by a number of teams on equal champi-
onship points all competing for first place
on the table,” said Feehan.

“It is important for us to ensure that any
bonus-point system which is implemented
would not, in any way, take away from this
unique dynamic.

“At the same time, we are also conscious
that we must reward try-scoring and an
attacking style of play that will deliver more
tries and greater rewards for fans and play-
ers alike.”

Even losing sides can come away with
something if they meet certain provisos,
gaining one point for either losing by seven
points or less or for scoring four tries in a
defeat, and two points if they lose by seven
points or less but score four tries in the
process. If there is a draw both teams split
the points as before, only this time they will
get two apiece.

A Grand Slam like England achieved in
their first Six Nations under Eddie Jones
this year will see the team awarded three
extra points, which would give them some
form of insurance over teams who might
lose a match but gain enough bonus points
to overhaul the side that beat all of their
rivals. — AFP

Six Nations introduces bonus 
points to reward attacking rugby

World chess battle heads 
for tiebreak endgame

NEW YORK: The battle for the world
chess crown heads into a four-game
tiebreaker yesterday, after 12 regular
rounds failed to separate reigning cham-
pion Magnus Carlsen and his Russian
challenger Sergei Karyakin.

After a win apiece and nine draws, the
pair head into the chess equivalent of
extra time in soccer, beginning a series of
four quickfire games in New York at 2pm
(1900 GMT). Unlike the earlier rounds,
which lasted an average of six hours, the
rapid play rules mean the players have
just 25 minutes each, so each game will
be over in an hour. If they are still tied
afterwards they will play a series of blitz
games, played at the rate of five minutes
per player at the start, with three sec-
onds added after each move.

“If there is still no winner, Carlsen and
Karyakin will play an Armageddon game
in which white has five minutes and
black has four, but black only has to draw
to win the match,” the World Chess
Federation said. The accelerated games
leave plenty of opportunity for harried
mistakes, and while predictions are diffi-
cult, Carlsen-a king of the blitz format-
remains favourite.

The Norwegian, who turned 26 yester-
day, has played several blitz tournaments
this year, beating US grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura in one in October.

But he has occasionally shown flashes
of losing his cool, as when he slammed

the door of the press room after defeat in
the eighth round, earning a fine of five
percent of his prize money. 

‘CAPABLE OF UPSET’ 
Karyakin, a child prodigy who became

the youngest ever chess grandmaster at
the age of 12, has known Carlsen for
years and has little to lose, with no-one
even expecting him to reach the final.

“Sergei has impressed everyone with
his tenacity these last few weeks so he is
perfectly capable of pulling an upset,”
said So, who travelled to New York from
Minnesota to watch the clash.

Much has been made of the clash as a
reprise of the great Cold War chess bat-
tles of the 1970s, but Karyakin, who is
from Crimea and supported Russia’s 2014
annexation of the peninsula, has played
down political overtones.

But he knows that a hero’s welcome
will await him in Russia-where chess was
elevated to the status of national institu-
tion in the Soviet era-if he wins the
crown. The last Russian to claim the title
was Vladimir Kramnik in 2007. 

In a sign of the final’s significance to
Moscow, President Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman Dimitry Peskov was in New
York to see the start of the head-to-head.

As well as the title, the winner will also
take home 600,000 euros ($637,000),
while the loser will walk away with a con-
solation prize of 400,000 euros. — AFP 


