
ISLAMABAD:  Mohammad Hafeez’s bowling action was cleared by the
International Cricket Council yesterday, and the Pakistan offspinner can
resume bowling in internationals. Hafeez was reassessed in Brisbane on Nov.
17, when it was revealed that the amount of elbow extension for all of his
offspin deliveries was within the allowed 15-degree level of tolerance. He
was first suspended from bowling in November 2014, and
reassessed and permitted to resume bowling in April
2015. He was reported again in June 2015 during a
test against Sri Lanka at Galle, and was subsequent-
ly suspended from bowling for 12 months in July
2015 after an independent assessment revealed he
employed an illegal bowling action for the second
time in 24 months. The ICC said in a statement that
umpires were still able to report Hafeez if they
believe he was displaying a suspect action. To assist
the umpires, they will be provided with images and
video footage of the bowler’s remodeled legal bowl-
ing action. Hafeez has 52 wickets in tests, 129 in
ODIs, and 46 in T20s. — AP
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MADRID: Saturday’s blockbuster La Liga clash between
Barcelona and Real Madrid will be preceded by a minute’s
silence for the 71 people killed in a plane crash that deci-
mated the Brazilian football team Chapecoense. “Every day
and every weekend there are hundreds of thousands of
players travelling in cars, buses, trains and planes... they are
always exposed to this risk of accidents,” said La Liga presi-
dent Javier Tebas on Wednesday.  “We want to recognise,
remember and offer our condolences to the families.” A
minute’s silence will also be held before all matches in the
Copa del Rey across Spain on today. Madrid, Barca and
Atletico Madrid were among a host of Spanish clubs to
express shock and sadness at the plane crash in Colombia
on Tuesday.  Former Atletico midfielder Cleber Santana was
one of those killed as the plane went down just before
reaching its destination in Medellin, where Chapecoense
were to play in a Copa Sudamericana f inal.  Three
Chapecoense players were among six survivors rescued
from the wreckage.—AFP
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COLOMBO: Sri Lanka yesterday said it has roped in legendary Pakistan paceman
Wasim Akram as a mentor ahead of the team’s gruelling tour of South Africa next
month. Akram, 50, will conduct a day-long coaching clinic in Colombo today, Sri
Lanka Cricket said, in what would be the first of a series of programmes involving for-
eign experts. “We are honoured that Akram has accepted our invitation to be a part
of this initiative,” Sri Lanka Cricket chief Thilanga Sumathipala said. Sumathipala also
said the 2019 World Cup could be within the grasp of Sri Lanka if the team is given
the right guidance. Sri Lanka won the World Cup in 1996 but choked twice in the

finals of the 2007 and 2011 editions. The latest coaching session
comes as the victorious team returned home Tuesday after
beating Zimbabwe in a two-Test series in Harare and lifting a
triangular tournament that also involved the West Indies.

Regarded as one of the best left-arm pacemen ever to grace the
game, Akram took 414 Test wickets and 502 in 356 one-day
internationals-both still a Pakistan record. Sri Lanka are set to

tour South Africa for three Tests, three T20 matches and five ODIs
starting December 26, with national coach Graham Ford warning

of a tough challenge against the formidable Proteas. — AFP
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ACICO participates in annual charitable event of RUNQ8

KUWAIT: Contributing to the events of
the annual charitable RUNQ8 benefiting
the Fawziya Al Sultan Center for
Treatment & Development of Special
Needs Children, ACICO Group - Kuwait’s
leading Construction Materials
Manufacturer - eagerly participated in
support of this noble cause.

Conveying her delight, Eng Ghosson
Al Khaled - Deputy Chief Executive
Officer of ACICO Industries, expressed
the importance the company associates
with participation in such community
events that contribute towards shedding
light on social challenges that require
attention from all sectors of society.

Al Khaled stressed that this participa-
tion comes within the scope of ACICO’s
corporate social responsibility plans that
aim to strengthen relations between the
company and the active institutions
within the community.

Al Khaled extended her appreciation
to all ACICO participants for their consci-
entious involvement in this noble
humanitarian cause, and was delighted
as one of ACICO’s participants earned the
8th place completing 5k at this charita-
ble race.  She also expressed her deep
gratitude to the organizers and those
responsible for the event wishing them
all the best and success for their future.

TOKYO: Hoping to avoid last-minute financial
pressures, Japanese officials said yesterday they
are determined to keep total costs of the 2020
Tokyo Olympics Games below 2 trillion yen ($18
billion) after a three-day debriefing from organ-
izers of the Rio de Janeiro Games.

Rio was forced to make cuts up to the open-
ing of this year’s games because the Brazilian
economy went into severe recession after the
Olympics were awarded in 2009.

Tokyo’s estimated costs have ballooned in the
face of construction costs that have soared since
the city launched its bid for the Olympics in 2011
and secured the games in 2013.

“We’re committed to reducing costs,” Tokyo
organizing committee CEO Toshiro Muto said
after the debriefing wrapped up. “The city gov-
ernment, the national government and the
organizing committee must all work together.”

A Tokyo government panel has said the cost
of the Olympics could exceed $30 billion - four
times the initial estimate - unless drastic cuts are
made. Muto proposed putting a 2 trillion yen
($18 billion) cap on total Olympic costs but IOC
vice president John Coates said the ceiling was
too high. “The figure of 2 trillion is a starting
point,” Muto said. “From there we will move to
reduce it further. Mr. Coates has said it should be
lower and we agree with that.” More than 500
officials took part in the debriefing sessions here
that are aimed at drawing lessons from the Rio
Games for Tokyo and other future organizers.

Representatives of the International Olympic
Committee, Tokyo organizers and Japan’s central
and city governments have been meeting in
Tokyo to discuss ways of reducing costs.

Tokyo Olympic organizers agreed Tuesday to
keep the rowing, canoe sprint and swimming
venues at their planned sites in Tokyo, rather
than moving them to exiting venues outside the
capital. A decision on a possible switch of the
volleyball venue was postponed until late
December. Coates, who heads the IOC’s coordi-
nation commission for the Tokyo Games,
emphasized the need to resolve issues quickly.
“The sooner you get out there and arrive at
entering into your various procurement con-
tracts to commence construction then the
cheaper it’s going to be,” he said.

Tokyo initially won the bid on a promise to
stage a compact games but has moved several
events to neighboring prefectures since beating
out Istanbul and Madrid in the IOC voting.

Basketball will be staged in Saitama, a one-
hour train ride north of Tokyo, while cycling was
transferred to Izu, over two hours away from the
capital. In addition to the IOC executives and
representatives from Rio and Tokyo, the debrief-
ing was attended by organizers of the 2018
Winter Games in Pyeongchang, South Korea,
and 2022 Winter Olympics in Beijing, as well as
delegations from the three bid cities for the
2024 Olympics - Paris,  Budapest and Los
Angeles. —AP

TOKYO: John Coates, chairperson of the International Olympic Commettee (IOC) Coordination
Commission for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, gestures as he makes a speech during the
closing plenary session of the tree-day IOC Debriefing meeting of the Rio de Janeiro Olympic
Games in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 
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KUWAIT:  Kuwait  Disabled Spor ts  Club
(KDSC )  wi l l  organize  the Annual
International Festival Day for solidarity
with the disabled next Saturday at the club
premises. The festival includes a sports
tournament for the disabled that will con-
tinue until December 6. KDSC Chairman
Shafi Al-Hajiri said the festival is under the

patronage of Information Minister, State
Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah. Al-
Hajiri said the festival’s operetta is an hon-
oring of Kuwait’s athletics players Ahmad
Naqa for winning the gold medal in the
Paralympics.  He said Kuwait ’s  shooter
Fuhaid Al-Daihani will also be honored. 
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TOKYO: The head of the
International Olympic Committee
yesterday praised the Rio Games for
overcoming significant difficulties,
while urging 2020 host Tokyo to put
its own stamp on the event.

IOC President Thomas Bach
addressed the close of a debriefing
event held in Tokyo to reflect on Rio’s
experiences and share tips with
future host cities.

Rio, faced “extremely difficult polit-
ical circumstances in Brazil”, Bach said
via l ive video from Switzerland,
adding it also faced “financial, social
and ethical” issues.

Despite that, the Games were “the
most consumed games ever in
Olympic history,” he said, adding this
was down to the hard work of the
organisers.

The 2016 Rio Olympics were gen-
erally seen as successful despite
Brazil’s political and economic crisis as
well as security and attendance prob-
lems. The three-day meeting drew
senior officials from the IOC and
Olympic organisers from both Rio and
Tokyo as well as their respective may-
ors. But it was focused mostly on
broad issues including logistics, plan-
ning and communication, while prob-
lems that have plagued the Olympics
such as doping were not on the agen-
da, officials said.

“The topic was not discussed,” IOC
official Christophe Dubi, told a press
conference after the meeting.

“However it’s fair to recognise the
report that has been produced,” he
added, referring to a November 2015
bombshell  World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) study that unveiled
systematic state-sponsored doping
and corruption.

Among other attendees were
South Korea’s Pyeongchang, host of
the Winter Games in 2018, and
Beijing, which is holding them in
2022. Bach said Tokyo should “show
the way for future organisers how
well Olympic Games can be organised
in a sustainable and feasible way.” 

Tokyo vice governor Takashi
Yamamoto also praised Rio and said
the Japanese capital will follow in its
footsteps.

“Even with financial constraints,
Rio achieved success  by tapping pri-
vate sector capital,” he said at the
meeting. “That’s something Tokyo
must learn from.”

Tokyo is under intense pressure to
slash costs amid warnings that the
2022 Games could cost an eye-pop-
ping $30 billion-four times the initial
estimate and almost triple that of the
2012 London Olympics.

On Tuesday, Tokyo Governor Yuriko
Koike dropped a proposal to move a
canoeing and rowing venue outside
the capital, instead vowing to cut
construction costs on that and anoth-
er facility, while delaying a decision
on whether to build a new volleyball
facility or use an existing one. —AFP
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