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WASHINGTON: Minority Leader Nancy
Pelosi faced a reckoning from fellow
House Democrats on yesterday as frustrat-
ed lawmakers tried to oust her from the
leadership post she’s held for over a
decade. The 76-year-old California
Democrat, known as a master vote count-
er, was expected to beat back the chal-
lenge from Ohio Rep Tim Ryan as
Democrats met behind closed doors.

But she was forced to promise changes
to the caucus to answer complaints from
lawmakers fed up with being shut out of
the upper ranks of leadership, especially
in the wake of a devastating election that
installed a GOP monopoly over Congress
and the White House. A half-dozen
Democrats were slated to deliver testimo-
nials to Pelosi in nominating speeches,
but the disenchantment was evident.

“I think Tim Ryan would be a great
leader. He’s a new generation and I think
he would appeal to a lot of millennials
and young people in this country,” Rep
Steve Lynch, D-Mass., said as he headed
into the session. “He brings a certain
excitement and also a bit of common
sense from Youngstown, Ohio.” “Our base
is working people and we’ve got to talk
about that. We’ve got to tell working peo-
ple in this country that we care about
them,” Lynch said.

Leadership elections were originally
scheduled to be held before Thanksgiving
but were delayed to give Democrats more
time to discuss and process the election
results and consider a path forward. Many
are discouraged after losing the White
House and making smaller than expected
gains in both chambers of Congress.

“I believe we must do more than sim-
ply paper over the cracks,” said Rep. Ruben
Gallego of Arizona, one of a handful of
House Democrats to endorse Ryan. “We
can’t just say the right things - we must
take concrete steps to move our party in
the right direction.” The 76-year-old Pelosi
has been promising some changes to
assuage concerns in her caucus, including
adding a member of the freshmen class to
her leadership team. But her proposals do
little to ensure new blood at the very top
or change the seniority system that has
key committees led by lawmakers in their
80s at a moment when the party needs to
be defending President Barack Obama’s
health care law and other initiatives.

Overwhelming support 
Nonetheless Pelosi projected confi-

dence heading into the vote. Known for
her vote-counting skills, the Californian
asserted she had support of two-thirds of
Democrats locked up. “Leader Pelosi is
honored to receive the overwhelming
support of her colleagues,” said
spokesman Drew Hammill. “That so many
members are so enthusiastic and eager to
take active roles in the caucus is music to
her ears.”

Other top leadership posts are uncon-
tested, with Steny Hoyer of Maryland
expected to stay in the No. 2 job of whip,
and Jim Clyburn of South Carolina in the
No. 3 position of assistant leader. The
position of conference chairman is term-
limited, and Xavier Becerra of California is
expected to be replaced by Joe Crowley
of New York. There is a contest for the
position of conference vice chair between

two California Democrats, Linda Sanchez
and Barbara Lee. Either would become
the first minority woman in leadership.

On the eve of the House leadership
elections, 85-year-old Rep. Sander Levin,
the top Democrat on the House Ways and
Means Committee, said he will not seek
re-election to the panel post, clearing the
way for a younger lawmaker to move into
the spot on the powerful committee.
Becerra and Rep. Richard Neal of
Massachusetts told House Democrats
they are interested in the position.
Republicans are on track to hold at least
240 seats in the House next year.
Democrats, who had high hopes of signifi-
cant gains in the election, picked up just
six seats on Election Day earlier this
month and remain in the minority with
194 seats. — AP 

Reckoning for Pelosi: Dems vote for leader

NEW YORK: Donald Trump dined Tuesday at one
of New York’s swankiest restaurants with Mitt
Romney, his erstwhile foe turned potential fron-
trunner in the race to become America’s next
secretary of state. The dinner came as the presi-
dent-elect got a shot in the arm by a manufac-
turing company announcing a deal to keep
nearly 1,000 jobs in the Rust Belt and as the New
York billionaire prepared to switch his attentions
from job interviews to a post-election victory
tour. “We will keep our companies and jobs in
the US. Thanks Carrier,” Trump tweeted late
Tuesday, referring to the Indiana-based air con-
ditioning company that announced the deal.

The choice of Jean-Georges, a three-starred
Michelin restaurant overlooking Central Park run
by celebrity French chef Jean-Georges
Vongerichten and popular with New York high
society, was the clearest indication yet that
Trump may select Romney as his chief diplomat.
After the dinner, Romney offered words of praise
for Trump that contrasted sharply with his past
criticisms, saying he had been “impressed” by his
acceptance speech and subsequent prepara-
tions for office, calling it “a wonderful evening.” 

“I think you’re going to see America continue
to lead the world in this century,” Romney told
reporters, saying he had “increasing hope that
president-elect Trump is the very man who can
lead us to that better future.” The brash real estate
tycoon and the former Republican nominee who
lost the 2012 election to Barack Obama were
joined by Trump’s incoming chief of staff Reince
Priebus in full view of other diners, who included
CNN’s senior White House correspondent.

In a restaurant where dinner starts at $148 a
head, the Trump team said they feasted on garlic
soup with thyme, sauteed frog legs and scallops
with caramelized cauliflower and a caper raisin
emulsion. For their main course, both the presi-
dent-elect and Priebus opted for prime sirloin
with a citrus glaze and carrots, and Romney for
lamb chops with the mushroom bolognese
sauce. All three had chocolate cake. Asked by a
reporter briefly allowed to observe the meal
whether it was going well, the president-elect
flashed a thumbs up.

Mnuchin touted 
It was the second face-to-face meeting in 10

days between Trump and the 69-year-old former
Massachusetts governor, who savaged him as a
“conman” and a “fraud” during the election cam-
paign. Trump’s secretary of state will  be
America’s public face to the world who could

face the delicate task of reassuring foreign allies
alarmed by the president-elect’s rhetoric on the
campaign trail.  Other key posts yet to be
announced are the secretaries of defense and
treasury-for which US media reported that
Trump was expected to name former Goldman
Sachs banker Steven Mnuchin.

But the search for the right diplomat has
proved contentious with some of Trump’s inner
circle horrified at the prospect of rewarding a
prominent critic with such a plum job. Romney’s
distrust of Russia-at odds with a president-elect
who has spoken admiringly of Vladimir Putin-
and the respect he generally commands have
been touted as qualities by establishment
Americans. It remains unclear how influential
the secretary of state would be on crafting for-
eign policy with Trump loyalist and retired gen-
eral Michael Flynn already nominated as nation-
al security adviser.

Besides Romney, other potential candidates
are celebrated general yet scandal-clad former
CIA director David Petraeus, Senate Foreign
Relations Committee chairman Bob Corker and
former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani. Earlier
Tuesday, Trump met Corker, 64, who said that
he thought Trump had narrowed the choice “to
a very small group of people” and it was impor-
tant that he selects somebody on the same
wave length.

Petraeus, who met the president-elect on

Monday, has by far the most foreign policy
experience, but was forced to resign from the
CIA after showing classified material to his mis-
tress Paula Broadwell. In 2015, he pleaded guilty
to a misdemeanor charge of mishandling classi-
fied materials, and was put on probation and
fined $100,000.

Jobs to stay    
Helping Trump claim success on his election

pledge to save American jobs from going over-
seas, air-conditioning company Carrier Corp
announced it had reached a deal with the presi-
dent-elect and vice president-elect Mike Pence
“to keep close to 1,000 jobs.” Trump had tweeted
on America’s Thanksgiving holiday last week that
he was seeking to persuade the company to stay
in the United States.

The New York Times reported that Trump and
Pence plan to appear at the company’s
Indianapolis plant on Thursday to announce
they have struck a deal after the company had
threatened to move 2,000 jobs to Mexico.The
same day, both Trump and Pence are also sched-
uled to lead a post-election rally in Cincinnati,
Ohio. The evening event at the home of the
Cincinnati Cyclones, with a maximum capacity of
more than 17,000, is expected to be similar to
those that drew enthusiastic crowds of thou-
sands during the campaign. The transition team
has dubbed it a “thank you tour.” — AFP 

Trump dines with Romney, 
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‘Trump will lead us to a better future’

NEW YORK CITY: President-elect Donald Trump and Mitt Romney dine at Jean Georges
restaurant. — AFP 

HAVANA: People line the Malecon seaside boulevard as they watch the motorcade
transporting the remains of Cuban leader Fidel Castro. — AP 

HAVANA: A military jeep carried the ashes of
Fidel Castro along streets lined with flag-
waving Cubans in Havana yesterday, starting
a four-day journey to his final resting place
across the island. After two days of tributes in
Havana, the “caravan of freedom” departed
on a 950-kilometer trek retracing the route of
the revolution’s victory tour of 1959.

The flag-covered urn rested on a small
olive-green trailer, flanked by white flowers
and protected by a glass case as Havana bid
farewell to the communist icon who ruled
the island with an iron fist for almost half a
century. Hundreds of thousands chanted “I
am Fidel!” and “viva Fidel!” as the “caravan of
freedom” headed on long trip that will end
with a final ceremony in the eastern city of
Santiago de Cuba on Sunday.

Senior officials of the government and
Communist Party, and Castro’s longtime
partner, Dalia Soto del Valle, attended the
farewell ceremony at the armed forces min-
istry before the caravan headed out.
Cubans were observing the fifth of nine
days of mourning for Castro following his
death on Friday at age 90. Castro ruled
from 1959 until an illness forced him to
hand power to his brother, Raul, in 2006.

“It’s very moving to say goodbye to a
person who meant so much but who lived
long enough to accomplish what he want-
ed,” said a tearful Esperanza Pares, 86.
Castro’s ashes will take the reverse route
that his band of guerrilla fighters took after
defeating dictator Fulgencio Batista.

From January 2 to January 8, 1959, the
bearded rebels traveled from Santiago to
Havana, stopping in Castro’s home region,
Holguin, as well as the cities of Camaguey,
Las Tunas, Sancti Spiritus, Santa Clara and
Matanzas. One of the most symbol-filled
stops of this last trip will be in Santa Clara,
where the ashes of his Argentine comrade-
in-arms, Ernesto “Che” Guevara, rest. The
urn will be laid to rest at the Santa Ifigenia
cemetery, next to the mausoleum of 19th
century independence hero Jose Marti.

‘Until victory, always!’ 
The trip follows two days of tributes in

Havana where hundreds of thousands were
encouraged by the government to view a

picture memorial to Castro at the
Revolution Square. The commemorations
in the capital ended with a massive rally
Tuesday night at the square attended by
Latin American, African and Caribbean
leaders, along with the Greek prime minis-
ter-the only European leader at the event.

Raul Castro, 85, thanked the “countless
gestures of solidarity and affection from
around the world” and ending with the rev-
olutionary battle cry, “Until victory, always!”
But the presidents of Western powers, and
even friendly nations including Russia,
China and Iran, sent deputies in their place.
The absences underscored the divisive
legacy of a leader who defied the United
States, backed guerrilla movements in Latin
America and deployed his army to conflicts
in Africa during the Cold War.

Leftist Latin American leaders vowed to
carry the torch of Castro’s revolution as
they addressed the rally. “Today it is up to
us to raise the flags of independence of the
great fatherland, today it is up to us to hold
the flag of dignity and freedom of the peo-
ple,” said Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, whose late mentor, Hugo Chavez,
had a special bond with Castro. Allies
praised Castro in almost religious tones,
with Bolivian President Evo Morales saying,
“Fidel is not dead. ...Fidel is more alive than
ever, more necessary than ever.”

Fading left 
Castro’s death, however, comes as Latin

America’s left is losing ground. Maduro is
facing a deep economic crisis and fighting
opposition attempts to hold a recall refer-
endum, while Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff was
impeached in August and a conservative
took over in Argentina last year.  US
President Barack Obama, who along with
Raul Castro ended decades of enmity to
restore diplomatic relations, did not attend
the rally, sending an advisor and a diplomat
without the status of a “presidential delega-
tion.” “We continue to have some significant
concerns about the way the Cuban govern-
ment currently operates, particularly with
regard to protecting the basic human
rights of the Cuban people,” White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said. — AFP 

Viva Fidel!: Castro takes 
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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton’s aides and
supporters are urging dispirited Democrats
to channel their frustrations about the elec-
tion results into political causes - just not
into efforts to recount ballots in three bat-
tleground states. 

The former Democratic presidential can-
didate and her close aides see the recount
drive largely as a waste of resources,
according to people close to Clinton. The
effort is being fueled by Green Party candi-
date Jill Stein, who’s formed an organiza-
tion to try to force recounts in Wisconsin,
Michigan and Pennsylvania.

“Believe me if there was anything I
could do to make Hillary Clinton the next
president of the United States I would,”
said former Pennsylvania Gov. Ed Rendell,
a longtime Clinton supporter. “But this is
a big waste of time.” Aides say Clinton is
focused on moving past her unexpected
defeat and has devoted little attention to
the recount or thinking about her politi-
cal future. She’s been spending time with
her grandchildren and going for walks
near her Westchester home. Sightings of
Clinton hiking with her dogs and shop-
ping at a Rhode Island bookstore went
viral on social media.

“There have been a few times this past

week where all I wanted to do was curl
up with a good book and our dogs and
never leave the house again,” Clinton said
in an emotional speech at a gala for the
Children’s Defense Fund, her one public
appearance s ince her  loss.  Former
President Bill Clinton, meanwhile, has
been poring over the election results,
second-guessing decisions by top cam-
paign aides and intensely trying to figure
out how his wife lost the white working-
class voters who were the base of his
electoral coalition, say people familiar
with the campaign.

Possible discrepancies
Clinton’s team was aware of possible

discrepancies soon after the election,
telling top donors on a conference call four
days after the election that they were look-
ing into potential problems in the three
states. But while many campaign staffers
believe Russian hacking influenced the out-
come of the election, blaming foreign
actors for incursions into campaign and
Democratic National Committee emails,
they’ve found no evidence of the kind of
widespread ballot box tampering that
would change the results of the race - or
even flip a single state. — AP

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump, that most
unconventional of presidential candidates, last
spring pledged that he would act perfectly pres-
idential when the time was right. 

“I will be so presidential that you’ll call me
and you’ll say, ‘Donald, you have to stop that, it’s
too much,’” he promised during a March televi-
sion interview. Less than two months from
Inauguration Day, there are growing signs that
Trump’s idea of what’s presidential may never
sync up with past norms - to the delight of some
and dismay of others. 

The president-elect has kept up his habit of
sending unfiltered tweets, directly challenged
the First Amendment right to burn the flag and
selected a flame-throwing outsider for a top
adviser. He’s shown no hesitation to traffic in
unsubstantiated rumors, has mixed dealings in
business and government, and has flouted
diplomatic conventions to make his own sug-
gestion for who should be Britain’s ambassador
to the US, a job that happens to already be filled.
He’s picked numerous fights with individual
journalists, disregarded past practices on press
access and dabbled in the name-calling that was
commonplace during his candidacy.

Trump’s search for Cabinet nominees has
played out like a reality TV show, with a number
of candidates engaged in unabashed self-pro-
motion while their assets and liabilities are pub-
licly debated by members of the president-
elect’s own transition team. (It’s normally a hush-
hush process until  the unveiling of an
appointee). Trump’s tweet that “Fidel Castro is
dead!” had none of the diplomatic subtleties
normally associated with such an international
development.

‘New normal’ 
Is all of this, then, the “new normal” for what

to expect from a Trump administration or a
reflection of the growing pains associated with
any presidential transition? President Barack
Obama, who knows a thing or two about mak-

ing the big leap to the Oval Office, has expressed
hope that the weight of the office will ultimately
have a sobering effect on Trump, cautioning
people against assuming “the worst.”

“How you campaign isn’t always the same as
how you govern,” Obama said in one of a string
of recent comments trying to provide some
measure of reassurance to those concerned
about the next president. “Sometimes when
you’re campaigning, you’re trying to stir up pas-
sions. When you govern, you actually have reali-
ty in front of you, and you have to figure out,
‘How do I make this work.’ “

Republican Rep Mark Meadows of North
Carolina, a strong conservative and a Trump
defender, said of the transition, “You gotta break
a few eggs to make an omelet.” But Thomas
Mann, a longtime scholar of government from
the Brookings Institution, said that while people
can hope for the best, “There’s no reason to take
what’s going on with anything other than great
uneasiness and caution about the kind of gov-

ernment that is preparing to take control in the
United States.”

“To call this the ‘new normal’ is to make light
of the seriousness of what’s going on,” Mann
said. Trump has “got to get some discipline,” said
New York University’s Paul Light, another scholar
of government. “He’s just got to get on this.” On
the matter of Trump’s tweeting, Light said, “If he’s
up at 3 a.m. about to tweet, he should start read-
ing something about his agenda instead. He’s
under-informed and so is his staff.”

Threatening tweets
The concerns extend well beyond matters of

style. Trump’s out-of-the-blue tweet this week
that people who burn the flag should face jail
time or a loss of citizenship had Republicans
stepping forward to defend First Amendment
rights. His unfounded charges that millions of
Americans voted illegally sow distrust in the
integrity of the US electoral system.

On matters of press access, the idea that the
whereabouts of the president or president-elect
might be unknown in a time of national emer-
gency has troubling implications beyond mere
inconvenience for reporters. And experts on
government ethics say that if the president
doesn’t sell off his vast business buildings, he’ll
be subject to a never-ending string of conflict-
of-interest questions that will cast a cloud over
his policy actions.

Trump said yesterday he was drawing up
plans to take himself “completely out” of his
business operations. But it wasn’t clear if he
planned to put his businesses in a blind trust - as
presidents have traditionally done - or leave
them in his children’s hands. Polls show Trump’s
favorability ratings have ticked up since the elec-
tion, even if they are still extremely low for an
incoming president.

A CNN survey released last week found that
Trump’s favorability rating had gone from 36
percent a few weeks before the election to 47
percent 10 days after the vote. — AP

Trump’s idea of ‘presidential’ 

differs from past presidents

MEXICO CITY: In this Wednesday, Aug 31,
2016, file photo, Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump speaks during a joint
statement with Mexico’s President Enrique
Pena Nieto. — AP

Clinton team sees recount 

as big waste of resources


