
NEW YORK: People who hope to drive
New York City’s famous yellow cabs must
pass tests on such details as driving rules
and where they can pick up passengers.
But one test they no longer have to take?
Whether they have a grasp of English. A
new law that streamlines licensing
requirements for different kind of drivers
has done away with the longstanding
English proficiency test for taxi drivers,
which supporters say will eliminate a
barrier to the profession for immigrants,
who make up 96 percent of the 144,000
cabbies in the city.

It’s also a recognition of how technol-
ogy has transformed the business. Many
drivers now rely on computer navigation
programs, rather than verbal directions,
to reach a destination. For-hire drivers for
app-based services such as Uber, for
example, never had to take an English
test. But critics, including some drivers,
are giving a side-eye to the idea that a
good command of English is no longer
considered a basic requirement for a job
that involves communicating with pas-
sengers and reading street signs.

Continued on Page 13
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Turkish warplanes hit

Kurdish militia in Syria
Regime barrel bombs kill 15 civilians in Aleppo

KARKAMIS, Turkey: Rebels supported by Turkey fought
Kurdish-backed forces in north Syria yesterday, as
Ankara ratcheted up its cross-border offensive by saying
it had launched air strikes on Kurdish forces and Islamic
State. Turkey’s government, which is fighting a Kurdish
insurgency at home, has said the Syrian campaign
launched this week is as much about targeting Islamic
State as it is about preventing Kurdish forces filling the
vacuum left when Islamists withdraw.

Turkish security sources said two F-16 jets bombed a
site controlled by the Kurdish YPG militia, which is part
of the broader US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) coalition. The sources also said the jets hit six
Islamic State targets. Ankara’s opponents said Turkish
forces had targeted YPG-allied forces but that no
Kurdish forces were involved.

On the ground, Turkish-backed Syrian rebels fought
forces aligned to the SDF near the frontier town of
Jarablus. Forces opposed to Ankara said Turkish tanks
were deployed, a charge denied by Turkey’s rebel allies.
Yesterday’s use of warplanes against what Turkey said
was a Kurdish YPG militia target highlights its determi-
nation to prevent any Kurdish territorial expansion in
north Syria.

Any action against Kurdish forces in Syria puts Turkey
at odds with its NATO ally the United States, which
backs the SDF and YPG, seeing them as the most reli-
able and effective ally in the fight against Islamic State
in Syria. It adds complexity to the Syrian conflict that
erupted five years ago with an uprising against Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad and has since drawn in
regional states and world powers.

Continued on Page 13
ALEPPO: A Syrian rescue worker evacuates a dead baby and a wounded child as civilians search for victims in
the Maadi district of this city after regime aircrafts dropped explosive-packed barrel bombs yesterday.— AFP 

MARSEILLE: French resorts were defiant after a ban
on the burkini in a Riviera town was overturned,
vowing to keep the restrictions in place and contin-
ue imposing fines on women who wear the full-
body swimsuit. In a judgement expected to lead to
bans being overturned in around 30 coastal towns,
the State Council, France’s highest administrative
court, ruled Friday the measure was a “serious and
clearly illegal violation of fundamental freedoms”.

The suspension of the ban on the Islamic swim-
suit, which has triggered a fierce debate in France
and sparked critical headlines around the world, was
welcomed by the UN, and a French Muslim group
said it was a “victory for common sense”. But the rul-
ing, which only applied to the ban imposed by
Villeneuve-Loubet, was quickly dismissed by several
other towns, including Nice, which vowed to keep
the restrictions in place and continue imposing fines
on women who wear the full-body swimsuit.

In its decision, the court said local authorities
could only introduce measures restricting individ-
ual freedoms if wearing the swimsuit on beaches
represented a “proven risk” to public order. 

Continued on Page 13
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English no longer must for NY cabbies

NEW YORK: Taxi driver Luis Rosado speaks to a reporter while stopped at a red
light on Aug 24, 2016. Nearly 96 percent of cabbies are immigrants, and the city
has dropped a longstanding requirement that they be required to speak and
understand basic English. — AP 

NEW YORK: It could have been a scene straight out
of a horror movie. A woman who said she was sell-
ing crickets and worms on a crowded New York City
subway car appeared to become frazzled by some
teenagers and let the critters loose on riders, then
urinated on herself, according to social media posts
and news reports. Riders on the subway train were
locked in close quarters with the bugs for half an
hour during rush hour on Wednesday evening after
a passenger pulled the train’s emergency brake
while they were on the Manhattan Bridge.

Two days later, on Friday, a woman who identi-
fied herself as Zaida Pugh came forward, saying she
staged the episode as a prank to raise awareness of
how people treat the homeless. She said she is an
actress and was not concerned about a backlash
from inconvenienced commuters. “Of course they’ll
be angry with me, but I guess I’m just doing me. I’m
waking people up with my shows, my acts,” she said
by telephone.

The teenagers, whom she said were also acting,
had pushed her as she offered the creepy-crawlies
for sale, and knocked the container holding them
into the air. After the crickets were set free, some of
them jumped on passengers, who apparently were
not in on the prank.

Continued on Page 13
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CAIRO: Egyptian pilgrims arrive at Cairo International Airport late Aug 25, 2016 for
their departure to the annual hajj pilgrimage in the Islamic holy cities of Makkah
and Madinah in Saudi Arabia. — AFP 

CAIRO: Pilgrims have been saying their
farewells at Cairo airport before leaving
for Saudi Arabia to perform the hajj in
the tradition of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and Abraham (PBUH) before him.
Every year tens of thousands of
Egyptians apply for visas to travel to
Makkah to join more than a million
Muslims from across the world at the pil-
grimage. “When I was chosen, I couldn’t
believe it,” says Afaf Hasan Rifai, who was
selected by Egypt’s authorities to per-
form the hajj to start early next month. “I

started crying and I prostrated to God,”
she says, her beaming husband standing
next to her outside the terminal late on
Thursday.

Nearby a policeman pushes a wheel-
chair carrying an elderly women with a
cane into the terminal. Every Muslim who
can undertake the journey is expected to
perform the pilgrimage at least once in
his or her lifetime, but it can also be per-
formed on behalf of another follower of
the faith who is unable to do so. 

Continued on Page 13
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ASCOLI PICENO, Italy: The coffin of 9-year-old Giulia Rinaldo is carried outside the gymnasium at the end of a
state funeral service yesterday. —AP 

ASCOLI PICENO, Italy: Italy held a tear-drenched funer-
al yesterday for dozens of its earthquake victims as the
country mourned the victims of a disaster that has
claimed nearly 300 lives. President Sergio Mattarella,
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi and other leaders were
among hundreds of mourners in a sports hall in Ascoli
Piceno. The hall in the capital of the central Marche
region had been converted temporarily to a place of
worship for the funeral of most of the people who per-
ished in the villages of Arquata del Tronto and Pescara
del Tronto in the region’s mountainous interior.

Hundreds more stood silently outside, the somber
proceedings of the mass relayed to them by loudspeak-
ers, three days after the deadly quake struck before
dawn, killing 291 people according to the latest count.
Relatives of the dead sat alongside the flower-bedecked
coffins, some draping themselves across them and sob-
bing inconsolably. Others hugged each other tight as
Giovanni D’Ercole, the bishop of Ascoli, implored them
not to lose faith. “Don’t be afraid to scream your suffer-
ing, but do not lose courage,” he said. “Together we will
rebuild our houses and churches, together above all we
will give life back to our communities ... the village bells
will ring once more.”

Among the coffins was a small, white casket for nine-
year-old Giulia, whose body protected her younger sis-

ter, Giorgia, for long enough for the five-year-old to be
pulled from the rubble virtually unscathed. Giorgia was
one of the last survivors to be rescued and there have
been no reports of anyone else being found alive since
late Wednesday. On Giulia’s coffin a little note had been
left: “Ciao little one. Sorry that we arrived too late.” It had
apparently been written by one of the firemen who res-
cued Giorgia.

Away from the TV cameras, the tiny hamlet of San
Benedetto, near Amatrice, buried one its sons, 13-year-
old Sergio Giustiniani. The strains of three exhausting
days were apparent as a woman screamed at a man
who had been stopped by police, presuming he was a
thief. “I have lost everything and they come to rob us,”
she cried as a hearse pulled up behind her to collect a
corpse from a neighboring house.  

Head of state Mattarella vowed “we will not abandon
you,” after a mourner begged him: “Don’t leave us
alone.” The president had earlier paid tribute to the
“extraordinary effort” of more than 4,000 rescue profes-
sionals and volunteers on a brief visit to Amatrice, the
small mountain town hit hardest by the quake. Some
230 of the quake’s 291 confirmed victims were buried
under tonnes of collapsed masonry in the popular
beauty spot’s devastated centre.

Continued on Page 13
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Pilgrims’ safety

Saudi Arabia is busy these days with preparations to host
millions of Muslims from across the globe to perform
the hajj. It is clear that Saudi Arabia is making a special

effort this year to avoid what could disturb or harm the safety
and security of millions of pilgrims. When we speak about the
pilgrimage this year, we begin by remembering the sad
events of the hajj last year, and the region that is confronting a
critical security situation. 

While Saudi Arabia is facing a devastating conflict in
Yemen, Syria and clear tensions with Iran, preparations for
hosting Muslims for hajj have been completed. The situation
is not easy or smooth, as Saudi Arabia will receive millions of
pilgrims from different places arriving by different means,
including those who are already living in the country and
want to perform hajj.   

It is natural that the security of the pilgrimage is para-
mount this year. Most official Saudi statements have con-
firmed that the pilgrimage this year has been arranged as an
integrated event in order to see a peaceful pilgrimage and
leave no room for any riots or risks. The pilgrimage season this
year commenced with the development and modernization
of electronic security plans and programs.

The hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam - it starts with
going to Makkah to perform specific rites defined by Islam in
specified places and times. It ends with Eid al-Adha after the
completion of the stand on Mount Arafat. This year, Eid falls
on Sept 11. Hajj is obligatory on every Muslim, but it has some
requirements. The person must be able to bear the hajj
expenses and the physical effort too, because the hajj is sys-
tematic and millions of people carry out the same rites at the
same place and time. This is not easy for sick people or older
people.

Another point here is that organizing the hajj is a sensitive
and complicated issue. For example, the hajj is a great oppor-
tunity for Muslims living in Western countries because the
journey allows them to interact with people of different coun-
tries and cultures, and feel the spirituality of the place. Makkah
is the birthplace of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the site
of the advent of Islam, and non-Muslims are not allowed to
enter it. The Saudi interior ministry has also warned pilgrims
who do not hold a valid permit. Pilgrims must be sure that
they deal with a certified agency to avoid being exposed to
penalties and trouble with official authorities. 

This year, 1,167 surveillance cameras have been set up in
all areas of the Grand Mosque in order to monitor the situa-
tion and provide maximum comfort and security to visitors of
the Grand Mosque. One tip for pilgrims is to keep the contact
number of their agency or relatives with their personal items
and bags to identity them easily in case of any crisis or sudden
death or loss. Despite the prevalence of security cameras, one
should not take his safety and security lightly and be with his
group during the hajj rites and avoid violation of regulations
and laws.

All Saudi statements so far are conveying one key mes-
sage - that no one will be allowed to threaten the security
and safety of pilgrims for political purposes, stir up sedition
or whatever else that disturbs the hajj. This means that the
security of the pilgrimage is a red line that does not accept
any tampering. 

Local spotlight

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Ten Arab countries earned nearly
$57.586 billion in international tourism revenue
during 2015, and this represents 3.8 percent of
the total international tourism revenue of $1.5
trillion during 2015. The annual report of the
World Tourism Organization said at the global
level, 10 countries earned $655.9 billion in 2015,
which is 43.73 percent of the total revenues.

As for Arab countries, UAE topped the list dur-
ing 2015 with $16.038 billion, which is 27.8 per-
cent of the total Arab countries’ tourism revenue.
Saudi Arabia was second with $10.130 billion,
Lebanon third with $6.857 billion, Egypt fourth
with $6.065 billion, Morocco fifth with $6.003 bil-
lion, Qatar sixth with $5.035 billion, Jordan sev-
enth with $4.065 billion, Oman eighth with
$1.540 billion, Tunisia ninth with $1.354 billion
and Kuwait tenth with $499 million.

Refunds
The Ministry of Higher Education has kept the

files of 5,000 Kuwaiti students open to reclaim its
money from them, which is estimated in the
thousands, after they did not complete their
studies abroad. The ministry had sent these stu-
dents abroad as it does every year, but they
failed to complete their studies and returned
after two or three years, although the state paid
their fees, housing and airline tickets, apart from
monthly stipends.

Kuwait tenth in total Arab

countries’ tourism revenue

Students told to return scholarship money

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Today is the last day for those
who want to register for hajj this year, a
Kuwaiti official said yesterday. Pilgrims
are warned against going to unlicensed
campaigns, said Khalaif Al-Athaina, Head
of the Kuwait hajj mission and assistant
undersecretary for coordination, techni-
cal support and foreign relations at the
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. He
also urged pilgrims to make sure that the
agencies they go through are approved
by the Awqaf Ministry so that they can
enter the holy land and perform hajj,
because most unlicensed campaigns will
have difficulties in entering Saudi Arabia.
Furthermore, Athaina urged all pilgrims
to go to vaccination centers of the health
ministry to take the necessary vacancies
to be protected from any infectious dis-
eases.

Road maintenance
Ministry of Public Works said four per-

cent of the maintenance of crossroads on
the western part of the Fifth Ring Road is
done. The ministry said the total cost of

the project is KD 108.8 million and it will
contribute to the development of the
road network in the country when com-
pleted. It said the project serves many
residential areas overlooking the western
part of Fifth Ring Road, such as Ardiya,
Firdous, Sulaibiya, south Doha and
Qairawan. The number of lanes will be
increased to four in each direction, in
addition to service and emergency lanes.

Special needs
Social Affairs and Labor Ministry

Undersecretary Matar Al-Mutairi said the
state is keen on presenting the best care
to special needs nursery children accord-
ing to the law and rules, and this is one
of the factors that made Kuwait to occu-
py the lead in presenting social care for
those with special needs in general.
Mutairi said besides the services present-
ed to nursery children, the financial cost
of all the children - who number 148 - is
KD 5.5 million per year that covers food,
education, training, transport, cleanli-
ness, security and others, besides what
the state pays in the form of salaries to
workers dealing with those children. 

Last day for hajj

registration today

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Weapons detectives carried out
a campaign in Subbiya and adjacent
areas Thursday night. Two persons were
arrested with suspicion of having drugs,
while three others were stopped for not
complying with policemen’s instructions
and driving the wrong way. All were sent
to concerned authorities. Meanwhile,
detectives arrested a citizen in his eight-

ies for having two unlicensed pistols and
ammunition.

Bus fire
Fire broke out in a bus in Farwaniya

yesterday. Farwaniya fire station dealt
with the f ire and put the f lames out
before they could spread. No injuries
were reported in the incident. Meanwhile,
an investigation was opened to deter-
mine the causes of the fire.

Firemen tackle a blaze in a bus in Farwaniya.

Damage left by the fire on the bus.

Senior citizen arrested

with unlicensed weapons

KUWAIT: Unlicensed weapons and ammunition found with a man in his
eighties during a crackdown in Subbiya.

Municipality

removes 2,254

illegal bill-

boards in 10 days
KUWAIT: Emergency teams have administered a total of
424 advertisement violations and removed 2,254 illegal
billboards from public areas in the last 10 days, Kuwait’s
Municipality announced yesterday. All of these viola-
tions have been remedied in the second quarter of the
ongoing month alone, a statement by the Municipality
noted. Moreover, the statement added that the ad viola-
tions are worth KD 108,586, while 284 ad permits have
been issued and 572 others renewed. —KUNA



WASHINGTON: The Asia-Pacific group at the UN showcased
desire to support Kuwait’s bid for the Asian group’s non-per-
manent seat at the UNSC in 2018-19, said a Kuwaiti diplomat
late Friday. Kuwait’s permanent delegate to the UN headquar-
ters in New York Mansour Al-Otaibi said that his country iss
grateful for this gesture of support ahead of the UNSC Asia
seat election which will be held in June 2017.

Regional and international groups like the Gulf
Cooperation Council, Arab League, the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), and others expressed their support and for
that Kuwait is thankful, said the diplomat. Kuwait occupied a
UN seat previously in 1978-1979.  — KUNA
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BAGHDAD: Kuwait is always on the forefront of
supporting issues related to the welfare of Iraq
and the Arab world, said former Iraqi Parliament
Speaker and former Vice President Osama Al-
Nujaifi. Speaking during a meeting with a dele-
gation from Kuwait Journalists Association (KJA)
recently, Nujaifi, who was also former Minister of
Industry and Minerals, lauded the unconditional
support by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Iraq, stressing
that the government and people of Iraq were
forever grateful for the assistance and generous
help provided by the Kuwaiti leadership and
people.

On the political and security developments
in Iraq, Nujaifi said that since 2003, the country
had been in a state of pandemonium especially

within the legislative and executive domains
with several hastily steps being taken. The insta-
bility in the political side of things led to the
increase of security threats which resulted in the
formation of several terrorist and radical groups
such the so-called Islamic State (IS), Al-Qaeda,
and others, said the Iraqi official.

The upcoming battle to liberate Mosul com-
pletely from IS elements required a military unit
deprived of loyalty to any other group expect
the Iraqi people as a whole, said Nujaifi. He said
that some people were tricked by IS propagan-
da which claimed that the Iraqi government
and armed force were sectarian, adding that
the situation now has reversed with Iraqis fully
backing up the army’s fight against the terror
organization.

As for other groups partaking in the fight
against IS, the Iraqi official said that some had
committed violations during the quagmire, but
several groups such as Peshmerga Kurdish force
and similar units have proved loyalty to Iraq via
halting and defeating IS.

Tour
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti delegation visited

the headquarters of the official Al-Iraqiya TV
where it became acquainted with its nature of
work. The delegation was also briefed about the
channel’s various broadcasting mechanisms
amidst the current circumstances encountering
the country. The delegation discussed with Al-
Iraqiya administration ways to strengthen
bonds of all types of media cooperation to serve

the interests of the two brotherly countries.
Deputy head of the Arab Journalists Union

and Deputy Editor-in-Chief of daily Al-Anbaa
newspaper Adnan Al-Rashed said in a statement
that the visit of the Kuwaiti delegation to
Baghdad aims to become acquainted with the
latest developments of exceptional circum-
stances in Iraq and show the Kuwaiti society and
media the real picture to what’s really happen-
ing in Iraq.

Rashed added that “what we have seen with
our own eyes was different from what we saw
and heard in the media as people in Baghdad
live their lives normally and go out to markets,
restaurants, cafes while enjoying life”, indicating
that the Iraqis were committed to advance and
reconstruct their country and are eager to build

friendly ties with the rest of the peoples of the
region despite political bickering prevailing in
Iraq.  He praised the role exerted by the Iraqi
Union of Journalists led by the head of the Arab
Journalists Union and Dean of the Iraqi
Journalists Syndicate Moayyad Allami as well as
members of the Bar Council and advisory body
for their extensive efforts rendered to the
Kuwaiti delegation. He also thanked all official
Iraqi bodies which made the delegation’s visit a
success.

The delegation also included Deputy
Director General for Editorial Sector and Editor-
in-Chief of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Saad
Al-Ali, head of local department at the Kuwaiti
daily Al-Qabas Ibrahim Al-Saeedi and other jour-
nalists. —KUNA

KJA’s delegation tours Al-Iraqiya TV

BAGHDAD: Former Iraqi Parliament Speaker and former Vice President Osama Al-Nujaifi meets with a delegation from Kuwait Journalists Association (KJA). —KUNA photos

Former Iraqi Parliament Speaker and former Vice President Osama Al-Nujaifi meets with Deputy head of
the Arab Journalists Union and Deputy Editor-in-Chief of daily Al-Anbaa newspaper Adnan Al-Rashed.

Members of the KJA delegation are pictured during their visit to the headquarters of Al-Iraqiya TV.

Group supports Kuwait’s
bid for UNSC Asian seat

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s permanent delegate to the UN headquarters in New
York Mansour Al-Otaibi (center) attends the Asia-Pacific group’s meeting at
the UN. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
announced on Saturday that its doors would
be open on Sunday to collect donations for a
charitable educational project
for the children of needy families
in Kuwait under the slogan (Give
Them A Chance).

KRCS’ Secretary General
Maha Al-Barjas stressed the
importance of supporting the
charitable educational project
which would have a positive
impact on the children of needy
families to continue their school-
ing careers.

She said the project aims to
give future for all needy families
by supporting the education of their children
and supervise their scientific achievement.
She added that many of the children of
needy families cannot bear the school

tuitions, a matter that prompted KRCS to
assist in this regard and to contribute to
building their future.

Barjas invited all to con-
tribute and interact with the
campaign in favor of the
project, whether citizens, res-
idents, businesses and all pri-
vate and government agen-
cies for the sake of relieving
the needy families who are in
dire need of assistance. She
said the KRCS is ready to
receive material donations at
its headquarters as of tomor-
row Sunday for five days
starting from 9:00 am to

12:00 pm and in the evening from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm. Donations through KRCS’ website
will continue for a longer period, she con-
cluded. —KUNA

KRCS launches charitable 
educational campaign for
needy families’ children

KRCS Secretary General 
Maha Al-Barjas

KUWAIT: A comprehensive survey of
Kuwait Bay yesterday has found minimal
fish deaths, the Environment Public
Authority (EPA) announced, adding that
there have been sporadic cases of fish
washed up on shore.

The survey, which encompassed the
entire Kuwait Bay area and was conduct-
ed in conjunction with the Public
Authority of Agriculture Affairs and Fish
Resources (PAAAFR), came about after

reports of mass fish deaths, EPA Director
General Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmad Al-
Houmoud Al-Sabah said in a statement
to the press.

Moreover, he added that the survey
will continue in order to get a clearer
picture on conditions in the bay area.
Meanwhi le,  Direc tor  General  of
PAAAFR Tawfik Al-Haddad noted that
the issue of fish deaths will be thor-
oughly examined. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s development plan does not overlook
environmental conservation, Assistant Secretary of
Planning Affairs of the General Secretariat of the
Supreme Council for Planning and Development (GSS-
CPD) Talal Al-Shammeri said yesterday. Shammeri made
the remarks during a discussion panel put together by a
United Nations program on environmental sustainabili-
ty, in conjunction with a Qatari team of UN representa-
tives. Moreover, a GSSCPD statement noted that
Shammeri underlined Kuwait’s commitment to its 2030
development plan, as he detailed several of the coun-
try’s goals of sustained development.

Speaking on these goals, Shammeri said plans to pro-
vide durable sources of energy at meager costs remain
the cornerstone of the country’s environmental strategy.
Meanwhile, he also added that economic goals focus
primarily on ways to diversify the country’s revenue
pool, which would ensure a more robust economy. The
discussion panel was attended by representatives from
across the country’s government spectrum, in addition
to numerous companies and institutes. —KUNA

Talal Al-Shammeri

Kuwait supports welfare of Iraq, Arab world: Nujaifi

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait moderation center in charge Dr Abdullah Al-
Shanfa, and Mohammad Al-Tarrah, chief coordinator at the center. —KUNA

KUALA LUMPUR: A visiting Kuwaiti official
affirmed on Friday the State of Kuwait’s
resolve to fight terrorism and extremism as
well as boosting moderate thoughts, par-
ticularly among the young generation.

The affirmation was made by Dr
Abdullah Al-Shanfa, in charge of Kuwait
moderation center. He and Mohammad Al-
Tarrah, chief coordinator at the center, took
part in a seminar themed “youth
dynamism and terrorism  ... Understanding
and confrontation.”

Shanfa said that he addressed the gath-
ering about Kuwait’s experience in com-

bating extremism and terrorism and pre-
sented a paper illustrating Government’s
efforts to face thoughts of deviation. The
center, affiliated with the Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, launches public-
ity campaigns against religious radicalism
and violence.

Kuwait was among the first nations that
have engaged in guiding the youth toward
moderation in behavior and thinking, he
said, stressing on the necessity to protect
them against discords’ incitement, violence
and education intended to transform them
into terrorists. —KUNA

Kuwait’s experience against
radicalism presented at forum

Kuwait surveys sporadic
fish kill cases in bay conservation part of

development: Authority
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Arab League concerned

over civilians’ evacuation

Speaker condemns

Turkey bombing 
CAIRO: Arab League Secretary General Ahmad Abulgheit
yesterday criticized evacuation of the whole population
from the Syrian town of Daraya saying reports in this
respect are alarming. News regarding an agreement to end
the (regime) siege on Daraya, located some 10 kms south-
west of the Syrian capital Damascus, are worrying although
it ends the civilians’ hardships, the secretary general’s
spokesman, Mahmoud Afifi, quoted him as saying. The
Arab League chief considers such accords, without the UN
aegis, as “dangerous, he said, expressing concern in particu-
larly for evacuation of the town population. — KUNA

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem sent on Friday a cable to Turkish counterpart
Ismail Kahrman, expressing his condolences over the vic-
tims of the deadly attack in the southeastern province of
Sinark, Turkey. In his cable, Ghanem condemned this ter-
rorist act, which left tens of people killed and injured, tar-
geting stability and security of Turkey. He also expressed
solidarity and support to the Turkish people, praying to
Almighty God for the families of victims. The Speaker also
renewed calls for bolstering regional cooperation to com-
bat terrorism. — KUNA

Entrance to Jaber

Al-Ahmad City open

KUWAIT: The new entrance to the Jaber Al-Ahmad
City from the Jahra Road through a newly built bridge
was opened yesterday morning, the Interior Ministry’s
Traffic General Department announced. An exit from
the Jaber Al-Ahmad City to the Jahra Road through
the same bridge was also opened, the department
indicated in a statement. Drivers using the Jahra Road
and Jaber Al-Ahmad City residents are advised to stay
cautious, abide by speed limits and follow traffic regu-
lations and instructions while using or passing by the
new entrance and exit, the statement concluded.

In Brief

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: A traditional Kuwaiti style coffee shop located in the heart of Kuwait City. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: On behalf of its medical and administrative
staff, Taiba Hospital congratulated the two Kuwaiti
Olympic champions Fehaid Al-Deehani and Abdullah Al-
Rashidi for their great achievements in the double trap
and skeet shooting events during the 2016 Summer
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, wishing them further success
in their future careers.  

On this occasion, Taiba Hospital held an honoring cer-
emony for the two champions, during which they
received monetary awards of $30,000 for Deehani and
$20,000 for Rashidi. This honor was an appreciation for
their efforts to reach their achievements, despite the
challenges and obstacles they faced, and also an encour-
agement to continue their sports career and aim for
more achievements. 

Rashed Al-Fadala, Deputy CEO of Taiba Hospital,
praised this great Kuwaiti sports achievement, of which
not only Kuwaitis, but all Arabs are also proud of. “This
achievement proved that Kuwaitis are able to beat obsta-
cles and win. This honoring ceremony is an appreciation

for the achievements of the two champions,” he noted.
“We are pleased to honor both Deehani for winning the
gold medal and Rashidi for the bronze medal. Taiba
Hospital is known for systematically supporting excelling
people in all fields, and in sports especially, as part of its
strategy and social responsibility,” added Fadala. 

Deehani was the first independent participant to win
a gold medal while playing under the Olympic flag. In
2000, Deehani won the bronze medal in double trap at
the Olympics, and this was the first medal for Kuwait ever
in the Olympics. In the 2012 Olympics, Deehani won the
bronze medal in trap shooting, while he ranked the
fourth in the double trap category after his gun broke.

Rashidi also has long list of golden achievements. In
2014, he ranked first at the international skeet shooting
championship, which was his fourth achievement at
that time. He also won a gold medal in single skeet
shooting at the Asian Games held in South Korea in
2014. Also, in the same year, he won the gold medal in
skeet at the Clay Targets World Cup held in China, which
followed his previous gold medal at the Asian Games
held in China in 2010.    

Taiba Hospital honors winning Olympians

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Olympic champions Fehaid Al-Deehani and Abdullah Al-Rashidi are pictured with Taiba Hospital’s management and
staff. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Fehaid Al-Deehani is honored. Abdullah Al-Rashidi is honored.

Abdullah Al-Rashidi signs the board as well. Fehaid Al-Deehani and Abdullah Al-Rashidi pose for a picture with children at the ceremony.

Fehaid Al-Deehani signs a board during the ceremony.



Kuwait’s upcoming pool of job-seekers has priori-
tized high wages as their main objective when
choosing a career, a leading talent survey has

revealed. Hundreds of university students were ques-
tioned by the international employment research com-
pany Universum, the majority of whom listed high future
earnings as their leading career preference over factors
including on-the-job training, opportunities to travel,
and a creative work environment. The findings show that
Kuwait-based employers must offer competitive salaries
in line with graduate expectations if they are to secure
the best of the country’s emerging talent pool. 

Kuwait was one of six countries surveyed as part of
the company’s Middle East Talent Survey 2016, along
with the UAE, Egypt, Lebanon, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.
Conducted over a six-month period, the research uncov-
ers university students’ attitudes about employers and
what drives their career decision-making.

Key insight
Claudia Tattanelli, Chairman of the Strategic Advisory

Board at Universum, said: “The findings offer employers a
key insight into the priorities of Kuwait-based students.
Firms that offer leadership opportunities, an innovative
working environment, and the chance to travel overseas
will be popular among graduates. However, they may
miss out on the top talent if they are unable to offer the
most competitive salaries.” 

Universum is a global leader in employer attractive-
ness research and insights. The company delivers a range
of services to empower employers to better attract,
recruit and retain talent. Its Kuwait survey gathered
responses from 709 male and female students in five uni-
versities throughout the country. The majority of respon-
dents were studying in fields related to  banking/com-
merce, followed by engineering/IT and humanities/liber-
al arts/education/law. 

High earnings
When asked what they looked for in their future

employers, the majority of respondents across genders

and degree subjects said they sought high future earn-
ings, followed by on-the-job training and a company that
respects its staff. Comparing priorities between genders,
women highly-rated opportunities for overseas travel
and the need for a creative working environment, while
men listed ‘respect for its people’ and ‘prestige’ as other
key preferences. The desire for performance recognition
was another leading preference among business/com-
merce and engineering/IT students. 

In terms of respondents’ personal career goals, the
desire for work/life balance was a leading ambition
among business/commerce students. The objective to be
creative and entrepreneurial jumped four places from
Universum’s 2015 survey to rank second, making it a
more desirable goal than job security and leadership
opportunities. 

When asked to name their favored career industries,
more than half of business/commerce students chose
the banking sector, followed by professional services.
When naming their ideal employer, the majority of
respondents studying these subjects chose Kuwait Oil
Company. Google, Kuwait Investment Authority and
National Bank of Kuwait were also highly sought after
companies to work for, the survey found. 

Career goal
Turning to engineering/IT students, the ambition to

be creative and entrepreneurial was the most commonly
mentioned personal career goal, jumping four places
from the 2015 survey. The majority of engineering/IT stu-
dents chose the energy sector as the industry they would
ideally work in after graduating. Engineering and manu-
facturing, aerospace and defense, and software and com-
puter services were also popular choices. Kuwait Oil
Company was the top choice among engineering/IT stu-
dents with close to half of respondents selecting the
energy giant. Google, Apple, Q8 and Microsoft made up
the top five. 

“The survey reveals that employers face a daunting
task if they are to attract the best graduates away from
Kuwait Oil Company,” said Tattanelli. “However, our survey
has revealed that more and more Kuwaiti students are
seeking the chance to be creative and innovative in their
careers, which is something that smaller companies can
offer.

“The Universum survey is a crucial tool in helping
employers get an insight into what students are prioritiz-
ing in their future careers and enabling companies to
match what they offer to student expectations.” 

L O C A L
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Kuwaiti students seek best 
paying energy, banking jobs

Universum’s Middle East Talent Survey 2016

• Kuwait students seek com-
petitive salaries in the sec-
tors of oil, gas, and banking 

• Desire for work/life balance
leading ambition among
business/commerce students

• The objective to be creative
and entrepreneurial jumped
four places 

• More than half of business/commerce students chose the banking
sector, followed by professional services. Engineering and IT stu-
dents veered towards careers in engineering and tech hardware.

• The Kuwait Oil Company topped the list of ideal employer rank-
ings 

• The average expected monthly salary for Kuwaiti students is
KD1,012

Special Report
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Drugs, conspiracy

against Kuwait

Al-Qabas

By Yousuf Al-Shihab

Every society has changes and we are not isolat-
ed from the world. The dining table used to
gather family members, and each one knew the

news of the other and their activities, be it at work or
daily life. But today we find the red light is what
brings them together on the street, each in their cars. 

Customs and traditions had a value and respect in
the past. Today, you find most of those in the house
are workers. The people of the house wake up early
and have breakfast at work. Most of our daughters
and sons meet their friends over lunch in a restau-
rant and exchange invitations, each day on one of
them, and do their best to locate new restaurants,
and the credit goes to Instagram. 

They meet friends in the evening in malls to drink
tea and coffee, talking about the latest on Snapchat
and all what is new in the world of social media. They
follow scandals, crimes, fashion, cars, watches, films,
trips, travel, cinema and other things, and each of
them wants to be the “most knowledgeable” in front
of others. Even on weekends, they give invitations,
whether with family, friends or colleagues over
breakfast, lunch or dinner. The question is - why this

escape from home?!
Our homes have become places for domestic

helpers - the maid, driver, cook, gardener, the coffee
maker in the diwaniya, etc. All of them enjoy the
atmosphere of our homes that were abandoned by
our children, as most of their time is spent out. Maids
have become the owners of the homes and not us,
and the evidence is when we ask them about what is
needed at home as if we are strangers in our homes,
and if we forget where we kept something, we resort
to them, because they are more knowledgeable than
the house owners of where their expensive and
cheap things are.

When workers enter our homes, so do their cus-
toms, ethics, methods, the way they cook, etc, so it is
not strange when we hear about thefts and dishon-
esty, as many home owners discovered thefts by
domestic helpers after they traveled, apart from the
murders, when house owners woke up to find blood
all over the rooms of their children.

Why do not the youth of today, especially those
who lived abroad during their study and relied on
themselves for everything, shed their laziness
towards their homes by making a daily schedule with
family members? They should coordinate to manage
the house and get used to bear the responsibility of
their vibrant homes with their hands. This is not
impossible, and the most important thing they will
get is peace of mind by not having a strange element
at home. 

Dynamic house activity is much better than roam-
ing in malls and restaurants outside, and because
excess luxury is psychologically and physically
destructive. Such a person becomes moody, wanting
everything ready in a glance, has no patience and
cannot stand others, besides getting obese due to
lack of movement. The question is - when will the
day come when we stop using all kinds of domestic
help?! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Escaping from home

Al-Qabas

By Nafeeah Ali Zuwaed

Crime
R e p o r t

Brothers fight
A woman called police for help as her brothers

were fighting. The girl was crying hysterically and said,
“My brothers are butchering each other.” Police found
the men bleeding as they used sharp objects and
sticks during the fight. Both were detained and will be
sent to concerned authorities.

New terminal project
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Works officially
received the remaining lands for the new terminal
building project, and drilling is set to start next
Thursday, a ministry source said. The Finance Ministry
has allocated KD 50 million of MPW’s KD 550 million
this fiscal year to spend on the project, the source
added. MPW says that the number is very small, how-
ever, especially compared to the contract’s value of KD
1.3 billion to be spent during the project’s six year exe-
cution period. — Al-Qabas

Security campaign
Police carried out a security campaign Friday,

resulting in arresting 126 wanted people in addition to
issuing 346 traffic citations. The campaign was led by
Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lieutenant General
Suleiman Al-Fahd and other ministry leaders. Twelve
people were arrested on civil cases, 29 for absconding,
55 for not having an ID, 22 with expired residency per-
mits, two to serve jail sentences, two on drugs
charges, one on liquor and two for theft.

No injuries in fire
Fire broke out at the Qadisiya Football Club players’

diwaniya and clothing store. Firemen rushed to the
scene and put out the fire. The fire was caused by
faulty wiring, according to preliminary investigations.
No injuries were reported in the incident. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti citizen accused her stepson of stealing
her jewelry. The woman, in her forties, went to the police
station in Mubarak Al-Kabeer and told them jewelry worth
KD 6,000 was stolen from her bedroom, and accused her
stepson of the theft. Police are investigating.

The invasion of countries and peoples is not lim-
ited to military aspects by occupation and
removing the identity of the people and land -

rather it reaches something that is bigger and more
dangerous than the military aspect, which is social
invasion, by destroying any society through deliver-
ing drugs of all types in order to land the society in
the drugs inferno and loss of mind, which Almighty
Allah has given to His human creation only, unlike all
other creations.

Although the discovery of illicit drugs and tablets
has reached millions, it seems there is a dirty conspir-
acy against our society and youth who can be cap-
tured in the net of this destructive lesion, otherwise
what is the interpretation of the busts that Kuwait
has never seen in their quantities, and the selection
of Kuwait as a market to promote this accursed and
evil lesion, which whenever it gets into a society,
destroys it and wipes out its youth. 

This is a true premeditated conspiracy, and if it
was not for the Lord of creation and His mercy, as
well as vigilance of police and customs officers, such
destructive quantities would have invaded the youth
and destroyed them, more than what some of them
are under now, due to using drugs and its reflections
on their life and future.

Confronting the invasion of drugs in Kuwait is not
limited to their discovery and catching those who
attempt to get them into our country. These are the
basics of the confrontation, and the most important
thing after this is to apply the deterrent punishment
that makes whoever think of smuggling drugs to
choose a different place and people other than
Kuwait. Capital punishment in this case is required
and as quickly as possible, so the culprit can be an
example for others and guarantee the safety and
cleanliness of the society from any attempt to get
any type of drugs into it.

Many youth lost their lives after getting into the
dark tunnel of this lesion, and wasted their life when
they found the person who enticed them to use it.
Indicators of awareness disappeared from them to
become victims of a deadly dark trade in which pro-
moters want to gain money and spread unethical
practices among youth and waste their sublime val-
ues that are the pillars of their stability and straight
life for them.

PS: Capital punishment without hesitation or
delay is the last treatment in facing this unprece-
dented phenomenon in attempts to get drugs in the
country. Death is the deterrent to everyone who
thinks about destroying our youth with a dark trade
that wipes out souls and values. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times 

Woman accuses

stepson of theft

News
I n  b r i e f

Expats to pay
own water bills

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) plans
to import 100,000 smart meters for water to be installed at
apartment buildings and shops, simultaneously with a
similar tender to buy and install electricity smart meters.
This project will allow the ministry to collect water fees
directly from tenants individually, thus signaling a shift
from the current system in which building owners mostly
pay the water bill for the whole building. Tenants, who are
mostly expatriates, would thus be required to pay their
own electricity and water bills through smart meters to be
installed individually for each apartment. The ministry
hopes to finish installing the meters in time when the new
energy tariffs are implemented in April 2017. — Al-Rai

400 expat teachers to be terminated
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education prepared lists
containing the names of up to 400 expatriate teach-
ers who can be released by the end of the upcoming
school year, ministry insiders revealed. The step
comes as part of the ministry’s efforts to replace
expatriate teachers with Kuwaitis by 25 percent in
some subjects, including computer, science and
social studies, the sources said. The expatriate
teachers who will be released will likely be notified
about their termination next October, and will be
given an ultimatum until the end of the school year
to give them enough time to finish their arrange-
ments. — Al-Jarida

Education

Al-Jarida

Absconders caught
Five Filipinas who got acquainted after escaping from

their sponsors were stopped by police. The women were
reportedly shopping when police stopped them and
found out that they were reported absconding. All five
were taken to the deportation center.

Undersecretary’s promotion
KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry longtime undersecretary
Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad is expected to be
promoted to minister status this week in appreciation to
his efforts in the security field. The promotion would not
change Fahad’s position, as he is still expected to remain as
the ministry’s undersecretary. The government took a simi-
lar step last year when it promoted the Foreign Ministry’s
longtime undersecretary Khaled Al-Jarallah to minister’s
status, though his position was officially changed to
Deputy Foreign Minister at the time. — Al-Rai

Citizenship forgery
KUWAIT: The public prosecutor sent 120 Kuwaitis for tri-
al after they underwent investigations at the public
prosecution on citizenship forgery charges since the
beginning of the year, a high ranking legal source said.
This unprecedented number of citizens referred to trial
became a reality through the efforts of the Interior
Ministry’s  Citizenship and Passports Department in
investigating citizenship forgery cases, the source
explained. Some of the suspects are currently out of
Kuwait, and are likely to be sentenced in absentia, the
source added. — Al-Qabas

Domestic violence
A citizen accused her husband of breaking her foot

when he deliberately pushed her down the stairs. The
woman was taken to hospital by her sister for treatment.
She said her husband caused the injuries when he pushed
her off the stairs. Police are seeking his arrest.

KUWAIT: In recognition of its opera-
tional excellence, the Commercial
Bank of Kuwait was awarded the
prest igious Cit ibank STP Award
2015,  for  achieving a ‘Straight
Through Processing’ (STP) accuracy
rate of over 95 percent in processing
financial and commercial payments.
STP is a payment formatting stan-
dard involving automatic processing
technologies which reduces the

cost, time of payment processing,
and settlement risk.

This award is  presented to a
selected group of leading financial
institutions worldwide which has
state-of-the-art international STP
electronic payment ser vices and
meet stringent correspondent bank-
ing and processing accuracy criteria.

Commenting on this Award,
Elham Mahfouz, the bank’s CEO said

that the Bank always endeavors to
invest in sophisticated technology to
ensure that banking transactions are
processed easily and with a high lev-
el of accuracy which will, in turn,
reduce the errors that may result
from manual intervention. Elham
went on to clarify that the Bank has
always obtained similar awards from
renowned international banking
institutions.  

Commercial Bank of Kuwait wins

STP Excellence Award from Citibank

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank recently
announced the names of the 20
lucky winners of its exciting sum-
mer promotion ‘Win Gold this
Summer Season,’ whereby credit
and debit cardholders were
offered the chance to win gold
during the summer season, by
entering a raffle draw upon using
their cards locally or abroad. The
draw was held on Sunday 14
August 2016 in the presence of a
representative from the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.

Gulf Bank would like to con-
gratulate Mouhanad Abdullah Al-
Zanki, who won the grand prize,
which is 1 KG Gold, in addition to
the four lucky winners who won
250 grams Gold each; Zahra
Mohammed Al-Najada, Omar
Mashari Al-Hawli, Sayed Yaqoub
Al-Refaae and Dhari Tarek Al-
Mutawa. 

The bank also announced oth-
er 15 lucky winners who won 100
grams of gold each:Naser
Mohamed Al-Masri,  Jan Julius
Deutsch, Medhat Jaber Bashandy,
Daliah Zahi Al-Zaqlah, Diana Pierre
Mossissian, Fouad Azme Qasem,
Tareq Adelkhalil Al-Qallaf, Laila
Sayed Al-Sayed, Ahmad Abdulhadi
Mohammad, Hani Hasan Husain,
Ali Reyadh Saleh, Amna Faisal
Ibrahim Al-Qallaf,  Ahmed
Abdulateef Abdulghafoor,
Abdulmuhsen Medej Al-Medej,
Ziad Souhel Farkouh

Gulf Bank is committed to pro-
viding its customers with excep-
tional value and exciting offers
that meet their needs, in addition
to presenting them with one of
the widest ranges of financial
products and banking services
currently available in Kuwait. 

To find out more about Gulf
Bank’s promotions and offers, you
can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56
branches; contact the Customer
Contact Center on 1805805, or go
on to the bank’s bilingual website
at www.e-gulfbank.com. 

Gulf Bank announces winners of ‘Win

Gold this Summer Season’ promotion  

Dynamic house activity is much
better than roaming in 

malls and restaurants outside
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KARKAMIS: Turkish tanks stationed near the Syrian border. — AP 

KARKAMIS: Turkey yesterday sent more tanks into Syria to
bolster a military offensive against jihadists and Kurdish
fighters, as a diplomatic push for a new ceasefire in Syria
gathered pace. An AFP photographer in the village of
Karkamis on the Turkish side of the border saw six more
tanks roll over the frontier as mop-up operations contin-
ued in a town wrested from the Islamic State group (IS).
Sporadic explosions were heard from over the border as
Turkish-backed rebels carried out de-mining work in the
town of Jarabulus seized from IS on Wednesday.

The state-run Anadolu news agency confirmed that the
rebels were working to destroy explosives left behind by IS
militants, with 20 different sets destroyed on Friday alone.
The deployment was the latest phase in Turkey’s military
operation inside Syria-codenamed “Euphrates Shield”-to
oust IS from the border region and also counter advances
by a Kurdish militia opposed by Ankara. As Turkey stepped
up its biggest operation in Syria since the start of the war,
the US and Russia announced progress in talks on agreeing
a new ceasefire. Meanwhile, the evacuation of Daraya, a
town crushed by a four-year Syrian army siege, continued,

with hundreds of fighters and their families arriving in
rebel-held territory in the northwest.

‘Important steps’ 
In Geneva on Friday, US Secretary of State John Kerry

and his Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov said they had
cleared key obstacles in ceasefire talks but had yet to reach
a final deal. “Today I can say that we achieved clarity on the
path forward” for a revamped cessation of hostilities, Kerry
said.

Lavrov concurred, saying that “very important steps”
had been made on a deal to stop the violence. Russia, a
staunch ally of Assad’s regime, has been backing govern-
ment forces with air strikes on rebel-held areas. The US
supports Syria’s main opposition alliance and some rebel
factions. There had been hope that Friday’s talks might
lead to a breakthrough on the battered northern city of
Aleppo, where fighting between government and rebel
forces has escalated in recent weeks, leaving hundreds
dead. But neither side gave pledges on getting much-
needed aid into the city. And Turkey’s offensive in Syria

added yet another layer of complexity to the tangled web
of powers jockeying for influence in the war-torn country. 

Turkey’s leadership has made clear that its offensive is
also aimed at holding back the Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG) militia, which has led the fight against IS in the
area. Ankara says that the YPG has failed to stick to a prom-
ise made by its US allies that the militia would move back
east across the Euphrates following the seizure of the town
of Manbij from IS earlier this month. Turkey sees the YPG
militia and its Democratic Union Party (PYD) political wing,
which have links to Kurdish rebels in southeast Turkey, as
“terror groups” bent on carving out an autonomous
Kurdish region.

Over 50 tanks 
Turkey has continued sending in tanks since

Wednesday’s lighting operation to help rebels rout IS from
Jarabulus. Helped by Turkish forces, the rebels retook the
town, which had been in IS hands since 2013, without a
fight. Hurriyet daily reported that Turkey had 50 tanks and
380 personnel on the ground in Syria after three days of

operations. The Turkish troops are supporting an even larg-
er force of hundreds of Syrian rebels.

On Thursday, Turkey shelled Syrian Kurds south of
Jarabulus but there have been no reports of further activity
against the group since then. Hurriyet said the Turkish
forces had been given an order to “strike immediately”
should the YPG be seen to make any move towards the lib-
erated town. Elsewhere, rebel fighters leaving the town of
Daraya near Damascus, which had held out against an
army siege for four years, began arriving in the rebel-held
city of Idlib.

At least five buses carrying fighters and their families
arrived yesterday, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said. Daraya was one of the first towns to rise up against
President Bashar al-Assad in 2012. From a symbol of revolt
it became a symbol of the fierce suffering caused by the
war, with the army siege causing acute hunger. The rebels
said they were forced to give up the town because of dete-
riorating humanitarian conditions, accusing Damascus of
“starve or surrender” tactics. The around 8,000 civilians left
in the town are also being evacuated. —AFP 

Turkey sends more tanks into Syria
Ceasefire efforts between Russia, US advance

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s prime minister said the
nation was “free of another curse” yesterday
after police stormed a militant hideout, shoot-
ing dead the suspected mastermind of an hor-
rific attack on a cafe that killed 22 hostages.
The bodies of three Islamist extremists were
retrieved after police staged an hour-long gun
battle with militants in Narayanganj, a city 25
kilometers south of Dhaka, officers said. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina praised police
and intelligence agencies for the operation
which killed Tamim Chowdhury, a Bangladeshi-
Canadian believed to have planned the attack.
“The main mastermind of the Holey Artisan
(attack) has been eliminated,” Hasina told
reporters at her office, referring to the Gulshan
cafe incident. “The nation has become free of
another curse,” Hasina said, adding that the
“elimination of the extremists” would bolster
“people’s confidence”. 

The police raid came two days before US
Secretary of State John Kerry is set to arrive in
Bangladesh, the highest-ranked Western offi-
cial to visit the South Asian nation since the
attack. Officials said security issues, including
Dhaka-Washington DC anti-terror cooperation,
will  feature during Kerry ’s talks with his
Bangladeshi counterpart on Monday. Thirty-
year-old Chowdhury, who returned from
Canada in 2013, had earlier been named by
police as the suspected mastermind of the
attack on the cafe in Gulshan, an upscale
Dhaka neighborhood. 

“The operation went on for an hour. We can
see three dead bodies. They did not surrender.
They threw four to five grenades at police and
fired from AK 22 rifles,” Bangladesh national
police chief AKM Shahidul Hoque told
reporters yesterday. 

“Three extremists were killed. Among them,
one of the dead persons looked exactly like the
photo of Tamim Chowdhury that we have,” he
said. The Islamic State group claimed responsi-
bility for the July 1 attack, releasing photos
from inside the cafe during the siege and of
the five men who carried out the deadly
assault and were shot dead at its finale. But
police and the Bangladesh government reject-
ed the IS claim, saying a new faction of home-
grown militant group Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) led by Chowdhury was
behind the attack in which 20 hostages, includ-
ing 18 foreigners, were killed along with two
policemen.

Police blame the JMB for the deaths of more
than 80 foreigners and members of religious
minorities over the last three years. “Tamim
Chowdhury ’s chapter is closed here,”
Bangladesh home minister Asaduzzaman Khan
told reporters after visiting the site of the raid
yesterday. He said other extremists were “very
few” in number and face imminent arrest. A
series of raids on suspected militant hideouts
carried out with the Rapid Action Battalion
elite security force have killed at least 24
extremists since the cafe attack.

Police on August 2 announced a two million
taka ($25,000) reward for information leading
to the arrest of Chowdhury, who disappeared
after the attack. Police say Chowdhury has led
and financed efforts to radicalize young
Muslims since returning from Canada three
years ago. His role in fostering extremism was
revealed during the interrogation of Rakibul
Hasan, 25, who was arrested in a raid on a mili-
tant hideout in July in which nine extremists
were killed in Dhaka.

A police report into that raid said
Chowdhury and others gave Hasan and other
militants “money, explosives and weapons” and
“trained and advised” them. Bangladesh has
been reeling from a deadly wave of attacks in
the last three years, including on foreigners,
rights activists and members of the country’s
religious minorities. In June more than 11,000
people were arrested in a bid to quash a spate
of brutal murders of secular writers, gay rights
activists and religious minorities.

Both IS and a branch of Al-Qaeda have
claimed responsibility for many of the attacks.
Bangladeshi authorities have rejected the
claim, saying international jihadist networks
have no presence in the world’s third-largest
Muslim-majority nation. Critics say Prime
Minister Hasina’s administration is in denial
about the nature of the threat posed by
Islamist extremists and accuse her of trying to
exploit the attacks to demonize her domestic
opponents.  —  AFP 

Bangladesh ‘free of curse’ 
after police kill militant 
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NAJRAN: A rocket fired from Yemen
killed a three-year-old boy yesterday in
the Saudi border region of Najran, a civil
defense official said, in the latest cross-
border attack by Iran-backed Yemeni
rebels. Major Ali Al-Shahrani, civil
defense spokesman in southwest Saudi
Arabia, told reporters a nine-year-old
brother of the boy was also wounded
when a Katyusha rocket hit their family’s
home.

The attack came a day after rockets
fired from Yemen struck a power station
in Najran, marking a rare hit on Saudi
Arabia’s infrastructure after months of
periodic bombardment of the area.

Attacks have intensified since the sus-
pension in early August of UN-brokered
peace talks between the Shiite Houthi
rebels and their allies, and Yemen’s inter-
nationally-recognized government which
has the military support of a Saudi-led
Arab coalition.   

Ten people have been killed in Najran
since August 16, when a single strike
claimed seven lives. The Arab coalition
has also stepped up its air raids in Yemen
since the peace talks collapsed. The coali-
tion intervened in March last year to sup-
port President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi
after the Huthis and their allies seized
much of Yemen. —AFP 

CONCORD: A nonprofit group with New Hampshire
roots is putting a new spin on back-to-school shop-
ping by helping equip 10 classrooms for refugee
children in Iraq. TentED was created in 2014 by
three US Army veterans, two of whom met as stu-
dent at the University of New Hampshire. Rather
than starting from scratch, the group works with
existing educational aid programs to raise money
and deliver what it calls “last mile” essentials, such
as school supplies, bus transportation and recre-
ational activities.

The group has funded about 15 projects in the
past two years in the Kurdistan region of Iraq and is
partnering with an organization that is building a
new school for more than 250 children.

Construction started in May and is expected to be
done in the next four weeks in time for the fall term,
said Billy Ray, Middle East director for the partner
organization, World Orphans. “These kids have got
to get back into the routine of school and learning,”
he said. “The scarring has to stop, and this is our
chance to roll back the years that ISIS has stolen
from them.”

During emergencies - whether natural disasters
or manmade conflicts - education gets overlooked,
TentEd co-founder Zach Bazzi said. But he argues
that approach could result in entire generations of
children growing up without basic literacy and criti-
cal thinking skills. “You don’t want people starving
or going without water or shelter, but I’d also argue

that education needs to be up there,” he said. Bazzi
served in the Army and Army National Guard from
1997 to 2008 and later worked as consultant and
volunteered in refugee camps in Iraq. When he
returned to the US in 2014 for graduate school, he
teamed up with Scott Quilty, a fellow UNH graduate
and Army veteran who lost his right arm and leg to
a roadside bomb in Iraq. TentEd’s third co-founder is
Patrick Hu, an Army veteran Bazzi met when both
served in Afghanistan.

All three have day jobs. Hu is a market researcher
at AT&T Mobility in Atlanta; Quilty heads
MedScribes, a medical staffing company in Durham
and Fuquay-Varina, North Carolina; and Bazzi is the
Middle East manager for a nonprofit called Spirit of

America and is based in Washington, DC. He fre-
quently travels overseas to implement TentEd activ-
ities, identifying and responding to specific needs.
“We don’t build schools, we don’t design schools.
We’re simply a rapid, efficient, responsive funding
platform,” he said.

For the current project, the group is trying to
raise $12,500 to outfit 10 classrooms with desks,
whiteboards and other materials. Ray said that
amounts to about 5 percent of the overall school
construction budget, but he greatly appreciates
Bazzi’s help. “It feels like he’s one of our cheerlead-
ers, and really an advocate for us,” he said. “He’s basi-
cally crowd funding for our projects, and that’s just
cool.” —AP 

Veterans help fill gaps in refugee school projects 

QARQASHAH: In the buildup to a long-awaited
offensive on the city of Mosul, Kurdish forces are
seizing new territory in northern Iraq that they
say will become part of their autonomous region.
The moves are further straining relations between
the Kurds and the Baghdad government and
Shiite militias, all ostensibly allies in the fight
against the Islamic State group.

Just east of Mosul, Kurdish engineering teams
on a recent day were laying down a 3-meter wide,
20-kilometer long trench and 2-meter high
berms, marking the new front line after recaptur-
ing the village of Qarqashah and neighboring
hamlets from IS earlier this month. The new de

facto borders established by the Kurdish fighters,
known as peshmerga, raise the potential for con-
flict between Iraq’s Kurds and Arabs after any
eventual defeat of IS - just as in neighboring Syria,
where Kurds have also dramatically expanded
their zone of control.

“All the areas that have been liberated by the
peshmerga forces, our (Kurdish) forces will stay
there,” said Falah Mustafa, the head of the Iraqi
Kurdish region’s foreign relations department,
echoing statements by numerous officials. Largely
with the help of US-led coalition airstrikes, Kurdish
forces have taken territory equivalent to around
50 percent of the size of their recognized
autonomous zone. Their first gain came just days
after IS militants took Mosul in the summer of
2014 and stormed down into central Iraq as the
military collapsed. Kurdish forces seized the city of
Kirkuk, which they have long claimed as their own.

‘Shaping operations’
Ostensibly, the move was to protect the city

from IS, but Kurdish President Massoud Barzani
quickly said the Kurds would keep it. From there,

they continued pushing IS out, capturing much of
the surrounding province. Since then, they have
taken further territory in the nearby Ninevah
province, where Mosul is located, with “shaping
operations” ahead of an expected assault on the
city. Much of it is territory with a large Kurdish
community that the regional government has
claimed for years - but not all, meaning the grabs
are bringing in populations where some are wary
of Kurdish domination.

Similarly, in neighboring Syria, long-oppressed
Kurds have used the chaos of the civil war and
fight against IS to carve out a zone of control
across the country’s north. The new clout of the

main Syrian Kurdish fighting force, known as the
YPG, has led to tensions with almost every player
on the ground there, including Sunni Arab rebels
and government forces. Turkey this week
launched a major cross-border offensive, aimed
mainly at limiting Kurdish expansion.

In Iraq, after the capture of the Qarqashah
area, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi pointedly
demanded a halt to the peshmerga advances. But
the Kurds refused. The Kurdish regional govern-
ment’s spokesman, Safeen Dizayee, said the pesh-
merga “will not stop their advances until all
Kurdistan’s territories in the Ninevah region are
liberated.” He added that they will not withdraw
“from areas they are going to liberate in the
future.” Al-Abadi seemed to soften his stance, say-
ing all forces have the right to participate in the
Mosul offensive. Still, he underlined that “Ninevah
will stay unified.” But Barzani in recent weeks has
said a “new formula” is needed to administer the
province, without elaborating.

Mustafa said the Kurds were acting because
minority groups in Ninevah no longer trust the
central government to ensure their safety after

the rise of Shiite militias that have been accused
of abuses in past anti-IS operations. Both the
peshmerga and the Shiite Arab militias have
steadily grown more powerful as the United
States and Iran have funneled weapons, training
and money into Iraq to back the fight against IS.

Deadly clashes 
Some 230 kilometers southeast of Mosul,

deadly clashes broke out in April between
Kurdish fighters and Shiite militias in the town of
Tuz Khormato, home to Kurds, Sunni Arabs and
Shiite Turkmens. Shiite fighters accuse the Kurdish
forces of destroying homes belonging to the
town’s Turkmen residents. Kurdish forces in turn
accuse the Shiite fighters of arbitrarily detaining
Sunni Arab residents. Checkpoints and sandbag
barriers carve up the town, separating the two
sides. Jassim Mohammed Jaafar, a Shiite Turkmen
member of parliament from the Mosul area, said
he worries a similar scenario will play out in parts
of Ninevah after Mosul is retaken. “The Kurds have
forces to defend their areas. If we need forces to
protect our areas, we will use the Popular
Mobilization Forces,” he said, referring to the
state-backed organization under which the mili-
tias are grouped.

A spokesman for the Popular Mobilization
Forces, Hashim al-Musawi, said “we have real con-
cerns about the Kurdish forces.” He cited reports
that Kurds have deported Arab civilians from
recaptured territory. Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have published reports doc-
umenting such allegations. Almost a year ago,
Kurdish forces retook the northwestern region of
Sinjar, dominated by the Yazidi religious minority,
who were subjected to massacres and enslave-
ment under IS rule. Tens of thousands of Yazidis
fled into the Kurdish region for protection.

Many Yazidis do not consider themselves
Kurdish, but rather a distinct ethnic minority, yet
Kurdish politicians laid claim to Sinjar during the
same press conference in which they declared it
“liberated.” Shiite militiamen have also altered
Iraq’s demography after pushing IS out of hun-
dreds of villages in central Diyala and Salahuddin
provinces and largely administering security in the
areas they retook. While not backed by coalition
airstrikes, Iranian advisers, weapons and funding
have helped the militias outstrip Iraq’s convention-
al armed forces. Many of the mostly Sunni Iraqis
who were displaced from those provinces by the
violence say they don’t feel safe returning with
militias in control. Others have been prevented
from returning due to strict so-called security
checks. Lukman Sharawani, commander of a small
unit of Kurdish fighters stationed north of Mosul,
explained that Ninevah - his home province -was
once one of the most diverse parts of Iraq. “Mosul
has always been a multi-ethnic city,” he said. The
plain that lies to the north and east of Mosul is
home to some of the region’s oldest Christian
communities as well as villages that were once
home to Shabaks, Yazidis and Kurds. He pointed to
allegations of looting, destruction and arbitrary
detentions by Shiite militias after IS was driven out
of the western city of Fallujah this year. “We don’t
want the same to happen here,” he said. — AP 

Mosul fight is redrawing 

the map of northern Iraq

Kurdish forces seizing new territory 

SINJAR: In this Thursday, Nov 12, 2015 file photo, a Kurdish peshmerga fighter pauses during
an operation to retake the northern Iraqi town. —AP 

BOGOTA: Women and a girl paint a mural alluding to peace on the road leading to
Planadas, Tolima department, Colombia on August 26, 2016, where a peasant uprising
in 1964 led to the birth of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). — AFP  

BOGOTA: Colombia’s defense minister has
insisted the historic ceasefire with FARC
rebels will not end the country’s commit-
ment to fight crime, as a judge on Friday
issued arrest warrants for leaders of anoth-
er group also pushing for a peace deal.
Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos
ordered a definitive ceasefire with the
Marxist guerrillas of the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), due to
start on Monday, after the two sides
reached a landmark deal to end their half-
century conflict that has killed hundreds of
thousands of people and forced millions to
flee their homes.

That announcement came after
Colombian and FARC negotiators present-
ed a 297-page peace accord Wednesday
following nearly four years of arduous
negotiations in Cuba. A smaller Colombian
leftist rebel group, the National Liberation
Army (ELN), is hoping to reach a similar
peace deal-but on Friday a judge ordered
the arrest of the its top leaders for crimes
that include their role in the destruction of
oil pipelines. The charges against members
of the ELN’s Central Command include “the
use of methods of illicit warfare, destruc-
tion of the environment and homicide,” a
Bogota judge said in a statement.

The attorney general’s office has
accused the rebel group of being behind
attacks on Colombia’s oil infrastructure
between 2011 and 2016, especially target-
ing the 780-kilometer Cano Limon-Covenas
pipeline.  The pipeline attacks resulted in
the loss of at least 3.5 billion barrels of
crude worth $1.7 billion, as well as cleanup
and environmental damage of some $25
billion, according to prosecutors. In March
Colombia and the ELN announced moves
to begin formal peace, but the rebels have
yet to meet the government’s precondition
of releasing all of their hostages and stop
all kidnapping.

No letup on crime 
Soldiers and police will continue to

combat kidnapping, extortion, drug traf-
ficking, smuggling, illegal mining and
human trafficking even after the ceasefire
officially begins with the FARC Monday,
Defense Minister Luis Carlos Villegas said
Friday. “We are in a ceasefire (with the
FARC), but will not cease persecuting
crime,” he said. “We hope that this compo-
nent of the ceasefire with the FARC, con-
cerning criminal activity, will  be fully
implemented,” he said.  Groups of FARC
rebels have been involved in all of those
crimes in the past, and with peace some
former guerrillas could become full-time
criminals.  There is a precedent: criminal
groups emerged when right-wing paramil-
itary death squads disbanded during the
2002-2010 presidency of Santos’s prede-
cessor, Alvaro Uribe. The fate of the FARC-
government peace accord now comes
down to a decisive yes-or-no vote on
October 2.

Santos, who has staked his legacy on
the peace process, faces a tough political
battle to win the referendum. The presi-
dent’s top rival, the popular Uribe, is lead-
ing the “No” campaign and arguing that
Santos has given away too much to the
FARC.  Uribe said on Friday that the peace
accord will “make the FARC a paramilitary
group, a partner of the state to fight other
criminals.” Villegas indicated that 16,500
soldiers and police would be available to
help carry out the peace agreement terms.

The police and soldiers forces will sup-
port security efforts as FARC rebels move
from their jungle and mountain hideouts
into disarmament camps set up by the
United Nations, which is helping monitor
the ceasefire. The FARC will then become a
political party, and special courts will be
created to judge crimes committed during
the conflict. — AFP 

Colombia ceasefire ‘will not 

stop govt fighting criminals’

ISTANBUL: Turkish authorities yesterday arrest-
ed three former top diplomats over the failed
July 15 coup, including a senior official who bro-
kered a meeting between the then premier and
the US-based preacher blamed for the plot.

A court in Ankara remanded in custody
Gurcan Balik, Ali Findik and Tuncay Babali ahead
of a trial over their alleged links to Gulen, the
state-run Anadolu news agency said. All three
were sent to the city’s Sincan jail.  Balik was chief
foreign policy advisor to former president
Abdullah Gul, who served as president from
2007 to 2014 before handing over to Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. He had also worked as an advi-
sor to former prime minister Ahmet Davutoglu
during his long stint as foreign minister.

In that role, Balik in 2013 set up a hugely con-
troversial meeting between Davutoglu and US-
based cleric Fethullah Gulen while the then for-
eign minister was attending the UN General
Assembly in New York, Anadolu said.  Davutoglu
in May 2015 confirmed he had secretly visited
Gulen for talks at his Pennsylvania compound
aimed at persuading him to return to Turkey to
ease tensions in the bureaucracy.  He has insist-
ed both Gul and Erdogan, then prime minister,
were aware of the visit. Gul however said he only
found out afterwards.

‘Nothing obscure’ 
Davutoglu insisted there was nothing

underhand or illegal about the meeting. “I have
never obscured any issue in my life or held a
meeting off the state record,” he said in 2015.

Balik was also briefly Turkish ambassador to
UNESCO.  Babali and Findik were Turkey’s ambas-
sadors to Canada and Costa Rica respectively
but neither had been on active mission since
early 2014.  Balik was first detained on August 19

and the two other ambassadors on August 18.
Turkey has embarked on an all-out purge of
state institutions in the wake of the coup to rid
the country of what Erdogan calls the “virus” of
Gulen’s influence.

Balik’s arrest is significant as it represents one
of the first times a figure linked to the political
leadership in the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) has been implicated
in the coup. There has never been any sugges-
tion of wrongdoing on the part of Gul and
Davutoglu and both condemned the coup in
the strongest possible terms.  Gulen, whose
influence in Turkish politics goes back to the
1960s, was an ally of the AKP when it first came
to power in 2002.  This helped the preacher to
increase his sway in Turkey through allies in
state institutions and an immense private edu-
cation network, even from the US exile where
he has lived since 1999.

After the coup, top AKP officials have admit-
ted they were mistaken in teaming up with
Gulen, an alliance that terminally broke when a
corruption scandal broke late in 2013. Erdogan
has even asked forgiveness for failing to see the
“true face” of Gulen. According to Anadolu, the
foreign ministry fired 88 people in the wake of
the coup. Almost 70,000 civil servants have been
dismissed in total across all institutions, over half
of them in the education sector. Over 20,000
people remain in detention with the authorities
pressing ahead with near daily raids to arrest
suspects in the judiciary, business sector and
government. — AFP 

Turkey arrests envoy who 

brokered Gulen meeting

SAYLORSBURG, Pennsylvania: This hand out
picture released on September 24, 2013 by
Zaman Daily Newspaper shows exiled Turkish
Muslim preacher Fethullah Gulen at his resi-
dence. — AFP 

Yemen shelling 

kills Saudi child

NAJRAN: A group of Saudi officials, foreign and local workers and journalists inspect
the damage at a power station yesterday in this Saudi border city a day after it was
struck by a rocket fired from Yemen. — AFP 



ALBUQUERQUE: The killing this week of a 10-year-old
Albuquerque girl who police say was drugged, raped and
dismembered is just the latest horrific child slaying case for
New Mexico, which has the nation’s highest youth poverty
rate and a state government that has had heavily publi-
cized difficulties protecting children from abuse. Victoria
Martens was not known to have been a victim of previous
violent abuse. But officials acknowledged Friday that the
man accused of injecting her with methamphetamine
before raping her was not being monitored by probation
officers or tested for drugs as mandated by a judge last
year.

In that case, 31-year-old Fabian Gonzales was arrested
for beating another woman in a car with a baby inside it
while the woman was driving and ended up pleading no
contest to two misdemeanor crimes that kept him out of
jail. Corrections department officials said Friday they never
got the judge’s order for him to be supervised by proba-
tion officers. Victoria’s death follows a 40-year prison sen-
tence handed down in May for an Albuquerque woman for
the 2013 kicking death of her 9-year-old son. That case
prompted an overhaul of the New Mexico state agency
that investigates child abuse.

That same month, an 11-year-old Navajo girl was taken
to a desolate area by a stranger who sexually assaulted her,
bludgeoned her and left her to die. “We have a litany of lit-
tle angels who are crying at us from the grave,” said Allen
Sanchez, executive director of the New Mexico Conference
of Catholic Bishops. New Mexico Children, Youth and

Families Secretary Monique Jacobson said Friday that state
records showed no prior cases involving violence or sexual
abuse against Victoria. The agency has joined police in the
investigation into the death.

Jacobson said she was prohibited by law from disclos-
ing whether the agency had received any other complaints
related to Victoria, described by neighbors from her blue-
collar apartment complex as a seemingly happy and socia-
ble girl who loved to swim and dance. The others charged
in Victoria’s death are her mother, Michelle Martens, and
Gonzales’ cousin Jessica Kelley. While Martens has no
online record of an arrest in New Mexico, she told police
Kelley had been released from jail just days before
Victoria’s death. The three face charges of child abuse
resulting in death, kidnapping and tampering with evi-
dence. Gonzales and Kelley are also charged of criminal
sexual penetration of a minor.

‘Children have a few rights’ 
There were conflicting reports from state officials Friday

over communication of probation requirements imposed
on Gonzales between court administrators and the New
Mexico Department of Corrections. Deputy Corrections
Secretary Alex Sanchez said her agency never received a
judgment and sentence order mandating supervised pro-
bation for Gonzales. It was meant to ensure he committed
no crimes and threatened jail time as punishment for viola-
tions like illegal drug use.

Second Judicial District Court spokesman Tim Korte said
records show the documents were forwarded to the cor-
rections department in February 2015. Martens worked at
a local grocery store, said neighbors who knew little else
about her, and told detectives she met Gonzales online
about a month before her daughter’s death. Victoria’s
grieving grandparents and other relatives said they were
thankful to first-responders, investigating authorities and
community members who offered prayers, said minister
and family spokeswoman Laura Bobbs. — AP
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LAS VEGAS: Russ Wheeler bears the financial scars of
Nevada’s lost decade, and he hopes Donald Trump
can heal them. He worked for a Las Vegas roofing
company when the real estate bust crushed the
state’s economy. He took two pay cuts before getting
laid off. He had to commute into the California desert
to find work after that. Wheeler considers himself
one of the lucky ones. He was able to build up
enough savings to retire, but even now his wife had
her teaching hours reduced at a community college,
dramatically reducing their household’s income.

“It’ll be better with Trump because he’ll bring the
jobs back,” Wheeler, 66, said as he stopped by a
Republican Party office to scoop up some “Make
America Great Again” yard signs and bumper stick-
ers. “Everybody I know is a Trump supporter. He res-
onates well in Nevada.” Nevada is the most diverse
battleground state. On paper, it should be secure for
Democrats.  But there are enough people like
Wheeler, still rattled by the recession and frustrated
about other things, to make it one of Trump’s best
swing states.

Democrats and Republicans agree that the state’s
competitiveness is not just a quirk of public polling,
which has a spotty track record in Nevada, but is
reflected in private surveys, the tightness of Nevada’s
races for the US Senate and House, and the observa-
tions of seasoned political operatives. “Nevada’s a
picture of where the country’s at,” said Yvanna
Cancela, political director of the Culinary Union,
which represents nearly 60,000, mostly immigrant
workers in casinos and hotels on the Strip. “It’s
increasingly diverse but the ideas of nationalism,
open borders are very much at play here.”

Recovering economy 
The economy has recovered since the reces-

sion. The unemployment rate is down to 6.5 per-
cent from 13.7 percent in 2010. While home prices
have doubled since 2012, they are well below their
2007 peak, and many Las Vegas residents live in
subdivisions dotted with still-unoccupied houses.
Nevada also has one of the lowest rates of college
education in the country, with only 23 percent of
its population having graduated college, giving
Trump a reservoir of non-college graduates that
traditionally form his base. And the state’s anti-
establishment streak and rebellious culture may
prove a good fit for the brash New York developer
and reality show star. “In Nevada, we have this
mindset of it’s us versus the world,” said Charles
Munoz, Trump’s state director. “It’s the perfect
storm of policy and messaging.”

The stakes in Nevada go beyond the state’s six
electoral votes in the presidential election.  The
race for retiring Democratic Sen. Harry Reid’s seat
pits his hand-picked successor, former state
Attorney General Catherine Cortez Masto, against
US Rep Joe Heck. Two of the state’s four US. House
seats are also in play. The state has become a presi-
dential bellwether, voting for the winning candi-
date in every election since 1980. But its partisan
divides have hardened as an influx of immigrants
has helped fuel Las Vegas’ boom and pull political
power from the more rural and conservative
northern part of the state. “When I first moved
here in 1974, you could barely tell the Republicans
and the Democrats apart,” said Donna West, 59,
who was working a phone bank for Clinton one
recent night. “Now there are huge differences.”

Plenty of advantages 
Those differences provide Clinton with plenty

of advantages in the state. Democrats have a for-

midable Nevada ground game, with 70,000 more
registered Democrats than Republicans to date. It’s
a gap similar to that in 2012, when President
Barack Obama won the state by 6 percentage
points. Clinton has targeted the state for more
than a year, announcing her immigration policy
there in 2015 to appeal to Nevada’s growing num-
bers of Latinos and Asian-Americans. The state is
51 percent white, though whites comprised two-
thirds of the 2012 electorate, according to census
data.

“We know that we have the votes, we just have
to turn them out,” said Clinton state director Jorge
Neri, who has a view of Trump’s Las Vegas hotel
from his office in the Clinton campaign’s head-
quarters. That hotel, rising just off the Strip and
surrounded by a sea of stucco, Asian markets and
adult video stores, has been engaged in a battle
with the Culinary Union, which organized more
than 500 of its workers. The hotel refused to recog-
nize the union until the National Labor Relations
Board forced it to do so in April. Now the union
complains the hotel won’t negotiate a contract
and has sent housekeepers and bartenders there
to picket Trump rallies nationwide.

Democrats think the union battle can convince
Nevadans that Trump’s populism is phony and he
actually hurts workers. “For some people in the
country it may seem like a distant thing, but this is
in our backyard,” Neri said. The Trump campaign
sees the hotel as a net positive. “Trump has invest-
ed in this state while Hillary Clinton hasn’t,” Munoz
said. On Friday, Trump met at the hotel with about
two dozen Latino supporters, Republican leaders
and campaign staffers, and asserted: “People don’t
know how well we’re doing with the Hispanics, the
Latinos. We’re doing really well.” — AP 

LAS VEGAS: In this Feb 23, 2016 file photo, Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump arrives for a caucus night rally. — AP 

ATLANTA: Republican Donald Trump has
told conservative evangelical pastors in
Florida that his presidency would preserve
“religious liberty” and reverse what he
insists is a government-enforced muzzling
of Christians. The same afternoon,
Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim
Kaine praised a more liberal group of black
church leaders in Louisiana for their “pro-
gressive values that are the values of
Scripture,” and he urged them to see
Hillary Clinton as a kindred spirit.

The competing appearances earlier this
month highlight an oft-overlooked politi-
cal reality: The “religious vote” is vast and
complex, and it extends beyond general-
izations about “social conservatives” who
side with Republicans and black
Protestant churches whose pastors and
parishioners opt nearly unanimously for
Democrats. An overview of how the
dynamics among religious voters could
help determine the 45th president.

How religious are American voters?
There’s a reason politicians chase

steeples. Exit polls from recent elections
suggest religiously affiliated Americans
and those who attend services regularly
are more likely to vote than those who
claim no organized faith identity. In 2012
exit polls, almost nine out of 10 voters
claimed some religious affiliation and
eight out of 10 voters identified as
Christian. That’s a higher proportion than
what surveys typically find in the general
population: A 2014 Pew Research Center
survey found that three out of four people
claim a religious affiliation, while seven
out of 10 Americans are Christian. Still,
there’s no absolute count of who believes
what, since the government’s census
doesn’t ask.

Are republicans mostly Christian? 
White Christians do skew toward

Republicans. President Barack Obama won
about 40 percent of white Catholics,
according to 2012 exit polls. He won less
than a third of white non-Catholic
Christians. A slice of that group, white
evangelical or “born-again” Christians, are
even more conservative, with a strong
opposition to abortion rights and same-
sex marriage, along with strong support
for Israel. Obama won just a fifth of them.
Yet those groups are just a subset of reli-
gious voters, and the Democratic nominee
still gets some of that vote. White non-
Catholic Christians cast about 40 percent
of the 2012 ballots, with white Catholics
responsible for less than a fifth. The “born-
again” white evangelical vote accounted
for just a quarter of the overall electorate -
same as the total Catholic vote that
includes millions of Hispanics, Asians and
African-Americans. Black and Hispanic vot-
ers, meanwhile, also form key pieces of the
religious vote, and they lean heavily in
Democrats’ favor.

Trump and white Evangelicals
In Florida, Trump told pastors he’s not

their “perfect” candidate. He’s drawn fire

for his boasts about sexual exploits and his
caustic rhetoric about immigrants. But he’s
tapped Mike Pence as his running mate,
touting the Indiana governor’s staunch
anti-abortion, anti-gay rights record that
appeals to many white religious conserva-
tives. Trump compares himself to Ronald
Reagan, another divorced candidate ini-
tially questioned and then embraced by
conservative religious leaders. Reagan
“knew how to win,” Trump reminded the
pastors in Florida. Arguing that too many
evangelicals stayed home for Obama’s vic-
tories, Trump says he’s the movement’s
best chance for conservative federal court
appointments and relaxing the ban on
tax-exempt churches participating in bla-
tant political activity. Yet Trump also risks
his own oversimplifications. He urged the
Florida assembly to “get your people out
to vote,” pointing specifically at Utah, a
GOP-stronghold where he is underper-
forming. Utah is, in fact, heavily Mormon.

Clinton, the Methodist
Just as Trump is aiming for traditionally

Republican religious sectors, Clinton’s is
focusing most heavily on a Democratic
trove: the black church. The group Kaine
addressed in New Orleans was the
Progressive National Baptist Convention,
an outgrowth of the civil rights move-
ment. Clinton’s staff includes a “national
African-American faith outreach director.”
Still, Clinton bets that Trump’s atypical
GOP profile gives her some opening. She
touts her Methodist faith, and some of her
arguments about Trump’s temperament
and his treatment of others are aimed
broadly at moderate and even Republican
voters who prioritize their faith.

Is there a bellwether?
The winner among Catholics has also

won the national popular vote in every
presidential election since 1972. But it’s
really more a function of math: Catholics
cast about a quarter of presidential ballots,
and the group is ideologically, ethnically,
racially and geographically diverse. So it’s
basically a massive sample size of the
complete electorate. For example, Mitt
Romney won six out of 10 white Catholics
in 2012, about the same proportion he
claimed among all whites; Obama domi-
nated among non-white Catholics, just as
he did among other non-whites. Together,
Obama won a narrow majority of the
Catholic vote, not much different than his
national popular vote share.

Where it matters most?
Each party’s religious anchors - black

Protestants for Democrats, white evangeli-
cals for Republicans - figure prominently
in Southern battlegrounds of Florida,
North Carolina and Virginia (and Georgia,
assuming that traditionally GOP state stays
competitive). They also are important in
Ohio, though the Midwestern band of
states that Trump will depend on for any
chance of victory generally is whiter and
more Catholic than the Southern battle-
grounds. — AP 

‘Religious vote’ open to hearing 

messages from both candidates

Nevada becomes one of Trump’s 

big hopes for swing state win
State hoping nominee will bring back jobs

Girl’s killing is New Mexico’s 

latest horrific child death

This undated booking photo released by the Pueblo,
Colo., Police Department shows Joshua Robertson, and
Brittany Humphrey. Eleven days after the body of a
woman was found in the Los Angeles area, the couple
suspected of killing her and kidnapping her three chil-
dren have been arrested in Colorado. — AP 
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LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May
wants to trigger Britain’s withdrawal
from the European Union without a
vote in parliament beforehand, a report
said yesterday. A source in her Downing
Street office said the Daily Telegraph
report was speculation but added that
May was “committed to delivering on
the verdict the public gave” in the June
referendum, when 52 percent voted for
Britain to leave the EU. May’s govern-
ment already faces a legal challenge to
stop it beginning the process of leaving
the EU without an act of parliament.

Lawyers from the Mishcon de Reya
lawfirm are poised to challenge the
government in the English High Court,
arguing that May cannot trigger Article
50 of the EU’s Lisbon Treaty-the legal
process for leaving the bloc-without a
parliamentary debate and vote autho-
rising it to do so. A majority of members
of parl iament ’s  lower House of
Commons campaigned for Britain to
remain in the EU, including May. Once

Article 50 is triggered, it would start a
two-year countdown on Britain’s exit
from the EU. May has said it will not be
triggered this year, the government
needing time to shape Britain’s exit
objectives first.

Meanwhile Gus O’Donnell, the for-
mer head of the civil service, said Brexit
was not inevitable and Britain could still
remain a part of a changed EU. “It very
much depends what happens to public
opinion and whether the EU changes”
before Britain was ready to leave, he
told The Times newspaper. “It might be
that the broader, more loosely aligned
group, is something that the UK is hap-
py being a member of.” He told BBC
radio that elections in France and
Germany next year meant “it is not even
clear which leaders our prime minister
will be negotiating with, so I don’t think
there’s  any great rush to do it ”.
Bookmakers believe there is a one in
eight chance of a second Brexit referen-
dum before the end of 2020. — AFP 

BRASÕLIA: Angry quarrels erupted at
suspended Brazilian president Dilma
Rousseff ’s impeachment trial Friday,
while her key ally, Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva, faced corruption charges on a day
of turmoil for Latin America’s largest
country. Day two of Rousseff’s Senate tri-
al in the capital Brasilia began with
shouting matches that forced Supreme
Court Chief Justice Ricardo
Lewandowski to put the session tem-
porarily on hold until tempers calmed.

Senate President Renan Calheiros
called the row, prompted by a Rousseff
loyalist’s questioning of the notoriously
corrupt Senate’s moral authority, “a
demonstration of infinite stupidity.” This
senate “is a madhouse!” Calheiros said.
About two-thirds of the senators have
current or past brushes with the law,
according to corruption watchdog
Transparencia Brasil. Rousseff, 68, is
accused of breaking the law by taking

unauthorized state bank loans to cover
up budgetary shortfalls during her
2014 re-election. She says the budget-
ary maneuvers were legal, describing
herself as victim of a right-wing power
grab after 13 years’ rule by her leftist
Workers’ Party. 

Witnesses for the defense were called
Friday following the trial’s opening day
Thursday, when the case against
Rousseff was presented. One witness,
economist Luiz Gonzaga Belluzo, insist-
ed that Rousseff did not violate the law,
and that ousting her would be “an attack
on democracy.” Rousseff herself is plan-
ning to testify Monday in a dramatic
last-ditch attempt to save herself before
senators vote-with analysts widely pre-
dicting her defeat.

Lula’s troubles deepen 
At stake is not just Rousseff’s fate,

but that of the once mighty Workers’

Party. Its founder, Lula, faced his own
mounting problems after police Friday
filed a request for corruption and money
laundering charges linking the influen-
tial ex-president to a vast embezzlement
and bribery scheme at state oil company
Petrobras. Lula’s lawyer Cristiano Zanin
Martins said Lula was innocent and tar-
geted by a politically motivated case.

“Once again there is an act that by a
strange coincidence occurs at a political-
ly important moment for the country,”
he told a news conference in Sao Paulo.
“That makes me think that this play,
apart from being a fiction, has a clear
political connotation.” Although prose-
cutors and a judge must still approve
the recommendation for Lula to go to
trial, the police filing represented anoth-
er blow for a man seeing his lifelong
project to build Brazil’s left put in peril.

Adding to the drama, Lula was plan-
ning to travel from his home city of Sao

Paulo to Brasilia to support Rousseff
when she confronts her accusers in the
Senate tomorrow. Under current plans, a
vote would then take place within 48
hours after the senators’ final speeches.
A pro-impeachment vote would see
Rousseff immediately removed from
office. However, given the snail’s pace of
the trial so far-with the first defense wit-
ness finishing only late afternoon Friday-
it was not clear whether the schedule
would change.

Final vote count 
Two thirds of the Senate — 54 of

the 81 senators-must back impeach-
ment to remove Rousseff from office.
Her allies insist they can still sway a half
dozen or so senators to prevent that
happening, but analysts believe there is
no appetite for allowing Rousseff to
return to power. And opponents of the
former leftist guerrilla say they have the

votes in the bag. Senator Raimundo
Lira, a strong backer of impeachment,
told AFP that senators “have already
made up their minds, and I don’t think
there will be any change at the vote.” If
Rousseff  goes,  M ichel  Temer-
Rousseff ’s  former  v ice  pres ident
turned bitter enemy-will be sworn in.
He has already served as acting presi-
dent since her suspension in May and
moved quickly to shift Brazil  away
from the lef t ,  saying the countr y
needs reform to rebui ld  i ts  giant ,
crumbling economy.

It shrank 3.8 percent in 2015 and is
forecast to drop a further 3.3 percent
this year, a historic recession. Inflation
stands at around nine percent and
unemployment at 11 percent. Temer is
hardly more popular than Rousseff, how-
ever: a recent opinion poll found only 14
percent of Brazilians thought he was
doing a good job. — AFP 

Day of turmoil: Rousseff allies fight impeachment 

HARARE: Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe
on Friday warned that the Arab Spring style of
protests would fall flat in Zimbabwe after police
fired teargas and beat up protesters staging the
latest of a string of highly charged demonstra-
tions. Dozens of police blocked off the site of the
opposition rally for electoral reforms by 2018,
when 92-year-old Mugabe who has ruled the
southern African country for decades will seek
re-election. The protesters responded to the
clampdown by throwing stones at the police
while some set tyres ablaze and others pulled
down the sign for a street named after Mugabe.

“They are burning types in the streets in

order to get into power. They are thinking that
what happened in the Arab Spring is going to
happen in this country, but we tell them that is
not going to happen here,” said Mugabe in
remarks broadcast by state television. “What pol-
itics is that when you burn tyres? We want peace
in the country,” said Mugabe accusing foreign
powers of having a hand in the unrest. AFP cor-
respondents saw armed police firing tear gas
and water cannon at protesters gathered on the
fringes of the central business district who were
waiting for the march to start.

Some people caught up in the melee, includ-
ing children going to a nearby agricultural show,
ran for shelter in the magistrate’s court while riot
police pursued the protesters and threatened
journalists covering the rally. The usually-
bustling pavements were clear of street hawkers
and some shops were shut, as rocks, sticks and
burning tyres were strewn across the streets.
Opposition protesters also clashed with support-
ers of the ruling ZANU-PF party who had refused
to clear their street stalls.  ZANU-PF youths
hurled stones at the opposition activists but
were overpowered and their stalls set on fire.

‘Very deep anger’ 
The march was organised by 18 opposition

parties including the Movement for Democratic
Change led by Morgan Tsvangirai and the
Zimbabwe People First formed this year by for-
mer vice president Joice Mujuru. Opposition
leaders condemned the brutal repression of the
protest and vowed to increase pressure on
Mugabe’s regime. “If that was meant to cow us
from demonstrating, I want to say we are going
to do the same next week Friday,” former
Mugabe ally and ex-cabinet minister Didymus

Mutasa told reporters.
Protests “will continue until the day we vote”,

said Mutasa, a former top member of ZANU-PF
who is now a senior member of Mujuru’s party.
“We have had enough of ZANU-PF misrule.”
Tsvangirai said the public would not be easily
calmed.  “The people’s anger is very deep. The
people’s desperation is very deep,” he said.
“Today’s brutal suppression of the people will
not stop them from exercising their rights.”

Government losing control 
Tsvangirai said the regime was in its “sunset

hour”, warning that efforts to suppress the
protests would backfire. “Citizens are like a
spring: The more they are suppressed, the
greater the rebound,” he said. Charles Laurie, an
analyst with Verisk Maplecroft in London, agreed
that the government was on the verge of losing
control. “The government is nearing a tipping
point in its ability to control a population long
used to violence and hardship, and who now
have little to lose in putting themselves at risk in
forcing political concessions,” he told AFP. 

Police broke up the protest despite a court
ordering them not to interfere or disrupt the
march. Authorities said they had arrested 67
people, and lawyers said one of them was a jour-
nalist. Several foreign diplomatic missions based
in Harare called on the authorities to ensure that
basic human rights and freedoms are respected
during policing.

‘Violence unacceptable’ 
The US embassy expressed “deep concern

over reports of violence during some of the
protests” and called on government to “exhibit
restraint” and respect human rights.  And the
Canadian embassy also said it was “increasingly
concerned with reports of violence and human
rights violations in response to public protest”
while the Australian mission said the use of vio-
lence was “not acceptable under any circum-
stance”. Friday’s march was to demand free and
fair elections. The last elections in 2013 were
won by Mugabe in a vote the opposition said
was rigged. Zimbabwe has seen a mounting tide
of violent protests in recent weeks, with demon-
strators demanding the resignation of Mugabe,
who has been in power since 1980. Under his
rule, there has been an economic collapse that
has caused food and cash shortages, with the
country battling to pay public servants. — AFP 

No Arab Spring in Zimbabwe: 
Mugabe warns protesters
Police firing teargas and beating up protesters

HARARE: A man wearing a Zimbabwean flag salutes riot police during a protest. — AP 

MOSCOW: At least 16 migrant workers
mostly from Kyrgyzstan died in a fire that
broke out at a Moscow warehouse early
yesterday, Russian authorities said. “When
the fire was being put out, a room that had
been cut off by the flames was discovered,”
TASS news agency quoted the regional
branch of the emergency ministry’s press
service as saying. “Firefighters tore down
the wall and found 16 dead.”

Emergency workers arrived at the scene
around 0500 GMT to put out a blaze that
had engulfed 200 square meters of a ware-
house in an industrial zone in the Russian
capital’s north. The fire at the four-floor
facility, which is thought to belong to a
local printing company, was extinguished
at around 0700 GMT, authorities said. The
head of the Moscow branch of the emer-
gency ministry, Ilya Denisov, told Russian
news agencies that the victims of the fire
were migrant workers from Kyrgyzstan.
Kyrgyzstan’s foreign ministry later con-
firmed that 14 of the 16 people killed in the
fire were Kyrgyz nationals. 

A representative of the Kyrgyz commu-
nity in Moscow, Tursunbay Kurbatbekov,

told TASS that a 16-year-old girl was
thought to be among the dead. An AFP
journalist at the scene saw about three
dozen migrant workers gathered outside
the warehouse, some of whom wept as
they awaited news of the people who had
been in the building when the blaze broke
out. Denisov said the fire was thought to
have been caused by a broken lamp in a
room containing large quantities of flam-
mable liquids and paper products.

“ The fire spread from the first floor
through the elevator shaft to the room in
which the people were killed,” Interfax news
agency quoted Denisov as saying. Moscow
mayor Sergei Sobyanin wrote on Twitter
that the people injured in the blaze had
been taken to a local hospital and that the
city would investigate the incident. “I am
certain that those guilty will be found and
punished,” Sobyanin wrote. The Moscow
branch of Russia’s Investigative Committee
said in a statement that it was still probing
the circumstances surrounding the inci-
dent. A criminal investigation was launched
to determine whether the blaze erupted
due to arson or negligence.  — AFP 

MOSCOW: Colleagues and relatives of dead workers from Kyrgyzstan react as they
gather next to the burnt building of a printing plant’s warehouse. — AP 

At least 16 migrants die in 
Moscow warehouse fire

British PM to trigger pull-out 
‘without a parliament vote’

LIBREVILLE: The people of Gabon
were voting Saturday whether to re-
elect President Ali Bongo or bring to
power a veteran politician riding on
a promise to end a 50-year-old fami-
ly dynasty. The election in the oil-
rich central African country followed
an acrimonious campaign and per-
sistent social unrest and the main
opposition candidate cried foul just
hours after polls opened. Ex-African
Union Commission chief Jean Ping
alleged that a Constitutional Court
decision on Friday had opened the
way to possible fraud.

The court ruled that soldiers, tra-
ditionally Bongo supporters, could
vote away from their bases. Ping’s
campaign said that this could allow
them to “vote several times in sever-
al polling centers.” “We know the
other side is trying to cheat. It is up
to you to be vigilant,” Ping, 73, told
reporters yesterday. “We are prepar-
ing to celebrate victory. You know
that our opponents have been com-
pletely rejected,” said Ping as he cast
his vote in Libreville. Bongo, who
has been president since 2009 when
his father Omar died after 41 years
in power, said he was “calm” as his
countrymen went to the polls. “I had
a good night,” said the 57-year-old
dressed in a light-blue shirt and dark
blue jacket.

Tighter race 
Campaigning was marked by

months of bitter exchanges, includ-
ing accusations, and strenuous
denials, that Bongo was born in
Nigeria and therefore ineligible to
run. On Friday, each side accused

the other of buying up voter cards in
various parts of the country. Until
recently, Bongo was the clear
favourite, with several prominent
politicians running against him and
splitting the opposition. But pro-
tracted negotiations led key chal-
lengers to pull out and back Ping,
with the last of them withdrawing
only last week. “The best way to get
rid of Ali and all his group of hang-
ers-on is via the ballot box and that’s
what I’ve done,” said Francoise Mba
as she cast her vote in the second
city of Port Gentil. Another voter in
Port Gentil, a 32-year-old man who
gave his name only as Steve, said he
had voted “to kick out this fake
opposition which has no plans for
the country.”

All change 
Both candidates based their cam-

paigns around a promise to break
with the past. Faced with repeated
charges of nepotism, Bongo has
long insisted he owes his presidency
to merit and his years of govern-
ment service. His extravagant cam-
paign was based around the slogan
“Let’s change together”, playing up
the roads and hospitals built during
his first term.

In an overt jibe at Ping’s own
long association with his father,
Bongo also stressed the need to
move on from the bad old days of
disappearing public funds and
dodgy management of oil revenues.
“There’s a risk that certain people
who did so much harm to our coun-
try will come back” to power, the
president told a crowd of thousands

during his last rally in the capital,
Libreville on Friday.

As well as having spent many
years working for it, Ping also has
close family ties to the Bongo
dynasty: he was formerly married to
Omar Bongo’s eldest daughter with
whom he had two children. Ping
turned on Bongo in 2014, and in
March he told French daily Le
Monde that “Gabon is a pure and
simple dictatorship in the hands of a
family, a clan.” For his part, Ping has
pledged to deliver Gabon its first
change of power and its second
independence. Ping has also under-
taken to protect Gabon from “need
and fear,” dismissing the president’s
much-touted moves to diversify the

economy into rubber and palm oil
as mere window dressing.

Ban urges ‘restraint’
The country of 1.8 million peo-

ple has only known three presi-
dents since it ceased to be a French
colony in 1960. One third of
Gabon’s population lives in poverty,
despite boasting one of Africa’s
highest per capita incomes at
$8,300 thanks to pumping 200,000
barrels of oil a day. Youth unem-
ployment runs at 35 percent accord-
ing to the World Bank. Recent
months have seen growing popular
unrest and numerous public sector
strikes as well as thousands of lay-
offs in the oil sector. — AFP

Bongo’s fate in the balance 
as Gabon goes to the polls

LIBREVILLE: Gabonese voters queue to cast their ballots during the
Presidential Election yesterday. — AFP 

MADRID: Spain’s acting Prime Minister
Mariano Rajoy warned yesterday ahead of
parliament’s confidence vote for a second
term in office that the formation of a new
government remained “more of a wish”. The
country has been without a fully-function-
ing government for eight months as squab-
bling political parties are unable to reach
any kind of pact following inconclusive
elections in December, and again in June.

Rajoy’s conservative Popular Party (PP),
which has led the government since 2011,
won the greatest number of seats in both
polls but fell short of a majority It has so far
failed to secure support from other parties
to form a minority or coalition government.
Rajoy will put his candidacy for another
term to a first vote of confidence in parlia-
ment on Tuesday. “The formation of a gov-

ernment in Spain is today still more of a
wish than a fact,” he told a party rally in the
northwestern region of Galicia, a PP strong-
hold, ahead of the vote.

The PP holds 137 seats, 39 short of a
majority in the 350-seat parliament. It has
been in talks with its upstart centrist rival
Ciudadanos which came fourth in the elec-
tion with 32 seats but no final agreement
has been struck. Even if Ciudadanos agrees
to support Rajoy’s PP in the confidence
vote, the two political groups will still fall
short of the needed majority of seats. Rajoy
also needs the support of the Socialists, his
traditional rivals, or at the very least their
abstention when he asks for a confidence
vote in parliament. So far they have refused
to help him. The Socialists finished second
in the last election with 85 seats. — AFP 

Spain PM warns forming 
government still ‘a wish’
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KABUL: As the United States prepared to
invade Taleban-ruled Afghanistan 15 years
ago, then-First Lady Laura Bush took over
her husband’s weekly radio address to tell
the American people that part of the rea-
son for going to war after the attacks of
September 11, 2001, was to liberate Afghan
women from the brutality that had been
forced on them by the extremists’ regime.

As the war against the Taleban grinds
on, Afghan women are still largely treated
as property and barely a week goes by
without news emerging of a woman or girl
being stoned to death, burned with gaso-
line, beaten or tortured by her in-laws, trad-
ed to repay a debt, jailed for running away
from a violent husband, or sold into mar-
riage as a child. Abuse of women in
Afghanistan remains entrenched and
endemic, despite constitutional guarantees
of equality, protection from violence and
age-old practices such as trading young
women to pay debts.

Hearts on fire 
Earlier this month, news emerged from

remote central Ghor province of Zarah, a
pregnant 14-year-old who was allegedly
tortured and set on fire by her in-laws as
they took revenge on her father over a
failed deal to marry one of their relatives.
Mohammad Azam, 45, traveled to the capi-
tal, Kabul, to call for justice for the killing of
his daughter. Yet he too had taken a young
bride as payment for construction work.

The British government said in a report
in early July that “documented cases of vio-
lence against women have risen” in the first
half of 2016, with 5,132 cases reported to
the Afghanistan Independent Human
Rights Commission, “including 241 mur-
ders.” Attending a small rally in western
Kabul to support Azam’s call for justice,
women’s rights activist Veeda Saghari said
violence against women is largely ignored
by Afghanistan’s judicial sector. “That is why
all kinds of violence against women such as
acid throwing, beating, stoning, informal
community tribunal verdicts, burning,
forced divorces, forced marriages, forced
pregnancies, forced abortions have
reached a peak,” she said.

In fairness, much has improved for
Afghan women since the Taleban were
ejected from power. During five years of
Taleban rule, women were not permitted to
attend school or work, were largely con-
fined to their homes, and subject to public
beatings for violations of strict rules on what
they could wear in public. When it came to
their health, very few had access to doctors,
and benchmarks such as maternal mortality
were among the worst in the world.

Now millions of girls go to school, com-
pared to practically none in 2001, and
access to health care is widespread. The
constitution protects women from the
worst excesses they suffered before 2001.
Figures published by the World Bank show
a drop in maternal mortality, for instance,
from 1,340 per 100,000 live births in 1990
to 396 in 2015.

Women workforce 
Many women work for the government

and security services, run their own busi-
ness, and are elected to parliament. Figures
from President Ashraf Ghani’s office show
33 percent of all teachers are women, and
there are 240 women judges. He has nomi-
nated four women as Cabinet ministers,
appointed seven as deputy ministers and
four as ambassadors. Yet for most Afghan
women, the struggles of today are little dif-
ferent to those under the Taleban. Many
working women are targeted and often
killed by extremists. High-profile lawmaker
Shukria Barakzai, who ran a secret school for
girls during the Taleban era, survived a sui-
cide bomb attack in 2014, and was appoint-
ed ambassador to Norway last year.

But in impoverished and rural areas, girls
can often be of less value to their families
than their animals. A burns unit in the west-
ern city of Herat has a ward dedicated to
treating young women who set themselves
on fire, as much a cry for help as a suicide
attempt. Women’s prisons in major cities,
including Kabul, hold hundreds of women
accused of adultery for having sex outside
marriage, as well as young women who
have run away from home to escape
arranged marriages or abusive, often much
older, husbands.

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, the execu-
tive director of U.N. Women, has found that
government officials, judges, clerics and
educators are often receptive to the con-
cepts of women’s rights, as enshrined in the
Afghan constitution. But, she said, “When
we are dealing with extremism there is
pushback, every step of the way there is
pushback.” Following the fall of the Taleban,
the Western push for women’s rights led
some Afghans to feel that Western values
were being forced on them, she said, and
that had led to problems of acceptance of
women’s rights as homegrown. The situa-
tion is complicated by almost 40 years of
conflict. “We have a generation that has only
known war, and at the same time you also
have a generation that has been educated,
that knows about the lives that are lived by
people in other parts of the world. There has
to be some confusion as people try to deal
with all these issues,” Mlambo-Ngcuka said,
adding: “So the glass is half full.” That doesn’t
mean Afghanistan should be given special
treatment, she said. “Rape is rape, physical
violence is physical violence. So in our quest
not to be overbearing and not to overshad-
ow local efforts, I don’t think that we should
also move away and not talk about the uni-
versality of rights,” she said.

As a member of the United Nations and
signatory to the “same charters as all the
other member states, we have to hold them
to the same standards because the nation
has actually signed on to the same value
system as the other nations,” she said. “What
is good for a child in Europe in terms of pro-
tection, in terms of making sure that they
have a right to education, not to be married
early, that is good for a child in Europe and it
is good for a child in Afghanistan.”  — AP     

SRINAGAR: Police in Indian-administered
Kashmir have arrested a top separatist leader,
his aide said yesterday, as the region’s chief
minister met Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
defended a 50-day lockdown on the region.
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, chief cleric and head of
All Parties Hurriyat (Freedom) Conference, a
political coalition opposed to the Indian rule of
Kashmir, was arrested near Srinagar on Friday,
his aide, Tariq Buch told AFP.

“He was first detained by police while trying
to leave home to lead a peaceful demonstra-
tion. We came to know later he was taken away
to Cheshma Shahi (a high security zone in
Srinagar),” Buch said. It came as the number of
civi l ians k i l led since protests erupted in
Kashmir last month after the shooting of a pop-
ular militant leader hit 68 yesterday, while a
police constable was also shot dead.

Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti jus-
tified the continuation of the sweeping curfew
that has seen schools, shops and most banks

shut, after meeting the prime minister in New
Delhi yesterday.  “The basic purpose of the cur-
few was to save the lives of youngsters... If we
don’t impose a curfew what do we do?” Mufti
told reporters. She also said the government
was willing to hold talks with anyone who
wanted a peaceful resolution to the Kashmir
problem through dialogue, but pointed the fin-
ger at Pakistan.

Provoke youngsters 
“I want to tell Pakistan, if it has any sympa-

thy for Kashmiris, it shouldn’t provoke young-
sters to attack police stations-and save youths
from being killed,” Mufti said. Police shot one
protester dead Friday, while the body of anoth-
er was found in a river a day after he was
chased by police during an anti-India demon-
stration. A police constable was shot dead by
unknown gunmen as he stepped out of his
home in the southern area of Pulwama yester-
day, Police Superintendent Rayees Mohammad

Bhat said. “We have reports that there were mil-
itants in the area,” Bhat said.

The killing of young rebel leader Burhan
Wani in a firefight with government forces on
July 8 sparked wide-scale protests across large
parts of the disputed territory. Thousands of
angry demonstrators have defied a sweeping
curfew to clash with government forces almost
daily. Kashmir has been divided between rivals
India and Pakistan since their independence
from Brit ish rule in 1947.  Both claim the
Himalayan territor y in ful l .  Wani ’s  Hizbul
Mujahideen and several other rebel groups
have fought for decades some 500,000 Indian
troops deployed in the territory, demanding
independence for the region or a merger of the
territory with Pakistan. Rights groups say
70,000 people, mostly civilians, have died in the
fighting and thousands disappeared after they
were taken away by security forces since 1989
when an armed rebellion against Indian rule
began. — AFP 

Top separatist arrested 

in Kashmir, toll hits 68
Modi defends 50-day lockdown on the region   

UN: For Afghan women 

‘glass is only half full’

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri protesters shout slogans during a protest yesterday. — AFP 

KABUL/ISLAMABAD: With its spacious,
leafy campus, foreign professors and
English-language MBAs, the American
University in Kabul offers young Afghan
students the kind of Western-style edu-
cation unimaginable for most of their
peers. The image of an island of liberal-
ism and learning in a country plagued
by militant violence has been shattered.

On Wednesday evening, at least two
gunmen stormed classrooms after a sus-
pected car bomb was used to get into
the walled complex, and killed seven
students and a professor. The death toll
could have been far higher, with most
students managing to barricade them-
selves in classrooms or flee to safety,
even if it meant breaking bones as they
jumped from the second floor of a build-
ing. As security forces patrolled the 5-
acre campus on Thursday and university
staff visited the wounded in hospital,
students weighed up the risks of return-
ing to their education. “Now my parents
say I should stop studying there if it
reopens, but I want to continue, because
is there another institution like it in the
whole country?” said Farooq, an interna-
tional relations student.

Opened in 2006 and partly funded by
US aid, the not-for-profit American
University of Afghanistan (AUAF) had

grown to accommodate 1,700 students,
offering some of the country’s most
respected degrees craved by young peo-
ple restless for opportunities. A slick pro-
motion video on the university’s website
shows smiling Afghan men and women
in traditional Western robes and mortar
boards preparing to graduate. Pupils
range from poorer Afghans on scholar-
ships to the sons and daughters of the
country’s elite. The university also offers
overseas exchange programs to the
United States and Germany, a further
incentive to those deciding whether to
go back. “When the university reopens, I
will be the first to enter and continue my
education. The terrorists can never stop
us from learning,” said Wahida Faizi.

No claim
There has been no claim of responsi-

bility for the raid, which ended after
security forces cleared buildings early on
Thursday. Islamist militants have increas-
ingly targeted educational institutions in
countries including neighboring
Pakistan, in an effort to frighten the pub-
lic and damage centers of learning they
deem out of place in their vision of an
Islamic society. Taleban insurgents who
control swathes of rural Afghanistan and
want to topple the Western-backed gov-

ernment of President Ashraf Ghani also
frequently attack places where foreign-
ers live or gather, leaving the American
University even more vulnerable.

Two teachers from the university, an
American and an Australian, were
abducted at gunpoint from a road near
the campus on Aug. 7. They are still
missing. Among the wounded in
Wednesday’s attack was a Ugandan
professor, according to the Kabul emer-
gency hospital where he was being
treated.

Foreign academics
Despite security concerns, the uni-

versity’s reputation and unique setting
have continued to attract overseas
teaching staff, even as the insurgency
grew and foreigners were targeted.
Some 60 percent of professors are for-
eign and the wider academic staff are
drawn from 16 countries including
Afghanistan, said Shamroz Khan
Masjidi, a university spokesman. Ten
academics joined from overseas shortly
before the start of classes in mid-
August. Security had been beefed up
since 2014, when a wave of bombings
in Kabul targeting foreign guesthouses,
restaurants and clubs drove many expa-
triates to leave the city. — Reuters 

University attack hits heart 

of Afghan liberal learning

KABUL: Afghan security forces stand guard after an attack on the American University of Afghanistan. — AP 



I N T E R N AT I O N A L
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysian student activists led a rally
yesterday to demand the arrest of Prime Minister Najib
Razak, who has been implicated in a US government
probe into massive fraud in a Malaysian investment
fund. More than 1,000 people defied a police ban as
they congregated at two locations in Kuala Lumpur and
marched to historic Independence Square. They held
posters and caricatures of Najib, with some chanting
“Catch, catch Najib.”

The US Department of Justice said last month that at
least $3.5 billion had been stolen from 1MDB, a
Malaysian fund founded by Najib. It has initiated action
to seize $1.3 billion it said was used to buy assets in the
US. It said in court filings that more than $700 million
had landed in the accounts of “Malaysian Official 1.” It
didn’t name the official, but appeared to be referring to
Najib. Allegations against 1MDB have gained steam, but
Najib has steadfastly denied any involvement or wrong-
doing. “Can we send MO1 to jail and bring that person to
face justice?” student leader Anis Syafiqah Mohamad
Yusof said at the rally.

Police put barricades around the square, forcing pro-
testers to gather around the perimeter. It was a rare
protest led by student activists in the country, and
backed by opposition parties and civil groups. The rally
ended peacefully after nearly three hours, with student

leaders placing the effigies of Najib, his wife, Rosmah
Mansor, his stepson Riza Shahriz Abdul Aziz and busi-
nessman Low Taek Jho into a mock prison. Riza, who co-
founded the movie production studio Red Granite
Pictures, and Low, who is close to Najib’s family, were
named in the Department of Justice filings.

Luxury properties 
The state fund was created in 2009 by Najib shortly

after he took office to promote economic development
projects. Instead, US prosecutors said, fund officials
diverted more than $3.5 billion through a web of shell
companies and bank accounts in Singapore,
Switzerland, Luxembourg and the United States. The
Justice Department says the forfeiture demand, for
some $1.3 billion of that money that officials were able
to trace through the US financial system, is the largest
single action it’s taken. The money was used to pay for
luxury properties in New York and California, a $35 mil-
lion jet, and art by Vincent Van Gogh and Claude Monet,
according to the DOJ complaints. It also allegedly
helped finance the Hollywood film “The Wolf of Wall
Street,” made by Red Granite Pictures. Najib remains
firmly in political control of the country, thanks largely to
the apparently unwavering support of ruling party
members despite a few voices of dissent. — AP 

Malaysian students rally to demand PM Razak’s arrest

MANILA: On the day he was sworn
into off ice,  President Rodrigo
Duterte went to a Manila slum and
exhorted residents who knew any
drug addicts to “go ahead and kill
them yourself as getting their par-
ents to do it would be too painful.”
Two months later, nearly 2,000 sus-
pected drug pushers and users lay
dead as morgues continue to fill
up.  Faced with crit icism of his
actions by rights activists, interna-
tional bodies and outspoken
Filipinos, including the top judge,
Duterte has stuck to his guns and
threatened to declare martial law
if the Supreme Court meddles in
his work.

According to a survey early last
month, he has the support of near-
ly 91 percent of Filipinos.  The inde-
pendent poll was done during his
first week in office, and no new sur-
veys have come out since then.
National police chief Ronald dela
Rosa told a Senate hearing this
week that police have recorded
more than 1,900 dead, including
756 suspected drug dealers and
users who were gunned down after
they resisted arrest. More than
1,000 other deaths are under inves-
tigation, and some of them may
not be drug-related, he said.

Jayeel Cornelio, a doctor of soci-
ology and director of Ateneo de
Manila University’s Development
Studies Program, said he suspects
only a few of Duterte’s supporters
are disillusioned by the killings and
his rhetoric because voters trust his
campaign promise to crush drug
criminals. They also find resonance
in his cursing and no-holds-barred
comments. Duterte’s death threats
against criminals, his promise to
battle corruption, his anti-establish-
ment rhetoric and gutter humor
have enamored Filipinos living on
the margins of society. He over-
whelmingly won the election, mir-
roring public exasperation over the
social ills he condemns.

Economic Planning Secretary
Ernesto Pernia has said the killings
“may be a necessary evil in the pur-
suit of a greater good,” a sentiment
echoed by a deluge of comments
by Duterte supporters in social
media deriding his critics and
defending the brutal war on drugs.
“The killings are OK so there will be
less criminals, drug pushers and
drug addicts in our society,” said
Rex Alisoso, a 25-year-old cleaner in
Manila. He said people have gotten
used to the way Duterte talks and
voted for him knowing his ways.

‘Penal populism’ 
Kim Labasan, a Manila shop-

keeper,  said she does not l ike
Duterte’s constant swearing, his
“stepping on too many toes,” and
his decision to allow late dictator

Ferdinand Marcos to be buried in
the Heroes’ Cemetery. But she sup-
ports the anti-drug war despite the
rising death toll because, she said,
she has personally seen the effects
of drugs. Addicts in her hometown
north of Manila have ended up
with “poisoned brains” and even
robbed her family’s home. “A battle
of moralities is being waged right
now by this administration -
before, if you were a human rights
advocate you are a hero of the
country,  now you are seen as
someone who can destroy the
country,” Cornelio said.

He said that Duterte fosters
“penal populism” - identifying a
particular enemy, a criminal, and
then hunting him down to death.
Because the results are visible, tan-
gible and people feel it, “it becomes

more important than many other
things to the ordinary person.”
Duterte has said drugs were
destroying the country. In his State
of the Nation Address last month,
he said “human rights cannot be
used as a shield or an excuse to
destroy the country.”

He also lashed out at US
Ambassador Philip Goldberg, call-
ing him gay in derogatory terms,
after he criticized Duterte’s rape
comments during the presidential
campaign. He threatened to pull
the Philippines out of the United
Nations because of U.N. comments
condemning extrajudicial killings,
saying he did not “give a shit” about
the consequences. The following
day, Foreign Secretary Perfecto
Yasay said the Philippines was not
leaving the U.N. and Duterte made
the comment only because he was
tired, angry and frustrated.

Phelim Kine, Human Rights
Watch’s deputy Asia director, said
Duterte “is streamrolling the rule of
law and its advocates both at home
and abroad.” The killings suggest
his aggressive rhetoric advocating
extrajudicial solutions to criminality
has found a receptive audience,
Kine said. “His supporters are cheer-
ing him on, but wait till  one of
them is k illed,” said Ferdie
Monasterio, a driver of a ride-shar-
ing company who doesn’t support
Duterte. “He is no different from
Marcos and it looks like he wants to
establish a dictatorship.”

Cornelio said the death toll is
not the clincher in turning public
sentiment against Duterte, because
a lot of people look at them as justi-
fied killings. He said that Dutere’s
first year in office will be crucial
since he promised quick action. “I
think the threshold has to do with
the delivery of the promises,” he
said. “Are changes going to happen
sooner or later? If they don’t then,
people will start getting disillu-
sioned.” — AP 

BANGKOK: Three Thai women convict-
ed of insulting the monarchy were
released from jail yesterday after receiv-
ing royal pardons, a human rights lawyer
said, following years spent behind bars
for violating the draconian law.
Thailand’s lese majeste law is among the
world’s harshest, punishing any per-
ceived criticism of the monarchy with up
to 15 years per offence. 

Cases have skyrocketed under the
ultra-royalist junta that seized power in
2014, with more than 60 people facing
trials since the power grab, mostly in
military courts. The law has also been
interpreted with an increasingly broad
sweep, with one man arrested for mak-
ing sarcastic comments about the king’s
late dog. Media must self-censor when
reporting on royal defamation cases to
avoid falling foul of the law.

Yesterday three lese majeste convicts
were included in a royal pardon that saw
over 100 female prisoners released from
a Bangkok jail.  “Three women prisoners
who were jailed for lese majeste were
freed today,” Weeranan Huadsri, from the
Thai Lawyers for Human Rights, told AFP.
They included Daranee
Charnchoengsilapakul, an activist sen-
tenced to 15 years in 2011 for speeches
delivered at political rallies.

Known as “Da Torpedo” for her hard-

hitting rhetoric, the activist was a fer-
vent supporter of ex-premier Thaksin
Shinawatra-the leader of a political fac-
tion loathed by the kingdom’s military
rulers. Porntip Mankong, a 29-year-old
activist arrested in 2014 for her role in a
satirical play, was also released yester-
day, the lawyer said.  She had around
two months left of her 2.5 year sentence.
The young activist was prosecuted
alongside Patiwat Saraiyaem, a male uni-
versity student who also participated in
“The Wolf Bride” play.

Patiwat was released earlier this
month after receiving a royal pardon on
Queen Sirikit’s birthday. The third lese
majeste prisoner set free Saturday was
Thitinan Kaewjantranont, an elderly
woman jailed for insulting a portrait of
the Thai king. The court that sentenced
her in 2015 noted she suffered from
mental health issues but said her behav-
ior was “so evil” it warranted jail time.
The monarchy has become an increas-
ingly sensitive subject in Thailand as 88-
year-old King Bhumibol Adulyadej
enters his twilight years. Analysts say
anxiety over his ailing health has exacer-
bated the kingdom’s decade-long politi-
cal crisis, as competing elites wrestle for
influence. But open discussion of the
monarchy and its future is impossible
due to the royal insult law. — AFP 

Thai royal insult

prisoners freed 

TANAY PROVINCE: In this Wednesday, Aug 24, 2016, file photo,
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte gestures with a fist bump dur-
ing his visit to the Philippine Army’s Camp Mateo Capinpin. — AP 

Filipinos seen backing Duterte 

despite rising drug killings
‘A necessary evil in the pursuit of a greater good’

KUALA LUMPUR: Student activists hold up clown-faced caricature of Malaysian Prime Minister Najib
Razak (2nd R) and his wife Rosmah Mansor (2nd L) during a protest over a financial scandal involv-
ing state fund, 1MDB. — AFP 

SEOUL: North Korea yesterday threatened to aim
fire at the lighting equipment used by “provocative”
American and South Korean troops at a truce village
inside the Demilitarized Zone that divides the two
Koreas. The North’s Korean People’s Army accused
US and South Korean soldiers of “deliberate provoca-
tions” by aiming their lights at North Korean guard
posts at Panmunjom since Friday evening.

The KPA said in a statement that the soldiers’
actions have seriously threatened the safety of
North Korean troops and disrupted their normal
monitoring activities. It said the activities have fur-
ther raised the anger of North Korean soldiers at a
time when the Korean Peninsula has reached the
“brink of war” due to last Monday’s start of annual
joint military drills between the U.S. and South Korea
that Pyongyang says are an invasion rehearsal.

“Floodlight directed at the KPA side at random is
taken as an intolerable means of provocation and it
will be the target of merciless pinpoint shots,” the
KPA’s chief security officers at Panmunjom said in
the statement, carried by the North’s state media.
“The true aim sought by the provocateurs through
their recent act is to seriously get on the nerves of
the KPA soldiers, lead them to take due countermea-
sures and label them as provocation,” it said.

South Korea’s Defense Ministry didn’t immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment. The state-
ment by North Korea’s military came hours after the
United Nations Security Council issued a statement
strongly condemning four North Korean ballistic
missile launches in July and August. On Tuesday,
the American-led UN Command in South Korea
accused North Korea of planting land mines near
the truce village. Panmunjom, jointly overseen by
North Korea and the UN Command, is where an
armistice that ended the 1950-53 Korean War was
signed and is now a popular tourist spot for visitors
from both sides.

Under the Korean War armistice, the two sides
are barred from carrying out any hostile acts within
or across the 2.5-mile-wide DMZ. Still, they have

accused each other of deploying machine guns and
other heavy weapons and combat troops inside the
zone. More than a million mines are also believed to
be buried inside the DMZ. In August 2015, land
mine blasts that Seoul blamed on Pyongyang
maimed two South Korean soldiers and caused ten-
sions between the two Koreas to flare.

N Korea submarine missiles not ready   
Meanwhile, North Korea is making progress on a

submarine-launched ballistic missile system but any
deployment of the technology is years away, a US
think tank said, as the UN Security Council promised
action over Pyongyang’s latest test. The US-Korea
Institute at Johns Hopkins University said late Friday

on its closely-watched website, 38 North, that the
success of North Korea’s SLBM test this week sug-
gests the program may be progressing faster than
originally expected.

“However, this does not mean it will be ready
next week, next month, or even next year”, it said.
“Rather, the pace and method of the North’s SLBM
testing would suggest possible deployment in an
initial operational capability by the second half of
2018 at the earliest.” The missile, launched from a
submerged prototype “Gorae-class” submarine near
the northeastern port of Sinpo, flew 500 kilometers
towards Japan, marking what weapons analysts
called a clear step forward for its nuclear strike
ambitions. — AFP 

N Korea threatens to fire 

at S Korea troops’ lights

MADRID: Spanish police said yesterday they
had smashed a major ring allegedly provid-
ing Chinese nationals living illegally in the
country with fake contracts as domestic staff
so they could get residency permits. Police
arrested 57 people across the country as
part of the operation, including a Chinese
couple suspected of running the ring, police
said in a statement. The authorities suspect
Chinese nationals living illegally in Barcelona
paid the ring around 8,000 euros ($9,000) for
fake domestic work contracts with employ-
ers in the holiday island of Lanzarote, allow-
ing them to obtain residency permits.

“They would return to Barcelona once they

obtained a residency permit to work in the
textile sector, without ever carrying out job
they were hired for,” the statement said. The
ring allegedly paid employers, usually hotels
in Lanzarote, 1,500-2,000 euros for each fake
work contract they provided a Chinese
national. A police spokeswoman could not say
how many Chinese nationals obtained resi-
dency permits through the scheme, saying
only that the ring was “very important”. Just
under 200,000 Chinese nationals legally live in
Spain, making the Chinese immigrant popula-
tion the fourth largest foreign community in
the country, according to national statistics
institute INE. — AFP 

Spanish police smash major 

Chinese immigration ring

MANILA: The Ramon Magsaysay awardees for this year pose by the tarpaulin poster
following a news conference yesterday. The Ramon Magsaysay Awards, Asia’s equiv-
alent of the Nobel Prize, is given annually in honor of the late Philippine President
who died in a plane crash, and awarded to persons “who address issues of human
development in Asia with courage and creativity, and in doing so have made contri-
butions that have transformed their societies for the better.” They are, from left,
Bezwada Wilson from India, Thodur Madabusi Krishna, also from India, Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteers represented by Rina Tanaka, Kenichi Kubota and
Kenzo Iwakami. — AP 

PAJU: In this July 27, 2014 file photo, North Korean army soldiers watch the south side while a
South Korean and United States Army soldiers stand guard at the border villages of
Panmunjom. — AP  

HONG KONG: China’s Fu Yuanhui, the Olympic
swimmer who won legions of fans in Rio for
her joyful over-enthusiasm, said yesterday that
Chinese people and Hong Kongers were “one
family” as fears grow about Beijing’s increasing
influence in the semi-autonomous city. Fu is
part of a 64-strong delegation of Chinese ath-
letes that arrived in Hong Kong yesterday for a
three-day tour, with thousands of tickets to
sports events snapped up by residents ahead
of their arrival. “I have always felt that we are
one family, we are brothers and sisters,” Fu, 20,
said at a press conference when asked about
her reception in Hong Kong.

The swimming star said she had many fans in

the city and had been looking forward to the vis-
it. Fu had won praise online for speaking frankly
about having her period while competing in Rio-
long a taboo subject for female athletes-while
her goofy and charming pool-side antics have
also turned her into a viral sensation.  Despite
winning bronze rather than gold, Fu has shot to
popularity for her likeable manner. “I utilized my
prehistorical powers,” she said in one interview
after coming third in the women’s 100 meter
backstroke. “I like Hong Kong, and always want-
ed to come. But I didn’t get a chance to because I
was always busy training,” she said. “There’s a lot
of good food and fun places in Hong Kong, I’m
looking forward to them.” — AFP

Olympian calls China and 

Hong Kong ‘one family’
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The Jarablus Military Council, part of the SDF, had said
earlier yesterday that Turkish planes hit the village of Al-
Amarna south of Jarablus, causing civilian casualties. It
called the action “a dangerous escalation”. The Kurdish-led
administration that controls parts of northern Syria said
Turkish tanks advanced on Al-Amarna and clashed with
forces of the Jarablus Military Council. But the Kurdish
administration said no Kurdish forces were involved. 

However, the leader of one Turkey-backed rebel
group gave a rival account. He told Reuters the rebels
battled the Kurdish YPG around al-Amarna and denied
any Turkish tanks took part. Turkish security forces sim-
ply said Turkish-backed forces had extended their con-
trol to five villages beyond Jarablus. A video released by
Turkey’s military showed the Turkish Red Crescent dis-
tributing food and aid to people in Jarablus, with the
help of Turkish troops. It also showed what appeared to
be Turkish-backed rebels flicking v-for-victory signs in
the town.

The newly formed Jarablus Military Council has said
it was made up of people from the area with the aim of
capturing the town and the surrounding region from
Islamic State militants.  However, the Turkish-backed
rebels seized Jarablus first.

Meanwhile, at least 15 civilians were killed in a barrel
bomb attack on a rebel-held district of Aleppo yester-

day, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitor
said. The Britain-based group said regime aircraft had
dropped two explosive-packed barrel bombs several
minutes apart on the Maadi district of eastern Aleppo.
The strikes hit “near a tent where people were receiving
condolences for those killed this week in the neighbor-
ing district of Bab al-Nayrab,” Observatory director Rami
Abdel Rahman said.

“There was a first barrel bomb and when people
gathered and the ambulances arrived, a second barrel
struck and there were more deaths,” an AFP reporter in
the rebel-held part of the city said. “One ambulance was
completely destroyed,” he added, citing the local civil
defense unit. The Observatory said dozens more were
injured in the two strikes and the death toll was expect-
ed to rise.

Yesterday’s deadly strikes come after 15 people,
among them 11 children, were killed in a barrel bomb
attack on Bab al-Nayrab on Thursday. The local Shabha
Press news agency said 23 people were killed in yester-
day’s attack, and published photos showing several of
the dead, including a man who appeared to have been
riding a motorbike at the time of the strike. Most of his
blood-soaked body lay on one side of the overturned
bike, but his severed leg lay on the other side. Syria’s
regime has been accused of regularly using barrel
bombs - crude, explosive devices - on rebel-held areas
that are home to civilians. — Agencies 

Turkish warplanes hit Kurdish militia...
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The judges said there was no such risk in the case
before the court concerning Villeneuve-Loubet, a resort
between Nice and Cannes. Police action to fine Muslim
women for wearing burkinis on beaches in several
towns, including in the tourist resorts of Nice and
Cannes, has triggered a fierce debate about women’s
rights and the French state’s strictly-guarded secular-
ism.

“From now on, it is up to everyone to take responsi-
bility for cooling off, which is the only way to avoid pub-
lic order disturbances and to try and live together,”
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said. But the ruling
provoked defiance from several Riviera resorts, which
pledged to continue imposing fines. In recent weeks,
around 30 French municipalities decided to ban access
to public beaches “by anyone not wearing proper attire,
which is respectful of good morality and the principle of
secularism and not respectful of the rules of hygiene
and bathing security”. 

Nice town hall said it would “continue to fine” women
wearing the burkini and the far-right mayor of Frejus,
David Rachline, insisted his ban was “still valid”, telling
AFP there was “no legal procedure” against his ruling.
Ange-Pierre Vivoni, Socialist mayor of the Corsican town
of Sisco, said his burkini ban, introduced this month fol-
lowing a confrontation between Moroccan bathers and
locals, would also remain “for the safety of property and
people in the town because I risked having deaths on
my hands”.

Amnesty International said Friday’s court decision

had “drawn an important line in the sand”.  “These bans
do nothing to increase public safety but do a lot to pro-
mote public humiliation,” said Amnesty’s Europe direc-
tor John Dalhuisen, who added it was time that the
French authorities “drop the pretense” that the ban was
about protecting women’s rights. The debate has split
both the left and the right, with former president
Nicolas Sarkozy calling for a nationwide ban on the
burkini,  while former premier Alain Juppe has
expressed opposition to “an exceptional law”.

The ruling Socialists are also divided, with Education
Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem and Health Minister
Marisol Touraine concerned over the “drift” in the local
orders, while Prime Minister Manuel Valls backed the
mayors. He stuck to his guns Friday evening, saying the
State Council’s ruling “does not end the debate which
has been opened”. “It is a fundamental debate, which
follows on from others,” he said, recalling that France
was the first country in Europe to ban the full veil in
public spaces in 2010. The headscarf was banned from
schools in 2004.

Anger over the issue was further inflamed this week
when photographs in the British media showed police
surrounding a woman in a headscarf on a beach in
Nice. The mayor’s office denied the woman had been
forced to remove clothing, telling AFP she was showing
police the swimsuit she was wearing under her top,
over a pair of leggings, when the picture was taken. In
its ruling, the State Council said: “The emotion and the
concerns arising from terrorist attacks, especially the
attack in Nice on July 14, are not sufficient to legally
justify a ban.” — AFP 

French resorts defiant as ban on burkinis...
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“Never seen a crowd get so panicked so fast, every-
one rushed to the other side of the train,” one rider, Ezra
Mechaber, wrote on Twitter. “Mass hysteria in a locked,
enclosed space is something else.”

Some people whipped out smartphones and began
recording. In one video posted online, the woman
yelled, “Why’d you have to hit me?” and “My crickets!” In
another, the woman is seen screaming uncontrollably

as riders tried to console her. The D train, which con-
nects the boroughs of the Bronx with Brooklyn via
Manhattan, was stopped on the bridge spanning the
East River. After it began moving again, police officers
met the train at the next station. No one was injured
and a New York Police Department spokeswoman said
on Friday that they took the woman to a hospital for
psychiatric observation. Police had received no com-
plaints about the episode being a prank, the spokes-
woman said. — Reuters 

NY train panic as insects let loose in prank 
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“If you’re going to work in this country serving the
population which is majority made up of American citi-
zens that speak English, you probably should learn how
to speak English,” said Tanya Crespo, who was visiting
Manhattan from Newport, North Carolina. Kathy Amato,
a tourist from Baltimore, said she wouldn’t ride in a taxi
with a driver who couldn’t speak her language. “They
should speak English because we’re in New York City,”
she said.

New York City’s taxi and for-hire drivers are already an
international bunch, hailing from 167 countries, accord-
ing to the Taxi and Limousine Commission, which cur-
rently offers its licensing tests in English, Spanish,
Bengali and Urdu. Hacks formerly went through one of
two licensing processes, depending on what class of car
they drove. One was for the yellow cabs that passengers
can hail on the street. Drivers of those vehicles, which
mostly operate in Manhattan and at the airports, had to
take an education course and an English proficiency test.

The other licensing process covered drivers of for-
hire cars, the dominant form of taxi in the “outer bor-
oughs” of Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens and Staten
Island. Those rides are dispatched by telephone, or, in
recent years, by mobile phone app. For those drivers, an
English test wasn’t required. Drivers for the different
types of cars not only took different types of tests, but
they also tended to come from different countries.

Among yellow cab drivers, 24 percent were born in
Bangladesh, 10 percent in Pakistan and 8 percent in
India, according to city statistics. English is widely spo-
ken as a second language in all three places, all formerly

part of the British Empire. But among the traditional for-
hire livery car drivers, 50 percent were born in the
Dominican Republic, where people speak Spanish.

Some foreign-born taxi drivers said taking, and pass-
ing, the English test was once a successful rite of pas-
sage. “You had to really learn to get it,” said Michael
Osei-Antwi, a driver originally from Ghana, who took
the English exam 17 years ago. “If somebody tells you
they are going to Gansevoort Hotel and you don’t know
English, how are you going to be able to get there?”
Back then, the city also required a geography test,
which has also been dropped in recent years. Cab driver
Kwaku Atuahene was glad to see the English test go. “A
guy might not be able to speak English but he is still a
good driver. He could take you where you want to go,”
he said. “There are a lot of ways to communicate.”

There’s now an education course that both yellow
cab and livery drivers will take. Taxi regulators said they
are working with other city departments to create an
English-language component for that course. New York
City Councilmember Ydanis Rodriguez, who sponsored
the legislation, said the driving jobs are “a step into the
middle class for many, and we should be removing bar-
riers to entry, rather than keeping them in place.”

In certain ethnic neighborhoods in New York City, he
pointed out, not speaking English isn’t a problem since
the drivers and those using their services all speak the
same language. Melquisedc Abreu, a 45-year-old livery
car and Uber driver born in the Dominican Republic,
agreed, saying it wouldn’t matter to most of his passen-
gers if he didn’t speak English. “They never talk to me,” he
said. “They just get in the car, I got the destination, drop
them off, thank you, have a good day, and that’s it.” —  AP 

English no longer must for NY cabbies
Continued from Page 1

Muslims have travelled to Makkah for the hajj since the
7th century, when God ordained it in the Holy Quran.

Last year an estimated 2,300 pilgrims - among them
464 Iranians and 182 Egyptians - died in a stampede at the
hajj, according to tallies from foreign officials. It was the
deadliest stampede in hajj history, and fuelled historic ten-
sions between Saudi Arabia and its regional rival Iran.
Saudi authorities have announced new security measures
for the hajj this year, including electronic bracelets and a
reduced period for the stoning ritual during which the
deaths took place.

Over the centuries, the ritual - seen as an elusive
moment of Muslim unity gathering all nationalities and
classes - has not been spared the vicissitudes of the
region. There was the time when the Qaramatians, a san-
guinary sect which controlled present-day Bahrain in the
10th century, descended on Makkah to put an end to
what they viewed as superstition. They slaughtered thou-
sands of pilgrims and made off with the sacred Black
Stone of the Kaaba, ransoming it to the Abbasid Caliphate
after having broken it in several pieces. In 1979, apocalyp-
tic jihadists took over the Grand Mosque in Makkah and
held pilgrims hostage, before special forces eventually

flushed them out.
Many pilgrims, especially the elderly, have died amid

the massive crowds while performing the rites. But many
Muslims still dream of going - even those who have
already made repeated pilgrimages, such as 93-year-old
Salem Ibrahim Rahmo. “I’m happy as can be,” said the
white-turbaned Rahmo as he waits outside Cairo airport
terminal. “To visit the Prophet (PBUH’s tomb and mosque
in Madinah), this is the greatest happiness. And to visit the
Kaaba. This is my third time,” he says.

His son, Rahmo Mohamed Ibrahim, believes “everyone”
would seize the chance to perform the hajj if allowed.
“Every person wishes to visit the houses of God and to
perform the pilgrimage and fulfill his obligation,” says
Ibrahim, 53. The rituals that date to the time of Abraham
(PBUH) - who built the original Kaaba as the first house of
worship - will begin on Sept 9 and last for six days.

Men will wear seamless white clothes, and women
modest Islamic garb, and circumambulate the Kaaba sev-
en times. They will walk between two neighboring hills
seven times, emulating Abraham’s wife Hajar as she
searched for water, then symbolically cast stones at the
devil. The cathartic ritual, which pilgrims believe cleanses
them of sin, is “spiritual bliss”, says Ibrahim. “There is noth-
ing better than this.” —  AFP 

Ecstatic Egyptian pilgrims start journey...
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Three more bodies were plucked from the town’s Hotel
Roma overnight and there are fears still more bodies will be
recovered. An elderly man from Arquata died in hospital,
taking the toll in that area to 50. Emergency services are
confident they have accounted for everyone in the smaller
outlying hamlets to the north of Amatrice - some of which
have been so badly damaged there are doubts as to
whether they will ever be inhabited again.

Many victims were from the Rome area, where former
inhabitants of the mountains have moved for work, return-
ing to family homes only at the height of summer. At least
16 foreigners died: 10 Romanians, three Britons and one
each from Canada, El Salvador and Spain. Sixteen
Romanians are unaccounted for, the foreign ministry in
Bucharest said yesterday. The government has pledged to

support immediate reconstruction.
But the clear-up operation needed first has been ham-

pered by powerful aftershocks - more than 1,300 since
Wednesday - which have closed winding mountain roads,
damaged key bridges and made life dangerous for exhaust-
ed emergency services. Renzi has declared a state of emer-
gency for the regions affected, releasing an initial tranche of
Ä50 million ($56 million) in emergency aid. The total rebuild-
ing operation is forecast to cost over a billion euros.

Another major commemoration service has been sched-
uled for Wednesday in Amatrice. Once that is over, the gov-
ernment and local authorities will face intense scrutiny over
why so many people died, just seven years after an earth-
quake in the nearby city of L’Aquila left more than 300 peo-
ple dead. That disaster, just 50 km to the south, underscored
the region’s vulnerability to seismic events - but prepara-
tions for a fresh quake have been partial at best.  —  AFP 

Italy weeps for earthquake dead

Children cool off in a fountain in Lille yesterday as parts of France experience a heat wave. — AFP 



By Bradley Klapper

A$400 million cash delivery to Iran
to repay a decades-old arbitration
claim may be unprecedented in

recent US history, according to legal
experts and diplomatic historians, raising
further questions about a payment timed
to help free four American prisoners in
Iran. The money was sent to Iran on Jan
17, the same day Iran agreed to release
the prisoners. The Obama administration
claimed for months the events were sep-
arate, but recently acknowledged the
cash was used as leverage until  the
Americans were allowed to leave Iran.
Only then, did the US allow a plane with
euros, Swiss francs and other foreign cur-
rency loaded on pallets to take off in the
other direction for Tehran.

“There’s actually not anything particu-
larly unusual about the mechanism for
this transaction,” White House press sec-
retary Josh Earnest said this week of the
initial cash payment. But diplomatic his-
torians and lawyers with expertise in
international arbitration struggled to find
any similar examples. Asked to recall a
similar payment of the US using cash or
hard money to settle an international dis-
pute, the office of the State Department
historian couldn’t provide an example.

The acknowledgement that the prison-
ers and the payment were linked, and the
unusual cash delivery, have fueled

Republican claims that a “ransom” was
paid. At a news conference this month,
President Barack Obama said cash was
used because the US and Iran don’t have
a banking relationship after years of US
sanctions on Iran, making a check or wire
transfer impossible. The $400 million was
the principal owed by the US on a 1970s
Iranian account for buying US military
equipment. After Iran’s 1979 overthrow of
the US-backed shah and the US Embassy
hostage crisis in Tehran, the weapons
were never delivered. Iran has wanted the
money back plus interest ever since.
Seven months ago, two sides put the mat-
ter to rest with a $1.7 billion settlement.

Alan Henrikson, diplomatic history
professor at the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy, Tufts University, found a
precedent by reaching back to the 1848
Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo that ended
the Mexican-American War. The accord
called for the United States to pay Mexico
$15 million, an amount worth about $482
million in today’s money, he said.  The
payment was determined “in considera-
tion of the extension acquired by the
boundaries of the United States,” vague
diplomatic wording designed to compen-
sate Mexico for a massive loss of territory
that included all of California and parts of
seven other states. At the same time, the
Americans avoided any acceptance of
national guilt.

The treaty stipulated that the US

immediately pay $3 million - or nearly
$100 million in 2016 dollars - in Mexico
City in the form of Mexico’s gold or silver
coin. The remainder had to be paid the
same way in $3 million installments each
year, with the debt subject to a fixed rate
of 6 percent annual interest. President
Ulysses S Grant would later declare it
“conscience money”. “Ambiguity is often
needed in diplomacy in order to achieve
agreement,” Henrikson said. “What is
important, in my view, is that both sides
to a negotiation clearly understand, even
if only tacitly, what is being agreed upon
when ambiguity is used. This is not all
that subtle, actually. It is life.”

Ambiguity 
The administration has been ambigu-

ous from the start about its settlement
seven months ago. Reports by the Wall
Street Journal have led to recent
acknowledgements about the $400 mil-
lion delivered in stacks of cash and the
connection to the American prisoners.
But officials sti l l  won’t say how Iran
received the $1.3 billion in interest. It was
done “in a fairly above-board way,” a sen-
ior administration official intimately
involved in the Iran negotiations said in a
conference call last week, saying only
that the interest payments involved an
unidentified, foreign central bank. The
official wasn’t authorized to be quoted by
name and demanded anonymity. The

State Department said Wednesday the
payments were made Jan 19, two days
after the cash delivery.

Other settlements with Iran and other
foreign claimants in recent decades bore
some similarities to this latest transac-
tion. But none seemed to involve plane-
loads of cash. In 1996, President Bill
Clinton reached a settlement with Iran
over the US Navy’s 1988 downing of an
Iran Air passenger plane that killed 290
people. The arrangement totaled $131.8
million but there was no cash delivery.
Instead, $61 million was deposited in a
Swiss bank account that was jointly held
by the New York Federal Reserve and the
Iranian Central Bank. The money was
reserved for the families of those killed,
not the Iranian government. The remain-
der of the settlement was mainly used to
cover Iranian debts to US claimants in
separate arbitration cases.

And in 1998, the US settled a dispute
with Pakistan after halting the delivery of
an F-16 aircraft purchase. The compensa-
tion was described as $325 million in
cash and $140 million in surplus agricul-
tural commodities, mainly wheat and soy,
but the precise mechanics of the pay-
ment were never spelled out. “There were
no sanctions regarding dollars or banks
in Pakistan, so it may have been that the
‘cash payment’ was a bank transfer,” said
Marcia Wiss, an international lawyer with
a private practice in Washington. — AP 
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Focus

Ghost migrants eke 

out life on Greek 

Macedonia border

By Vassilis Kyriakoulis

Inside the sleepy canteen of Idomeni, the Greek rail-
way post on the border with Macedonia, the ring of
a phone breaks the endless silence. Stratos, the

manager, jots down the order: Five portions of okra,
three of chicken, four salads, 10 bottles of water. There
is no address. The delivery is made out to the wooded
hills nearby - the home of a ghost community of
migrants. There, amid the oak trees and the rocks and
the hot dust, they bide their time in hiding, desperate
to cross into Macedonia illegally.

A few months ago, Idomeni was a sprawling tent
city of over 8,000 people sleeping in the muddy fields,
yearning to be allowed to travel to northern Europe in
search of safety and a better future. Most were Syrians,
Afghans and Iraqis fleeing civil war, religious persecu-
tion and poverty. They had already made a perilous
journey across the Aegean, where hundreds drowned
last year, only to be stuck at the border in February
when Macedonia and other countries further north
barred them entry.

Shadow Delivery 
“We get calls and we take the food to four or five

specific locations, not always the same area,” says
Stratos, who is happy for the extra income as he has
few other customers. He speaks no English or Arabic,
but the calls come from a migrant who spent years in
Greece and handles the language well. “Everything is
in order, we even give out receipts. Only, sometimes
the refugees don’t show up, fearing arrest by the
police,” Stratos adds.

Greek police cleared Idomeni in May and still patrol
the hills for stragglers. But when the camp was dis-
mantled, thousands of the refugees and migrants had
already moved out to avoid being taken to organized
facilities. Many prefer to roam the countryside, where
they believe it is easier to come into contact with
smuggler groups and purchase passage through
unguarded border paths. Local shepherds say they
frequently stumble onto groups of people hiding in
the woods, or their food leftovers. “They don’t walk on
the roads but hide in the trees and bushes,” said a 70-
year-old shepherd from the nearby village of Chamilo.

Trail of Leftovers 
Signs of the migrants’ passage are easy to find

among the trees: Discarded sleeping bags, clothes,
empty water bottles and diapers. In June, Macedonia
President Gjorge Ivanov said smugglers had poked
hundreds of holes in his country’s 50-km razor fence
on the border. Dozens of people are caught sneaking
every day and returned to Greece, a Macedonian army
officer told AFP.  “The number of illegal migrants that
have been trying to cross illegally into Macedonia
from Greece is 30 to 50 (on a daily basis),” he said. 

The figures roughly concur with those given by
Greek police. “Every day we intercept 50 to 200 people
trying to reach the border,” says Ilias Bolos, head of
police for the surrounding region of Kilkis. “We turn
them back, and they return,” he adds. A year ago, the
migratory wave from the Balkans to Europe was at its
peak. Each day, thousands would cross Greece’s fron-
tier on the trail leading to Germany and Sweden,
deemed the start of a new life free from oppression or
poverty.

That mighty human flow is now a relative trickle,
due to fences and controls within EU borders, and a
deal with Turkey that has largely curtailed the arrivals
of would-be asylum-seekers from Syria. Those who
linger on Greece’s frontier are holdouts or stragglers -
but they no longer dominate the headlines, and their
desperation does not seem to wane. Last week, Greek
police arrested two truck drivers from Bulgaria who
had 13 Afghans on board their vehicles, including nine
children.

They told police that six of the Afghans were head-
ing for Serbia, where they intended to pay Ä1,000
($1,130) each upon arrival. The rest wanted to go to
Idomeni. Others try to enter Macedonia by hiding
beneath freight trains that pass from Idomeni - risking
a grisly death on the tracks. “One day we found an
Afghan family on a makeshift wooden platform lashed
beneath a train wagon,” said an Idomeni railway
employee. “The children were fastened on their par-
ents’ bodies with ropes. It was shocking.” — AFP 

Little precedent for $400m cash payment to Iran

By Dr James J Zogby 

During the past year, I’ve had the
pleasure of receiving visits from
Ayman Odeh, Ahmad Tibi, and

most recently Basel Ghattas - as they
passed through Washington. All  are
Palestinian citizens of Israel. And all are
Members of the Israeli Knesset, part of
the Joint Arab List that won a record 13
seats in the last Israeli election. It was a
delight to sit with them and learn from
them not only about the difficulties they
face, but the progress they have made.  

I  have written about how I  f irst
became attached to the Arab community
in Israel. It was the insightful Palestinian
novelist, Ghassan Kanafani who caused
me to divert my doctoral dissertation
research from the Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon to the Palestinian Arabs who
remained in their homes after Israel was
created in 1948. He gave me two rea-
sons. While much had already been writ-
ten about the refugees, there was an
absence of good literature about the
Palestinians “inside” and, he said, they are
the most promising component group of
the Palestinian people since they have
been forged like steel in the hearth of
Israel. Facing enormous difficulties, they
have developed a uniquely progressive
identity and, he believed, the day would
come when they would be in a position
to provide real visionary leadership for
the entire Palestinian people.  

My meetings with Odeh, Tibi, and
Ghattas have given me the sense that
Ghassan may have been right. These are
remarkable individuals, part of a larger
movement that has faced down the
increasingly repressive, ultra-nationalist
Israeli government while defending their

rights and securing their political role.
For the first three decades, the Arabs

in Israel couldn’t form political parties or
join unions (these were reserved for
Zionists or Jews). They lived under a dra-
conian and discriminatory legal system.
They lost their lands to widespread con-
fiscation. The Israeli educational system
forced them to study Hebrew and Jewish
history instead of their own language
and history. And those who resisted,
were imprisoned or forcibly expelled
from the country.

Like other civil rights movements,
these Palestinian citizens of Israel used
every available opening to win their
rights, facing down arrests, expulsions,
and lethal violence. While tremendous
problems remain, Palestinian citizens in
Israel now form political parties, join
unions, and teach their language and
history. They still face systemic racism in
housing, employment, education, alloca-
tion of the state’s budget, and many oth-
er areas - and yet they have built and
sustained a fighting force that continues
to press their demands for justice and
equality.  

Unity 
In creating their  Joint List ,  the

Palestinian citizens of Israel have forged
a remarkable national unity bringing
together diverse polit ical  currents:
nationalists, traditionalists, and progres-
sives - Muslims and Christians, alike.
Netanyahu’s far-right governing coalition
has stepped up its assault on the Arab
community in an effort to divide them
and break their resolve. Israel has created
a fake new identity for Christians - in an
effort to divide the Arabs on the basis of
religion. They have charged some Arab

Knesset Members with “incitement” for
advocating on behalf of their Palestinian
brethren living under the suffocating
economic embargo imposed on Gaza.
Israel has passed laws prohibiting Arabs
and progressive Jews from supporting
the non-violent boycott movement
protesting Israel’s settlement policy and
making it more difficult for them to
receive grants from the EU to promote
democracy and human rights. None of
these repressive measures have broken
their resolve or unity.

In addition to my earlier studies, I
have,  in recent years,  polled the
Palestinian Arab citizens in Israel, as well
as the Palestinians living under occupa-
tion and those in exile. Of all of the com-
ponent parts of the Palestinian people,
the Arabs in Israel are the most forward
looking and the most committed to
achieving justice for the entire
Palestinian people.  And as I  have
watched Odeh, Tibi ,  and Ghattas in
action, I have been impressed by their
political savvy. Unlike the divided and
visionless leadership of the Palestinian
Authority and Hamas, the members of
the Joint list have vision, a sound politi-
cal sense of tactics and strategy, and a
demonstrated ability to connect with the
people they serve. 

While it is correct to acknowledge
that Israel has done everything it could
to weaken, punish, discredit, divide, and
tie-in-knots the Palestinian leadership
under occupation, the Israelis have been
no less harsh in the treatment meted out
to their own Palestinian citizenry. In this
context, it is significant to note that
while the efforts of several Arab states
have failed, it is fallen on the shoulders
of the High Follow-Up Committee for

Arab Citizens of Israel (the collective
leadership of the Arab community in
Israel) to launch an initiative to bring
about reconcil iation between the
Palestinian factions of Fateh and Hamas.

Reality 
I have just finished reading a com-

pelling Haaretz article “Stop with the
Nonsense that Palestinians Are a
Minority In Israel”. The writer Gideon
Levy argues that since Israel has refused
to separate from the occupied territories
and continues to entrench its settler
colonies deeper into the heart of the
West Bank and the Arab areas of what
they call “Greater Jerusalem”, the “era of
the two state solution [is drawing] to a
close” and has been replaced by a de fac-
to “bi-national state” in which the num-
bers of Jews and Arabs are roughly
equal. In this new reality, Arabs are not a
minority, they are half of the population.  

If this is to remain the case, and I see
no evidence that the Netanyahu govern-
ment will change direction or that any
outside power will compel them to do
so, then the Palestinian struggle will
inevitably be transformed from one
demanding independence into a move-
ment demanding equal rights. This will
merely be an extension of the fight that
the “inside” Palestinians have been wag-
ing for seven decades. If this is to be the
case, we may well see the day when the
Palestinian citizens of Israel will emerge,
as Kanafani predicted, as the new leader-
ship of a unified Palestinian community
fighting for justice and equality.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President
of Arab American Institute

The emerging new Palestinian reality

Washington Watch
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MILAN: A muscle problem has forced Inter Milan defender Yuto Nagatomo out of their
first home Serie A fixture of the season against Palermo, the Italian giants announced
yesterday. “Yuto Nagatomo didn’t train with the squad after scans revealed a muscle

problem in his right leg,” a brief statement posted on Twitter by Inter said.
Inter’s maiden home game of the new season on Sunday will also

be coach Frank De Boer’s first stint on the San Siro touchlines
after he replaced the sacked Roberto Mancini earlier this
month. Former Barcelona and Netherlands star De Boer will
be under pressure to convince fans after Inter suffered a 2-0

opening defeat away to Chievo last weekend, when former
AC Milan winger Valter Birsa hit a brace. Nagatomo is expect-
ed to undergo further tests next week which will determine

the extent of his knock, although De Boer will be hoping to
have the pacy Japanese back in time for the opening fixture

of their Europa League campaign at home to Hapoel
Beer-Sheva on September 15. In Saturday’s Serie

A games Lazio host champions Juventus, while
last season’s runners-up Napoli host AC

Milan. —AFP

Nagatomo out of 

Palermo match

MILAN: Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Marco Verratti believes Italy outcast and former Serie A bad boy
Mario Balotelli can fight his way back into the national squad, if he changes his mental approach.
Controversial striker Balotelli has not played for Italy since their first-round exit from the 2014 World Cup
and is facing an uncertain future after being told to leave Liverpool
by Reds’ boss Jurgen Klopp. But PSG and Italy star Verratti
believes 26-year-old Balotelli, who has recently been linked
with a move to Serie A side Palermo as well as Ligue 1 side
Nice, still has time to turn his career around. “He’s one of the
greatest strikers I’ve ever played with. He’s physically strong
and in front of goal he rarely misses,” Verratti said in com-
ments reported by Mediaset Premium. “His problem is
his head. I hope the chance comes for him to turn things
around. He’s a great guy. In football you can’t afford to
think on an individual level, you have to think of the collec-
tive. “He’s still young, he has plenty of time to change.”
Verratti is set to play for Italy in a friendly against France next
week in what will be his first Azzurri outing since their qual-
ifying campaign for Euro 2016. Verratti, 23, missed the
tournament itself after being forced to undergo a
hernia operation in May. —AFP

HONG KONG:  China’s Fu Yuanhui, the Olympic swimmer who won
legions of fans in Rio for her joyful over-enthusiasm, said yesterday
that Chinese people and Hong Kongers were “one family” as fears
grow about Beijing’s increasing influence in the semi-autonomous
city. Fu is part of a 64-strong delegation of Chinese athletes that
arrived in Hong Kong yesterday for a three-day tour, with thou-
sands of tickets to sports events snapped up by residents ahead of
their arrival. “I have always felt that we are one family, we are broth-
ers and sisters,” Fu, 20, said at a press conference when asked about
her reception in Hong Kong. The swimming star said she had many
fans in the city and had been looking forward to the visit. Fu had
won praise online for speaking frankly about having her period
while competing in Rio-long a taboo subject for female athletes-
while her goofy and charming pool-side antics have also turned
her into a viral sensation.  Despite winning bronze rather than gold,
Fu has shot to popularity for her likeable manner. “I utilised my pre-
historical powers,” she said in one interview after coming third in
the women’s 100 metre backstroke. “I like Hong Kong, and always
wanted to come. But I didn’t get a chance to because I was always
busy training,” she said. —AFP

Olympian calls China,

Hong Kong ‘one family’

Balotelli still 

has time to change

NEW YORK: Wilmer Flores launched a grand
slam, Asdrubal Cabrera homered from both
sides of the plate and even Bartolo Colon
had two helpful hits while pitching the New
York Mets to a 9-4 victor y over the
Philadelphia Phillies on Friday night. Jose
Reyes and Cabrera opened the Mets’ half of
the first inning with consecutive home runs,
only the second time the franchise has
accomplished the feat. Trying to make a sig-
nificant move in the crowded NL wild-card
race, New York (65-63) opened a 10-game
homestand by winning for the fifth time in
its past six. The 43-year-old Colon (12-7) car-
ried a two-hitter into the eighth inning. He
also lashed two sharp hits that delighted the
crowd, a leadoff double in the fifth and a
line-drive single in the sixth. The pudgy
pitcher scored both times, first ahead of
Flores’ third career slam and then in front of
Cabrera’s second homer of the night. The
switch-hitting shortstop became the first
Mets player to go deep from both sides in
one game since Carlos Beltran at Colorado
on May 12, 2011. Phillies left-hander Adam
Morgan (1-8) took the loss.

INDIANS 12, RANGERS 1
Corey Kluber pitched six strong innings

for a career-best sixth straight victory and
Abraham Almonte hit two run-scoring dou-
bles,  helping Cleveland rout Texas in a
matchup of division leaders. The Indians (73-
54) snapped a three-game losing streak,
which had tied a season high, and pulled
within a game of the Rangers (75-54) for the
best record in the American League a night
after losing 9-0 to Texas ace Cole Hamels.
Adrian Beltre hit a solo homer in the sixth for
the AL West-leading Rangers, but Kluber (14-
8) struck out the other three hitters in the
right-hander’s final inning to finish with sev-
en strikeouts. The 2014 AL Cy Young winner
has a 1.75 ERA over the nine starts covering
the winning streak. Martin Perez (8-10) was
the loser.

TIGERS 4, ANGELS 2
Justin Verlander pitched into the eighth

inning and Justin Upton homered for the
fourth time in five games to lead Detroit past
Los Angeles.  The Tigers have won f ive
straight to move back into contention in the
AL Central and wild-card races. Upton was
hitt ing .226 when Tigers manager Brad
Ausmus held him out of the starting lineup
for three days last week. Since returning
Saturday, he’s batting .417 with seven extra-
base hits  and 11 RBIs.  Verlander (14-7)
allowed two runs and four hits in 7 2/3
innings. He walked one and struck out eight
in his ninth straight quality start. Francisco
Rodriguez got the last four outs for his 36th
save. Ricky Nolasco (4-12) was the loser.

MARINERS 3, WHITE SOX 1
Chris Sale struck out 14 but got out-

pitched by Felix Hernandez and the Seattle
bullpen, and the Mariners beat Chicago to
end a three-game skid. Hernandez (9-4)
improved to 5-0 in eight starts since return-
ing from the disabled list, throwing 7 1/3
innings of one-run ball. Sale (15-7) gave up

five hits and walked none in his fifth com-
plete game of the season. He retired the final
16 batters, striking out 10 of them. Sale
struck out six straight in the sixth and sev-
enth innings, one shy of Joe Cowley’s team
record. Franklin Gutierrez hit a solo home
run and Adam Lind added an RBI double off
Sale. Todd Frazier’s 32nd home run in the
seventh was one of eight hits off Hernandez. 

NATIONALS 8, ROCKIES 5
Jayson Werth and Daniel Murphy hit solo

homers and drove in two runs each, and Gio
Gonzalez earned his 100th career victory in
Washington’s win over Colorado. Gonzalez (9-
9) threw six innings and allowed two runs and
four hits with one walk and five strikeouts.
Nick Hundley hit a three-run homer for the
Rockies. While Gonzalez hit the century mark,
Rockies rookie Jeff Hoffman (0-2), remains in
search of his first major league win. Hoffman
allowed a homer to the second batter he
faced when Werth went deep for the second
time in twos many days and the 18th time this
season. Murphy gave the Nationals a 4-2 lead
in the fifth with his team-leading 25th homer.
The solo blast gave the Nationals second
baseman 500 career RBIs.

ASTROS 5, RAYS 4
Carlos Correa and Evan Gattis hit back-to-

back homers in the ninth inning to l i f t
Houston past Tampa Bay. Mikie Mahtook’s
first homer this season, a towering shot with
two outs in the ninth inning, had put the
Rays on top before Houston’s  dramatic
comeback. Correa connected on the first
pitch in the ninth inning from Alex Colome
(1-4) on a home run to the seats in right field
to tie it 4-4. Gattis then fought through eight
pitches before sending the ninth to right
field for his 21st homer that gave Houston
the win. Ken Giles (2-3) was the winner. Jake
Marisnick homered in the second for
Houston.

ROYALS 6, RED SOX 3
Eric Hosmer and Alex Gordon homered,

and Ian Kennedy allowed one run through
five innings and Kansas City beat Boston.
Kansas City has won 11 of its last 12 games
and is 18-6 in August. Kennedy (9-9) had a
chance set a club record by allowing one or
fewer runs in six straight  outings of at least
six innings. But he left with a runner on after
5 1/3 innings and wound up charged for two
earned runs in the game. He finished with
nine strikeouts. Kelvin Herrera earned his
10th save. Lorenzo Cain added a solo homer
in the eighth inning. Steven Wright (13-6)
took the loss.

CARDINALS 3, ATHLETICS 1
Jedd Gyorko homered and Luke Weaver

pitched six strong innings to earn his first
major league win as St. Louis beat Oakland.
Gyorko’s 423-foot shot in the first extended
the Cardinals’ home run streak to 15 games,
the longest active streak in the majors, and
made it 2-0 after just two batters. Weaver (1-
1) gave up one run and four hits in a career-
high six innings in his home debut for the
Cardinals. Five of his seven strikeouts were
looking. Yonder Alonso’s solo homer in the
second inning was the A’s only run. Seung
Hwan Oh got the last three outs for his 13th
save helping the Cardinals get their first
interleague win at home in eight tries this
season. Ross Detwiler (1-3) took the loss.

YANKEES 14, ORIOLES 4
Rookie Gary Sanchez homered for the

eighth time in nine games and drove in four
runs to help New York beat Baltimore. Mark
Teixeira and Chase Headley also went deep
for the surging Yankees, who moved five
games over .500 for the first time this season.
Sanchez, who had three hits, had a two-out
single in the bottom of the first. Teixeira fol-
lowed with a towering shot into the right-

field bleachers off Yovani Gallardo to give
New York a 2-1 lead. The Yankees broke the
game open against Gallardo (4-6) with a six-
run second. The right-hander was charged
with eight runs over 1 1/3 innings, the short-
est start of his 10-year career. Luis Cessa (4-0)
gave up three runs and five hits over six
innings in his  second big-league star t .
Manny Machado homered twice for the
Orioles, giving him 31 for the season.

BLUE JAYS 15, TWINS 8
Russell Martin and Justin Smoak each

homered and drove in five runs and Toronto
handed Minnesota its eighth straight loss.
Josh Donaldson and Darwin Barney also
homered. Francisco Liriano had his first win
with Toronto to help the Blue Jays take a
one-game lead in the AL East. Trevor Plouffe
hit a solo homer for the last-place Twins.
Smoak connected off Pat Dean (1-4) in the
second inning and Donaldson followed three
batters later with his 30th. Barney homered
off Andrew Albers to begin a four-run sixth
for the Blue Jays.  Martin capped the inning
with a three-run double off Pat Light.

PIRATES 5, BREWERS 3
Jordy Mercer ’s first career grand slam

capped a five-run sixth inning that started
with two errors by Milwaukee third baseman
Jonathan Villar, and Pittsburgh held off the
Brewers. Villar bobbled a bouncer by Andrew
McCutchen to open the sixth, then threw
wildly to second after making a diving stab
on Gregory Polanco’s hard shot. Starling
Marte followed with an RBI double off starter
Matt Garza (4-6) to break a scoreless tie.
Three batters later, Mercer cleared the bases
with his homer to left-center. The Brewers
rallied in the bottom of the sixth behind a
three -run shot from rook ie shor tstop
Orlando Arcia, his first in the big leagues.
Pittsburgh’s problematic bullpen barely held
on from there to back star ter  Ryan
Vogelsong (3-3). Domingo Santana popped
out to end the game with the potential tying
run at second. Tony Watson escaped the jam
for his ninth save.

GIANTS 7, BRAVES 0
Jeff Samardzija and two relievers com-

bined on a seven-hitter for San Francisco.
Angel Pagan homered while Brandon Belt,
Denard Span and Buster Posey added two
hits apiece for the Giants. San Francisco
scored six runs on two-out hits and benefit-
ed from three Atlanta errors. Samardzija (11-
9) had an uneven outing and had to pitch
out of two early jams to win for only the
fourth time since May 30. Samardzija allowed

seven hits, walked three and struck out six.
He also doubled and scored in the fourth.
Freddie Freeman had two hits for Atlanta.
San Francisco had four consecutive two-out
hits off starter Joel De La Cruz (0-7) in the
first inning following a throwing error by
Atlanta shortstop Dansby Swanson. 

DIAMONDBACKS 4, REDS 3, 11 innings
Arizona’s Brandon Drury scored the win-

ning run on a wild pitch with two outs in the
11th inning. After the Diamondbacks gave
up a 2-1 lead in the ninth and then rallied to
tie it in the 10th, a wild pitch by Blake Wood
ended the game. Drury doubled with one
out off  Wood (5-3)  and took third on a
groundout. A walk brought up Jean Segura,
and Wood’s first pitch bounced in front of
home plate and went all the way to the back-
stop. Drury slid home head-first for Arizona’s
second extra-inning win in three nights.
Edwin Escobar (1-2) got the victory with a
scoreless inning.

CUBS 6, DODGERS 4, 10 innings
Kris Bryant hit a tiebreaking two-run

homer in the 10th inning to go with an earli-
er solo shot to lift Chicago in the series open-
er between NL division leaders. Bryant’s 35th
homer capped a comeback from an earlier
two-run deficit and extended the Cubs’ win-
ning streak to four games. Chicago improved
to 19-4 in August while earning its major
league-leading 82nd victory. Travis Wood (4-
0) got the victory with one inning of relief.
Aroldis Chapman struck out two in the 10th
to earn his 10th save. Adam Liberatore (2-1)
took the loss, allowing two runs and four hits
in one inning.

MARLINS 7, PADRES 6
Chris Johnson’s run-scoring ground-rule

double with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth gave Miami a 7-6 win over San Diego.
The Marlins scored three runs in the eighth
to tie it before Johnson gave the Marlins
their  third walk- off  win of  the season.
Johnson hit a deep fly ball to right-center
field that took one bounce before landing in
the Marlins’ bullpen. Center fielder Travis
Jankowski converged on the ball, but was
unable to make the catch. Martin Prado,
Christian Yelich, and Marcell Ozuna each
drove in two runs for  the Marl ins.  Luis
SardiÒas homered and drove in four runs
and Ryan Schimpf also homered for the
Padres. Fernando Rodney (2-3) pitched an
inning in relief to pick up the win. Brandon
Maurer (0-4) blew the save in the eighth and
lost it in the ninth, allowing four hits and one
run in one inning. —AP

Flores, Cabrera, Colon lead 

Mets to 9-4 win over Phillies

NEW YORK: Cameron Rupp #29 of the Philadelphia Phillies flips over and holds onto the ball after a collision at the plate during the sixth inning against the New York
Mets at Citi Field on Friday in the Flushing neighborhood of the Queens borough of New York City. —AFP

American League
Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB      
Toronto 72 56 .563 -       
Boston 71 57 .555 1       
Baltimore 70 58 .547 2       
NY Yankees 66 61 .520 5.5   
Tampa Bay 54 73 .425 17.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 73 54 .575 -       
Detroit 69 59 .539 4.5   
Kansas City 67 61 .523 6.5   
Chicago White Sox 61 66 .480 12      
Minnesota 49 79 .383 24.5  

Western Division
Texas 75 54 .581 -       
Seattle 68 60 .531 6.5   
Houston 67 61 .523 7.5   
Oakland 55 73 .430 19.5  
LA Angels 54 74 .422 20.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 75 53 .586 -       
Miami 67 61 .523 8       
NY Mets 65 63 .508 10      
Philadelphia 59 69 .461 16      
Atlanta 47 82 .364 28.5  

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 82 45 .646 -       
St. Louis 68 59 .535 14      
Pittsburgh 65 61 .516 16.5  
Milwaukee 56 72 .438 26.5  
Cincinnati 54 73 .425 28      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 71 57 .555 -       
San Francisco 70 58 .547 1       
Colorado 60 68 .469 11      
Arizona 54 75 .419 17.5  
San Diego 53 75 .414 18      

MLB results/standings

NY Yankees 14, Baltimore 4; Washington 8, Colorado 5; Toronto 15, Minnesota 8; Detroit 4, LA
Angels 2; Kansas City 6, Boston 3; NY Mets 9, Philadelphia 4; Miami 7, San Diego 6; Cleveland
12, Texas 1; Pittsburgh 5, Milwaukee 3; Seattle 3, Chicago White Sox 1; Houston 5, Tampa Bay
4; St. Louis 3, Oakland 1; Arizona 4, Cincinnati 3 (11 innings); Chicago Cubs 6, LA Dodgers 4
(10 innings); San Francisco 7, Atlanta 0.
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LOS ANGELES: A triumphant Olympics for the US
team - especially all those golden female athletes -
has come with some nasty aftershocks, raising more
potential questions about gender inequality.

Let’s start with Hope Solo, who was suspended
for six months and effectively kicked off the nation-
al women’s soccer team for some sore-loser com-
ments in the wake of an excruciating defeat.

Still to come, presumably: Ryan Lochte, a 12-
time Olympic medalist who awaits his fate for mak-
ing up a fanciful tale about an armed holdup dur-
ing a night of drunken revelry not long after the
swimming competition ended. If Lochte’s punish-
ment from USA Swimming or the U.S. Olympic
Committee for a much-worse  transgression isn’t at
least as harsh as the one Solo received, it would
logically seem to follow that the old boys club has
won out again.

Or does it?
Since the two cases are hardly apples to apples,

let’s use them more as a jumping-off point for a seri-
ous discussion about sexism in sports. The timing
couldn’t be better, coming on the heels of female
athletes claiming 61 of the 121 U.S. medals in Rio -
including 27 of 46 golds.

“These kinds of cases are really important,” said
Ellen Staurowsky, a professor of sports manage-
ment at Drexel University, who plans to talk about

both Solo and Lochte in her upcoming classes.
“Working with future leaders who are going to
move into the industry, they need to be contem-
plating what the moral issues are and they need to
be developing a sense of their own moral compass.”

Solo’s punishment likely ends her long tenure
with the national team. After a shootout loss to
Sweden and no medal for the mighty American
women’s team, the goalkeeper lashed out at the
winners, calling them “a bunch of cowards” for their
defensive style of play.

It was a silly, ridiculous statement, of course, but
many male athletes have said far more outrageous
things while feeling the sting of defeat. Further
complicating matters, this was not a one-off for
Solo, who’s had plenty of run-ins with teammates
and coaches over the years, not to mention a still-
pending domestic assault case and a monthlong
suspension last year for being in a team van when
her husband was arrested on drunken-driving
charges.

Which brings us to Lochte, the new poster child
for white male entitlement and ugly American
behavior. After getting hammered with three of his
teammates, there was an ill-fated stop at a gas sta-
tion to relieve themselves. What happened next
remains a point of contention, but no one can deny
that Lochte initially concocted a version of events
totally out of touch with reality: robbers posing as

police, he said, pulled over the swimmers’ taxi,
pointed a gun right at brave Ryan’s head, and
robbed him of his wallet and money.

Actually, Lochte and his teammates sparked the
whole affair by urinating outside the station,  fol-
lowed by Lochte, according to two of his team-
mates, ripping down a sign like some out-of-control
frat boy. Armed security guards confronted the
swimmers and made them pay for the damage,
which Brazilian authorities say - and the Americans
deny - also included the trashing of a locked rest-
room. In addition, there are differing accounts of
whether the guards pointed guns at the swimmers,
which would seem far out of line with the offense.

No matter. It was Lochte’s lies that turned this
into an international incident, and prompted both
USA Swimming and the USOC to say they’re consid-
ering possible sanctions. He already was dropped
by four major sponsors, though he has since been
picked up by another company and reportedly
landed a gig on “Dancing With The Stars.” (Solo
already did a stint on the show, it should be noted.)

Amy Randel, a professor in the sports business
program at San Diego State University, said Friday
that Solo’s previous misconduct skews a direct com-
parison with Lochte, whose only known misstep
before Rio was that horrific, short-lived reality TV
show, “What Would Ryan Lochte Do?”

“There is research that shows that women who

violate stereotyped behavioral norms face negative
consequences for that behavior, while men are giv-
en a wider berth for their behaviors,” Randel wrote
in an email. “But it is difficult to use that lens to
interpret these two cases since there is more
involved here than just these athletes’ behavior at
the 2016 Olympics.”

Even so, these cases are at least a worthy conduit
to keep us all firmly focused on gender equality, a
debate I found myself in the midst of at these
Olympics. A newspaper headline over one of my
swimming stories created a bit of a kerfuffle on
social media, drawing criticism from those who said
it was yet another example of how the accomplish-
ments of female athletes always take a backseat to
their male counterparts.

Two weeks later, I still think Michael Phelps set-
tling for a silver medal deserved top billing over
Katie Ledecky winning gold in world-record time -
he is, after all, a 23-time gold medalist - but I can
now understand why so many folks took it person-
ally (even when I pointed out that AP didn’t write
the headline, and did write an entirely separate sto-
ry focusing on Ledecky’s amazing Olympic perform-
ance). This issue is far more important than two
imperfect athletes or social media trolls.

It’s about ensuring the fair treatment of all those
marvelous female athletes. After wowing us in Rio,
they deserve nothing less. —AP

Solo, Lochte and a look at gender equality after Rio

NAIROBI: Kenya’s Sports minister Hassan Wario gives a press conference on
Friday, at his office in Nairobi. Kenya’s runners impressed at the Rio
Olympics, but to the country’s shame its officials were equally distinguished
when it came to corruption. —AFP

WELLINGTON: A rampant New
Zealand inflicted further pain on a
fired-up Australia with a 29-9 victory
to claim the Bledisloe Cup in
Wellington yesterday.  The Wallabies
stayed in touch in the first half, with
the All Blacks only 15-9, but were
kept scoreless in the second half as
the All Blacks added a further 14
points in the second-round Rugby
Championship clash.

After thrashing the Wallabies 42-
8 in Sydney a week ago, this victory
enabled the All Blacks to lock the
Bledisloe Cup away for another year,
making the third Test in October a
dead rubber. 

The cup is billed as the symbol of
trans-Tasman rivalry, but it has been
all one-way traffic since 2002, when
it was last held by Australia. In two

Tests this month the world champi-
on All Blacks have scored 10 tries
and conceded one.

But, unlike the first Test, when
the All Blacks were in command
from the start, they did not have it
all their own way for the first 46 min-
utes of the niggly rematch.

“Perhaps we let it get to us a bit
too much in that first half. there was
a bit of niggle and that’s what you
expect in a high-pressure game,”
captain Kieran Read said.

Coach Steve Hansen said he was
not surprised by the Australian’s atti-
tude and he believed it would only
help the All Blacks rebuilding after
last year’s World Cup.

“It’s the type of game that will
make this team grow even better,
the experience, they’ve been

through it now and know what it
feels like.”

Wallabies coach Michael Cheika
said his side had problems with
French referee Roman Poite, and he
saw an improvement from last
week.

“From an intent point of view,
putting their bodies on the line for
the match, the contest, I was more
pleased with the performance in
that regard and that’s something
we’ve got to build on,” he said.

“We can’t wait until we’re down
on one knee to bring it.” Israel Dagg
scored two tries for the All Blacks
with Julian Savea and Sam Cane also
dotting down while Beauden Barrett
landed three conversions and a
penalty.

The Wallabies points came from

two Bernard Foley penalties and one
by Reece Hodge. For most of the
game, the sublime flavour from a
week ago was replaced by a scrap-
py, sour performance as the
Wallabies, as expected, began with
considerable intent.

Amid the feisty start they
claimed two turnovers in the first
four minutes, but for all their
endeavour and vastly improved line
speed they made little headway.
Instead, their improvement on
attack gave way to a struggling set
piece, losing their own ball at crucial
times, and their defence also let
them down. 

Aaron Smith and Beauden
Barrett took turns at carving
through the defensive wall to set up
Dagg for the All Blacks’ two first half
tries.

Their path forward was made
easier by a one-man advantage as a
result of the Wallabies’ decision to
keep fly-half Quade Cooper away
from the frontline. 

Australia relied on the three first
half penalties, with Hodge-who
came on for his Test debut when
Ashley Adam-Cooper left the field
with concussion-landing a booming
55-metre effort. 

There was considerable niggle in
the first half which only settled
down just before half-time when
referee Roman Poite tired of issuing
warnings and set Wallabies lock
Adam Coleman to the sin-bin for a
late charge on Ben Smith. 

Dagg, who relished the move to
the right wing, set up the first try in
the second half when he beat
Quade Cooper in the air for the All
Blacks to swing the ball to the other
side of the field, where Savea scored
in the corner.

Cane bagged the All Blacks
fourth try after Ben Smith sliced
through the Wallabies backs with 19
minutes remaining. Although the All
Blacks did not score again they
spent most of the time camped in
Wallabies territory and missed three
possible tries through handing
errors. —AFP

Dagg double as All Blacks 
whip feisty Wallabies

WELLINGTON: All Blacks halfback Aaron Smith, right, sidesteps Australia’s Ben McCalman
during the Rugby Championship test played at Westpac Stadium in Wellington, New Zealand,
yesterday. —AP

NAIROBI: Three top Kenyan Olympics officials
have been arrested as investigators probe alle-
gations of mismanagement and corruption at
the Rio Games, police sources said.  Francis Paul,
secretary-general of the National Olympic
Committee of Kenya (NOCK), was arrested on
Friday, one of the police sources said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

His deputy James Chicha and Stephen Ara
Sou, who headed the Kenyan delegation to Rio,
were both arrested at Nairobi airport on their
return from the Brazil Games, he added.

The latest allegations come on the heals of a
major drugs scandal that has dogged Kenyan
athletics for years and resulted in dozens of
competitors receiving lengthy bans.

The arrests of the three officials are “part of
the investigation into the Rio scandal, and the
poor management of the team for the entirety
of the Games,” the police source said.

The three, held at a police station in north-
eastern Nairobi, are due to be charged on
Monday for mismanagement and alleged
theft of official sports gear, another police
source said.

The Kenyan government on August 18
ordered a probe into the charges, notably the
alleged theft of sports uniforms destined for the
athletes and the presence in the Kenyan dele-
gation of officials who had no function related
to the Games. 

The latest allegations of mismanagement
and corruption had a direct impact on the
Kenyan athletes at the Rio games-who
nonetheless clocked up their best Olympics yet
with 13 medals (including six golds) putting
them in 15th place overall, the best by an
African nation by far.  When javelin thrower
Julius Yego, the world champion, turned up at
Nairobi airport to head to the Games, he found

out he was not even booked on a flight to Rio.
He ended up winning a silver medal at the
Games despite his travel hardships.

Kenya’s Sports Minister Hassan Wario on
Thursday announced the disbanding of the
Kenyan Olympic committee after the allega-
tions surfaced.  But secretary-general Paul, who
is now in custody, said that Wario did not have
the legal competence to disband the NOCK,
which is overseen by the International Olympic
Committee, not the Kenyan government.  Wario
himself has faced calls for his resignation, and
on Wednesday he too was questioned in con-
nection with the probe.

Kenya’s Olympic team captain, marathon
runner and elected MP Wesley Korir, welcomed
the NOCK officials’ arrests. 

“Someone should pay the price,” he said, as
he called on Wario to resign.  “If you are the
head of an organisation and you don’t even
know what is going on, my friend you are sup-
posed to go home.” Kenya’s Olympics was in
trouble before the Rio Games even began.  The
country’s middle distance and marathon run-
ners are world beaters, and enjoy huge interna-
tional prestige and adulation in their own coun-
try. But dopings scandals have tarnished their
achievements.  The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) only cleared the country’s athletes at
the last minute to take part in the Games, after
parliamentarians had botched the passage of a
new law designed to convince world authorities
that Kenya is serious about tackling the wide-
spread doping that has seen at least 40 athletes
banned since 2012.

Kenyan athletics coach and team manager
Michael Rotich was ordered home from Rio and
is facing court action amid allegations he
demanded bribes to warn athletes ahead of
doping tests. —AFP

Three top Kenyan 
officials arrested

NEW YORK:  Patrick Reed edged into a two-shot lead at
The Barclays Championship on Friday, firing a three-
under-par 68 to take a slender advantage into the week-
end action. World number 14 Reed had looked to be on
course to take a bigger lead over the chasing pack but
two bogeys in the final three holes at Bethpage Black in
Farmingdale jolted his momentum.

Reed was left ruing what could be costly dropped
shots over the closing stages of a mostly polished round.
“(Those) are my two mental mistakes where I went away
from my game plan, cost me two shots,” Reed said. 

“I just need to get back to playing on the game plan. I
did it perfectly for 18 holes yesterday.” Overnight leader
Reed had earlier started in blistering form, opening with
back-to-back birdies to quickly move to seven under for
the tournament.  Two more birdies on the fourth and
seventh left him at nine under before a bogey at the par-
three eighth pegged him back.

Reed steadied the ship with three straight pars fol-
lowed by a birdie on 13, followed by two more pars.

A missed five-footer on the 16th led to a bogey
before a brilliant tee-shot on the par-three 17th left him
inches for the hole for a simple birdie.  But a wayward
approach on the 18th found a bunker and Reed’s recov-
ery left him with a 24-footer to save par, which came up
short.  Reed leads Emiliano Grillo of Argentina and Rickie
Fowler by two.  Grillo followed up his opening 67 with a
69, a round that could have looked a lot better had it not
been for a bogey on the ninth and a double-bogey on
10.  Fowler meanwhile fired a bogey-free two-under-par
69 — with two birdies and 16 pars-putting him at six
under for the tournament.

DAY AND SPIETH, LURKING 
One back was Ryan Moore, who shot a three-under-

par 68 comprised of five birdies and two bogeys follow-
ing his opening 69.  Australia’s world number one Jason
Day and Jordan Spieth were in a group of five players tied
for fifth on four under. Day shot a one-under-par 70 while
Spieth, disappointed with an even-par 71 on Thursday,

shot four birdies and an eagle to get back on track. A
double bogey on 10 limited his advance, however.

“It was a little difficult out there but I felt like I ground
it out pretty good,” Day said. “I know Patrick is up there,
and I’m currently four back. Just got to try to get it under
par and slowly chip away at it.” Scotland’s Martin Laird,
who had shared the lead with Reed after the first round,
drifted off the pace with a one-over-par 72.  Northern
Ireland’s Rory McIlroy will need to produce a major
charge over the weekend after a round which had
threatened to leave him within striking distance.

McIlroy finished the day at two under, with consecu-
tive bogeys on the 15th and 16th thwarting his charge
as he finished with a two-under-par 69.  “It was nice to
get to minus four, the wind wasn’t as bad and the course
was playing a little easier,” McIlroy said. 

“If there was any day to make a good score today was
it,” he added. “It’s been a little stop-start. Just when I feel
like I’m getting momentum I get stopped in my tracks a
bit.” Meanwhile, PGA champion Jimmy Walker was
among the 41 players who missed the three-over cut,
finishing at 147. —AFP

Reed takes lead at Barclays Championship

TAMPA: Josh Gordon showed why the
Cleveland Browns are so happy to have him
back on the field. The talented receiver
with a history of suspensions for drug viola-
tions caught everything thrown his way in
his preseason debut Friday night, scoring
on a 43-yard reception and also hauling in
another pass from Robert Griffin III for a 44-
yard gain that led to a first quarter field
goal in a 30-13 loss to the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.

“It feels great,” said the third-year pro, a
former college teammate of RG III. “I feel
really good to be out there with my team-
mates, my brothers. It was uplifting.” Jameis
Winston threw for 259 yards and two
touchdowns in one half of work for the
Bucs, who achieved an objective of starting
faster on offense than they did the previ-
ous two weeks.

Griffin completed 8 of 14 passes for 119
yards, one TD and no interceptions before
being replaced by Josh McCown at the
start of the third quarter. Gordon was only
targeted twice and finished with 87 yards
receiving, both his catches coming when

he beat cornerback Brent Grimes, one of
Tampa Bay’s key offseason acquisitions.

Gordon, whose preseason debut was
delayed by a quadriceps injury, hadn’t
played since December 2014. He was sus-
pended all of last season for violating the
NFL’s policy on substance abuse, and won’t
be eligible for the first four games of this
regular season.

“I played with Josh before. It’s just good
to see him out there making plays, getting
an opportunity to get back in the league,”
Griffin said. “We’re looking forward to him
making the most of that. I’m really excited
for him.”

A Pro Bowl selection in 2013 when he
had 87 catches for 1,646 yards and nine
TDs, Gordon has been the subject of trade
speculation during training camp.
Although the Browns have said they’re not
interested in moving him, and Gordon has
said he wants to remain in Cleveland, club
executive Sashi Brown said Thursday that
like any player, there is a price for the 25-
year-old receiver, who has been suspended
for 27 of the last 32 games. —AP

Josh Gordon shines 
in debut for Browns

FARMINGDALE: Patrick Reed watches his tee shot on the 17th hole during the second
round of The Barclays in the PGA Tour FedExCup Play-Offs on the Black Course at
Bethpage State Park on Friday in Farmingdale, New York. —AFP



S P O RT S
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

West Indies
J. Charles b Shami 79
E. Lewis c Ashwin b Jadeja 100
A. Russell lbw b Jadeja 22
K. Pollard b Bumrah 22
C. Brathwaite run out 14 
D. Bravo not out 1
L. Simmons b Bumrah 0
M. Samuels not out 1
Extras (w4, nb2) 6  
Total (6 wickets; 20 overs) 245
Did not bat:  A.  Fletcher,  S.  Narine,  S.
Badree
Fall of wickets: 1-126 (Charles), 2-204
(Russell), 3-205 (Lewis), 4-236 
(Brathwaite) ,  5-244 (Pollard),  6-244
(Simmons)
Bowling: M. Shami 4-0-48-1 (2w), B. Kumar
4-0-43-0 (1w), J. Bumrah 4-0-47-2 

(2nb), R. Ashwin 4-0-36-0, R. Jadeja 3-0-39-
2, S. Binny 1-0-32-0 (1w)

India
R. Sharma c Charles b Pollard 62
A. Rahane c Bravo b Russell 7
V. Kohli c Fletcher b Bravo 16
L. Rahul not out 110
MS Dhoni c Samuels b Bravo 43
Extras (lb2, w4) 6  
Total (4 wickets; 20 overs) 244
Did not bat: S. Binny, R. Ashwin, R. Jadeja, M.
Shami, J.Bumrah, B. Kumar.
Fall of wickets: 1-31 (Rahane), 2-48 (Kohli), 3-
137 (Sharma), 4-244 (Dhoni).
Bowling: Russell 4-0-53-1 (2w), Badree 2-0-25-
0, Bravo 4-0-37-2, Narine 3-0-5-0 (1w),
Brathwaite 4-0-47-0, Pollard 3-0-30-1 (1w).
Result: West Indies win by 1 run.

SCOREBOARD
FORT LAUDERDALE, United States: Full scoreboard in the first Twenty20 international
between West Indies and India at Central Broward Regional Park, Lauderhill, Florida yesterday:

LONDON: International Cricket Council
chief executive David Richardson has wel-
comed England’s decision to go ahead
with their tour of Bangladesh, saying it was
important to have the global game “played
safely” in as many countries as possible.
Richardson, in a statement issued from the
world governing body’s Dubai headquar-
ters on Saturday, added that following
England’s decision the ICC would make its
own security arrangements to ensure the
safety of their match officials.

The future of the tour was called into
question after an attack on a Dhaka cafe
last month saw 20 — mostly foreign-
hostages killed, with the Islamic State
group claiming responsibility.

However, the England and Wales
Cricket Board said Thursday the tour,
which includes two Test and three one-

day international matches in October,
would go ahead as planned.

The confirmation followed a visit to
Bangladesh by an ECB delegation, led by
their long-serving security chief Reg
Dickason.  The Australian briefed the
England players on Thursday about the
situation in Dhaka and the port city of
Chittagong-the venues for the tour.  “It is
important to the global game of cricket
that it can be played safely in as many
countries as possible,” said Richardson.
“The world in which we live means we all
face threats wherever we are in the world.

“Where those threats are considered
higher, cricket, like other sports, under-
takes extensive security assessments in
determining whether or not matches can
go ahead. 

“Under the expert guidance of Reg

Dickason, England have concluded that it
is safe to tour Bangladesh.”

‘INTELLIGENCE’
Former South Africa wicket-keeper

Richardson added: “We welcome this deci-
sion understanding the extent of the intel-
ligence behind it where the safety of play-
ers and staff is of utmost importance.
“Earlier this year, we held the ICC Under-19
Cricket World Cup in Bangladesh with
great success.

“Like the ECB, we had carried out all
the relevant safety assessments prior to
the tournament and concluded it was safe
for everyone involved to play.  “Now the
ECB has given the tour the go ahead, the
ICC will instigate our own security investi-
gations to ensure we are confident of the
safety of our match officials.”

Pakistan have not staged a home Test
series in their own country since an armed
attack on Sri Lanka’s team bus in Lahore in
2009 and there were concerns that
Bangladesh too might become a ‘no-go
area’ for major international sides if
England called off their tour.

Following the Lahore attack, match ref-
eree Chris Broad-who came under fire in
the separate van carrying match officials-
criticised the security arrangements made
for him and his colleagues.

Stuart Broad, the former England
opener’s son, is now set to be a member
of the Test squad that tours Bangladesh. 

Australia cancelled their tour of
Bangladesh last October for security rea-
sons and then withdrew their side from
the Under-19 World Cup in the country at
the start of this year.

England, however, fielded a team in
the youth tournament.  “I always had a
hunch that England would come and
there are a few reasons for that,”
Bangladesh Cricket Board president
Nazmul Hassan told reporters in Dhaka on
Friday.

“England always sent their team. Even
in India, they continued playing (after the
2008 attack in Mumbai).

“So England are not a team that bow
their head down to terrorist activities.”

ECB director of cricket Andrew Strauss,
the former England captain, said after
Thursday’s briefing: “England’s tour of
Bangladesh will continue as planned.

“The ECB and PCA (Professional
Cricketers’ Association) have the utmost
confidence in the advice and support
we’ve been given.” — AFP

ICC chief backs England decision to tour Bangladesh

LAUDERHILL: India’s Lokesh Rahul, right, plays a shot as West Indies’ Andre
Fletcher watches the ball during the first Twenty20 international cricket
match, yesterday, in Lauderhill, Fla. —AP

CENTURION: South Africa’s top four batsmen all
made half-centuries as New Zealand’s decision
to bowl first failed to pay off on the first day of
the series-deciding second Test at SuperSport
Park yesterday.

South Africa were 283 for three at the end of
a day when New Zealand were on the wrong
end of no fewer than five leg before wicket deci-
sions, while seam bowler Doug Bracewell limped
off late in the day with what appeared to be a
hamstring injury.

Stephen Cook (56) and Quinton de Kock (82)
gave South Africa a strong start with an opening
partnership of 133. Hashim Amla and JP Duminy
followed up with innings of 58 and 67 not out
respectively.

Cook, Amla and Duminy all survived close
calls by the umpires.  New Zealand unsuccessful-
ly called for a review when Cook was given not
out against Trent Boult by umpire Paul Reiffel
when he was on one. Replays showed he got a
faint inside edge.

Umpire Ian Gould was then involved in four
decisions, giving Amla and Duminy out but see-
ing both overturned on review, while New
Zealand failed to call for reviews when Cook and
Duminy were given not out, with replays show-
ing the ball hitting the stumps convincingly on
both occasions.  “Sometimes you get them right,
sometimes you don’t,” said New Zealand left-arm
fast bowler Neil Wagner, who gave credit to the
South African batsmen.  “There is quite a lot in
the wicket. South Africa batted well in trying cir-
cumstances. They left well and played the ball
late.” The brightest batting came in the morning
when Cook and De Kock took South Africa to
100 for no wicket.

It was South Africa’s first Test century opening
partnership since December 2013, while it was
indicative of the difficulty of batting first on the
often-lively pitches in South Africa that it was
the first time since March 2009 that any team
had reached three figures without losing a wick-
et before lunch on the first day of a Test in the
country, when Simon Katich and the late Phillip
Hughes did it for Australia in Durban.

DE KOCK SPARKLES 
De Kock, the South African wicketkeeper, was

moved up to open the batting, which he does
regularly in limited-overs internationals, after
Dean Elgar sprained an ankle during fielding
practice on Friday. Stiaan van Zyl came into the
side and was expected to bat at number seven.
Although he said he was not keen to open in
Tests on a long-term basis, De Kock, who has a
reputation for impetuousness, said he had
enjoyed the challenge of mustering the disci-
pline needed to prosper against good bowling
on a pitch which offered movement to the fast
bowlers.

“I worked on when to be tight, how to play
certain balls. It’s the most I have left the ball in
my career, I’m quite proud of myself. It’s a good

Test wicket, with something in it for both bats-
men and bowlers,” he said.  De Kock made 82 off
114 balls, hitting 15 boundaries, before hooking
Wagner to Boult on the fine leg boundary, while
Cook made a patient 56 off 143 deliveries before
falling to a low catch by New Zealand captain
Kane Williamson at gully off Bracewell.

Amla survived a shaky start to again show a
liking for New Zealand bowlers, taking his Test
aggregate against the Black Caps to exactly 1000
runs in 11 matches at an average of 76.92, while
he continued to score heavily at Centurion,
where he has made 1201 runs in 11 matches at
an average of 85.78.  Amla eventually fell to a
good delivery from Wagner, who switched to
bowling around the wicket and produced a ball

which swung in and then straightened to have
Amla caught behind.

Wagner was the most impressive of the New
Zealand bowlers, showing plenty of energy as
he charged in for 22 overs, taking two for 51.
But Tim Southee, Boult and Bracewell all bowled
testing spells on a day on which not much went
right for the tourists.

“We’ve got to be positive and come back
strong tomorrow,” said Wagner.  “We’re not in a
bad position. If we get two quick wickets in the
morning we’re right back in the game.”

Bracewell l imped off two balls into the
penultimate over of the day after clutching his
hamstring. His over had to be completed by
Boult. —AFP

South Africa take 
control in second Test

CENTURION: New Zealand bowler Tim Southee delivers a ball to South African batsman
Quinton De Kock (unseen) during the first day of the second cricket Test match between
South Africa and New Zealand at the Supersport Cricket stadium in Centurion, South
Africa on yesterday. —AFP

FORT LAUDERDALE: West Indies defeated
India by one run in a record run-laden
Twenty20 clash yesterday after piling up
the third highest ever total in the game’s
shortest format.

Set 246 to win, India needed two runs
off the last ball for a famous victory in the
Florida sunshine. But skipper Mahendra
Singh Dhoni could only scoop a Dwayne
Bravo delivery into the hands of Marlon
Samuels at short third man to leave India
agonisingly on 244-4.

Lokesh Rahul was unbeaten for India on
110 in just his fourth T20 match, hitting 12
fours and five sixes.

West Indies’ total of 245-6 was just short
of Australia’s 248 against England in
Southampton in 2013 while Sri Lanka’s 260
against Kenya at Johannesburg in 2007
remains the highest ever international T20
total.

Evin Lewis smashed an impressive 100
and Johnson Charles hit 79 as the West
Indies laid the foundations to mark Carlos
Brathwaite’s first game as skipper with a
victory.

The second match of two back-to-
back T20s at the rarely-visited Central
Broward Regional Park venue takes place
today. —  AFP

W Indies beat India by one 
run in record run blitz

South Africa 1st Innings
Stephen Cook c Williamson b Bracewell 56
Quinton de Kock c Boult b Wagner 82
Hashimm Amla c Watling b Wagner 58
JP Duminy not out 67
Faf du Plessis not out 13
Extras: (4b, 3lb) 7
TOTAL: (for 3 wickets) 283
Overs: 88.
Fall of wickets: 1-133, 2-151, 3-246.

Still to bat: Temba Bavuma, Stiaan van Zyl,
Vernon Philander, Kagiso Rabada, Dale Steyn,
Dane Piedt.
Bowling: Tim Southee 21-3-74-0, Trent Boult
19.4-4-53-0, Doug Bracewell 17.2-5-65-1, Mitchell
Santner 8-1-33-0, Neil Wagner 22-4-51-2.
New Zealand: Kane Williamson (captain), Martin
Guptill, Tom Latham, Ross Taylor, Henry Nicholls,
BJ Watling, Mitchell Santner, Doug Bracewell,
Tim Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult.

SCOREBOARD
CENTURION, South Africa: Scoreboard Saturday at stumps on the first day of the second test between
South Africa and New Zealand at SuperSport Park:

LONDON:  Joe Root’s 89 saw England to a four-
wicket win over Pakistan in the second one-day
international at Lord’s yesterday.

Victory put England 2-0 up in the five-match
series after their 44-run rain-affected success at
Southampton on Wednesday. Aggressive pace
bowling, with Chris Woakes and Mark Wood
taking three wickets apiece, left England chas-
ing a modest target of 252.

Pakistan had collapsed to two for three
before Sarfraz Ahmed’s 105, the first ODI
hundred by a Pakistan player at Lord’s, and
Imad Wasim’s 63 not out kept the tourists in
the match.

The pair put on 77 for the sixth wicket. After
a couple of early stumbles in their reply, a third-
wicket partnership of 112 between Root and
England captain Eoin Morgan (68) effectively
put the result beyond doubt.

Left-hander Morgan’s knock on his
Middlesex home ground ended a run of 23
international innings without a fifty for the for-
mer Ireland star.

England’s chase suffered a setback when in-
form opener Jason Roy-who made a dashing 65
at Southampton-fell for a second-ball duck as
he played on to Mohammad Amir.

HALES FAILS 
Root steadied England nerves with two fours

in as many balls off Hasan Ali a cover-drive fol-
lowed by a cut. But opener Alex Hales’s lean run
continued when he was bowled for 14 trying to

slog-sweep left-arm spinner Wasim.
That left England 35 for two but Root and

Morgan took the game away from Pakistan, the
skipper hitting nine fours before he too was
bowled by Wasim.

Ben Stokes made a brisk 42 before Root,
whose innings featured just five fours and 53
singles, holed out off Wahab Riaz with England
in sight of the winning post at 240 for six.

Woakes ended the match with 15 balls to
spare when he cut leg-spinner Yasir Shah,
England’s tormentor in chief during Pakistan’s
Test win at Lord’s earlier this season, for four.

Pakistan, who saw captain Azhar Ali win the
toss and bat on a cloudy morning, lost recalled
opener Sami Aslam (one) following an England
review after his attempted pull off Woakes was
held down the legside by wicket-keeper Jos
Buttler.

There was no hot-spot mark but Australian
third umpire Simon Fry decide the spike on
real time snicko was large enough to give
Aslam out.

But there was no doubt at all when Wood dis-
missed Sharjeel Khan for nought with an
express delivery that cut sharply off the seam to
knock over the left-hander’s off stump.

Azhar also fell for a duck when caught
behind off Woakes. Babar Azam (30) struck sev-
eral stylish boundaries before he played on to
Liam Plunkett.

Pakistan were now 66 for four. But Ahmed, as
he’d often done during the preceding 2-2 drawn

Test series, frustrated England with a mixture of
orthodox and improvised shots.

Shoaib Malik (28) struck a straight six
against off-spinner Moeen Ali in a fifth-wicket
partnership of 59 before Wood’s return saw
him caught behind.

Ahmed, whose lone previous ODI hundred
was against Ireland at last year’s World Cup,
completed a 124-ball century when he leg-
glanced Plunkett for his sixth four.

He then successfully reviewed Plunkett’s
lbw appeal before slog-sweeping Ali to Hales
in the deep.

Wasim struck Plunkett for three boundaries
in as many balls-an uppercut six followed by a
straight drive and a cover drive-to go to a 57-
ball fifty.

England’s fielding was shoddy at times but
Plunkett held a brilliant diving one-handed
catch at extra-cover to dismiss Wahab Riaz
before No 11 Amir, who took Pakistan to 250
with a boundary, was run out. The series contin-
ues with a day/night match at Nottingham’s
Trent Bridge on Tuesday.

Brief scores
Pakistan 251, 49.5 overs (Sarfraz Ahmed 105,
Imad Wasim 63 no; C Woakes 3-42, M Wood 3-46)
England 255-6, 47.3 overs (J Root 89, E
Morgan 68)
Result: England won by four wickets
Series: England lead five -match series
2-0. —AFP

LONDON: England’s Joe Root plays a shot during play in the second one day
international (ODI) cricket match between England and Pakistan at Lord’s
cricket ground in London yesterday. Sarfraz Ahmed became the first
Pakistan player to score a one-day international hundred at Lord’s as the
tourists fought back after a dramatic collapse against England yesterday.
Ahmed’s 105 was the cornerstone of Pakistan’s 251 all out. —AFP

Root stars as England 
beat Pakistan in 2nd ODI



LONDON: Left-back Danny Rose’s 72nd-minute
equaliser earned Tottenham Hotspur a 1-1 draw
with Liverpool in a hard-fought Premier League
encounter at White Hart Lane yesterday.

James Milner gave Liverpool a deserved lead
with a penalty shortly before half-time, but Spurs
got their reward for a spell of sustained second-half
pressure when Rose drilled home the equaliser.

The England full-back’s strike means he has
already matched his tally from last season and it
preserved Spurs’ unbeaten record following their
draw at Everton and victory over Crystal Palace.

“I’m very pleased,” said Spurs manager Mauricio
Pochettino. “It was a very competitive game. Both
teams played with passion, which is very impor-
tant. It was a fantastic game for the neutral.

“The effort and the character we showed today
were fantastic. It’s not easy when you play a team
that are perfect on the counter-attack and you
need to take risks. The draw is a fair result.”

It was a frustrating outcome for visiting manag-
er Jurgen Klopp on his return to the scene of his
first game at the Liverpool helm last October,

which ended in a 0-0 draw.
His side showed a much sharper cutting edge

than in last weekend’s 2-0 defeat at Burnley, but
their inability to close the game out enabled Spurs
to rescue a point.

“When you take a point at Tottenham, for 99
percent of teams it would be a good thing,” Klopp
told the BBC. “We played a very good away game
against a very strong side. It was our first real mis-
take and it was a goal, so that is not really fair.

“We showed we can be good. We played foot-
ball and defended really good. It doesn’t feel too
brilliant at the moment.”

It was a contest between two teams who like to
press high up the pitch and in the first half it was
Tottenham who had the greatest difficulty playing
the ball out from the back.

Deputising in goal for Spurs again in place of
the injured Hugo Lloris, Michel Vorm was frequent-
ly called into action.

SPURS RESHUFFLE 
The Dutchman produced a stunning fourth-

minute stop to thwart Philippe Coutinho from
Roberto Firmino’s square pass and twice raced
from his line to expertly tackle Sadio Mane.

Coutinho had overcome a stiff hamstring to
start and he continually found space in threatening
positions, with one shot deflected over and anoth-
er comfortably parried by Vorm at his near post.

Aside from a Christian Eriksen free-kick that
Simon Mignolet fisted away, Spurs posed little
threat at the other end, although Vincent Janssen

could have won a penalty after being blocked by
Joel Matip.

Mane, meanwhile, was fortunate to avoid a red
card after clattering Rose two minutes after being
booked for a late one on Dele Alli.

Janssen had replaced Kyle Walker after the
Spurs full-back succumbed to illness, prompting a
reshuffle that saw Eric Dier move to right-back and
Alli drop into central midfield.

It left the hosts with an unfamiliar configuration
on the right flank and Liverpool exploited their
uncertainty when Firmino was clipped by Erik
Lamela after darting in behind him.

Milner, Liverpool’s left-back again, confidently
steered the penalty into the bottom-left corner.

The team in red continued to enjoy the upper
hand in the second half, with Matip heading over,
Nathaniel Clyne working Vorm and Mane seeing a
volley chalked off for offside against Adam Lallana.

But as the intensity of the visitors’ pressing
began to fade, so Spurs started to assert them-
selves.

Eriksen side-footed over from Dier’s cut-back
and Mignolet produced smart saves to thwart
Lamela and Toby Alderweireld before Spurs drew
level with 18 minutes to go.

Released by Alderweireld on the right, Dier cut
inside onto his left foot and crossed, Lamela
flicked the ball on and Rose brought it down at
the back post before skewering a shot past
Mignolet. Liverpool procured one last sight of
goal, but Georginio Wijnaldum’s effort was field-
ed by Vorm. — AFP

MILAN:  AC Milan goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma and Torino forward Andrea Belotti
were handed maiden call-ups for Italy, after being
named in Giampiero Ventura’s 26-man squad for
next week’s friendly with France.

Ventura, who succeeded new Chelsea coach
Antonio Conte following the Azzurri’s quarter-final
exit from Euro 2016, also notably called up Paris
Saint-Germain midfielder Marco Verratti following
his recovery from a hernia operation. 

The former Torino coach also handed first call-
ups to AC Milan defender Alessio Romagnoli as well
as Genoa striker Luca Pavoletti.

Ventura, 68, will take charge of his first Italy

game in the southern town of Bari on Thursday
hoping the Azzurri can take up where they left off
following a hugely promising European
Championship in France.

Italy upset pre-tournament predictions to send
holders Spain crashing out in the last 16, only to fall
to Germany in the quarter-finals after a dramatic
penalty shoot-out.

France will also be looking for a positive out-
come in what will be their first international outing
since their shock Euro 2016 final defeat to Portugal.

However Ventura and France counterpart Didier
Deschamps are both expected to use the outing to
gauge fitness and form ahead of next month’s

upcoming World Cup 2018 qualifiers.
With Gianluigi Buffon, 38, having had a sterling

Euros campaign, it is uncertain if the 17-year-old
Donnarumma, or his fellow squad debutants, will be
given a run out.

Italy’s opening qualifier is away to Israel on
September 5, while France are away to Belarus a day
later. Italy squad for France friendly and World Cup
2018 qualifier v Israel: 

Goalkeepers: Gianluigi Buffon (Juventus),
Gianluigi Donnarumma (AC Milan), Federico
Marchetti (Lazio)

Defenders: Luca Antonelli (AC Milan), Davide
Astori (Fiorentina), Andrea Barzagli (Juventus),

Leonardo Bonucci (Juventus), Giorgio Chiellini
(Juventus), Mattia De Sciglio (AC Milan), Angelo
Ogbonna ( West Ham United/ENG), Alessio
Romagnoli (AC Milan), Daniele Rugani (Juventus)

Midfielders: Federico Bernardeschi (Fiorentina),
Giacomo Bonaventura (AC Milan), Antonio
Candreva (Inter Milan), Daniele De Rossi (Roma),
Alessandro Florenzi (Roma), Riccardo Montolivo (AC
Milan), Marco Parolo (Lazio), Marco Verratti (Paris
Saint-Germain/FRA)

Forwards: Andrea Belotti (Torino), Eder Citadin
Martins (Inter Milan), Manolo Gabbiadini (Napoli),
Ciro Immobile (Lazio), Leonardo Pavoletti (Genoa),
Graziano Pelle (Shandong Luneng/CHN).  — AFP

Goalkeeper Donnarumma among uncapped Italy call-ups

Liverpool pricked by Rose 

thorn in Tottenham draw

LONDON: Liverpool’s Belgian goalkeeper Simon Mignolet (down) blocks Tottenham Hotspur’s English midfielder Joshua Onomah during the
English Premier League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Liverpool at White Hart Lane in London, yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Claudio Bravo must wait to
make his Manchester City debut as he pre-
pares to watch his new club’s home
Premier League game with West Ham
United today from the stands at the Etihad
Stadium.

The Chilean goalkeeper has completed
the formalities over his reported £17 mil-
lion ($22 million, 19 million euros) move to
the Premier League, but his lack of training
with his new team means manager Pep
Guardiola has not considered him for a
starting place.

That will almost certainly mean more
frustration for unwanted England keeper
Joe Hart, who has been told he can leave
the club, with Willy Caballero poised to
keep his starting place, as he has done in
the opening two league games under
Guardiola.

“He’s fit but he’s not going to play this
weekend,” said Guardiola of Bravo.
Guardiola, who will be seeking to make it
five wins from five competitive games with
City, said Bravo fitted the bill for him as a
goalkeeper and added Chilean players
have as a rule flourished under his guid-
ance.  “He has experience, anticipates situa-
tions not in the box, in front of the box,
good in the build-up plays, quick under the
posts, he is a good player for us,” said
Guardiola.

“I was lucky to have under my com-
mand Chilean players like Alexis Sanchez
and Arturo Vidal before and now Claudio
Bravo. I spoke to Claudio and he’s going to
be a good player for us. 

“I had a good experience with my previ-
ous Chilean players and I expect to have it
with Claudio as well.

“And with the goalkeeper with more
than 100 caps for the national team and a
team that can compete with Argentina or
Brazil he’s a really good asset for us.”

SHIRT-PULLING WARNING 
Guardiola has almost a fully-fit squad

from which to choose, with 30 players hav-
ing taken part in training on Friday.

His only absentee is teenage striker
Kelechi Iheanacho, who suffered a minor
hamstring problem in the midweek win
over Steaua Bucharest that will sideline him
for two weeks. One area where Guardiola
wants his players to pay more attention to
is in being mindful of the new rules over
shirt-pulling in the penalty area.  “The refer-
ees came here and spoke to the players
about the new rules so they know that,”
said Guardiola.

“But we are going to speak to the play-
ers again, I don’t know what is going on, if
it is happening more often, more times
than it did.” Slaven Bilic’s West Ham will
head north still smarting from their prema-
ture exit from the Europa League at the
hands of Astra Giurgiu.  A repeat of last sea-
son’s victory at the Etihad Stadium will pro-
vide a timely lift, as will the imminent
arrival of Juventus striker Simon Zaza.  “It is
a boost,” Bilic said of Zaza. “It was our plan
for a long time now to get a top-quality
striker and there were a few of them on our
list, and Zaza was always mentioned there.”
Bilic also expects Dimitri Payet and Manuel
Lanzini to be close to full fitness but will
not risk both playmakers.

“Dimitri Payet and Manuel Lanzini, we’re
going to know more on Saturday,” said Bilic.

“Maybe one of them will be in the squad
for Sunday’s game.  “We still have one train-
ing session, but the situation is that after
this game we have a couple of weeks and
the temptation is not to play them because
is it worth the risk?

“Of course if there is no risk we would
pick them, but there is a big question mark.
Only if there is no risk are we going to use
them, and then only one of them.” — AFP

Bravo must await debut 

as City host Hammers
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Claudio Bravo

Tottenham  1

Liverpool  1

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski claimed a
hat-trick as defending champions Bayern
Munich brushed Werder Bremen aside
with a 6-0 win in Friday’s opening match of
the new German league season.
Lewandowski, the Bundesliga’s top-scorer
last season with 30 goals, could have fin-
ished with five as Bayern ran riot.

“I’m just happy I scored and that we got
the win,” Lewandowski told broadcaster
ARD and revealed he finished the game
with a hole in his goal-scoring right boot.

After Xabi Alonso scored the first goal
of the 2016/17 campaign at Munich’s
Allianz Arena, Lewandowski netted either
side of the break before captain Philipp
Lahm added a fourth.

It was no more than shooting practice
for Bayern by the time Franck Ribery fired
home, with Lewandowski then converting
a penalty to claim his third and Munich’s
sixth.

Having also hammered Hamburg 5-0 in
last season’s opening game, this was
another emphatic win as Bayern look to
win a fifth Bundesliga title in a row.  It fin-
ished 2-0 at the break, but it could have
been at least double that as Lewandowski
and then Thomas Mueller both hit the
woodwork in the opening 45 minutes.

Bayern won last season’s German
league title by 10 points, making history
with a fourth straight Bundesliga title.

They picked up under new coach Carlo
Ancelotti where they left off under Pep
Guardiola, who left in May to coach
Manchester City, with long periods of pos-
session. “I am very happy. That was a very
good performance from my team,” said
Ancelotti after his first Bundesliga game.

“We got off to a good start and took

control of the game early on.” Bayern’s win
came with Germany defenders Jerome
Boateng and Holger Badstuber, plus Dutch
winger Arjen Robben all recovering from
injury.  New signing Renato Sanches from
Benfica, a Euro 2016 winner with Portugal,
started on the bench.

Germany defender Mats Hummels,

their other new arrival from Borussia
Dortmund, partnered Javi Martinez at cen-
tre-back.  The defending champions need-
ed just nine minutes to take a spectacular
lead.  Alonso’s volley from just outside the
area found the top right-hand corner and
flew past Bremen goalkeeper Felix
Wiedwald.  The hosts doubled their lead
just four minutes later.  Ribery’s long-range
pass down the left put Lewandowski in
behind the defence and the Poland hot-
shot tucked his shot past Wiedwald from
the tightest of angles.

He could have claimed a first-half hat-
trick. Muller’s long-range shot slammed off
the post, then Lewandowski hit the cross-
bar and had a shot saved before the break.

The pair combined for Bayern’s third
goal, which arrived just 39 seconds into
the second-half. Mueller’s curling cross was
met at the far post by Lewandowski for his
second on 46 minutes. Bremen’s last win
over Bayern in Munich was back in 2008
and they were barely in it as Bavarians
enjoyed around 70 percent possession.
Lahm grabbed Bayern’s second when he
converted Mueller ’s final pass before
Ribery blasted home their fifth with the
Frenchman unmarked in the area.  Rafinha
came on for Lahm and when the Brazil
defender was fouled in the area,
Lewandowski drilled home the resulting
penalty on 77 minutes. — AFP 

Lewandowski hat-trick 

as Bayern rout Bremen 

Bilbao one of hardest away 

games for Barca: Enrique

BARCELONA: Barcelona coach Luis Enrique is expecting another gruelling
game at Athletic Bilbao when the La Liga champions visit San Mames
today.

Barca scrapped a 1-0 win in the fixture last season thanks to a second-
half strike from Luis Suarez after Lionel Messi missed a penalty.

The Catalans were also thrashed 4-0 at San Mames in the Spanish Super
Cup, the only domestic competition they failed to win last season.

Athletic only field players who were born in or brought up in the
Basque Country but finished fifth in La Liga last season, missing out on
Champions League football by two points and reaching the Europa League
quarter-finals.

Although Barca won four of six meetings with Athletic last term, win-
ning both legs of their King’s Cup quarter-final tie as well as both league
games, Luis Enrique is prepared for another testing game against Ernesto
Valverde’s side.

“It is one of the most difficult games you can play away from home,”
Luis Enrique told a news conference on Saturday.

“The fact Athletic have a limited market to choose from, and the fact
they have the same coach, means it will be the same as always.

“We are excited to play at San Mames, a stadium we love with an
atmosphere you get at few other grounds in the league,” the coach added.

“We’ll focus on the problems Valverde will cause us, pressuring us when
we’re on the ball and giving us problems on the counter.”

Barca lead the La Liga table on goal difference after thrashing Real Betis
6-2 in their opening game and are boosted by the return of Javier
Mascherano and Marc-Andre ter Stegen from injury.

Neymar, meanwhile, has been given an extended break after helping
Brazil win their first Olympic Gold medal in soccer.

Germany goalkeeper Ter Stegen will make his eighth league appear-
ance for Barca following the departure of Claudio Bravo to Manchester
City, and Luis Enrique praised the Chile international for his service to the
club.

“I would like to praise the work of Claudio Bravo over the last two sea-
sons, he did a unique and exceptional job and gave the club a lot, with per-
formances of the highest level,” he said.

“I want to highlight the attitude shown by our three goalkeepers, who
recognised that the most important thing is collective success.” — Reuters

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Chilian midfielder Arturo Vidal (L) and Bremen’s
defender Ludovic Lamine Sane (R) vie for the ball during the German first
division Bundesliga football match between FC Bayern Munich vs SV Werder
Bremen in Munich, southern Germany, on Friday. — AFP



LONDON:  One of the villains in Chelsea’s
feeble title defence last season, Eden Hazard
has been at the centre of the Stamford
Bridge club’s sizzling 100 percent start to the
Premier League campaign.

The Belgium winger opened the scoring
in yesterday’s 3-0 home win over Burnley and
also played a big part in the second goal,
linking up with Diego Costa before he fed
Willian who blasted the ball low into the net
from a narrow angle.

Hazard has played a pivotal role in all
three of Chelsea’s league victories, netting
against West Ham United and setting up
Michy Batshuayi to score against Watford last

weekend.
He was at his best against Burnley, dis-

playing the imagination, speed and hunger
that earned him the league’s Player of the
Year award when Chelsea cruised to the
championship in 2015.

For the opener, Hazard picked up the ball
in Chelsea’s half and raced through space
given him by Burnley’s midfield before cut-
ting inside defender Michael Keane and fir-
ing low into the goal from the edge of the
penalty area in the ninth minute.

It was a moment of pace and precision
reminiscent of his spectacular strike for
Belgium against Hungary at Euro 2016.

A few months ago Chelsea fans were boo-
ing Hazard as they blamed him, among other
players, for not trying hard enough to
reverse a string of defeats that led to the dis-
missal of Jose Mourinho, the club’s most suc-
cessful coach.

Nursing an injury, the winger scored only
four times in the league last season, a far cry
from the 14 goals he managed in the title-
winning campaign the previous year.

Under new coach Antonio Conte, Hazard
seems to have been given more freedom to
roam than he had under Mourinho who
often criticised him for shirking defensive
duties.

The Belgian came close to claiming more
goals on Saturday including a stunning vol-
ley from a corner floated to him on the edge
of the box by Brazilian Willian, his venemous
drive being pushed away by goalkeeper Tom
Heaton.

When Hazard was substituted 10 minutes
before the end, he was given an ovation by
the supporters.

“Eden is a fantastic player, like the others,”
Conte told reporters. “He is working very well
with great attitude.

“I saw this very quick, his will to work very
well, to improve.”

Burnley manager Sean Dyche also sang
Hazard’s praises and wished he had him in
his squad.

“If he fancies coming up, I’ll take him,”
Dyche joked. —  Reuters

Hazard back to his best as 

he inspires Chelsea win

LONDON: Chelsea’s Brazilian midfielder Willian jumps a tackle during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Burnley at Stamford Bridge in London yes-
terday. — AFP

Chelsea 3 

Burnley 0

SOUTHAMPTON:  Substitute Jay Rodriguez
struck late to salvage Southampton a scrappy
1-1 home draw with Sunderland after
Jermain Defoe had given the Black Cats a
79th-minute lead against the run of play at
Saint Mary’s stadium on Saturday.  The out-

come denied Sunderland manager David
Moyes his first taste of success at the club
which was seemingly within his grasp when
Defoe hammered home a penalty after he
was brought down by Jose Fonte.

But Rodriguez, thrown on by
Southampton’s French manager Claude Puel
in the 74th minute for the ineffective Charlie
Austin, beat Jordan Pickford with a tame-
looking effort from 25 metres which some-
how squeezed under the visiting keeper.  It
was a cruel end for Pickford who had kept his
team afloat with a string of good saves,
notably when he denied Austin and Shane
Long either side of halftime.  — Reuters

LIVERPOOL: Veteran goalkeeper Shay Given’s
unfortunate own goal proved the difference as

Everton continued their fine start to the new sea-
son by beating Stoke City 1-0 in the Premier
League yesterday.

The 40-year-old Given, who was in the Republic
of Ireland squad at Euro 2016, did well to turn a
Leighton Baines penalty onto the post six minutes
into the second half, only for the ball to come back
off him and in.  However, the win was no less than
Everton deserved for their domination of the game
and it left Ronald Koeman’s still unbeaten side with
seven points from three matches.

In contrast, Mark Hughes’s Stoke have now lost

two Premier League games on the bounce and
have just one point to their name.  Summer sign-
ings Ashley Williams and Yannick Bolasie both
made their first Premier League starts for the
Toffees after also featuring in the 4-0 midweek win
against Yeovil Town 4-0 in EFL Cup.

Everton were seeking to avenge a 4-3 defeat to
Stoke in a thrilling encounter in last season’s corre-
sponding fixture and they were unlucky not to be
ahead at half-time.

Romelu Lukaku had a shot cleared off the line
by visiting captain Ryan Shawcross and Wales cen-

tre-back Williams then saw his header from a Kevin
Mirallas cross turned away by Peter Crouch.

Given also saved well from Mirallas but he was
finally beaten just after the restart following refer-
ee Michael Oliver’s decision to give a penalty when
Williams went down in the area.

With new England manager Sam Allardyce and
Irish assistant coach Roy Keane watching on from
the stands,  Stoke nearly  drew level  a lmost
straight away when  a Marko Arnautovic shot
came off the legs of Maarten Stekelenburg and
struck the bar. — AFP

Stoke of luck gives Everton points at Goodison

Rodriguez earns Southampton 

1-1 draw with Sunderland

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
West Bromwich v Middlesbrough 15:30
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Man City v West Ham United 18:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE
Las Palmas v Granada CF 19:15
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Deportivo v Sporting Gijon 19:15
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Athletic de Bilbao v Barcelona 21:15
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Villarreal CF v Sevilla FC 23:15
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Internazionale v Citta 19:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Cagliari Calcio v AS Roma 21:45
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Fiorentina v Chievo Verona 21:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
UC Sampdoria v Atalanta 21:45
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
US Sassuolo Calcio v Pescara 21:45
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
Torino FC v Bologna FC 21:45
beIN SPORTS 12 HD EN
Udinese Calcio v Empoli 21:45
beIN SPORTS 8 HD

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Hertha Berlin v SC Freiburg 16:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
TSG Hoffenheim v RB Leipzig 18:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD

FRENCH LEAGUE
Girondins v Nantes 16:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Saint Etienne v Toulouse 18:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Monaco v Paris Saint-Germain 21:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

WATFORD:  A goal from Mesut Ozil on his first
start of the campaign rounded off a much-
needed win for Arsenal as they secured a com-
fortable 3-1 Premier League triumph at
Watford.

Santi Cazorla, from the penalty spot, Alexis
Sanchez and Ozil were all on target to put the
Gunners in total command by the interval. A
57th-minute debut goal from Hornets substi-
tute Roberto Pereyra gave Walter Mazzari’s
side hope, yet ultimately it proved in vain as
their wait for a maiden win of their own con-
tinues-placing their manager under the micro-
scope even at this stage.

The pressure had been on Wenger and his
side too heading into the weekend after per-
fect starts from both Manchester clubs had
left them playing catch-up.

This, then, was just the performance and
outcome required heading into the interna-
tional break.

The imminent arrivals of £50m-plus duo
Shkodran Mustafi (from Valencia) and Lucas
Perez (from Deportivo La Coruna) should go a
step further towards placating fans.

Within nine minutes at Vicarage Road they
were ahead, albeit with a helping hand from
their opponents.

An exquisite curling cross from Ozil picked
out Sanchez inside the area. He was bundled
to the floor by Nordin Amrabat, who inadver-
tently clattered his opponent in the head-leav-

ing him in a daze.
Kevin Friend’s pause before finally pointing

to the spot infuriated the home support.
Cazorla’s penalty was coolly dispatched,

sending Heurelho Gomes the wrong way, for
what was his first Gunners goal since February
2015.

Having only returned on the final day of
last season following a six-month lay-off, that
Cazorla particularly caught the eye with his
penetrative passing will have been viewed as
a major plus by Wenger.

It was Watford who ended the Gunners’
hopes of a third successive FA Cup last season

and they soon demonstrated they could again
cause their opponents problems.

Laurent Koscielny had goalkeeper Petr
Cech to thank for a fine reaction save to palm
away his own defender’s sliced clearance fol-
lowing Amrabat’s whipped cross.

Moments later Troy Deeney fired the wrong
side of the left post after being fed by Jose
Holebas.

Having withstood that pressure, the visitors
took control and more of their trademark hyp-
notic passing almost carved out a second.

Ozil and Sanchez exchanged a slick one-
two which sent the Chile international

through yet, with the angle tight, Gomes man-
aged to fingertip his shot away.

The former Barcelona player made no mis-
take at the second time of asking, however,
capitalising on the Hornets’ failure to cut out
Theo Walcott’s pinpoint cross to the back post
five minutes before half-time. And a miserable
half for Mazzari’s team was compounded sec-
onds before the interval. It was all too easy as
Sanchez, wide on the left, was given time to
pick out the unchecked run of Ozil, who pow-
ered home a bullet header. 

Mazzarri responded by introducing new

signing Pereyra, and the former Juventus play-
er needed just 11 minutes to mark his debut
with a goal.

It was a classy finish too as the Argentine
fired crisply inside the left post after the ball
had pinballed around the Arsenal area.

Such clinical finishing could prove the dif-
ference between survival and relegation for
the Hornets this term. Watford finished
strongly and Arsenal had the outstanding
Cech to thank with a fine double save to
deny first Etienne Capoue and then Odion
Ighalo. — AFP

Ozil on target as Gunners finally fire
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Everton 1 

Stoke 0

Watford 1 

Arsenal 3 

WATFORD: Watford’s Younes Kaboul, left, and Arsenal’s Alexis Sanchez battle for the ball
during the English Premier League soccer match between Watford and Arsenal at Vicarage
Road, Watford, England, yesterday. — AP

Southampton 1 

Sunderland 1

P W D L F A Pts 
Chelsea 3 3 0 0 7 2 9   
Man United 3 3 0 0 6 1 9   
Everton 3 2 1 0 4 2 7   
Man City 2 2 0 0 6 2 6   
Hull City 3 2 0 1 4 2 6   
Tottenham 3 1 2 0 3 2 5   
Arsenal 3 1 1 1 6 5 4   
Middlesbrough 2 1 1 0 3 2 4   
Leicester City 3 1 1 1 3 3 4   
Liverpool 3 1 1 1 5 6 4   
West Bromwich 2 1 0 1 2 2 3   
West Ham United 2 1 0 1 2 2 3   
Burnley 3 1 0 2 2 4 3   
Swansea City 3 1 0 2 2 4 3   
Southampton 3 0 2 1 2 4 2   
Sunderland 3 0 1 2 3 5 1   
Crystal Palace 3 0 1 2 1 3 1   
Watford 3 0 1 2 3 6 1   
Bournemouth 3 0 1 2 2 5 1   
Stoke City 3 0 1 2 2 6 1   

English Premier League results/standings
Chelsea 3, Burnley 0; Crystal Palace 1, Bournemouth 1; Everton 1, Stoke City 0; Hull City 0,
Manchester United 1; Leicester City 2, Swansea City 1; Southampton 1, Sunderland 1;
Tottenham Hotspur 1, Liverpool 1; Watford 1, Arsenal 3.  
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HULL: Manchester United’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic, left, wins the header from Hull City’s Andrew Robertson during the Premier League soccer match Hull City versus Manchester United at the KCOM Stadium, Hull, England, yesterday. — AP

KINGSTON UPON HULL: Marcus Rashford extended
Manchester United’s 100 percent start to the Premier
League season with a dramatic strike two minutes into
stoppage time to seal a 1-0 win at Hull City yesterday.

Teenage forward Rashford, left out of the starting line-
up for each of United’s opening three matches, made his
case for greater involvement as he came on as a substi-
tute to convert Wayne Rooney’s low cross from close
range.  Up to that point, it looked like being an evening
of frustration for Jose Mourinho’s team, but they leave
the KCOM Stadium in second place in the table behind

leaders Chelsea only on goals scored. Zlatan Ibrahimovic
went close twice in the first half for United, while Rooney
was denied by a brilliant first-half block from Hull captain
Curtis Davies.

Hull, themselves looking to maintain a perfect league
record, spent most of the match on the defensive but did
have threatening moments of their own.  Robert
Snodgrass’ free-kick flew just wide in the opening half,
while Tom Huddlestone’s shot was deflected just wide off
Eric Bailly inside the final 15 minutes.

Indeed, David Meyler lifted a shot over the bar from a
promising position just seconds before Rashford struck,
leaving the home side wondering what might have been.

Aside from the agonising manner of the defeat, a
major concern for their caretaker manager Mike Phelan,
though, will be an injury to Scotland international
Snodgrass, who had to come off early in the second half.
Phelan, who is hoping to sign goalkeeper David Marshall
from Cardiff City, is desperately short of senior players,

despite the return of defender Harry Maguire from injury.
Hull’s stand-in manager is continuing to have to field

players out of position, with midfielder Jake Livermore
once again filling in as a centre-back, and winger Sam
Clucas figuring in a holding midfield role.  The club’s lack
of signings has been a sore point with supporters, who
have called for owners Assem and Ehab Allam to leave
the club.

ADVERSITY 
Ehab, writing in the match programme, indicated that

a deal has been agreed to sell the club, with a Chinese
consortium led by commercial property investors Dai
Yongge and Dai Xiu Li believed to be taking over, having
been in negotiations for several weeks.

Despite chaos off the pitch, Hull’s players have shown
remarkable strength in adversity on it, withstanding
United’s pressure until the final seconds in torrential rain
in east Yorkshire.

The visitors almost took the lead in the eighth minute,
when Ibrahimovic glanced a header onto the roof of the
net from Anthony Martial’s clever cross.  They found it dif-
ficult to create clear chances after that and Hull did cause
problems at the other end.

Marouane Fellaini conceded a free-kick right on the
edge of the penalty area which Snodgrass, a regular
threat from set-pieces, curled just wide.  United should
have gone in front eight minutes before the interval
when Juan Mata raced past Andrew Robertson and
crossed for Rooney six yards out, but the England cap-
tain’s effort was blocked by Davies, and the visitors’
appeals for handball went unheeded. Ibrahimovic then
backheeled into the side-netting just before half-time,
and United’s search for a goal continued with little suc-
cess for much of the second period. Paul Pogba and sub-
stitute Henrikh Mkhitaryan both had long-range efforts
that missed the target, and the match looked set for a
draw until Rashford’s late intervention. — AFP

Rashford strikes to extend United’s perfect start
Hull City 0

Man Utd 1

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy, left, scores his side’s first goal of the game during their Premier League
soccer match against Swansea City at the King Power Stadium, Leicester, England, yesterday. — AP

LEICESTER: Jamie Vardy scored his first goal of the sea-
son as Leicester energised their Premier League title
defence with a 2-1 win against Swansea in a torrential
thunderstorm yesterday.

Vardy’s 32nd-minute strike gave Claudio Ranieri’s
side a deserved half-time lead and captain Wes Morgan
added the Foxes’ second goal on 52 minutes at the King
Power Stadium. Leroy Fer scored for Swansea with nine
minutes remaining but Leicester stood firm for their first
win of the season despite Foxes winger Riyad Mahrez
having a penalty saved at 2-0.

It was the Algerian’s third failure in his last four
Premier League penalties but it did not cost his side.
After defeat at Hull on the opening day of the season
and a draw with Arsenal last week, this was the perfect
way for Leicester to head into the international break.

Leicester built up a head of steam in the early
exchanges and they won a free-kick just outside the
Swansea area when Federico Fernandez chopped down
Jamie Vardy on his way to goal.

Mahrez struck a shot with his left foot but it crept
just past Lukasz Fabianski’s left-hand post.

The momentum was maintained when Vardy used
pace and strength to get past Kyle Naughton and to the

byline, but the striker’s touch let him down and he con-
ceded a goal-kick with two frustrated team-mates wait-
ing for a cross. Gylfi Sigurdsson had a long-range shot
saved by Kasper Schmeichel in the Swansea goal before
Vardy made up for his earlier frustration with the open-
ing goal. He raced onto a first-time, volleyed pass from
Danny Drinkwater and outmuscled Jordi Amat before
blasting home a shot off Fabianski’s left-hand post.

CRUCIAL CLEARANCE 
Sigurdsson tried his luck again from distance

moments later but this time his effort cleared the cross-
bar. Swansea enjoyed a better spell as half-time
approached and a right-wing cross from Modou Barrow,
which was flicked towards goal by Wayne Routledge,
brought a crucial clearance from Morgan inside his six-
yard box.

But just before half-time Leicester could have dou-
bled their lead when Shinji Okazaki let fly with a right-
footed shot that brought a fine save from Fabianski.

Leicester should have been more than a single goal
clear at half-time but they made their advantage pay
just seven minutes into the second half.

Morgan and Robert Huth leapt to meet a Marc
Albrighton corner and, when the ball dropped for
Morgan, the defender lashed home with a powerful vol-
ley. Swansea rallied briefly with Sigurdsson sending an
effort over the crossbar before Schmeichel raced from
his goal to deny the advancing Fernando Llorente.

But the hosts should have extended their lead
moments later when a clumsy challenge by Amat felled
Okazaki and handed them a penalty.

However, Mahrez’s spot-kick was poor and Fabianski

Vardy helps Leicester 
clinch first win

Leicester 2 

Swansea 1

made a smart save low to his right.
There was a further blow for the Foxes when it

emerged Schmeichel had picked up an injury and the
Dane had to be replaced by summer signing Ron-
Robert Zieler. The Leicester pressure was maintained,
though, and two inviting crosses could have led to
goals. The first was flashed across the face of goal by
Drinkwater but was missed by his team-mates and the
second was bent to the far post by Albrighton but guid-

ed wide by Morgan.
Swansea gave themselves hope with nine minutes

remaining when a cross by Barrow was headed into the
bottom corner by Fer but it was not enough to trigger a
comeback, with Mahrez curling a shot just wide for
Leicester in stoppage-time. With the pitch now close to
unplayable due to the heavy rain, Leicester had a final
chance when substitute Ahmed Musa raced clear but
fired straight at Fabianksi. — AFP



NAIROBI: Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe told African leaders yes-
terday that his country will commit
$30 billion in public and private sup-
port for infrastructure development,
education and healthcare expansion
in the continent. Resource-poor
Japan has long been interested in
tapping Africa’s vast natural
resources, even more so since
dependence on oil and natural gas
imports jumped after the 2011
Fukushima nuclear disaster shut
almost all of Japan’s nuclear reactors.

Abe, in the Kenyan capital Nairobi
to attend the sixth Tokyo
International Conference on African
Development (TICAD), said the pack-
age would be spread over three years
from this year and include $10 billion
for infrastructure projects, to be exe-
cuted through cooperation with the
African Development Bank. “When
combined with investment from the
private sector, I expect that the total
will amount to $30 billion. This is an
investment that has faith in Africa’s
future, an investment for Japan and

Africa to grow together,” he told a
gathering of more than 30 heads of
state and government from across
Africa.

The $30 billion announced yester-
day is in addition to $32 billion that
Japan pledged to Africa over a five-
year period at the last TICAD meeting
in 2013. Abe said 67 percent of that
had already been put to use in vari-
ous projects. “Today’s new pledges
will enhance and further expand
upon those launched three years ago.
The motive is quality and enhance-
ment,” he said.

Japan’s overall direct investment
in Africa totalled $1.24 billion in
2015, down from about $1.5 billion a
year earlier, according to the Japan
External Trade Organization, which
does not provide a breakdown of
sectors.

Its presence in infrastructure proj-
ects ranges from roads, ports and air-
ports to power plants. In comparison,
rival China made a single investment
of $2 billion in oil-rich Equatorial
Guinea in the month of April 2015

alone. A tranche of Japan’s new pack-
age will go towards various power
projects to increase production
capacity by 2,200 megawatts across
the continent, according to the
Japanese Foreign Ministry.

Money will also be spent on train-
ing 20,000 mathematics and science
teachers throughout Africa, as well as
20,000 experts on how to handle
infectious diseases.

Chadian President and current
African Union Chairman Idriss Deby,
attending the summit, urged Tokyo
also to support efforts to tackle a lack
of security, including that arising
from terrorism.

“At the recent African Union
Summit, we did say how it was
important to mobilise the interna-
tional community to counter all these
scourges,” he said. “I urge all our part-
ners, and in particular Japan, to con-
tribute to the African Fund Against
Terrorism that was set up and estab-
lished by the Kigali summit,” Deby
said, in reference to an AU meeting
held in Rwanda in July. — Reuters
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NAIROBI: African head of states with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, front row third left, other leaders and representatives pose for a group photo during the Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD) at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre in Nairobi yesterday. — AP 
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WASHINGTON: Federal Reserve Chair Janet
Yellen said Friday that the case for raising
interest rates has strengthened in light of a
solid job market and an improved outlook for
the US economy and inflation. But she
stopped short of offering any timetable. Yellen
sketched a generally upbeat assessment of
the economy in a speech to an annual confer-
ence of central bankers in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming. She pointed to steady gains in
employment and strength in consumer
spending.

She also noted that while inflation is still
running below the Fed’s 2 percent target, it’s
being depressed mainly by temporary factors.
“In light of the continued solid performance
of the labor market and our outlook for eco-
nomic activity and inflation,” Yellen said, “I
believe the case for an increase (in the Fed’s
benchmark borrowing rate) has strengthened
in recent months.”

Still Yellen declined to hint at whether the
Fed might raise rates at its next policy meet-
ing, Sept. 20-21, or at its subsequent meetings
in early November and mid-December.
Instead, she stressed, as she frequently has,
that the Fed’s rate decisions will depend on
whether the freshest economic data contin-
ues to confirm its outlook.

“As ever,” she said, “the economic outlook is
uncertain, and so monetary policy is not on a
preset course.” Economists took her remarks
to mean that while a rate hike remains possi-
ble at the Fed’s September meeting, it isn’t
necessarily likely.

“We think most officials will want to see
more concrete evidence of a rebound in GDP
growth and a rise in inflation towards the 2
percent target, with a December move still
appearing the most likely outcome,” said
Andrew Hunter, an economist with Capital
Economics.

Hunter pointed to a government report
Friday that the economy, as measured by the
gross domestic product, grew at an anemic
1.1 percent annual rate last quarter as evi-
dence that the Fed likely wants to see
stronger growth. In December, the Fed raised
its benchmark rate modestly in response to a
brighter economic picture, notably a job mar-
ket nearing full health. The rate had been kept
at a record low near zero since the depths of
the 2008 financial crisis.

Additional rate hike
At the time, the Fed foresaw four addition-

al rate increases in 2016. But since then, glob-
al economic pressures, financial market tur-
moil and a brief slump in the US job market
have kept the Fed on the sidelines. Some
economists have said they think conditions
are ripe for the Fed to boost rates next
month. Others say they foresee no action
until December, after the elections, in at the
earliest.

Stanley Fischer, the Fed’s vice chairman
and a close Yellen ally, said after her speech
that in deciding whether to raise rates as soon
as September, policymakers will assess the
August jobs report next Friday to see whether

employment growth maintains its solid pace
of the past three months.

“That will probably weigh in our decision,
along with other data that may come in,”
Fischer said in an interview on CNBC. “We
think the evidence is that the economy has
strengthened.”

Fischer said it was still possible that the
Fed could raise rates twice before year’s end.
But he said that would depend on the
strength of forthcoming economic data.

In her speech, Yellen said the Fed still
believes that future rate increases, whenever
they occur, will be “gradual.” Some have said
that if the Fed does decide to act in
September, it would need to further prepare
investors. After Yellen’s speech, data from the
CME Group indicated that investors foresee
only a 24 percent probability of a rate hike in
September and about a 58 percent chance by
December.

The Fed chair on Friday defended the
extraordinary tools the central bank has used
to support the economy since the 2007-2009
Great Recession. To ease the impact of the
recession, for example, she said the Fed had
effectively used bond purchases to reduce
long-term borrowing rates and had assured
investors that short-term rates would stay low.
But to combat future downturns, she said the
Fed should explore other options, too. She
mentioned raising the Fed’s 2 percent infla-
tion target to give it more leeway or possibly
expanding the types of assets the Fed could
buy beyond Treasurys and mortgage-backed

securities. But she said those options would
require more study.

Yellen said that while the Fed’s support
had been critical in supporting the economy,
political leaders should considering using
the government’s tax and spending powers
as well. She said efforts need to be made, in
particular, to boost the productivity of US
workers. Productivity growth has weakened
sharply in recent years and has been a major
factor in holding the economy back. Yellen
was the lead-off speaker Friday for the annu-
al conference sponsored by the Federal
Reserve Bank of Kansas City. The conference
draws members of the Fed’s board of gover-
nors in Washington, officials from the 12
regional banks and monetary leaders from
around the world.

In advance of Yellen’s speech Friday, sever-
al Fed officials met Thursday with about 120
activists from the Campaign for Popular
Democracy’s Fed Up coalition. The group of
policy activists, labor unions and community
groups has been lobbying the Fed to keep
rates low to allow the economy to strengthen
enough to benefit more Americans.

The group, some wearing T-shirts bearing
the slogan, “We Need a People’s Fed!” posed
questions about economic policy and the
need for diversity to the Fed officials who took
part in the 90-minute discussion. “Our com-
munities are being sacrificed for an inflation
enemy that isn’t here,” said Rod Adams, a com-
munity organizer for Neighborhoods for
Change in Minnesota. — AP

Iraq willing to play

key role in propping

up oil prices

BAGHDAD: Iraq is willing to play an active role within
OPEC to support oil prices, its oil minister Jabar Ali Al-
Luaibi said yesterday, without clarifying whether it was
prepared to back a possible agreement to freeze output.
“Iraq is seeking to play an active role in order to support
oil prices while preserving a share that is proportionate to
its reserves,” the minister said during a visit to the south-
ern oil city of Basra, according to oil ministry spokesman
Asim Jihad.

Iraq wants to “strengthen OPEC’s role in achieving a bal-
ance in the oil market,” Luaibi added, according to the
spokesman, without making it clear whether Iraq would
take part in a possible agreement to freeze output to lift
prices. Members of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries are due to meet informally in Algeria
next month on the sidelines of the International Energy
Forum (IEF). Russia is also expected to attend the IEF. Iraq’s
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi on Tuesday said the coun-
try has not yet reached its full oil market share, suggesting
his government is not willing to restrain crude output.

Iraq, which is OPEC’s second-largest producer, trailing
Saudi Arabia, depends on oil sales for 95 percent of its
public spending and appears set to continue boosting
production, which currently stands at around 4.6 million
barrels per day. Sources in OPEC and the oil industry this
week told Reuters that Iran, OPEC’s third-largest producer,
was sending positive signals that it may support joint
action to prop up the oil market. Tehran refused to join an
attempt in April to freeze output at January levels, scup-
pering those talks because Saudi Arabia said it wanted all
producers to join the initiative. — Reuters 

Yellen keeps markets, businesses guessing

NAIROBI: African head of states with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (center) other leaders and representa-
tives pose for a group photo) at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre in Nairobi yesterday. — AP

Japan pledges $30bn for Africa over next 3 years
Abe says it is investment that has faith in Africa’s future
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 3.011
Indian Rupees 4.500
Pakistani Rupees 2.882
Srilankan Rupees 2.080
Nepali Rupees 2.816
Singapore Dollar 223.790
Hongkong Dollar 38.950
Bangladesh Taka 3.850
Philippine Peso 6.496
Thai Baht 8.748

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.576
Qatari Riyal 83.001
ani Riyal 784.823
Bahraini Dinar 802.440
UAE Dirham 82.266

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 29.975
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.395
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.213
Tunisian Dinar 138.410
Jordanian Dinar 426.370
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.013
Syrian Lira 2.0153
Morocco Dirham 31.590

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.000
Euro 342.320
Sterling Pound 399.400
Canadian dollar 234.290
Turkish lira 102.550

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe
British Pound 0.390957 0.405957
Czech Korune 0.004591 0.016591
Danish Krone 0.041713 0.046713
Euro 0.0335322 0.0344322
Norwegian Krone 0.032658 0.037858
Romanian Leu 0.076291 0.076291
Slovakia 0.008986 0.018986
Swedish Krona 0.031911 0.036911
Swiss Franc 0.306466 0.317468
Turkish Lira 0.097722 0.108022

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.221221 0.233221
New Zealand Dollar 0.213431 0.222931

America
Canadian Dollar 0.227967 0.236967
Georgina Lari 0.136374 0.136374
US Dollars 0.297850 0.302550
US Dollars Mint 0.298350 0.302550

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003298 0.003880
Chinese Yuan 0.043733 0.047233
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036852 0.039602
Indian Rupee 0.004294 0.004683
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024

Japanese Yen 0.002920 0.003100
Kenyan Shilling 0.002973 0.002973
Korean Won 0.000259 0.000274
Malaysian Ringgit 0.071125 0.077125
Nepalese Rupee 0.002802 0.002972
Pakistan Rupee 0.002662 0.002952
Philippine Peso 0.006315 0.006615
Sierra Leone 0.000050 0.000056
Singapore Dollar 0.217752 0.227752
South African Rand 0.016618 0.024118
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001637 0.002217
Taiwan 0.009373 0.009553
Thai Baht 0.008306 0.008856

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.794360 0.802860
Egyptian Pound 0.024588 0.029706
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000180 0.000240
Jordanian Dinar 0.421721 0.430721
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000150 0.000250
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019545 0.043545
Nigerian Naira 0.000312 0.000947
Omani Riyal 0.777866 0.783546
Qatar Riyal 0.082127 0.083577
Saudi Riyal 0.079433 0.080733
Syrian Pound 0.001279 0.001499
Tunisian Dinar 0.134791 0.142791
Turkish Lira 0.097722 0.108022
UAE Dirhams 0.080784 0.082484
Yemeni Riyal 0.001364 0.001444

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 302.200
Canadian Dollr 232.515
Sterling Pound 397.778
Euro 339.193
Swiss Frank 296.575
Bahrain Dinar 798.885
UAE Dirhams 82.505
Qatari Riyals 83.720
Saudi Riyals 81.310
Jordanian Dinar 425.825
Egyptian Pound 33.934
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.077
Indian Rupees 4.499
Pakistani Rupees 2.879
Bangladesh Taka 3.845
Philippines Pesso 6.517
Cyprus pound 159.280
Japanese Yen 3.960
Syrian Pound 2.400
Nepalese Rupees 3.810
Malaysian Ringgit 75.555
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.660
Thai Bhat 9.690
Turkish Lira 102.950

Swiss Franc 314.580
Australian Dollar 231.030
US Dollar Buying 300.800

GOLD
20 Gram 268.860
10 Gram 137.350
5 Gram 69.520

Bayt.com Weekly Report

The Gulf region is seeing an unprece-
dented demand for hospital and med-
ical  ser v ices  due to  an enormous

increase of population, huge healthcare
budgets and heavy investments in the sec-
tor. But in spite of the many positive steps
taken to continually upgrade and meet the
international standards, the industry is set
to face a number of daunting challenges in
the upcoming years.  I n  par t icular,  the
dearth of local supply calls for innovative
strategies and renewed efforts addressing
both the recruitment and retention process
to attract national talents and keep them
on-board. 

Here are three ways from Bayt.com, the
Middle East’s #1 job site, that can help you
hire (and retain) top talent in the healthcare
sector of Kuwait:

1. All eyes on younger generations
Much has been said on how to bridge the

university system with the corporate world and
address the younger generations. But is reach-
ing a young audience that easy? For sure, it
requires a well-designed strategy and multi-
faceted approach. A great move to succeed in
that and raise interest among youth is sending
representatives of your healthcare company to
talk to students. In this way, you can describe
ins and outs of the industry and draw career
prospects offered by your company. Bayt.com
provides you with a series of shortcuts to save
time, and recruiting costs, too. Bayt.com CV
Search is a tool specifically designed to speed
up your research and make well-informed deci-
sions, opening up a window of qualification
criteria to best narrow down your pool of
young talents. To further deepen your research,

you may want to get a stronger sense of what
your potential hires are actually able to do and
what their skills really are. Then, what will give
you a leg up is Bayt.com Test, a virtual platform
where you can have candidates fill out ques-
tionnaires or scored tests as part of the applica-
tion process for quick assessment.

2. Boost the employer brand
Employer branding has recently grown in

popularity as an immediate way to reflect the
company culture and a powerful self-selection
tool of quality candidates. Yet the vast majority
of healthcare organizations fall short on
accomplishing this task as they tend to over-
look its potential in terms of attracting top tal-
ents. But there are some easy steps you can
take today to make an impact tomorrow, and
your recruitment department will thank you

for that. Evaluate your current employer brand-
ing, do an honest assessment of your organiza-
tion, make your own market research and write
down a few action points. What does your
company stand for? What are your missions
and values? What makes working at your com-
pany that special? Starting from these simple
questions you will be able to build a powerful
employer brand. Once you have a clear picture
in mind, Bayt.com Premium Company Profile
will help you make it real in a very easy and
cost-effective way, showcasing what makes
your organization relevant to your target hires
from A to Z.

3. Provide a path to growth 
and career advancement

Bayt.com Career Development in the
Middle East and North Africa survey, January

2016, highlights a gap between development
opportunities offered in companies in the
Middle East and the needs of professionals.
Overall, 85% of respondents claim that career
development is very important to them. Going
forward, the survey shows how necessary is for
employers to recognize the importance of fos-
tering an environment of growth and putting
continuous learning at the forefront of their
organization to bring out the best in their
employees. Companies in the healthcare sec-
tor, too, can retain their top talents by commit-
ting energies and budget to learning and
development through the implementation of
key career advancement opportunities: in-
house training departments, allies with special
training institutions and universities, external
training programs, internal rotational pro-
grams and overseas assignments, etc.

Three recruitment strategies you need to know 

BAGHDAD:  Iraq’s government would consider
selling crude through Iran should talks with the
autonomous Kurdish region on an oil revenue-
sharing agreement fail, a senior oil ministry offi-
cial in Baghdad told Reuters. Iraq’s State Oil
Marketing Organization (SOMO) plans to hold
talks with the Kurdish Regional Government
(KRG), possibly next week, about Iraqi oil export-
ed through Turkey, Deputy Oil Minister Fayadh
Al-Nema said in an interview on Friday evening.

“If the negotiations come to a close” without
an agreement “we will start to find a way in
order to sell our oil because we need money,
either to Iran or other countries”, he said by
telephone.

Iraq, OPEC’s second-largest producer after
Saudi Arabia, depends on oil sales for 95 percent
of its public income. Its economy is reeling
under the double impact of low oil prices and
the war against Islamic State militants. The
Kurdistan region produces around 500,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) on its territory and exports
those volumes via Turkey.  Baghdad would not
be able to reroute those volumes to Iran but
could order shipments of some 150,000 bpd via
Iran that are being produced in the nearby
province of Kirkuk.

An agreement between Iran and Iraq could
function in a similar fashion as oil-swap deals
Tehran has had with Caspian Sea nations,
according to an oil official who asked not to be
identified.

Iran would import Iraqi oil to its refineries and

export an equivalent amount of its own crude
on behalf of Baghdad from Iranian ports on the
Gulf. Iraq has ports on the Gulf but they are not
linked to the northern Kirkuk fields by pipeline.
Iraq’s state-run North Oil Company resumed
pumping crude through the Kurdish-controlled
pipeline to Turkey last week as “a sign of good-
will to invite them (the Kurds) to start negotia-
tions,” Nema said.

He said pumping had resumed on the
instruction of Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi
following “some understanding” between
Baghdad and Erbil. Abadi said on Tuesday the
decision had been made to avoid damage to
reservoirs. The flow of crude extracted from
Kirkuk by North Oil and pumped in the pipeline
has been running at about 75,000 bpd since last
week, or half the rate before it was halted in
March, Nema said.

Should there be an agreement with the
Kurds, flow through the pipeline would be
increased to more than 100,000 bpd, not to the
previous level of 150,000 bpd, he added. Nema
said about 20,000 bpd would be supplied to
the refinery of Suleimaniya, in the Kurdish
region, and 30,000 bpd would be refined locally
in Kirkuk.

The pipeline carries crude to the
Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, where the Kurds
have been selling it independently on the inter-
national market, along with oil produced in their
northern region.

The Kurdish government has been calling on

Baghdad since March to resume the pumping of
Kirkuk crude in full to help Erbil fund its war
against Islamic State. Sources in Erbil have said
splitting the Kirkuk flows would divide the Kurds
and complicate the task of fighting the ultra-
hardline militants.

A KRG spokesman in June told Reuters the
Kurds are ready to strike an agreement with
Baghdad if it guarantees them monthly revenue
of $1 billion, more than double what they make
currently from selling their own oil. The dispute
revolves around Kurdish oil exports that
Baghdad wants to bring under its control.

“If Baghdad comes and says ‘OK, give me all
the oil that you have and I’ll give you the 17 per-
cent as per the budget’, which equals to 1 billion,
I think, logically it should be the thing to accept,”
KRG spokesman Safeen Dizayee said in June.

“Whether this oil goes to the international
market or first to Baghdad and then to the mar-
ket, it doesn’t make any difference,” he added.
“We are ready to enter dialogue with Baghdad.”
The Kurdish government stopped delivering
crude oil to the central government about a year
ago, a decision taken when Baghdad’s payment
fell under $400 million a month, Dizayee said.

It is also in a dispute with the central gov-
ernment over Kirkuk, where North Oil produces
its crude and which the Kurds claim as part of
their territory. The Kurds took control of the
region two years ago, after the Iraqi army disin-
tegrated when Islamic State overran a third of
the country. — Reuters 

TUNIS: Tunisia’s Parliament has approved
Youssef Chahed as prime minister along
with a new government focused on
boosting the economy and fighting ter-
rorism.

Chahed’s Cabinet was confirmed on
Friday night in a 167-22 vote with five
abstentions. The government has more
women and younger politicians in its mix,
but it retains previous ministers in the key
posts of defense, interior and foreign
affairs.

The 41-year-old Chahed, a member of
the president’s Nida Tounes party, was
appointed after last month’s collapse of
the previous government. Since its 2011
revolution, Tunisia has struggled with
soaring unemployment and a slump in
tourism fol lowing last  year ’s  Is lamic
extremist attacks on a beach resort and
museum that killed some 60 people.

Reducing deficits and reviving tourism
pose major challenges for the new gov-
ernment, while the production of a key
export, phosphate, has shrunk 60 percent

since the Arab Spring. The new finance
minister, 55-year-old state bank director
Lamia Zribi, is one of eight women in the
Cabinet. Chahed pledged to fight corrup-
tion and ordered all ministers to declare
their assets within two weeks. The prime
minister said security efforts would be ful-
ly funded and the government would
focus on cutting off  extremists’ own
sources of finance.

Critics warned that the new govern-
ment, with 40 ministers and junior minis-
ters, would be too big and wasteful at a
time of budget austerity, increasing risks
that the country could become depend-
ent on support from the International
Monetary Fund.

Chahed called for national unity after a
rocky transition to democracy and said
citizens people must make sacrifices to
improve the economy. “We must mobilize
ourselves to save Tunisia so that democra-
cy succeeds, and to give new hope to the
youth and all  Tunisians,” he said to a
standing ovation from lawmakers. —AP

Iraq plans to sell oil through 
Iran if talks with Kurds fail

Kirkuk exports resumed last week at around 75,000 bpd

JUBA: The government of South Sudan, whose
economy has been ravaged by years of war, has
adopted an ambitious budget for 2016-2017 of
around one billion dollars, three times as big as
the previous year’s. “The purpose of this budget
is to implement the peace agreement,”
Information Minister Michael Makuei told AFP
on Friday, referring to a deal signed in August
2015.

The budget proposal has yet to be approved
by parliament, but it will likely be accepted as
most of the world’s newest nation’s lawmakers
are loyal to President Salva Kiir’s government.

Adopted on Thursday by the government, the 30
billion South Sudanese pound ($1 billion, 0.9 bil-
lion euro) draft was delayed earlier this summer
by a spike in violence, the latest upsurge in two-
and-a-half years of war. It is not yet clear howev-
er where South Sudan will find the funds it
would need to finance the budget, as fighting
continues in parts of the country, leaving key
trading routes to the capital blocked.

Asked about the possible sources of funding,
the information minister told AFP: “We know
where we will get the money. You need not to
know where we can get the money.”

Makuei added: “The budget is higher than
that of last year simply because last year there
was no agreement on implementation” of a
peace deal. South Sudan’s economy, ravaged by
a civil war that erupted in 2013, was further
damaged by a wave of clashes in July that pitted
President Kiir’s troops against the former vice
president Riek Machar’s forces in the capital
Juba.    At least 300 people were killed in the lat-
est violence, and more than 60,000 forced to flee
the country.  Among those who escaped were
many of the nation’s traders and bankers, lead-
ing many businesses to close.  —AFP

DETROIT:  Allegations that Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles falsified US sales data are mer-
itless and the company’s financial reports
are “totally accurate,” chief executive Sergio
Marchionne told repor ters  Fr iday.
Marchionne said the FCA is cooperating
with authorities from the Securities and
Exchange Commission and the Just ice
Department probing the company’s report-
ing after it was forced to restate unit sales
for the past five years last month, revising

the way it counted vehicle turnover. The
move came after  a  Fiat  Chr ysler  dealer
group sued the company over i ts  sales
reporting practices, which one said amount-
ed to fraud.

The SEC is investigating whether FCA
deliberately misstated the sales numbers,
but Marchionne insisted there was no intent
to deceive.

“The (sales reporting) system goes back
to the 1980s. We inherited it” when Fiat took

over Chrysler, Marchionne told reporters
during a visit to an FCA stamping plant in
the Detroit suburbs.

“We kept on applying the system that has
been applied for nearly 40 years,” he said. “I
make no bones about it. We picked it up in
2009.” He rejected the suggestions in some
media reports that there was anything more
serious. 

“The allegations are ultimately trivial,”
Marchionne said. “The press started to read

into the allegations all kinds of things and
one has to be careful in accepting them at
face value.”

“The important thing to remember is that
our financial numbers are totally accurate,”
he said. 

“We look forward to having that conver-
sation with the SEC and we’ll take it from
there.”  Marchionne also said FCA has not yet
found a partner to build small and mid-sized
passenger cars.  He announced back in

January that FCA planned to shift more of its
production capacity to building trucks and
sport utility vehicles, which are more popu-
lar with American consumers than passen-
ger cars. Marchionne also declined to com-
ment on reports that FCA’s component unit
Magneti Marelli will be sold to South Korea’s
Samsung.“ I  don’t  want to comment on
Magneti Marelli,” he said. “I have said long
term Magneti Marelli would benefit from
being outside Fiat.” — AFP

TUNIS: New Tunisian Finance Minister Lamia Zribi, center top, sits with Tunisian
Prime Minister Youssef Chahed, right front row, at the Parliament in Tunis on Friday
ahead of a confidence vote. Chahed, 41, was minister for local affairs in the govern-
ment of Habib Essid that fell last month. —AP 

Tunisia’s new government 
seeks stronger economy 

Fiat chief rejects complaints over US sales data

S Sudan wants big budget despite economy in ruins



B U S I N E S S
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

NEW YORK: America has a debt problem, but it’s not
what you think. Yes, the federal government owes tril-
lions of dollars more than it did a few years ago. Yes,
Americans are still struggling to pay off mortgages and
student loans. But it’s the buildup in debt elsewhere that
is most worrying some experts, and the big borrower
this time may come as a surprise: Corporate America.

You might think big US companies, if anything, have
been too conservative with their finances. They’ve collec-
tively hoarded hundreds of billions of dollars in cash,
instead of spending it to hire workers or expand their
operations.

The reality is different, and more worrisome. Much of
the cash is held by just a precious few companies, while
debt is ballooning at other, weaker businesses as
investors desperate for income rush to lend to them.
These investors could face losses, perhaps steep, if eco-
nomic growth falters. The broader economyis also vul-
nerable because companies with more debt have to cut
back further and lay off more whenever downturns hit.

“There’s a misconception that companies are swim-
ming in cash,” says Andrew Chang, a director at S&P
Global Ratings. “They’re actually drowning in debt.”

It turns out there’s a wealth gap among companies,
just like among people. Of the $1.8 trillion in cash that’s
sitting in US corporate accounts, half of it belongs to just
25 of the 2,000 companies tracked by S&P Global
Ratings. Outside of Apple, Google and the rest of the cor-
porate 1 percent, cash has been falling over the last two
years even as debt has been rising. It now covers only
$15 of every $100 they owe, less than it did even during
the financial crisis in 2008 when finances were crum-
bling. You don’t have to look hard to find other signs of

trouble. The number of companies that have defaulted
so far this year has already passed the total for all of last
year, which itself had the most since the financial crisis.
Even among companies considered high-quality, or
investment grade, credit-rating agencies say a record
number are so stretched financially that they’re one bad
quarter or so from being downgraded to “junk” status.

Companies whose debt is already deemed “junk” are
in the worst shape in years. To pay back all they owe,
they would have to set aside every dollar of their operat-
ing earnings over the next eight and a half years, more
than twice as long as it would have taken during the
2008 crisis, according to Bank of America Merrill Lynch.

The problem with high debt is it leaves less wiggle
room for even seemingly well-run companies if things go
wrong. In March, S&P cut its ratings on Macy’s to BBB,
two notches above junk, as competition from internet
retailers continues to dig into the department store
chain’s sales. The company’s debt, net of cash, has risen
over the past three years. Meanwhile, it has spent $5.2
billion buying its own stock, or $1.4 billion more than
those shares are worth now, according to data provider
FactSet. Companies often buy their shares and take them
off the market to goose their earnings per share, a widely
watched measure of success.

Oil company Hess was also recently downgraded,
mostly because of a plunge in oil prices beyond its
control. But its own moves hurt, too. Instead of whit-
tling away at its debt with the cash it raised in recent
years from selling parts of its business, it has spent bil-
lions buying its stock. Moody’s Investors Service cited
Hess’ heavy debt burden when it downgraded the
company. — AP

KUWAIT: During a distinctive celebration,
National Agencies Group, a subsidiary of
Abdulaziz Al-Ali  Al-Mutawa Group of
Companies and the authorized distributor of
KIA Motors in Kuwait - launched the All-New
Cadenza 2017, the latest innovation of the
giant Korean automotive company.

An elite group of guests and press repre-
sentatives attended the launching ceremony,
namely, H.E. YOO Yeonchul; Ambassador of
the Republic of Korea to Kuwait, Pavol Svetik,
Ambassador of the Republic of Slovakia to
Kuwait,  Soon Nam Lee; President of KIA
Motors Middle East and Africa Regional HQ &
JP Lee, Assistant GM, Kia HQ for the Middle
East & Africa. 

Ahmad Abdulaziz Al-Ali  Al-Mutawa,
Chairman and CEO of Abdulaziz Al-Ali Al-
Mutawa Group of Companies welcomed the
guests and praised the support provided by
KIA Motors being a global and creative role
player in promoting the company success in
both domestic and global markets.

The all-new luxury sedan, was unveiled
within an ingenuity ambience. The new car
was fully designed at KIA Motors design stu-
dio in California - United States - through a
creative vision unveiling a new era of design
standards. This vision has achieved an
unprecedented success as seen in the all-new
KIA Cadenza, that combines all the elements
aspired by luxury and beauty lovers.

Omar Gabr, KIA Kuwait Brand Manager.
Commented on the event, saying: “From the
very first glance, the all-new KIA Cadenza
mesmerizes all senses, it is stunning from the
outside, impressive from the inside, impecca-
bly manufactured and fully loaded with
super-luxury, technology state of the art spec-
ifications. I t ’s well worth to be called “A
Masterpiece of Our Time”, with its dynamic
engineering driven by creativity, I am confi-
dent that it will capture great success among
luxury car lovers.”

Exterior design 
The All-New KIA Cadenza 2017 entirely

represents the futuristic design philosophy of
the new KIA generations, outlined by the
Chief Design Officer, Peter Schreyer focusing
on “the simplicity of the straight line”, span-
ning along the body length and reflects a
sleek profile along with an accentuated visual
link matching the Z-shaped headlights and
elegant LED taillights in a perfectly balanced
proportion that visually shears away the sur-
face area giving the car unprecedented
aspects of modernity and sophistication.

The newly designed front fascia keeps
pace with the Cadenza’s modern persona.
While the design of the “Tiger Nose” remains
unmistakable as a KIA trait, the front grille has
been distinctively evolved to a more concave
look bending inwards to give an overall
appearance of more confidence and elegance

reflected in new diamond hexagonal shape.
The uniquely designed front and rear lights
add more beauty to the overall shape, thanks
to the intelligent LED technology inside the
“Piano Key” taillights that helps create a visual
depth while also complementing the Z-shape
lighting signature. The Exterior is further
enhanced by the chrome garnish accents
extending on the luggage compartment, rear
mirrors and windows.

The All-New KIA Cadenza 2017 offers
entirely ideal optimized dimensions, where
the new model is slightly 20 mm wider and 5
mm lower in height. The front and rear wheel
base distance are stretched by 945 mm to
increase the legroom for passengers in the
rear seats. The roofline is also increased by
500 mm at the rearward giving the Cadenza a
sportier profile along with a choice of 17, 18,
and 19 inches alloy wheels. 

Interior design
The interior is thoughtfully re-designed

with full attention to details professionally
crafted using the finest materials.  The
Cadenza’s interior cabin design focused on
visual widening with a wraparound dash-
board that flows into the door panels decorat-
ed with soft materials featuring real elegant
stitching. Quality “Nappa” leather is used to
buyers’ choice available with quilted seats
accented by engineered stitching that dresses
up the Cadenza’s already attractive cabin.
Towards ensuring a more pleasant driving
experience, the front and back seats have
been lowered by 10 mm for a more natural
and comfortable sitting giving the driver a
sleek and stable sportier driving experience.
The innovative cushion extension mechanism
that slides and rotates, makes it easier for
drivers to find their comfort zone behind the
wheel.  The seats re-conditioning technology
engineering provide a more balanced distri-
bution and better control through the intelli-

gent automatic adjusting temperature control
system. The cockpit is loaded with state-of-
the-art technologies taking into account the
ease of interaction between the passengers,
equipment and the smart design fulfilling
passengers requirements.

Modern equipment
The 2017 Cadenza cabin is home to

advanced equipment for an improved driving
experience including a Head Up Display sys-
tem “HUD” which shows key driver informa-
tion such as speed, locations positioning and
turn-by-turn navigation directions on the
windshield directly in the driver’s line of sight.
In addition to a standard 6 inches high-defini-
tion screen equipped with cameras displaying
a 360 comprehensive surround view. Other
new features in the Cadenza include a Smart
Trunk which conveniently opens the trunk lid
if the sensor detects the driver’s key for more
than three seconds, in addition to a wireless
charger for smartphones, an optional 12-
speaker “Harman / Kardon(r)” audio system
with Clari-Fi(tm)6 music restoration technolo-
gy and a dual-zone climate control system.

Safety systems
The body structure is composed of 51 per-

cent Advanced High Strength Steel (AHSS), a
significant increment on that of the current
model, thanks to the increased use of struc-
tural adhesive and hot-stamped components.
The new overall chassis is lighter through the
use of aluminum instead of steel in certain
areas such as the front steering knuckles. The
front and rear sub-frames are retuned with
larger bushings to improve lateral stiffness,
noise, vibration and harshness characteristics
“NVH”. The Amplitude Selective Damping
(ASD) shock absorbers are enhanced by a
Hydraulic Rebound Stopper (HRS) which
works to provide a smoother ride over harsh
or broken surfaces. The All-New Cadenza also
includes a package of smart technology sys-
tems and interactive to help the driver and
enhance safety elements through the “Drive
Wise” concept including a lane departure
warning system (LDWS), Advanced Smart
Cruise Control system (ASCC), Smart Blind
Spot Detection system (SPSD), Lane Change
Assistant system (LCA), Rear Cross Traffic Alert
(RCTA), steering wheel controls, speed shift
paddles and rain detection sensors and many
more.

Performance
The All-New Cadenza 2017 comes with two

engines choices; a 6 speed mated Multi Point
Injection 3.3-liter petrol with 270 hp under
the hood and an 8 speed GDI Direct Injection
3.3-liter petrol engine with 284 hp and a FWD
transmission. Both engines have been devel-
oped for improved performance and reduced
fuel consumption levels.

National Agencies Group launches 
the all-new KIA Cadenza 2017 
Omar Gabr: It deserves to be called ‘A Masterpiece of Our Time’

WASHINGTON:  The world’s key cen-
tral banks have worked themselves
into contortions to try to rev up eco-
nomic growth, raise inflation and coax
consumers and businesses to borrow
and spend more.

They’ve pumped trillions into finan-
cial systems and driven interest rates
about as low as they can go - even
below zero in Europe and Japan. Yet
after several years, the results are ...
meh. As central bankers meet this
week at an annual conference in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, the global
landscape remains bleak. Growth is
sluggish. Inflation barely registers.
Businesses won’t invest. And con-
sumers remain mostly hunkered down
eight years after a financial crisis that
jolted central banks to take radical
steps in the first place.

Far from stepping up spending,
many people and businesses have
instead been saving money despite
essentially zero interest. Economists
warn that the easy-money policies are
losing effectiveness over time - and
might even make things worse.

“It’s pushing on a string if you’re try-
ing to get people who are already liv-
ing in a borderline recession economy,
who are already up to their eyeballs in

debt, to borrow more,” says Mark Blyth,
a professor of international political
economy at Brown University. The cen-
tral banks’ extraordinary efforts weren’t
meant to be permanent. They were
designed to restore confidence in a
banking system that was teetering in
2008 and then to counter the deepest
recession since the 1930s.

By all accounts, they managed to
ease panic and rescue the world’s
advanced economies. But the United
States, and especially Europe and
Japan, haven’t been able to ignite bor-
rowing and spending and restore their
economies to full health.

The International Monetary Fund
foresees sluggish growth in each econ-
omy this year: 2.2 percent in America,
0.3 percent in Japan and a collective
1.6 percent in the 19 countries that use
the euro currency. Consider inflation:
The Federal Reserve, the European
Central Bank and the Bank of Japan are
all aiming at the same target: 2 percent
inflation. They keep missing. Prices are
barely rising in Europe and America.
They’re falling in Japan. Rising prices
are important because they get people
to spend to avoid having to pay higher
prices later and thereby fuel economic
growth. But consumers and businesses

aren’t acting as if they expect prices to
rise. They’re acting as if hard times, low
prices and cheap loans are here to stay.
In the United States, business invest-
ment has fallen for three straight quar-
ters. That’s one reason economic
growth has remained subpar since late
2015. American consumers are saving
more and charging less on credit cards
than they did before the 2007-2009
Great Recession.

Assessing the Fed’s efforts, Charles
Sweat, president of First Peoples Bank
of Pine Mountain, Georgia, says: “I don’t
know it’s done as much to stimulate
additional borrowing as it was
designed to do.” Sweat notes that
many Georgia households are still
recovering from the financial crisis,
paying debts and rebuilding savings.
He also says regulations enacted after
the crisis have made it harder to bor-
row: Processing a mortgage now takes
up to 60 days, twice what it used to.
Still, the Fed may feel confident
enough in the economy to resume
raising rates when it meets next
month. Whatever its other problems,
the US economy is generating enough
jobs - nearly 2.5 million over the past
year - to lower the unemployment rate
to a healthy 4.9 percent. — AP

The hidden risk to economy in 
corporate balance sheets 

Bold moves, tepid gains: 
Have CBss met their limit? 
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NEW YORK: Stocks ended mostly lower
on Friday after Federal Reserve officials
said the case has strengthened for rais-
ing interest rates above the super-low
levels that have helped fuel a seven-
year bull market. Major US indexes ini-
tially climbed after a speech by Fed
Chair Janet Yellen that was bullish on
the economy but gave no timetable for
future rate increases. Then investors
began to have second thoughts, won-
dering if an increase was possible as
early as next month, and buyers turned
to sellers.

By the close of trading, seven of the
10 sectors of the Standard and Poor’s
500 index had fallen, led by a 2.1 per-
cent drop in utilities. Investors frustrated
with low-yielding bonds have flocked to
utilities for their steady dividends, but
higher rates would make those stocks
less attractive. The S&P 500 slipped 3.43
points, or 0.2 percent, to 2,169.04. The
Dow Jones industrial average fell 53.01
points, or 0.3 percent, to 18,395.40. The
Nasdaq composite rose 6.71 points, or
0.1 percent, to 5,218.92. In her speech in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, Yellen noted
that the Fed is moving toward raising
interest rates in light of a solid job mar-
ket and an improved outlook for the
economy. But she stopped short of sig-
naling when the next rate hike might be.

Stocks climbed as investors per-
ceived her comments as “dovish,” mean-
ing a continuation of the easy money
policies. Yields on government bonds
fell. But by the end of the day both
stocks and bonds had reversed, with the
yield on the 10-year Treasury note rising
to 1.62 percent from 1.58 percent late
Thursday.

Perhaps helping the turn of senti-
ment were comments on CNBC from
Fed Vice Chair Stanley Fischer suggest-
ing the central bank could raise rates
twice before year’s end, instead of once
in December as many investors had
been expecting.

Lisa Kopp, senior vice president at US
Bank Wealth Management, said she was-
n’t surprised by the selling given the “jit-
teriness” in the markets. “Anything that’s
not going to be straight-out dovish is
going to be disappointing,” she said.
Yellen’s speech on Friday notwithstand-
ing, not everyone is convinced a rate

hike is coming soon.    “She suggests
the economy is improving, but the GDP
numbers for the past three quarters are
closer to 1 percent than three percent,”
said Bruce Bittles, chief investment
strategist at RW Baird.  “That is very
anemic.”

A report early in the day from the
Commerce Department showed GDP, or
gross domestic product, for the second
quarter rose by a revised 1.1 percent,
slightly lower than initially forecast.

Since exiting the recession in the
summer of 2009, the U.S. economy has
been growing sluggishly, making it the
slowest recovery since World War II.

Among stocks making moves on
Friday, Herbalife fell $1.43, or 2.3 per-
cent, to $60.50 after news reports that
that Carl Icahn, the company’s biggest
shareholder and defender, has been try-
ing to unload his stake in the embattled
company. After trading closed, Icahn
said the reports were wrong and, in fact,
he has bought more shares.

Design software company Autodesk
jumped $5.17, or 8 percent, to $68.87
after reporting a small profit, beating
expectations of a loss. Earnings per
share for companies in the S&P 500
index are expected to fall 1.8 percent in
the second quarter, according to S&P
Global Market Intelligence. That would
be the fourth quarter in a row of drops.

In overseas markets, Britain’s FTSE
100 rose 0.3 percent, Germany’s DAX
gained 0.6 percent and France’s CAC 40
climbed 0.8 percent.

In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei 225 fell 1.2 per-
cent after consumer prices fell the most
in three years in July. Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng index rose 0.4 percent. Benchmark
US crude oil rose 31 cents to close at
$47.64 a barrel. Brent crude, used to
price oil internationally, rose 25 cents to
close at $49.92 a barrel.

Wholesale gasoline was little
changed at $1.52 a gallon, heating oil
slipped 1 cent to $1.50 a gallon and nat-
ural gas rose 2.5 cents to $2.871 per
1,000 cubic feet. The dollar rose to
101.86 yen from 100.57 yen the previous
day. The euro fell  to $1.1183 from
$1.1281. Gold rose $1.30 to $1,325.90 an
ounce, silver rose 13 cents to $18.75 an
ounce and copper was little changed at
$2.08 a pound. —AP

The New York Stock Exchange is shown in a file photo. — AP

US stocks end lower 

after Yellen speech

WALL STREET WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) ended
last week in the red zone. The Price Index closed
at 5,428.91 points, down by 0.79 percent from
the week before closing, the Weighted Index

decreased by 0.80  percent after closing at
348.37 points,  whereas the KSX-15 Index
closed at 808.96 points down by 0.89 percent.
Fur thermore,  last  week ’s  average dai ly

turnover decreased by 11.64 percent, com-
pared to the preceding week, reaching KD 6.44
million, whereas trading volume average was
50.27 million shares, recording a decrease of
25.77 percent.

The three stock market indices closed in the
red zone for the second consecutive week as a
result to the continued control of the random
selling operations over the trading activity, as it
included many of the previously traded stocks
during the last week, headed by the leading and
operational stocks, which negatively affected all
the market indices, especially the KSX-15 Index
that was the most losing one compared to the
Price and Weighted indices.

As per the daily trading activity for the KSE
during the last week, the market witnessed in
the first session of the week a grouped decline
for the three indices influenced by the increased
selling operations on the small-cap stocks, espe-
cially the stocks of market value below its par
and book value, in addition to the random sell-
ing operations concentrated on some leading
stocks after it reached high levels in the previous
session, mostly the Banks stocks.  Also, the mar-
ket continued in recording grouped losses for
the three indices in the next session amid a fluc-
tuated performance with a downward trend,
whereas the market was subject to the oil prices
decrease and the GCC stock markets drop, and it
witnessed an increased selling operations, which
caused it to lose more than KD100 million of its
market cap compared to the previous session.

On the mid-week session, the market was
able to realize a limited increase for the three
indices to return once again to the green zone,
supported by the last minute trades of the ses-
sion that witnessed random purchasing opera-
tions included many stocks and concentrated
on the leading and operational stocks, especial-
ly after the noticeable declines witnessed in the
previous session which enabled the market
after all from realizing some gains.  Moreover,
the market returned in the last two sessions of
the week to record losses once again affected
by the profit collection operations in light of
the relatively weak trading activity, amid a
return of the selling pressures in controlling the
trading direction.

By the end of the last week, the market capi-
talization reached KD 23.38 billion down by 0.78
percent compared to its level in a week earlier,
whereas it reached then KD 23.57 billion, howev-
er on the annual level, the market cap for the
listed companies in KSE declined by 7.45 percent
from its value at end of 2015, where it reached
then KD 25.27 billion.

As far as KSE annual performance, the price
index ended last week recording 3.32 percent
annual loss compared to its closing in 2015,
while the weighted index decreased by 8.73
percent, and the KSX-15 recorded 10.16 per-
cent loss.

Sectors’ Indices
Ten of KSE’s sectors ended last week in the

red zone, while the other two recorded increas-
es. The Oil & Gas sector headed the losers list as
its index declined by 1.84 percent to end the
week’s activity at 769.44 points. The
Telecommunication sector was second on the
losers’ list, which index declined by 1.57 percent,
closing at 582.64 points, followed by the
Industrial sector, as its index closed at 1,158.10
points at a loss of 1.42 percent. The Consumer
Goods sector was the least declining as its index
closed at 1,219.23 points with a 0.21 percent
decrease. 

On the other hand, last week’s highest gainer
was the Health Care sector, achieving 2.11 per-
cent growth rate as its index closed at 1,070.78
points. Whereas, in the second place, the
Insurance sector’s index closed at 1,003.90
points recording 0.32 percent increase. 

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a

total trade volume of around 114.74 million
shares changing hands during last week, repre-
senting 45.65 percent of the total market trad-
ing volume. The Banks sector was second in
terms of trading volume as the sector’s traded
shares were 16.98 percent of last week’s total
trading volume, with a total of around 42.67
million shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sector’s stocks
were the highest traded in terms of value; with
a turnover of around KD 15 million or 46.61 per-
cent of last week’s total market trading value.
The Financial Services sector took the second
place as the sector’s last week turnover was
approx. KD 6.08 million representing 18.90 per-
cent of the total market trading value.-Prepared
by the Studies & Research Department, Bayan
Investment Co.   

Kuwait stocks end week in red zone
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KUWAIT: According to the latest demograph-
ics and labor force statistics issued by the
Public Authority for Civil Information (PACI),
Kuwait ’s  total  population has reached
approximately 4.330 million in the end of
June 2016. This means the population grew
in half a year by 2.2 percent from its total in
the end of 2015 (4.4 percent anticipated
annual growth).  The total  population
increased by 3.6 percent in 2015 versus 3.2
percent, 3.7 percent, and 3.4 percent in the
years 2014, 2013, and 2012 respectively. The
absolute increase of population in half a year
scored 91.3 thousand vis-a-vis 147 thousand
increase for the entire 2015. The Kuwaitis
increased by 14 thousand, 1.1 percent, (2.2
percent anticipated annual growth) during
the first half of 2016 bringing their total to
1.322 million. As such, Kuwaitis percentage
out of the total population dropped from
30.8 percent in the end of 2015 to about 30.5
percent in the latest census. Kuwaiti females
which total 673.4 thousand outnumber that
of 648.2 thousand males. The number of non-
Kuwaitis increased by about 77.3 thousand, a
2.6 percent growth rate bringing their total
for the first time to over 3 million (3.009 mil-
lion) with an annual compound growth rate
of 4 percent during the years 2006- June
2016. Total number of workers in Kuwait
scored approximately 2.645 million workers,
or about 61.1 percent of the total population.
For Kuwaitis this percentage formed 33.4 per-
cent of the total Kuwaiti population. But the
non-Kuwaiti workers’ percentage out of non-
Kuwaiti population amounted to 73.3 per-
cent. The Kuwaiti labor force percentage, out
of total  number of workers in Kuwait,
dropped from 16.9 percent in 2015 to 16.7
percent in June 2016. Proportion of female
workers in the total Kuwaiti workforce rose to
approximately 48 percent in the end of the
first half of this year (47.5 percent in the end
of 2015). Female workers percentage formed
26.1 percent out of the total labor force in
Kuwait. Number of Kuwaiti workers during
the first half of this year increased by 5.2
thousand workers bringing their number to
about 441.1 thousand workers up from 435.9
thousand in the end of 2015. About 337
thousand of them, 76.4 percent, work for the
government. Jobs for Kuwaitis outside the
government declined by 3464 jobs, -3.7 per-
cent during half a year (-7.4 percent on annu-
al basis). We believe the reason underlying
this retreat is the tracking of some violating
companies which appoint fake laborers and
contracts. 

It is believed that Kuwaitis unveiled unem-
ployment increased to about 15 thousand,
3.4 percent, out of the total Kuwaiti labor
force on 30/06/2016 (2.7 percent in the end
of 2015). Total number of workers, Kuwaitis
and non-Kuwaitis, in the public sector scored
about 481.7 thousand, 11.1 percent, of the
total number of the population. Kuwaitis
recorded 70 percent of the total labor force in
the public sector. 

Results by listed companies
The number of listed companies that offi-

cially announced results of their operations
for the first half of 2016 was 170 companies,
91.9 percent of the 185 listed companies
after excluding the suspended, and compa-
nies with different fiscal years. The net profits
of those companies scored KD 890.3 million,
less by -8.7 percent than profits of the same
companies in the first half of 2015, which was
KD 975.4 million. When we compare profits of
the second quarter with profits of the same
sample in the first quarter, that reached KD
422.3 million we note they dropped by -9.8
percent. 7 sectors out of 12 active sectors
achieved an increase in their profits vis-a-vis
the first half of 2015. The telecommunica-
tions sector took the lead and increased its
profits from KD 117.3 million to KD 121.7 mil-

lion. The industry sector, which increased its
profits from KD 106.3 million to KD 110.6 mil-
lion, came second  and the consumer goods
sector came third and increased its profits
from about KD  36.4 million to KD 40 million.
While the profit of the financial services sec-
tor dropped from KD 100.9 million to about
KD 42 million. Next in retreat was the real
estate sector whose profits declined from KD
97.7 million to KD 62.7 million.  Results of the

f i rst  hal f  of  the current  year  indicate
improvement in the per formance of 82
companies: 69 companies increased their
profits and 13 companies reduced their
losses or turned into profits (48.2 percent of
the companies  which announced their
results achieved progress in their perform-
ance). 88 companies achieved less perform-
ance, 78 companies that achieved less prof-
its, and 10 companies changed from profits
into losses. The top 10 companies in profits
achieved the highest value in profits by KD
556.2 million, 62.5 percent of total absolute
profits, led by “NBK” by about KD 150.6 mil-
lion. “Ahli United Bank-Bahrain” came sec-
ond by KD 90.9 million. “Zain” came third in
profits by KD 82 million. “KFH” came forth
by KD 70.9 million. 

On the other hand, the top 10 companies
in absolute losses scored KD 37.8 million and
“Al-Mal Investment Co” scored the highest
losses by KD 13.8 million and the “National
Industries Group Holding came second in
losses by about KD 4.4 million. 

Real Estate Buildings and Units  
In accordance with the latest issue of the

Public Authority of Civil Information’s Guide

for Buildings and Units, total number of
buildings in Kuwait in the end of June 2016
scored about 196.5 thousand buildings
(195.6 thousand buildings in the end of
2015), a growth rate by 0.5 percent, (1 per-
cent on annual basis), which is less than the
growth rate recorded in the end of 2015 com-
pared with the end of 2014, which scored 2
percent. Buildings are divided into different
units which numbered about 679.6 thousand

units in the end of June 2016 (673.7 thousand
units in the end of 2015), reflecting 0.9 per-
cent rise (1.8 percent on annual basis). The
compound growth rate for the number of
total units during the period from 2006 to
June 2016 scored 2.6 percent while the com-
pound growth rate in the number of build-
ings for the same period scored 1.6 percent.
This confirms a continued trend in reducing
units’ areas within each building.  

This means the change in the demand
pattern continued in the same pattern, per-
haps due to high land prices and the high
rental level. Most buildings in Kuwait are
used for residence and form about 68.3 per-
cent of the total number of buildings. The
units assigned for both housing and work
come next and f inally those which are
assigned for work only. 

Percentage of vacant buildings dropped
slightly in the first half of the year, as per PACI
figures, and scored 12 percent and numbered
approximately 23.5 thousand buildings out of
a total of 196.5 thousand buildings (23.7
thousand vacant buildings, out of a total of
195.6 thousand buildings in the end of 2015,
i.e. 12.1 percent. The following table shows
the number of buildings and their type of use

as per governorates as of June 30, 2016. 
According to PACI statistics, apartments

form the majority of units and comprised
46.7 percent of the total, followed by houses
by 22.4 percent, then shops by 17.7 percent.
Apartments and houses sectors maintained
regular increase in their shares since 2006
until June 2016 contrary to the percentage of
annexes which dropped. Compound growth
rate (2006-June 2016) for apartments, shops
and houses scored about 3.7 percent, 3.5 per-
cent and 1.5 percent, respectively; it however
dropped for annexes by about 6 percent. The
percentage of vacant units in June 2016,
according to PACI estimates, dropped to
about 26.1 percent, down from approximate-
ly 26.3 percent in the end of 2015. Kuwait
International Bank (KIB) announced the
results of its operations for the first half of
the current year which stated that the bank
achieved net profits after deducting taxes at
about of KD 12 million, up by KD 1.5 million,
with 14.3 percent rise vis-a-vis KD 10.5 mil-
l ion for  the same period in 2015.  This
improve in net profits is due to decrease in
total  al locations by about 45.9 percent
despite a drop in the operational profit by
KD 2.7 million, or by 13.4 percent, to KD 17.6
million (KD 20.3 million). 

Total operations incomes decreased by KD
774 thousand, or by 2.4 percent, to KD 31.4
million (KD 32.2 million for the same period
in 2015) due to the drop in of investments
incomes by KD 3.1 million to KD 1.3 million
(and form 4.3 percent of total operational
incomes) versus KD 4.5 million (13.9 percent

of operational incomes). Financing income
rose by KD 2.3 million to KD 24.1 million (KD
21.8 mil l ion).  Likewise,  other income
increased by about KD 486 thousand to KD 1
million (KD 537 thousand). 

Total operations expenditures increased
by KD 2 million, or by 16.4 percent, to KD 13.9
million (KD 11.9 million in the same period
2015). Personnel and general administrative
costs and overheads increased by KD 2 mil-
lion and scored KD 12.9 million (KD 10.9 mil-
lion). Total operational expenditures as a per-
centage of total operational incomes scored
44.1 percent (37 percent). Total provisions
dropped by KD 4.3 million, or by 45.9 per-
cent, to KD 5 million (KD 9.3 million). This

explains the rise in the net profit margin to
38.2 percent (32.6 percent in the same period
of 2015). The bank’s financial statements indi-
cate that the bank’s total assets increased by
KD 37.9 million, or by 2.1 percent, to reach KD
1.828 billion (KD 1.790 billion at the end of
2015). They however increased by KD 140.9
million, or about 8.4 percent, when com-
pared with the same period of 2015 when
they scored KD 1.687 billion. Item of finance
debtors increased by KD 35.8 million, or by
3.1 percent, and scored KD 1.209 billion, or
by 66.2 percent of total assets, vis-‡-vis KD
1.173 billion, or by 65.6 percent of total
assets in the end of 2015. It rose by 8.8 per-
cent, KD 97.6 million in the same period of
2015, and scored KD 1.112 billion (65.9 per-
cent of total assets). 

Percentage of defaulting debts scored 1.4
percent (4.4 percent in 2015). Percentage of
covering total allocations to defaulting
finances scored 219 percent (74 percent in
the same period of 2015). Dues from banks
and other financial institutions decreased by
KD 18.3 million, or by 4 percent, to KD 439.3
million (24 percent of total assets) versus KD
457.6 million (25.6 percent of total assets in
the end of 2015).

It however rose by 6.5 percent, KD 27 mil-
lion, compared with KD 412.3 million (24.4
percent of total assets) in the same period of
2015.  Figures indicate that the bank’s liabili-
ties (excluding equities) increased by KD
36.8 million, or by 2.4 percent, to KD 1.579
billion versus KD 1.542 billion in the end of
2015. They increased by KD 134.7 million, or
by 9.3 percent growth rate, compared with
their amount in the same period of 2015.
Percentage of total liabilities to total assets
scored 86.4 percent (85.6 percent) .
Percentage of financing debtors to total
deposits and other balances scored 78.5
percent (78.9 percent). Analysis of the finan-
cial statements calculated on annual basis
indicate that al l  bank f inancial  indexes
scored increase compared with the same
period of 2015. 

Return on average equit ies  (ROE)
increased to 9 .8  percent (8 .7  percent) .
Likewise,  the return on average capital
(ROC) also increased to 23.1 percent (20.2
percent). Return on average assets (ROA)
also increased slightly to 1.33 percent (1.25
percent). EPS scored 12.8 fils (11.2 fils). (P/E)
scored 7.1 t imes improved- versus 10.8
times as a result of increased EPS by 14.8
percent above its level in June 2015. The
share market price decreased by 24.8 per-
cent compared with its level on June 30,
2015. (P/B) index scored about 0.8 times (1
times in June 2015).  

Weekly performance of KSE 
The per formance of  Kuwait  Stock

Exchange (KSE) for last week was less active
compared to the previous one, where all
indexes showed a decrease, the traded val-
ue index, the traded volume index, number
of  transac t ions index,  and the general
index. AlShall Index (value weighted) closed
at  326.1  points  at  the c los ing of  last
Thursday, showing a decrease of about 2.6
points or about 0.8 percent compared with
its level last week and it decreased by 39.8
points or about 10.9 percent compared with
the end of 2015. 

Kuwait population reaches 4.3m in June 2016



KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) announced 7 win-
ners of the seventh draw of the new banking cards cam-
paign themed “Use KFH Cards and You May Win up to 2
Mercedes-Benz SUV’s and Cash Prizes up to $200000” in
an attempt to encourage clients to use KFH credit, prepaid
and debit cards while making purchases in Kuwait and
overseas.

The winners are: Waleed Alhazaa, Wadhh Alajmi,
Ahmad ALbedah, Hessa Almuneir, Hesham Alnaser,
Abdulrazzaq Abdullah and Ahmad Alanbaei.

For every KD 10 spent on their KFH cards, clients will
gain a chance to enter a draw and win up to 2 Mercedes-
Benz cars and a chance to win the value of their purchases
up to $2000 daily for 100 days ending October 11th 2016.
It is worth noting that KFH Credit and Prepaid cards used
in domestic and international purchases and KFH Debit
cards used in international purchases are eligible for the
daily draw.

Moreover, clients will gain the chance to enter 2 draws
to win 2 Mercedes-Benz cars.
The first draw will be for the
first car Mercedes Benz GLE
400. This draw will be held
after 50 days of the launch for
purchasing transactions con-
ducted from day 1 to day 50,
while the second draw will be
for the second car Mercedes
Benz GLE 450 Coupe, and will
be held after 100 days of the
launch for purchasing con-
ducted from day 51 to day
100 of the campaign.

KFH strives to continu-
ously offer its clients new
promotions and discounts in
order to distinguish them

among peers, not to mention to further bolster the bank’s
pioneering position in the field of banking cards.

KFH marketing campaigns play a significant role in
underlining KFH’s principles that include boosting sales,
while benefitting clients and merchants.

This new campaign is part of KFH’s efforts to reward its
clients and grant them additional value; thus achieving
customer satisfaction and boosting their confidence. The
campaign also aims at enhancing the bank’s presence,
especially that it dominates the largest market share in the
field of banking cards.

KFH has won several awards in the field of banking
cards which reiterates its success and efficiency in banking
cards market. KFH enjoys high confidence and leadership
in the market in addition to high quality products which
have enabled it to achieve growth in cards market and
increase the number of customers. KFH occupies the lead-
ing position as the issuer of banking cards and one of
leading banks at the GCC level.
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DUBAI: While people around the world wait
for the summer season in anticipation of
warmer temperatures and family vacations,
the majority of respondents in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region see winter as
the most popular season. In fact, when asked
about their favorite season of the year, only
16.7 percent of respondents to the ‘Summer in
the MENA Workplace’ poll, conducted by
Bayt.com, the Middle East’s leading job site,
answered summer, while the majority (42.6
percent) said winter was definitely their sea-
son of choice. The poll shows that half of the
respondents agree that finding a job during
the summer months is more challenging than
other times during the year. 

When asked about their productivity levels,
29 percent of MENA respondents admit that
they decrease during the summer months. On
the other hand, 42.5 percent say that they
experience an increase in productivity, while
28.6 percent claim that productivity remains
the same, regardless of the climate. The sum-
mer, does, however, influence job hunting.
While half of the respondents claim that it is
more challenging, more than a quarter (26.4

percent) say that the difficulty of finding a job
is the same year-round, while 23.7 percent
claim that it is much easier to find a job during
the summer. 

Half of the employed respondents say that
their work hours stay the same during the
summer months, while almost a third (32.8
percent) tend to work longer. Just 16.5 per-
cent of respondents say they leave work earli-
er during the summer. When asked how busy
the summer months are in the workplace, 35.2
percent claim that they are busier, while 20.8
percent say that they are slower, and 20.4 per-
cent claim that the level of work is the same
throughout the year. Respondents say that
traffic gets worse during summer (44.4 per-
cent); however, 40.5 percent claim that it
remains the same.

Four in 10 respondents claim that their work-
place offers flexible working hours during the
summer, while 23.1 percent say that they are
sometimes given the flexible option. Just over a
third (34.5 percent) claim that they do not have
flexible working hours during the summer. 

According to the poll, 72.4 percent of
MENA professionals tend to take a vacation

during the summer months. The majority of
respondents take a vacation of two weeks or
less (60.3 percent), while around one in five
either take a vacation of three weeks (18.2
percent), or longer (21.5 percent). Visiting
friends and family (32.4 percent), and the
beach (28.4 percent), are the two most popu-
lar holiday destinations. They are followed by
a trip to the mountains (10.7 percent), shop-
ping (7.8 percent), city vacations (7.4 percent)
and (2.9 percent) spa vacations. 

More than half of MENA respondents (55.9
percent) spend more time outdoors during the
summer, while 44.1 percent prefer to stay
indoors. Winter may be the most popular
month for respondents in the MENA; however,
a third of them still prefer spring (30.4 percent),
while just 16.7 percent enjoy summer. Autumn
is the least popular season (10.4 percent).  

“The summer season affects the work envi-
ronment for both employers and employees
throughout the world. In the Middle East
specifically, the effect is evidenced by a per-
ceived increase in the difficulty of finding a job,
partly due to the fact that most recruiters and
hiring managers tend to take a vacation during

the summer. The season is also characterized
by variations in the productivity levels amongst
staff. At Bayt.com we strive to offer accurate
insights that can prepare both job seekers and
employers for the summer season,” said Suhail
Masri, Vice President, Employer Solutions,
Bayt.com. “While the perception may be that
job hunting is more challenging during the
summer, job seekers can always find and apply
to thousands of jobs on Bayt.com. Job seekers
should use this time to spruce up their CVs, and
take advantage of online professional plat-
forms, such as Bayt.com Specialities, to show-
case their skills and know more about the com-
panies they’re targeting. Employers should also
take this time to seek out top talent and rein-
force their brand.”

Data for the 2016 Bayt.com ‘Summer in
the MENA Workplace’ poll was collected
online from May 29 2016 to June 26 2016.
Results are based on a sample of 7,024
respondents. Countries that participated in
the poll are the UAE, Bahrain, Algeria, Egypt,
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait,  Lebanon, Libya,
Morocco, Oman, Tunisia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and others.

Finding a job in summer is challenging 

to half of job-hunters in MENA: bayt.com

KUWAIT: Mezzan Holding KSC, one of the largest
manufacturers and distributors of food, beverage,
FMCG and pharmaceutical products in the Gulf, yes-
terday announced former NBK Capital Director of
Investment Banking Fares Hammami will join the
company as its new Group CFO. 

Hammami, who joins the company following a
13-year track record in investment banking, capital
markets and mergers and acquisitions, the last 10
years of which with NBK Capital, the investment
banking arm of National Bank of Kuwait. He will suc-
ceed Stephen Carty, who is leaving his position to
be closer to his family in the United States. 

Mezzan Holding Vice Chairman, Mohammed Al-
Wazzan said, “I would like to welcome Fares to
Mezzan’s executive management team, where he
will add great value in the company’s next phase of
growth and regional expansion.”  Mezzan Holding’s
CEO Garry Walsh added, “Although Fares is a new
member to the management team he is no stranger
to Mezzan Holding. We’ve been working closely
with Fares over the last five years in his capacity as a
Director of Investment Banking at NBK Capital
where he served as our advisor on several landmark
transactions for Mezzan, including our acquisition
of UAE-based Unitra Mets Group in 2014, and our
company’s IPO in June 2015. I would also like to
thank Stephen for his time and efforts at Mezzan
Holding. He has served the company and share-
holders well over the last year. He added value and
helped navigate our first year as a public company.
On behalf of the board, the management team, and
everyone working at Mezzan Holding, I wish him a
safe journey back home and the best in his future
endeavors.”

Fares Hammami said, “Mezzan Holding is a
company that I have both served and admired for
several years and I am excited to join the compa-
ny as Group CFO to help lead its next phase of
growth and value creation both locally and
regionally. I look forward to working with my for-
mer clients as part of their leadership team.”

Hammami is a seasoned investment banker
and finance professional, and has spent the last
ten years of his career with NBK Capital, the
investment banking arm of National Bank of
Kuwait . He has advised companies in Kuwait and
the neighboring region on various investment
banking, equity and debt capital market transac-
tions exceeding $11bn. Fares is a graduate of
McGill University where he majored in Finance,
and is a Chartered Financial Analyst and has pre-
viously serviced as Board Member of the CFA
Institute’s Kuwait Chapter. 

Incredible electronics

offers for the new 

academic year 

Study smart with X-cite
KUWAIT: X-cite by Alghanim Electronics,
are thrilled to launch Kuwait’s biggest back-
to-school promotion. Entitled
“#StudySmart with X-cite “, this campaign
invites school and university students to
discover the latest products from the
widest range of brands to make a differ-
ence this new academic year. X-cite is offer-
ing never-before-seen prices on most
wanted electronics devices for studies and
projects, such as laptops, convertibles,
tablets, projectors and printers as well as
cases, bags, power banks, flash drives and
other must-have accessories.

Studying smart means making smart
decisions all year long, starting from choos-
ing the right computing devices that com-
plements one’s needs. To help you in your
purchasing decision and to find out more
about the latest innovations and trends, X-
cite is happy to offer its free Computing
Buying Guide available in all of its show-
rooms and on xcite.com. Students will find
an exhaustive list of products and acces-
sories featuring comparison tables, pur-
chasing guidelines and concise product
descriptions that help them understand
the unique benefits of each product
depending on the type of usage.

As part of their ambition to support the
new generation in their education and
academic pursuits, this promotional cam-
paign allows students to own the devices
they have always wanted while alleviating
the financial burden for parents thanks to
crazy one day offers and the benefit of 0%
interest on cash price upon purchasing on
credit. 

Visit any of X-cite’s 18 showrooms or
website to find all the hottest computing
products in one place, including the iPad
Pro, Microsoft Surface Pro 4 and the HP
Spectre, the “world’s thinnest laptop.” PC
fans, meanwhile, will be thrilled as they
browse the remarkable range of the latest
All-in-One PCs, with prices starting as low
as KD 169.9. They can also experience the
latest Lenovo ThinkPad PCs, which are
exclusively available at the Avenues show-
room and xcite.com.

Apple products also make a big pres-
ence this year by offering 12 percent dis-
count on all Macs as well as an impressive
deal on the latest MacBook Air 13” boasting
upgraded 8GB RAM and a faster processor
at the starting price of KD 359.9. University
students, teachers and Ministry of

Education employees can benefit from this
exclusive 12 percent discount only at X-cite. 

Students and educators giving presen-
tations this year are encouraged to check
out the affordable lineup of monitors and
projectors. This includes Sony’s portable
projector, available exclusively at X-cite and
for the price of KD 99.9, and both Samsung
and LG’s latest curved UHD monitors. 

For those who are seeking to improve
their fitness goals in addition to their
grades will find amazing deals on fitness
trackers and wearables from Apple and
Samsung, which includes the latest Apple
Watch collection, the Gear S2 and Icon X,
the new wireless earbuds with inbuilt fit-
ness monitoring. Younger students, on the

other hand, will find something that speaks
more to their interest with X-cite’s colorful
collection of back-to-school accessories
and stationary kits. Last but certainly not
least, X-cite’s #StudySmart promotion also
features exclusive phones, tablets and
accessories from one of the fastest growing
global brands, “Mi,” whose products are
known for their sleek design and incompa-
rable value.

Get ready to #StudySmart this new aca-
demic year by visiting any of X-cite’s 18
showrooms or their website xcite.com.
Make sure to stay connected on their social
media channels (Instagram, Twitter,
Snapchat: @xcitealghanim and Facebook:
XciteByAlghanim), as they will be announc-
ing special contests and crazy one day
deals until October 7th, 2016.

Mezzan Holding appoints Fares 

Hammami as new Group CFO

KUWAIT: Kuwait Holidays is surprising its clients
with extraordinary promotion on packages that
combine both tickets and accommodation to des-
tinations such as Vienna, Munich, Frankfurt, Paris,
Geneva, Rome, London, Istanbul,  going through
India, Sri Lanka and the most popular cities of the
east Asian continent, and up to New York before
ending in the Gulf countries and the Middle East
including Beirut, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Cairo, Amman,
and Sharm El-Sheikh.

These promotions allow the passengers to enjoy
accommodation in 4 and 5 stars hotels with com-
petitive prices starting at KD 70. On this occasion,
Rasha A Al-Roumi, Chairman - CEO KAC, stressed
that “our aim through these offers is to help the trav-
elers plan their next trip with ease, we are working
on opening the way for them to explore the best
destinations with carefully set prices that do not
cause an additional burden to them”. 

She concluded saying: “It is true that these
offers are based mainly on the perfect package
that combines the best prices for the flight, the
accommodation and the multiple destinations,
but also we would like to emphasize on the
important aspect which is the exceptional serv-
ices provided to passengers aboard a Kuwait
Airways flight, which include the hospitality pro-
vided by our staff, the many means of entertain-
ment, and Wi-Fi which keeps them in touch with
their world while being thousands of miles
above”.

“Kuwait Airways Holidays” provides the opportu-
nity to those who  wish to take advantage of these
offers by emailing holidays@kuwaitairways.com ,by
calling the hotline 1806060 and by visiting “Kuwait
Airways Holidays” office, on the 4th floor, Rakan
Tower, Kuwait City. Inquiries about these offers can
also be made through an authorized travel agent.

Exceptional offers from

Kuwait Airways Holidays

KFH announces winners of 

banking cards 7th draw
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah
daily draws on 21 August 2016 announc-
ing the names of its winners for the week
of 14 August - 18 August 2016. The Al-
Danah daily draws include draws each
and every working day for two prizes of
KD1,000 per winner.  

The winners are: 
(Sunday 14/8): Essa Adel Essa Al-

Qattan, Fawaz Faisal Bader Al-Qinaei
(Monday 15/8): Naser Matar Sameer

Kayed, Sara Ahmed Hussein Ali Hussein
(Tuesday 16/8): Talal Abdulkareem

Ghulom Al-Turkmani, Bader Naser

Abdulla Al-Essa 
(Wednesday 17/8): Maryam Ali Naser

El-Khodor, Ali Taleb Abdulredah Qasem  
(Thursday 18/8): Ahmed Haji Nasser

Haji Bo Abbas, Tahani Hussain Muhsen
Naji

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah 2016 draw line-
up includes daily draws (2 winners per
working day each receive KD1000). Al-
Danah’s 3rd Quarterly Draw for the prize
of KD500,000 will be held on September
29th. The final Al-Danah draw for KD1
million will be held on 5 January, 2017
whereby the Al-Danah millionaire will be
announced. Open an Al-Danah account
now or deposit more to increase your
chances of winning the millionaire draw! 

Five reasons why the Al-Danah
account is the best:

1) Kuwait’s single biggest yearly cash
prize of KD 1 million

2) Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes,
up to KD500,000 

3) Two winners of KD1,000 every work-
ing day

4) The most chances to win
5) Only Bank that transfers your chances

to win from year to year
Only Al-Danah makes millionaires 
Al-Danah also offers a number of

unique services including: the Al-Danah
Deposit Only ATM card
which helps account holders
deposit their money at their
convenience; as well as the
Al-Danah calculator to help
customers calculate their
chances of becoming an Al-

Danah winner. 
Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open

to Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti residents of
Kuwait.  Customers who open an
account and/ or deposit more will enter
the draw within two days. To take part
in the Al-Danah 2016 upcoming quar-
terly and yearly draws, customers must
have an Al-Danah account containing at
least KD 200; customers can visit one of
Gulf Bank’s 56 branches, transfer on
l ine,  or  cal l  the Customer Contact
Center on 1805805 for assistance and
guidance. Customers can also log on to
www.e-gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners,
to find out more about Al-Danah and
its winners. 

Gulf Bank announces winners 

of Al-Danah daily draws
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SYDNEY: Electronic dolls designed to reduce the
rate of teenage pregnancy do not work, a new
study has found, and may even increase the num-
ber of babies born to young mums. Researchers
found that girls between the ages of 13 and 15 who
were given a simulator infant to look after were
actually more likely to become pregnant early in life
than those who had simple sex education.

The research could influence public health poli-
cy in countries where the technique is used, includ-
ing Australia, the United States and Britain. Around
3,000 youngsters took part in the study in Western
Australia over three years from 2003, with
researchers tracking their medical records until
they reached the age of 20.

Half were given a life-like electronic doll, which

needed to be cared for and cried like a real baby, for
a weekend. The other half, the control group,
received only standard health education, according
to the study published in The Lancet Thursday.

Lead researcher Sally Brinkman said the group
given the robot baby were more likely to become
pregnant before early in life. Of those who had
charge of a doll, 17 percent recorded at least one
pregnancy-whether carried to full term or terminat-
ed-by the age of 20.

Statistically significant
The rate in the control group was just 11 per-

cent, which researchers described as a small but
statistically significant difference. “Unfortunately
that’s the finding,” Brinkman told AFP. Brinkman

said researchers at Western Australia’s Telethon Kids
Institute were trying to determine whether the
robot babies, which she said cost over US$1,000
each, were worth the money.

She said while some of those researching the
life-like dolls thought they were perhaps ineffec-
tive, no one had expected them actually in increase
the likelihood of an early pregnancy. “We never
went into the study thinking this would increase
teen pregnancy,” she said. Brinkman said the
research did not reveal why the girls given the toy
babies were more likely to fall pregnant at a young
age.  “But from delivering the program to that many
girls, we got feedback,” she said. “And in general
most of the students really liked it (the program).
You do get a lot of attention when you have (a pre-

tend baby).” Of all the girls who fell pregnant, 53.8
percent of those who had the robot baby terminat-
ed the pregnancy compared with 60.1 percent in
the control group. The researchers said while that
difference was not huge, it indicated participants
who had exposure to the robot baby appeared
more likely go through with the pregnancy.

Brinkman said overall she could not recommend
the idea of simulator infants if educators wanted to
prevent teen pregnancy. “ The Virtual Infant
Parenting Program is used across Australia and the
world because it is thought to reduce rates of teen
pregnancy,” she said in a statement.

“This is the largest study of its kind and high-
lights that even the most well-intentioned pro-
grams can have unexpected consequences.” —AFP

Robot baby schemes may increase teen pregnancy 

BALTIMORE: With more than two-thirds of
Baltimore’s 200 murders this year unsolved,
many violent criminals are staying a step ahead
of the law. The police department hoped to even
the score by quietly taking to the skies to record
everything visible in the streets below, 32 square
miles at a time.

Unbeknownst to the mayor, state’s attorney
or other city officials, Police Commissioner Kevin
Davis agreed to let Persistent Surveillance
Systems try out its time-traveling technology
over Baltimore. The Ohio-based company cap-
tured roughly 300 hours of images using power-
ful cameras from a small plane in January and
February, June and August.  Analysts then
zoomed in on crime scenes, moving backward
and forward in time among the images to see
suspects arriving and getting away. Officers
were alerted to their locations to make arrests,
and some of these people now await trial.

Davis defended the technology after the try-
out ’s existence was revealed Tuesday by
Bloomberg Businessweek, instantaneously
inspiring widespread outrage and criticism that
an entire city’s citizens could lose civil liberties
without so much as a public hearing.

But the commissioner remains enthusiastic,
noting in a statement that 84 percent of homi-
cides happen on city streets, many in broad day-
light. “Imagine the capacity to retrospectively
review those public-space crime scenes and cap-
ture images of criminals, their vehicles and their
before-and-after travel routes. Now just think
what that type of evidence-based policing would
mean for our crime closure rates,” Davis said.

Increased scrutiny
The disclosure came at a time when the

Baltimore Police Department is under increased
scrutiny: just two weeks ago the US Department
of Justice released a scathing report outlining
widespread discrimination and use of excessive
force in the department within the department.

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake endorsed
using “cutting-edge technology” to bolster pub-
lic safety, but both she and State’s Attorney
Marilyn Mosby said they were just recently
informed. Mosby said police only told prosecu-
tors this week that the technology was used in
five open cases that may be imperiled if the evi-
dence is inadmissible.

Police spokesman T.J. Smith said the depart-
ment “understands the anxieties citizens might
have,” but he repeatedly dismissed the criticism.
“It’s not a secret spy plane,” he told reporters. “I’m
telling you, that’s not what it is. It’s not a secret
spy program. This is not a drone. This is not an
unmanned machine. It’s a tool that’s used as a
resource.” But with surveillance technology
advancing at warp speed, court decisions have
not kept up, raising concerns that police may be

unwittingly committing constitutional viola-
tions, said Adam Schwartz, a senior civil rights
lawyer with the Electronic Frontier Foundation.

F”For policing in a democracy to be legiti-
mate, the police need to get permission from the
public before they adopt a new spy technology,”
Schwartz told The Associated Press on Friday.
“Have they crossed the line? We don’t know.”

Violation of the Fourth Amendment
Earlier this year Maryland’s second-highest

court ruled for the first time that using cell-site
simulators known as stingrays without a warrant
violates the Fourth Amendment. For years,
Baltimore police had used stingrays, which mim-
ic a cell tower by forcing cellphones in an area to
connect to it, without a warrant or any disclo-
sure to judges or defense attorneys. Authorities
instead signed a non-disclosure agreement with
the FBI requiring officers to keep their use secret.
In court, prosecutors agreed to drop cases rather
than risk disclosure.

“Before the government adopts any type of
technology like this, whether it’s spying from air-
planes above or using cell site simulators to
scrutinize the public, there needs to be a conver-
sation beforehand,” Schwartz said. City-funded
contracts require approval from the Board of
Estimates, but this surveillance tryout was fund-
ed through a wealthy couple’s donation to the
Baltimore Community Foundation, a nonprofit
civic organization.

As Schwartz derided the workaround as a
“semi-public, semi-private slush fund,” the foun-
dation promised in a statement Friday to
“increase scrutiny of this type of payment.” Smith
said the plane is simply a higher-capacity ver-
sion of the 700 closed-circuit cameras installed
on street corners through Baltimore’s CitiWatch
program. 

The American Civil Liberties Union, however,
said “it’s the equivalent of requiring each of us to
wear a GPS tracker whenever we leave our
homes.” “This is yet another example of battle-
field technology moving to domestic law
enforcement without public scrutiny-but
Baltimore is not a battlefield, and its residents
are not the enemy,” ACLU attorney David Rocah
said. Persistent Surveillance Systems has been
struggling to persuade a major US city to formal-
ly adopt its technology. The company’s founder,
Ross McNutt, still hopes Baltimore will start a
trend. “We’d been looking for a department
that’s got the leadership to step up and evaluate
what we do. We believe we contribute signifi-
cantly to the safety and support of the citizens in
Baltimore,” McNutt said at the news conference.

This technology can “solve unsolvable crimes”
and make people think twice about committing
them, since they’ll more likely be caught and
convicted, he added. Since desperate times call
for desperate measures, Smith said the depart-
ment “is constantly evaluating ways to stop peo-
ple from dying in Baltimore.” —AP

Surveillance program raises 

questions about tech, privacy

An example of battlefield technology 

HONOLULU: In this Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015 file photo, former US National Security Agency con-
tractor Edward Snowden appears via live video from Moscow at an event, which was another
high profile security scandal in the US. —AP

LAS VEGAS: In this Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2016, file photo, people wear Samsung Gear
VR sets during a virtual reality demonstration at CES International. —AP

NEW YORK: In a new project with National
Geographic, Barack Obama becomes the
first sitting US president to project himself
into virtual reality - in this case, a 360-
degree representation of Yosemite National
Park.

The 11-minute VR video , narrated by
Obama, is one part paean to the wonders
of America’s national parks and one part
warning of the threat posed by climate
change. It’s also a testament to how power-
ful VR can be when done right.

National Geographic joined Facebook’s
Oculus Studios and VR specialists Felix &
Paul Studios to produce the free video,
which came out Thursday to mark the cen-
tennial of the National Park Service . It’s
available on Samsung’s Gear VR headset
and through Facebook’s 360-degree video
service. It’s coming soon to the Oculus Rift
headset.

The message
Although the video advocates visitation

and preservation, the experience is mostly
an opportunity to marvel at Yosemite’s nat-
ural wonders, from the giant El Capitan
rock formation that opens the video to the
tall sequoia trees filling Mariposa Grove
and the Merced River rushing through
Yosemite Valley. You can almost touch the
surrounding tall grass; later in the video, it
feels as though you’re floating in a real
canoe. Crews captured Obama’s June visit
to the California park with his family. In the
video, Obama addresses an audience on
climate change, with the 2,424-foot-tall
Yosemite Falls as a backdrop. In a more inti-
mate setting, surrounded by trees, Obama
speaks with Yosemite Superintendent Don
Neubacher on the importance of exposing
kids to national parks . The video con-
cludes with Obama urging viewers in a
voice-over to take action on the environ-
ment in light of threats such as wildfires
and melting glaciers.

“We hope people emotionally connect
to this story, to these environments, and we
hope that it elicits within them a desire to
visit national parks,” said Felix Lajeunesse,
the “Felix” in Felix & Paul. (“Paul” is his part-
ner, Paul Raphael.)

Coming together
The Felix & Paul team recorded former

President Bill Clinton’s journeys to Africa in
VR last year, but a sitting U.S. president had
yet to appear in VR. After all, VR didn’t exist
beyond labs and small gaming circles

before Obama took office.
Oculus was looking for ways to extend

VR beyond games and approached the
White House to explore an opportunity
that wouldn’t feel gimmicky, said Colum
Slevin, head of experiences for Oculus VR.
The White House, in turn, suggested pair-
ing with National Geographic, which was
already developing tie-ins to the park serv-
ice centennial.

Although National Geographic has pro-
duced 360-degree video before, this is its
first project in full VR, with more immersive,
3-D imagery intended for viewing through
special headsets. “This is the next frontier,”
said Rajiv Mody, National Geographic’s vice
president for social media. The VR technol-
ogy, he said, can take people “to experi-
ences they aren’t able to necessarily experi-
ence on their own.”

Nonetheless, the video could be a hard
sell, warned Joel Espelien, an analyst with
Diffusion Group, which tracks emerging
video formats and services. He said many
VR viewers are younger and male - not the
same audience that would watch a nature
show on PBS.

And while the video isn’t overtly politi-
cal, Obama’s appearance in an election year
could make it seem so, he said. The VR
video isn’t a traditional documentary, as
the producers and the White House worked
on the script together.

Feeling intimate
At this juncture, many VR projects feel

experimental , as if their producers mainly
wanted to play with new filmmaking tech-
niques or showcase the technology ’s
potential. This Yosemite video, though,
feels much more like a short nature movie
that just happens to be viewable in a 360-
degree surroundscape. (It does, of course,
also deliver a promotional punch for the
park system.)

For instance, the Yosemite project man-
aged to avoid a common VR pitfall that can
render landscape shots remote and distant
because 360-degree cameras lack zoom.
Lajeunesse said the team made sure to jux-
tapose distant iconic landmarks with near-
by grass, trees and other tangible objects,
lending perspective to the shot.

Producers also kept the cameras at a
constant vantage point from scene to
scene - low, at roughly sitting height -
based on the assumption that most people
would be watching this video sitting down,
Raphael said. — AP

Yosemite, and President Obama, 

head into virtual reality

BOISE, IDAHO: A breach in a vendor’s
system that processes online sales of
hunting and fishing licenses in Idaho,
Oregon and Washington state exposed
several million records containing buyers’
personal information, officials said Friday.

The US Department of Homeland
Security and FBI are investigating the
hack into Dallas-based Active Network,
the Washington State Office of Cyber
Security said in a statement. Washington
halted all sales earlier this week, allowing
anglers to fish license-free, while Idaho
and Oregon have stopped only online
sales. “Initial assessments indicate per-
sonal information exposed by the vendor
for Washington residents includes
names, addresses, driver’s license num-
bers, dates of birth and the last four dig-
its of Social Security numbers,”
Washington officials said in a statement.

Threat isolated
Active Network, whose event and

activity management software is used by
tens of thousands of event organizers
nationwide, including marathons and
other races, said the potential threat was

isolated to fishing and hunting licensing
systems in the three states. The company
“became aware that we were the victim
of an unauthorized and unlawful attempt
to access” those systems on Monday, a
statement said. It didn’t say whether the
hacking attempt was successful but that
the company released a software update
to address the threat within 15 hours and
hired a cybersecurity firm to conduct a
review.

Active Network said it didn’t receive
reports or find evidence that personal
information was compromised. “We are
committed to working with our state cus-
tomers and law enforcement to assist in
their own investigations of this matter,”
the company said. In Idaho and Oregon,
state offices and certain businesses will
keep selling hunting and fishing licenses
because they use a different system.
About 80 percent of sales occur in person
at those sites, officials said. “Until we
understand the full scope of this, we’re
going to keep the online component of
this down and will do so until we have
some clear answers,” Idaho Fish and Game
spokesman Mike Keckler said. — AP

Breach in fishing license system 

exposes data in Northwest  

NEW YORK: Weeks into the
“Pokemon Go” craze, demand
remains strong for “Poke Ball”-
shaped treats made by a high-end
doughnut company, one of many
businesses and organizations com-
ing up with creative ways to lure
players in their search for the elu-
sive “pocket monsters.”

Even on sweltering summer
days, the popular smartphone
game has gotten throngs of players
out of their homes to real-world
locations designated as “PokeStops”
and “Gyms.” Theme parks, bars and
even a county animal shelter are
among those trying to capitalize on
that surge in foot traffic.

In New York, Doughnut Plant
created an edible version of the
Poke Ball - dubbing it the Pokeseed
- after a Pokemon-obsessed
employee realized that all four of
the company’s shops are either
PokeStops or very close to one,
owner Mark Isreal said. And one
location is an in-game Gym, making
it a gathering place to both con-
sume and virtually burn off calories.

The team at Doughnut Plant
designed the fruity treat in less than
a day, using cranberry-raspberry
and white chocolate icings to recre-
ate the red-and-white Poke Balls,
the objects used in the game to
capture monsters. The Pokeseed is
stuffed with a peach-strawberry
cream filling, an imagining of
Pokemon’s mythical pecha berry.

The social media effect
Pictures went out on social

media the next morning, “and
before they were delivered, people

were already coming to the stores,”
Isreal said. Doughnut Plant has
already sold thousands of
Pokeseeds, and customers fre-
quently post pictures of them on
Instagram. They’re still  selling
strong, so Doughnut Plant has no
plan to take them off the menu any
time soon.

Meanwhile, a trendy food court
near New York’s Penn Station put up
a sign urging passersby to catch a
Pokemon instead of a train, while
the city’s parks department created
“PokeFit” classes for kids to play
while exercising. Earlier, the Busch

Gardens theme park in Florida host-
ed a Pokemon “lure-a-thon,” with
some PokeStops accessible only by
season-pass members for one hour.
The Pawtucket Red Sox baseball
team in Rhode Island invited fans
onto the field to chase the virtual
monsters.

Police in Manchester, New
Hampshire, even tried to lure fugi-
tives by claiming to have detected a
rare Charizard in the booking area.
A Facebook post invited those on a
list of “lucky ones” to capture the
monster - the list happens to be
filled with the city’s most wanted.

Andy Wong of Kurt Salmon
Digital, which helps retailers con-
nect digitally with consumers, said
the game has worked well for small
businesses, though there hasn’t
been a good way for larger compa-
nies with hundreds of stores to
automate the “lures” they buy to
attract digital monsters - and with
them, players and potential cus-
tomers. And even for small busi-
nesses, he said, the ability to draw
customers may have diminished as
the game loses its novelty.

But those that caught the bug
early saw tangible benefits. The
Phoenix Zoo was a hotbed of
Pokemon activity right after the
game’s release last month, even
when temperatures climbed as high
as 112 degrees. It helped that a
Pokemon Gym was housed in the
zoo’s conveniently air conditioned
orangutan house.

After noticing that some visitors
were on the hunt for more than just
traditional zoo creatures, the zoo
opened an hour early at 6 a.m. for a
week during what’s usually a slow
time of year. The zoo also converted
its train into a “PokeShuttle” that
pointed out PokeStops along with
its animal exhibits. On the first day
of the promotion, attendance more
than doubled from a week earlier,
and sign-ups for new memberships
spiked, said zoo spokeswoman Kerri
Baumann. “It has snowballed in the
most exciting and fun way,” she said.

Given the popularity, zoo offi-
cials are considering having addi-
tional Pokemon-themed activities,
she said. Other furry creatures have
benefited, too. — AP

Pokemon doughnuts, exercise 

classes tap game’s popularity

NEW YORK: In this Friday, July 22, 2016, photo, Pecha Berry Pokeseed
doughnuts, top left and center, are displayed in a box of doughnuts
from Doughnut Plant. —AP
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NEW YORK: The maker of EpiPens offered patients
more help to pay for its costly emergency allergy shots
but didn’t budge Thursday on the $608 price. The
announcement from Mylan N.V. triggered a new round
of condemnation from politicians and consumer
groups, who accuse the company of price-gouging on a
potentially life-saving treatment.

Critics stressed that insurers, employers and taxpay-
ers will still foot most of the cost for EpiPens. Over time,
that drives up insurance premiums and the country’s
burgeoning health care tab. “Everybody suffers, except
the Mylan investors,” said Sabrina Corlette of
Georgetown University’s Health Policy Institute.

This week, Mylan joined other drugmakers such as
Valeant Pharmaceuticals International Inc. and Turing
Pharmaceuticals, who’ve been blasted for mammoth
price increases. Mylan CEO Heather Bresch defended
her company’s price hikes Thursday, telling CNBC that
lowering the price was not an option. Bresch said the
company only receives $274 of the $608 for a twin-
package of EpiPens. She said insurers, pharmacies, pre-
scription benefit managers and distributors divvy up
the rest.

Expanding programs
Instead of a price cut, Mylan said it was expanding

programs that help people pay for EpiPens or give them

out free. It doubled the limit for eligibility for its patient
assistance program, so a family of four making up to
$97,200 would pay nothing out of pocket. It also said it
will offer $300 copay cards, up from the current $100
per-prescription savings. That would cut the bill in half
for patients who have to pay full price.

People will eventually be able to order the injected
medicine directly from the company, to lower their cost.
“This step seems like a PR fix more than a real remedy,
masking an exorbitant and callous price hike,” Sen.
Richard Blumenthal, D-Connecticut, said in a statement.

EpiPens, which have little competition, are used in
emergencies to treat severe allergies to insect bites and
foods like nuts and eggs that can lead to anaphylactic
shock.  People usually keep a number of EpiPens handy
at home, school or work. The syringes, prefilled with the
hormone epinephrine, expire after a year.

How much an individual pays depends on insurance
coverage. Private insurers often negotiate discounts off
the list price, and patient out-of-pocket costs vary by
plan. Customers of Express Scripts Holding Co., the
nation’s largest prescription benefits manager, pay
$73.50.  Mylan has said that many people get EpiPens
with no out-of-pocket cost.

The list price for a pair of EpiPens has been raised
repeatedly from $93.88 in 2007, when Mylan acquired
the product, according to Elsevier Clinical Solutions’

database of prices set by manufacturers.
Numerous members of Congress and other politi-

cians this week have called for congressional hearings
on Mylan’s pricing, an investigation by the Federal Trade
Commission and action by the Food and Drug
Administration to increase competition by speeding up
approvals of any rival products.

After one EpiPen competitor was pulled from the
market last year, only one rival product is available,
Adrenaclick, which carries a list price of $461. But
EpiPen, introduced in 1987, is so well known that most
doctors prescribe it without considering an alternative.

Rival brands
At least two companies are trying to get US approval

to sell a rival brand or generic version of EpiPen. None is
likely to hit the US market until well into next year. Relief
could come sooner from Imprimis Pharmaceuticals, a
compounding pharmacy that prepares medicines to fill
individual prescriptions. It said it might be able to sell a
version in a few months and would likely charge around
$100 for two injectors.

Meanwhile, actress Sarah Jessica Parker, whose son
has severe nut allergies, wrote on Instagram that she’s
cut ties with Mylan and is “disappointed, saddened and
deeply concerned” over EpiPen’s price. Parker was paid
to participate in a Mylan campaign. — AP

Mylan boosts EpiPen patient programs, doesn’t budge on price

CHICAGO/TAMPA: The US Food and Drug
Administration recommended on Friday that all
blood donated in the United States and its territories
be tested for Zika virus, as it moves to prevent trans-
mission of the virus through the blood supply.

The agency said its decision to expand blood
screening in the United States was based on con-
cerns about more cases of local transmission in
Florida, the growing number of travel-related infec-
tions and concerns that Zika-tainted blood could
unwittingly be given to a pregnant woman, putting
her unborn baby at risk of severe birth defects.

“The transfusion of a pregnant woman with
blood infected with the Zika virus could have terrible
consequences,” Peter Marks, director of the FDA’s
Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research, said
during a conference call with reporters.

The current Zika outbreak was first detected in
Brazil last year and has since spread across the
Americas. In Brazil, Zika has been linked to more than
1,800 cases of microcephaly, and US officials expect
as many as 270 cases in Puerto Rico, where local
transmission of the virus is widespread. “Over 8,000
travel associated and over 2,000 non-travel associat-
ed cases of Zika have been reported in the United
States and US territories,” Marks told reporters.

Given frequency of travel of individuals within the
United States, he said there was a risk that people
without symptoms of Zika could donate blood and
transmit the virus. Testing of donated blood is under-
way in Florida, Puerto Rico, as well as in other areas of
the United States, and has been proven helpful in
finding infected donations.

“About 1 percent of donations in Puerto Rico have
tested positive for Zika virus,” Marks said. Such testing
also helped spot one unit of Zika-tainted blood in
the past few weeks. Marks said testing discovered
the infected blood before it reached any patients.

FDA to roll out testing in stages
The Food and Drug Administration plans to roll

out its recommendations in stages. In states and ter-
ritories with local, mosquito-borne transmission, the
recommendations will go into effect immediately.
This affects Florida and Puerto Rico.

In 11 states near areas with local transmission or
high rates of travel-related infections, the guidelines
must be implemented within four weeks. These
states include Alabama, Arizona, California, Georgia,
Hawaii, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, New York,
South Carolina and Texas. For the rest of country, the
guidelines must be implemented within 12 weeks. 

Marks said Hologic Inc and Roche Molecular
Systems had been granted special approval for their
tests to be used to screen the blood supply.

Marks said the FDA had already reviewed data
submitted by the companies and was confident
these investigational tests would “perform appropri-
ately” in this setting.

In addition to tests to check whole blood for Zika
RNA, the agency said blood collection centers were
permitted to use Cerus Corp’s Intercept pathogen
inactivation system in certain blood products, such
as plasma.

America’s Blood Centers, a network of 63 blood
centers with 600 donation sites in 45 US states, is cur-
rently testing for Zika primarily in Florida, where local

transmission has been reported. It also has centers
testing in areas of Texas that are considered at high
risk for the spread of the virus, and an affiliate in
Arizona testing high-risk donors.

Dr. Louis Katz, chief medical officer for America’s
Blood Centers, said it would take a “titanic” effort to
implement testing in the first-tier states expected to
be online in four weeks, but stressed the organiza-
tion’s commitment to a safe blood supply. “Testing
labs and the test vendors are working feverishly to
allow testing to start on time in the areas subject to
the 12-week timeline,” he said in an email. “My con-
versations with the vendors suggest that if all goes
smoothly that goal is feasible. Then, whether things
go smoothly in an incredibly complex set of process-
es becomes critical.”

In March, the FDA granted Roche approval for a
clinical trial testing its Zika blood screening test in
Puerto Rico, where local blood donations had been
halted and blood had to be imported from the conti-
nental United States.

The company said its second phase of deploy-
ment would be to prepare for blood donations in the
southern United States. OneBlood, a part of
America’s Blood Centers network whose coverage
area includes most of Florida and smaller parts of
Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina, has been test-
ing all collections for close to a month as part of the
Roche trial, said Dr. Rita Reik, chief medical officer.
“We aren’t surprised, nor do we disagree, with the
FDA guidance that just came out,” Reik said in a tele-
phone interview.

The American Red Cross has been conducting
blood tests for Zika as part of a clinical trial of a Zika
blood screening test made by Hologic and Grifols the
FDA approved in June. The trial involved five south-
eastern states believed to be at greatest risk for local
Zika transmission. Over the next two weeks, the Red

Cross said it will expand this testing to four addition-
al states in the south central and southwestern
United States.

Hologic said in an emailed statement that the
company has been ramping up for months and is
confident it can meet the added demand from the
FDA’s guidance. Shares of Hologic closed up 1 per-
cent at $38.80 on Nasdaq.

Blood transfusion risk “is really low”
Dr. Alyssa Ziman, medical director of the clinical

laboratories and transfusion medicine at the
University of California Los Angeles, said the new rec-
ommendations for Zika follow the similar steps the
FDA took to protect the blood supply from the West
Nile virus. In that case, the FDA also had to rush out
an unapproved test to detect the West Nile virus in
the blood supply, Ziman said. Such tests are now
approved. “We are gathering data on the perform-
ance of the test while the test is in a sense being
required by the FDA,” she said.

Because the products are investigational, UCLA
will need special permission from an independent
ethics committee known as an Institutional Review
Board, then each patient will need to sign a special
consent form before receiving a transfusion.

Ziman said with the testing on top of the ques-
tioning already being done about people’s travel his-
tories to places where Zika is being spread, she
believes the risk of getting Zika through a blood
transfusion “is really low.”

She said people who need a blood transfusion
need to balance the risk of not getting transfused
against their perceived risk of contracting Zika. Vijay
Kumar, an analyst for Evercor ISI, estimates that the
FDA’s recommendation for Zika universal testing “will
add at least $30 million to revenues, which are likely
to be split between Roche and Hologic.” — Reuters

FDA recommends Zika testing 

for all blood donated in US
Blood transfusion risk ‘is really low’

MIAMI BEACH: A worker from the Florida Department of Health carries a cooler to store urine
samples as she walks through a Miami Beach neighborhood stopping at households to ask if
the occupants would like to give a urine sample for Zika testing on August 24, 2016. — AFP

SACRAMENTO: This July 16, 2015 file photo shows bottles of various flavors of vapor
solution, known as “juice,” for use in e-cigarettes at a shop. — AP

NEW YORK: Health officials warn that electron-
ic cigarettes and other vaping devices are poi-
soning kids with nicotine. But new research
suggests that most teens aren’t vaping nicotine
at all but using sweet and fruity flavors like
strawberry, chocolate cake and bubble gum.
Only a fraction of young vapers were inhaling
nicotine, a nationwide survey showed. The
majority - two-thirds - said they vaped “just fla-
voring.”

Nicotine is considered harmful to the devel-
oping teenage brain. But the finding raises big
questions about how US health officials are
portraying the threat of e-cigarettes to youths,
said Richard Miech, the study’s lead author at
the University of Michigan.

Federal estimates of how many youths are
using any nicotine-containing tobacco prod-
ucts - including traditional cigarettes, cigars, e-
cigarettes - may be inflated because of mistak-
en assumptions about how much vaping
involves nicotine, he said. That figure is around
25 percent.

Questions surrounding findings
Health officials and an advocacy group

questioned the study’s findings.
E-cigarettes began to appear in the United

States roughly 10 years ago. At first, they were
battery-powered devices resembling cigarettes
that heated liquid nicotine into a vapor. They
were promoted to smokers as a less dangerous
alternative since they don’t contain all the
chemicals and tars of burning tobacco.

But the market has evolved, and a lot of
vaping these days is done with devices that can
be loaded with flavored “e-juice” that comes in
both nicotine and nicotine-free versions.
“Strawberry. Watermelon. Passion fruit. There’s
a churros - you know, like cinnamon toast?” said
Hosam Essa, manager of Brooklyn Vape in New
York, rattling off some of the most popular fla-
vors on his shop’s shelves.

Kids love the flavors and blowing vapor into
rings and other shapes, said Jennifer Alexander,
an RTI International researcher who has inter-

viewed about 50 teen vapers. Michigan’s
national survey last year included 3,800 stu-
dents who had vaped at some point. It was the
first time the respected annual survey asked
what was in the vapor - specifically, they were
asked what they inhaled the last time they
vaped. Results were published online Thursday
by the journal Tobacco Control.

Miech said he was curious how many kids
vaped marijuana. But it was the nicotine find-
ings that surprised him. Only about 13 to 20
percent said they last vaped nicotine, with the
highest percentages in older teens; about 7
percent used marijuana and roughly 10 per-
cent didn’t know. The boom in youth vaping
has coincided with steady declines in teen ciga-
rette smoking. Vaping is now more common
than smoking.

The federal government, as well as most
states, restricts sales of electronic cigarettes or
vaping products to minors. But kids still get
them, sometimes through online purchases or
other people. Essa said parents bring their kids
into his shop because they’d rather the kids
vape than smoke.

Officials at the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention have lamented the growing
popularity of vaping products, often focusing
on nicotine dangers for teens.

Asked about the new study, CDC officials
sent a statement questioning whether many
teens know the exact content of what they’re
vaping. They cited a small study suggesting
mislabeling of e-juice containers was not
uncommon. Further research is needed, the
statement said.

The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids issued
a statement making similar points. The organi-
zation’s president, Matthew L. Myers, was also
critical of how the flavor question was posed.

Miech said he agrees that youth vaping is
a problem. But he said the focus should be on
other research that suggests that teens who
vape are more likely to later smoke conven-
tional cigarettes and use other tobacco prod-
ucts. — AP

Study finds most teens vaping 

fruity flavors, not nicotine

CANONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA: In this April 8, 2008,
file photo, Mylan Pharmaceuticals CEO Heather
Bresch poses for a photo in her office. —AP

VANCOUVER, British Columbia: A photograph
of a crying elderly Canadian couple in wheel-
chairs, separated into two different care homes
after 62 years of marriage because no beds were
available together, has received international
attention.

Wolfram Gottschalk, 83, of Surrey, British
Columbia was put in an assisted living home in
January after he suffered dementia health compli-
cations making it impossible for wife Anita, 81, to
care for him at home. Four months later, Anita
entered a different facility despite family efforts to
keep them together.

The facilities are half an hour apart, with family
driving Anita to see Wolfram several times a week.
Granddaughter Ashley Bartyik took “the saddest
photo I have ever taken” when her grandparents
were brought together recently. She notes that he
reaches and cries out for her.

Wolfram was diagnosed with lymphoma Aug.
23. Now, the family is desperate for the couple to
be together to live out their remaining days. “I see
desperation,” Bartyik said. “I see people married for
62 years pulled apart by a system. I see the love
they have for each other.”

She took to social media to draw attention to
the family’s plight and said the family had been
working to find a care home to accommodate
both grandparents. But the couple’s immediate

health concerns led them to be put in separate
facilities. “It’s a little bit of a broken system right
now,” Bartyik said. She said the first call from the
local health authority came Aug. 25, after the pho-
to received international attention. “We were told
he is a top priority,” Bartyik said. She said Anita is
more aware of what is happening than her hus-
band.  She said her grandfather’s dementia is
growing and the family is afraid Wolfram soon
won’t remember Anita.

“With the news of cancer, our fight to have

them in the same facility is even more urgent,”
Bartyik said. Fraser Health spokeswoman Tasleem
Juma said the authority tries to keep families
together but that Wolfram’s care needs are higher
than Anita’s. She said a facility must meet both
patients’ needs, and the authority expects to com-
plete that work in several weeks. “This is very
upsetting for the family and is upsetting for us as
well,” Juma said. “It’s not unusual for senior cou-
ples to need different levels of care at different
times,” she said. — AP

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s first Zika patient
tested negative for the virus on Friday and was
discharged from hospital, the government said
in a statement. On Thursday, the Centre for
Health Protection had said the 38-year-old
woman, who had returned to Hong Kong after
spending two weeks in the Caribbean, had test-
ed positive.

She was initially tested and admitted to hos-
pital after suffering symptoms of joint pain and

red eyes. The statement issued late on Friday
said laboratory testing of the patient’s blood
and urine showed negative results for the virus.
It did not explain the discrepancy with results of
the earlier test. Zika was detected in Brazil last
year and has since spread across the Americas.
The virus poses a risk to pregnant women
because it can cause severe birth defects. It has
been linked to more than 1,800 cases of micro-
cephaly in Brazil. — Reuters

Hong Kong’s first Zika 

case tests negative

SURREY, CANADA: In this Monday, Aug. 22, 2016 photo provided by Ashley Bartyik, her
grandparents Wolfram and Anita Gottschalk of Surrey, British Columbia, Canada, cry as they
say goodbye near the end of a visit with each other in Wolfram’s elderly care home. —AP

Photograph of separated elderly Canada couple gets attention



SAN DIEGO: A federal judge will not immediately
block a California law that requires all schoolchildren
to be vaccinated and is one of the strictest in the
nation for eliminating exemptions based on religious
and personal beliefs.

The ruling Friday by US District Judge Dana
Sabraw in San Diego comes as the law faces its first
test with the end of summer break. A lawsuit filed by
17 families and two foundations sought an injunction
while the lawsuit works its way through the courts.
The law went into effect July 1 and eliminated reli-
gious and personal beliefs as reasons for opting out of
the state’s mandatory immunizations.

It requires all children to be vaccinated before
attending private or public schools or day care facili-

ties unless doctors determine medical reasons for not
doing so. Sabraw wrote in his ruling that “case law
makes clear that states may impose mandatory vacci-
nation requirements without providing for religious
or conscientious objections.”

“Wisdom” of the Legislature 
He also noted it was not the court’s place to decide

on the “wisdom” of the Legislature. Attorney Jim
Turner, representing the plaintiffs, said their children
will not be allowed to attend school except for home
schooling while the suit proceeds.

“The lawsuit could carry on for a period time, prob-
ably a year or two,” he said. Turner said his team was
still analyzing the ruling and declined to comment

further. Parents have argued that the law violated a
child’s constitutional right to an education. Those who
sued pointed out that 47 states allow either a reli-
gious or personal belief exemption from school vacci-
nation mandates.

The judge wrote in his ruling that the right to an
education is no more sacred than the right for a
state to protect “the health and safety of its citizens,
and particularly, schoolchildren.” Lawmakers passed
the legislation after a measles outbreak at
Disneyland in December 2014. The outbreak sick-
ened 147 people in the US, mostly in California.
Under the law, kindergartners and seventh-graders
must show proof of having received the govern-
ment’s recommended set of vaccinations.

The state’s legal team said the plaintiffs’ claims dis-
regard decades of scientific data and that the legisla-
tion was passed in response to a health emergency.
California “became the epicenter of a measles out-
break which was the result of unvaccinated individu-
als infecting vulnerable individuals, including children
who are unable to receive vaccinations due to health
conditions or age requirements,” the lawyers said.

The plaintiffs said that since 1961, the state
has dramatically increased the number of vac-
cines it requires for children. They also say school
districts have denied admission to children with
medical exemptions. The law’s opponents are
skeptical that the risk of an adverse reaction to
vaccines is minimal. — AP
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BEIJING: A Canadian patient’s receipt of a kidney
transplant after waiting just three days during a
recent visit to China raised an immediate red flag
among surgeons at the Montreal-based
Transplantation Society: A turnaround that quick
indicates the organ likely came from the body of an
executed prisoner.

The case adds to doubts among many doctors
internationally about whether China has met its
pledge to stop harvesting the organs of executed
inmates. The practice is widely condemned by the
World Health Organization and others because of
concerns over coercive practices and fears it could
encourage executions.

Officially ended
China officially claims it ended the harvesting of

executed inmates’ organs in January 2015.  Some for-
eign doctors who have worked in China say authori-
ties are behaving more responsibly, but other
observers say China hasn’t done enough to prove
that it’s fulfilled that pledge.

China sought to use the Transplantation Society’s
decision to hold its annual meeting in Hong Kong
this month as validation of its transplant program.
But Dr. Philip O’Connell, the society’s president,
rejected that interpretation, even if it appeared some
reforms had been successful. “We realize that this
isn’t going to change in a day,” O’Connell said. “It’s not
going to go from a system that was using organs
from executed prisoners, that was driven by corrup-
tion and where organs were being paid for ... to a sys-
tem that’s completely open, transparent and ethical.”

In a country that routinely suppresses discus-
sions of human-rights issues and cracks down on
lawyers and independent groups, government offi-
cials and state media have been relatively open
about China’s problems with organ donation. Dr.
Huang Jiefu, head of the system that supervises
transplants in Chinese hospitals, has been the pub-
lic face of the country’s attempts to change its
transplant practices. Huang publicly admitted in
2005 that doctors used executed prisoners’ organs.
In 2011, Huang and other officials estimated that 65
percent of transplanted organs from the deceased
came from executed prisoners.

In an interview Friday with The Associated Press,
Huang said he was confident hospitals under his
purview were moving to donated organs, but that
black-market surgeries still persist. “We still have a
long way to go,” Huang said. A former deputy health
minister, Huang said he speaks to top government
officials about reforms they need to make to win the
world’s confidence. Among the needed reforms,
Huang said, is a crackdown on organ trafficking and
more regulations on how organs are procured. China
also needs to train far more doctors and hospitals to
perform surgeries, he said.

“Our organ transplantation must be 100 percent
reliant on civilian, voluntary organ donation,” Huang
said. “Otherwise, we cannot stand on the world
stage.” China is believed to execute more people
than any other country in the world, though the total

number is kept secret. Amnesty International esti-
mates the annual number is in thousands.

A donor registry was piloted in 2010 and has
been expanded into a national system.  Newspapers
in China often publish positive stories of families that
have given the organs of a loved one, an apparent
attempt to shift longstanding cultural attitudes
about donation. One such story published by the
Shanghai Daily newspaper earlier this month
detailed the “selfless” donation of a 34-year-old doc-
tor’s organs to help six people. In what appeared to
be a reference to traditional beliefs about keeping a
body whole, the article quoted the doctor’s wife as
warning their daughter against “tying her hopes to
an uncertain heavenly place.”

10,057 organ transplants in 2015
According to the government, Chinese doctors

performed 10,057 organ transplants in 2015.  Health
officials have also said they expect to increase the
number of hospitals that can perform transplants. By
its own estimates, China has about 300,000 patients
a year in need of organs, a challenge that will only
get bigger as the world’s largest population ages. Its
national rate of donors leads Japan and most other
Asian countries, but is far behind the United States
and most nations in Western Europe.

Chinese government statistics often engender
deep skepticism, and critics of China’s organ dona-
tion practices say they’re not convinced. Some critics,
citing China’s history and the prevalence of black-
market surgeries, contend the true number of trans-
plants is much higher than the official numbers, and

that executed prisoners remain the source for many
of those organs. Dr. Torsten Trey, executive director of
the advocacy group Doctors Against Forced Organ
Harvesting, said international visitors were not see-
ing enough of the system to truly judge the accuracy
of China’s statistics or claims of progress. “The change
was not successful, because there is no change,” Trey
said in an email.

For more than a decade, doctors from outside
China have worked with Huang and other officials.
Huang said he has invited transplant surgeons to
tour hospitals and meet doctors. Dr. Michael Millis, a
transplant surgeon at the University of Chicago, said
he’s visited “several dozen” transplant centers in
China as part of his volunteer work in the country.
One sign of a shift, Millis said, was that doctors at
those centers used to have routinely scheduled sur-
geries. Now, they talk of having multiple surgeries in
one day or days without any surgeries at all. That
indicates they are operating on the up-and-down
schedule of a system fueled by voluntary donations
rather than executions, Millis said. “These are the sto-
ries that I can say that my personal experience is
changing and it’s changing to the system that the
rest of the world sees,” Millis said.

Millis says reports like the recent case in Canada
suggest black-market surgeries still occur in China,
though not at the scale alleged by others. “There is
no evidence it is an extensive black-market parallel
system that would generate a large number of
organs from executed prisoners,” Millis said, adding
that unsanctioned transplants occur in other parts of
the world as well. — AP

Judge won’t block California’s strict child vaccination law

HANGZHOU, CHINA: In this Wednesday, May 15, 2013 file photo, 28 year old Fang Hui shows
off the scar from a living donor organ transplant operation where she received a portion of
her sister’s liver, at a hospital. — AP

NEW YORK: How long can people sur-
vive in the rubble of an earthquake? A
week or more under the best circum-
stances, some experts say. That means
the trapped victims aren’t seriously
injured, they have air to breathe and
the weather isn’t too hot or too cold.

In Italy, more than 200 people have
been rescued since a strong earthquake
hit Wednesday, and rescue efforts are
continuing. The quake struck in the
middle of the night as people were
sleeping, raising the possibility that
more people were trapped in buildings.

Hope fades with time
The vast majority of rescues occur in

the first 24 hours after a disaster. After
that, the chances of survival drop as
each day passes, experts say. Most vic-
tims are badly injured or buried by
fall ing stones or other debris.  “ The
more serious the injury, the less the
chance of  sur vival,” said Dr.   Paul
Auerbach, a professor of emergency
medicine at Stanford University who
has been part of rescue teams after
earthquakes in Haiti and Nepal.

Contributing factors
Survival mainly depends on water,

temperature and air to breathe. “Food is

not so much of an issue” - people can
survive for weeks without it, said Dr.
Richard Moon, a Duke University expert
on survival. But most can only last a few
days without water, he added. The tem-
perature is also a factor: If it’s very hot, a
person can sweat and begin to over-
heat. “You’re losing more water” and
may not make it a few days, Auerbach
said. And having enough air to breathe
under the rubble is also key.

Survival stories
Many devastating earthquakes have

been accompanied by “miracle” stories
of people rescued days after many had
given up hope. In 2011, a Japanese
teenager and his 80-year-old grand-
mother were found alive after nine days
trapped in their flattened home after
the earthquake and tsunami that dev-
astated Fukushima. The year before, a
16-year-old Haitian girl trapped for 15
days was rescued from the earthquake
rubble in Port-Au-Prince.

“ When people are pulled out 10
days afterward, people go ‘it’s a mira-
cle.’ And from an emotional perspec-
tive, it is a miracle. But it’s also physio-
logically possible,” Auerbach said. That
said, “it’s the exception, not the rule,”
he added. — AP

Survival of quake victims 

depends on many factors

AMATRICE, CENTRAL ITALY: In this Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2016 file photo, res-
cuers carry an injured woman on a stretcher after a strong earthquake earlier
in the morning. — AP

Does China still harvest organs 

of executed? Doctors divided
China claims to have ceased harvesting
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Aqua Park celebrates its 21st anniversary 
On Thursday Aqua Park celebrated its 21st anniversary amongst a huge crowd. The management of the theme park had special activities including a traditional music band, magic performances, over 20

cartoon characters and special prices and awards for children throughout the day that everyone enjoyed.



The Sultan Center takes pride in
bringing its customers the high-
est quality produce from around

the globe. Every Tuesday, customers
are invited to visit TSC stores to shop
TSC’s Produce Festival where cus-
tomers will find the freshest quality
produce on display showcased in col-
orful displays of leafy greens to color-
ful fruits and vegetables; whether farm
fresh or air freighted customers will
find it all. Every week new items will be
featured during the festival, where
customer will be able to sample and
taste a range of healthy and nutritious
fruits and vegetables on display.

On Thursday’s TSC is bringing back
its Seafood Festival where customers
can enjoy a spectacular range of
seafood direct from the sea or seafood
specialties of salmon, oysters, mussels
and much more...To make the festival

more exciting  TSC offers customers
free cleaning and cooking of seafood
purchases at selected stores.
Commenting on TSC’s initiative,
Makram Malaeb, Commercial &
Operations Director, said: “At TSC, we
strive to ensure our customers’ satis-
faction, we pride ourselves to be cus-
tomers number one shopping destina-
tion, and we work closely with our
suppliers and shipping agents to
ensure the seafood you find in our
stores is of the freshest and highest
quality available. We have trained and
dedicated staff who can answer all
your questions on cooking and prepa-
ration. And you can be assured that
the variety we carry is as vast as the
sea” Malaeb added.

We invite you to Shop TSC Festivals
to enjoy the freshest highest-quality
produce and seafood available.

W H AT ’ S  ON
SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

All photos submitted for What’s
On should be minimum 200dpi.
Articles must be in plain text and
should include name and phone
numbers. Articles and photos that
fail to meet these requirements
will not be published. 

Please send them to
news@kuwaittimes.net

What’s On - Submission Guidelines

The United States Embassy in
Kuwait calls on Kuwaiti nationals,
early career English language

teachers, and recent graduates of jour-
nalism, mass media, or American or
English literature programs to apply for
the Fulbright Foreign Language
Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program. The
Embassy is accepting applications until
September 3, 2016. 

The FLTA Program is a nine-month,
non-degree program for early career
English teachers or recent graduates in
journalism and media or American or
English literature. It is fully funded by the
Department of State and provides the
opportunity for participants to teach
Arabic for U.S. students, refine their
teaching skills, increase their English lan-
guage proficiency, and extend their
knowledge of the society and culture of
the United States. At the same time, suc-
cessful candidates help strengthen for-
eign language instruction at US colleges
and universities by serving as teaching
assistants for classes in their native lan-
guage. 

Fluency in English is mandatory,

demonstrated by a score of no less than
79-80 for TOEFL IBT or 6.0 for IELTS.  Ideal
candidates for the program have a desire
to meet people and become a part of
their host community by participating in
community events and campus activi-
ties. Fulbright FLTA participants are cre-
ative and self-reliant team players, who
are able to maintain excellent relation-
ships with faculty, staff, and students. 

A complete application package
includes: 
- An online application through

https://apply.embark.com/student/fu
lbright/flta/ 

- Original academic transcripts with
certified English translations

- A graduation certificate
- Three letters of reference
- A TOEFL or IELTS score report

Short-listed applicants will be con-
tacted by the Embassy for interviews.
Successful candidates will be notified
starting March 2017. Program dates are
September 2017- June 2018. 

Visit us online at
kuwait.usembassy.gov     

@USEmbassyQ8

US Embassy Kuwait Calls for 2017/2018

Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching

Assistant (FLTA) Program Applications 

Every couple wants their big day to be
perfect, special, and truly memorable.
What better place to celebrate this spe-

cial occasion than at Arraya Ballroom - the
epitome of elegance and breathtaking beauty.

Located in the heart of the city close to
Courtyard by Marriott Kuwait, Arraya Ballroom
is one of the most popular wedding venues in
the country. Its idyllic location, aesthetic

appeal and picture perfect grounds make it
ideal for a regal wedding, leaving a lasting
impression on you and your guests.

The decor is superlative with mood lights
that exude aura and create a serene and ele-
gant ambience. The pre-function area, corri-
dors and banquet lobby- all have been
designed to offer a perfect setting for your
wedding ceremonies.

Before and throughout your big day, the
professional wedding planners at Arraya
Ballroom will guide you through every step
to ensure your special day is truly unforget-
table. From stunning flower arrangements
and customized wedding cakes to cutting-
edge audio-visual technology and high
speed internet, Arraya Ballroom offers a
choice of packages and options that will sur-

pass everything you have ever imagined.
When it comes to cuisine, we satisfy every
taste with a wide range of buffet menus
designed by our world class chefs. 

To ease the stress and take care of every
single detail, we offer tailor-made packages
that can be individually designed to suit your
special needs. 

The special wedding package includes a

complimentary night in one of the deluxe
rooms at Courtyard by Marriott Kuwait, a free
use of the bridal suite, a customized wedding
cake, an upgraded menu featuring an elegant
buffet, free parking and a lot more.

Whether you dream of an intimate gather-
ing or a grand gala, our experienced team will
craft the perfect celebration, allowing you and
your guests to relax and enjoy the experience.

Enjoy the perfect wedding celebration at Arraya Ballroom

Helping parents and children to make an
unforgettable memory of their first day
at school; The Sultan Center brings to

the Middle East an authentic European tradi-
tion: “Schultute” or “School Cone”.

“Schultute” is +200 years old tradition
which was initiated in Germany, the Chezh
Republic, parts of Poland, Austria and parts of
Switzerland where parents and grandparents
would present the children a cardboard cone
decorated and filled with school supplies,
toys and candies for their first day of school
to make it a little brighter. 

“Schultute” concept was brought to Kuwait
by a German national living in Kuwait, Mr.

Gretzinger, in order to create a lasting memo-
ry for children and to surprise them on their
first day of school. It was a tradition to take
photos for children to keep and enjoy lasting
a lifetime. TSC has teamed up with Schultute
Germany to launch this tradition in Kuwait.

Parents visiting TSC Salmiya and Sharq can
select from a variety of personalized designs
ranging from Minions, Frozen Spiderman,
Star Wars and many more.  Each cone is truly
unique, hand crafted and designed by a team
of dedicated artists; parents can include a
personalized message for their child, there is
also a fully dedicated team on site to assist
customer with order placement. Once the

cone is produce and delivered customer can
fill the cone with a range of school supplies
from TSC along with toys and snacks. 

“TSC is always welcoming new ideas that
can add to the customers’ shopping experi-
ence at our stores. The “Schultute” is an amaz-
ing way parents can add excitement and
delight to their child’s first day at school and
we wanted to be part of it” stated Lisa Al
Gharib- Marketing Manager at TSC.

This activity can be found in TSC Salmiya
and TSC Sharq. The “Schultute’ is a
‘Surprise, a Smile, a Memory for life”. Visit
TSC Salmiya and Sharq today to start a new
family tradition.

The Sultan Center Presents ‘Schultute’

The Sultan Center Re-Launches Produce 

& Seafood Festivals Across its Stores

Kayamkulam NRIs Kuwait unanimous-
ly elected its new Office Bearers in its
Annual General Body held on Friday,

August 12, 2016 at Foke Hall, Mangaf,
under the supervision of Returning Officer
Safeer P. Harriz, Advisor.

New Office Bearers:
Patron: Shaik P. Harriz        
Advisory Board:  Sirajudeen,  Safeer P. Harriz, 
President: B.S. Pillai, 
Vice-President(s):  Tom Jacob, Hari
Unnithan
General Secretary: Abdul Vahab
Secretary (s): Gopalakrishnan, Sunil S.S.
Treasurer: Krishnakumar C.
Cultural Secretary: Renjith .P

Executive Members: Sreekumar K.G.,
Hassan Kunju, Mathai Tharakan, Khaleel,

Satheesh C. Pillai, Biju Parayil, Hari Soman,
Vipin Mangattu, Salim, Madhukuttan,
Nadirsha, Bjiu Khader, Arun Soman Pillai,
K.S. Viswanath.

Safeer P. Harriz, Advisor, congratulated
the new committee and wished success for
all its activities beneficial to the community.

Prior to the election, the Annual Report
and Accounts for the previous year were
presented by Sunil SS, Secretary, and
Krishnakumar C. Treasurer respectively and
the AGB gave its unanimous approval.

Secretary Sunil welcomed the AGB while
General Secretary Abdul Vahab proposed
vote of thanks.

Registered with the Indian Embassy,
Kayamkulam NRIs has been in Kuwait for
the last 13 years, rendering Social, Welfare
and Cultural services.

Kayamkulam NRIs 

New Office Bearers
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BLENDED ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

FASTER ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

03:45 Hidalgo
06:15 Faster
08:00 Ladder 49
10:00 Dracula Untold
11:45 Batman Unlimited: Monster
Mayhem
13:30 Faster
15:15 Ladder 49
17:15 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
19:00 The Hobbit: The Battle Of
The Five Armies
22:00 We Still Kill The Old Way
23:45 Wolves
01:30 Sharknado 2: The Second
One

03:00 The Imitation Game
05:00 Ricki And The Flash
07:00 Believe
09:00 The Imitation Game
11:00 Ricki And The Flash
13:00 Interstellar
16:00 Miss You Already
18:00 Hot Pursuit
20:00 Taken 3
22:00 I Lived
00:00 Wild Card
02:00 Pressure

03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
06:00 Man Fire Food
06:30 Man Fire Food
07:00 Chopped
08:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
08:30 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
09:00 The Kitchen
10:00 The Pioneer Woman
10:30 The Pioneer Woman
11:00 Chopped
12:00 Guy’s Big Bite
12:30 Guy’s Big Bite
13:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
13:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:00 Man Fire Food
14:30 Man Fire Food
15:00 Chopped
16:00 The Kitchen
17:00 The Pioneer Woman
17:30 The Pioneer Woman
18:00 Chopped
19:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
20:00 Ace Of Cakes
20:30 Ace Of Cakes
21:00 Andy Bates Brazilian Street
Feasts
21:30 Andy Bates Brazilian Street

05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Bones
08:00 Once Upon A Time
10:00 Chicago Med
11:00 Bones
12:00 Once Upon A Time
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Shark Tank
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Once Upon A Time
19:00 Containment
20:00 The Family
21:00 Chicago Med
22:00 Heartbeat
23:00 The X-Files
00:00 Bones
01:00 Chicago Med
02:00 Heartbeat

TAKEN 3 ON OSN MOVIES HD

04:05 Doctors
04:35 Eastenders
05:05 The Musketeers
06:00 Eastenders
06:30 Death In Paradise
07:30 Death In Paradise
08:25 Call The Midwife
09:25 The Musketeers
10:20 Doctors
10:55 Eastenders
11:25 Death In Paradise
12:20 Call The Midwife
13:15 The Musketeers
14:10 Doctors
14:45 Eastenders
15:15 Death In Paradise
16:10 Call The Midwife
17:05 The Musketeers
18:00 Doctors
18:30 Eastenders
19:05 Death In Paradise
20:00 Holby City
21:00 Friday Night Dinner
21:30 Rev.
22:00 Stag
22:55 Hebburn
23:25 Doctors
00:00 Eastenders
00:35 Holby City
01:35 Friday Night Dinner
02:00 Rev.
02:35 Stag

03:15 Wheels That Fail
03:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
04:05 Storage Hunters
04:30 Dallas Car Sharks
05:00 How Stuff’s Made
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Alaska: The Last Frontier
06:50 Kindig Customs
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
08:55 Storage Hunters UK
09:20 Dallas Car Sharks
09:45 How Stuff’s Made
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Mythbusters
11:25 World’s Top 5
12:15 World’s Top 5
13:05 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
13:30 Storage Hunters
13:55 Dallas Car Sharks
14:20 Alaska: The Last Frontier
15:10 Kindig Customs
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 How Stuff’s Made
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Dark Woods Justice

03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Hank Zipzer
04:35 Binny And The Ghost
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Hank Zipzer
06:25 Jessie
06:50 Disney Mickey Mouse

06:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
07:20 Dog With A Blog
07:45 Bunk’d
08:10 Austin & Ally
08:35 Shake It Up
09:00 Hannah Montana
09:25 Hannah Montana
09:50 Wizards Of Waverly Place
10:15 Wizards Of Waverly Place
10:40 Good Luck Charlie
11:05 Good Luck Charlie
11:30 Jessie
11:55 Disney Mickey Mouse
12:00 The 7D
12:15 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
12:40 Hank Zipzer
13:05 Star Darlings
13:10 Austin & Ally
13:35 Austin & Ally
14:00 Liv And Maddie
14:25 Liv And Maddie
14:50 Dog With A Blog
15:15 Hank Zipzer
15:40 Bunk’d
16:05 Star Darlings
16:10 Gravity Falls
16:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
17:00 Backstage
17:50 Girl Meets World
18:15 Bunk’d
18:40 Mako Mermaids
19:05 Austin & Ally
19:30 Jessie
19:55 Violetta
20:45 Good Luck Charlie
21:10 H2O: Just Add Water
21:35 H2O: Just Add Water
22:00 Binny And The Ghost
22:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Hank Zipzer
23:35 Binny And The Ghost
00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Hank Zipzer
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:30 Violetta

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:20 Loopdidoo
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 The Hive
07:10 Zou
07:25 Loopdidoo
07:40 Jungle Cubs
08:05 Sofia The First
08:30 Miles From Tomorrow
08:40 PJ Masks
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:40 Doc McStuffins
09:55 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
10:00 Sofia The First
10:30 Sofia The First
11:00 The Lion Guard
11:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
12:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
12:30 Gummi Bears
13:00 Sofia The First
13:30 Doc McStuffins
14:00 The Lion Guard
14:30 Aladdin
14:55 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:05 Goldie & Bear
15:30 Miles From Tomorrow
16:00 Doc McStuffins
16:25 Doc McStuffins
16:55 Sofia The First
17:25 Sofia The First
17:50 The Lion Guard
18:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:45 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:00 PJ Masks
19:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
20:00 Doc McStuffins
20:30 Sofia The First
21:00 PJ Masks
21:30 Aladdin
22:00 Jungle Cubs
22:25 Gummi Bears
22:50 Zou
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
02:00 Calimero
02:15 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Super Matrak
06:35 Super Matrak
07:00 Pokemon Bw: Adventures In
Unova
07:25 K.C. Undercover
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Danger Mouse S1
08:40 Camp Lakebottom
09:05 Counterfeit Cat
09:10 Gravity Falls
09:35 Lab Rats
10:00 Rocket Monkeys
10:25 Ultimate Spider-Man
10:50 Boyster
11:20 Boyster
11:45 Pair Of Kings
12:10 Pair Of Kings
12:35 Lab Rats
13:00 Lab Rats
13:30 Phineas And Ferb
13:55 Phineas And Ferb
14:20 Kickin’ It
14:45 Pokemon Bw: Adventures In
Unova
15:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
15:15 Supa Strikas
15:40 Supa Strikas
16:05 Lab Rats
16:30 Danger Mouse S1
16:55 Kirby Buckets
17:25 K.C. Undercover
17:50 Annedroids
18:15 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
18:40 K.C. Undercover
19:05 Counterfeit Cat
19:10 Gravity Falls
19:35 Pickle And Peanut
20:00 Lab Rats
20:25 Supa Strikas
20:55 K.C. Undercover
21:20 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
21:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
22:10 Marvel Avengers Assemble
22:40 Disney Mickey Mouse

04:00 Bringing Down The House
06:00 The Hitchhiker’s Guide To
The Galaxy
08:00 Bubble Boy
10:00 Bringing Down The House
12:00 Blended
14:00 Se Puder... Dirija!
16:00 Bubble Boy
18:00 Under The Tuscan Sun
20:00 Out Cold
22:00 Please Give
00:00 A Night At The Roxbury
02:00 Under The Tuscan Sun

03:00 Nathan For You
03:25 Nathan For You
03:50 Impractical Jokers
04:15 Impractical Jokers
04:40 Ridiculousness
05:05 Ridiculousness
05:30 Tosh.0
05:55 Tosh.0
06:20 Tattoo Disasters
06:50 Tattoo Disasters
07:15 Hungry Investors
08:05 Ridiculousness
08:30 Ridiculousness
08:55 Nathan For You
09:20 Nathan For You
09:45 Impractical Jokers
10:10 Impractical Jokers
10:35 Key And Peele
11:00 Workaholics
11:25 Lip Sync Battle
11:50 Lip Sync Battle
12:15 Nathan For You
12:40 Nathan For You
13:05 Impractical Jokers
13:30 Impractical Jokers
13:55 Ridiculousness
14:20 Ridiculousness
14:45 Tattoo Disasters
15:10 Tattoo Disasters
15:35 Lip Sync Battle
16:00 Lip Sync Battle
16:30 Nathan For You
16:55 Nathan For You
17:25 Workaholics
17:50 Impractical Jokers
18:15 Impractical Jokers
18:39 Key And Peele

19:03 Workaholics
19:27 TUT
20:13 TUT
21:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
21:30 Patton Oswalt: Tragedy Plus
Comedy Equals Time
22:18 Inside Amy Schumer
22:42 South Park
23:05 Underground With Dave
Attell
23:30 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
00:00 TUT
00:50 TUT
01:40 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
02:05 John Mulaney: New In Town

18:30 Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown
19:20 Running Wild With Bear
Grylls
20:10 Storage Hunters
20:35 Dallas Car Sharks
21:00 Dark Woods Justice
21:50 Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown
22:40 Mega Shippers
23:30 Fast N’ Loud
00:20 Kindig Customs
01:10 Dark Woods Justice
02:00 Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown
02:50 Mega Shippers

03:00 Mega Engineering
03:48 Smash Lab
04:36 Secret Space Escapes
05:24 How The Universe Works
06:12 How Do They Do It?
06:36 Food Factory
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Smash Lab
08:14 How The Universe Works
09:02 Mega Engineering
09:50 How Do They Do It?
10:14 Food Factory
10:38 Secret Space Escapes
11:26 Smash Lab
12:14 How The Universe Works
13:02 How Do They Do It?
13:26 Food Factory
13:50 Mega Engineering
14:38 Secret Space Escapes
15:26 Smash Lab
16:14 How The Universe Works
17:02 Mega Engineering
17:50 Smash Lab
18:40 How The Universe Works
19:30 Battle Factory
19:55 Battle Factory
20:20 How Do They Do It?
20:45 Food Factory
21:10 Industrial Junkie
21:35 Industrial Junkie
22:00 Battle Factory
22:25 Battle Factory
22:50 How The Universe Works
23:40 Smash Lab
00:30 How Do They Do It?
00:55 Food Factory
01:20 Battle Factory
01:45 Battle Factory
02:10 How The Universe Works

03:15 WAGs
04:10 WAGs
05:05 WAGs

06:00 Fashion Bloggers
06:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:20 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
08:20 E! News
09:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
10:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
11:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
12:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
13:05 E! News

14:05 Botched
15:00 WAGs
16:00 WAGs
17:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
19:00 E! News
20:00 Hollywood Medium With
Tyler Henry
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 Botched
23:00 E! News
00:00 Famously Single
00:55 Famously Single
01:50 Botched
02:20 E! News

03:40 Last Days Of The Nazis
04:30 Blood And Glory: The Civil
War In Color
05:20 Ancient Aliens
06:10 The Universe
07:00 Dogfights
08:00 Cities Of The Underworld
09:00 The Universe
10:00 World War II: Lost Films
11:00 World War II: Lost Films
12:00 Ancient Aliens
13:00 Dogfights
14:00 Cities Of The Underworld
15:00 The Universe
16:00 World War II: Lost Films
17:00 World War II: Lost Films
18:00 Ancient Aliens
19:00 Patton 360
20:00 Cities Of The Underworld
21:00 The Universe
22:00 America: The Story Of The
U.S.
23:00 Ultimate Guide To The
Presidents
00:00 Ancient Aliens
01:00 Patton 360
02:00 Cities Of The Underworld
02:50 The Universe

03:40 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
04:05 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
04:30 Pawn Stars
05:00 Time Team
06:00 Shipping Wars
06:25 Shipping Wars
06:50 Swamp People
07:40 Mountain Men
08:30 American Restoration
08:55 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
09:20 Big Rig Bounty Hunters
09:45 Alaska Off-Road Warriors
10:35 Alone
11:25 Time Team
12:15 American Pickers
13:05 Storage Wars
13:30 Storage Wars
13:55 Counting Cars: Best Of
14:20 Car Hunters
14:45 American Restoration
15:10 American Restoration
15:35 Shipping Wars
16:00 Ax Men
16:50 Mountain Men
17:40 Swamp People
18:30 Time Team
19:20 American Pickers
20:10 Pawn Stars
20:35 Pawn Stars
21:00 Criss Angel: Mindfreak
21:25 Criss Angel: Mindfreak
21:50 Pirate Treasure Of The
Knights Templar
22:40 Britain’s Bloody Crown: War
Of The Roses
23:30 Criss Angel: Mindfreak
23:55 Criss Angel: Mindfreak
00:20 Pirate Treasure Of The
Knights Templar
01:10 Leepu And Pitbull
02:00 Swamp People
02:50 Mountain Men

03:25 Vera
05:15 Eggheads
05:45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
07:05 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
08:00 Vera
09:50 Murdoch Mysteries
10:45 Eggheads
11:15 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials

12:10 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Coronation Street
14:20 Coronation Street
14:45 Murdoch Mysteries
15:35 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
16:30 Don’t Tell The Bride
17:25 Autopsy: The Last Hours
Of...
18:20 Emmerdale
18:45 Coronation Street
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
20:30 Don’t Tell The Bride
21:25 Autopsy: The Last Hours
Of...
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Murdoch Mysteries
00:10 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
01:00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
02:30 Murdoch Mysteries

03:45 Zoo Confidential
04:40 Expedition Wild
05:35 Asia’s Deadliest Snakes
06:30 Planet Carnivore
07:25 Zoo Confidential
08:20 Expedition Wild
09:15 Animal Armory
10:10 Planet Carnivore
11:05 Dangerous Encounters
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 Top Cats
13:50 Animal Intervention
14:45 Sharkatraz
15:40 Expedition Wild

03:50 Science Of Stupid
04:15 Science Of Stupid
04:45 Incredibly Small World
05:40 Money Meltdown
06:05 Money Meltdown
06:35 Hacking The System
07:00 Hacking The System
07:30 Brain Games
07:55 Brain Games
08:25 UFOs: The Untold Stories
09:20 Incredibly Small World
10:15 Machine Impossible
11:10 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
12:05 Fly Me To The Stars: Japan’s
Space Challenge
13:00 UFOs: The Untold Stories
14:00 Brain Games
14:30 Brain Games
15:00 Hacking The System
15:30 Hacking The System
16:00 Machine Impossible
17:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
18:00 Mission Pluto
19:00 Science Of Stupid
19:30 Science Of Stupid
20:00 Machine Impossible
20:50 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
21:40 Mission Pluto
22:30 Science Of Stupid
22:55 Science Of Stupid
23:20 Money Meltdown
23:45 Money Meltdown
00:10 Machine Impossible
01:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
02:00 Mission Pluto
02:55 Hacking The System

03:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:48 Henry Danger
04:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
04:36 The Haunted Hathaways
05:00 Max & Shred
05:24 Henry Danger
05:48 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:48 Winx Club
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Breadwinners
09:00 Get Blake
09:24 Rabbids Invasion
09:48 Henry Danger
10:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
10:36 The Haunted Hathaways
11:00 Winx Club
11:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
12:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
13:00 Breadwinners
13:24 The Loud House
13:48 Harvey Beaks
14:12 Rabbids Invasion
14:36 Henry Danger
15:00 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
15:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 The Loud House
17:00 Sanjay And Craig
17:24 Harvey Beaks
17:48 Breadwinners
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00 100 Things To Do Before
High School
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:24 Breadwinners
21:48 Breadwinners
22:12 Sanjay And Craig
22:36 Sanjay And Craig
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants

04:00 Life In Pieces
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
06:30 The Bill Engvall Show
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Life In Pieces
10:30 The Bill Engvall Show
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:30 Life In Pieces
13:30 The Bill Engvall Show
15:30 Fresh Off The Boat
16:00 Grandfathered
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Two And A Half Men
18:30 Two And A Half Men
19:00 Angie Tribeca
19:30 Angie Tribeca
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 Fresh Off The Boat
21:30 Grandfathered
22:00 South Park
22:30 South Park
23:00 Family Guy
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers
00:30 Fresh Off The Boat
01:00 Grandfathered
02:30 Family Guy

Feasts
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
23:00 Iron Chef America
00:00 Ace Of Cakes
00:30 Ace Of Cakes
01:00 Andy Bates Brazilian Street
Feasts
01:30 Andy Bates Brazilian Street
Feasts
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
02:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives

16:35 Fatal Attraction
17:30 Planet Carnivore
18:25 Wild Japan: Snow Monkeys
19:20 Sharkatraz
20:10 Expedition Wild
21:00 Fatal Attraction
21:50 Planet Carnivore
22:40 Wild Japan: Snow Monkeys
23:30 Shark Men
00:20 Top Cats
01:10 Animal Intervention
02:00 I, Predator
02:50 Dr. K’s Exotic Animal
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Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)
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Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
FDK 803 Damascus 00:35
JZR 239 Amman 00:50
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
MSC 403 Asyut 01:30
KAC 1802 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
CEB 018 Manila 02:20
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
LZB 7779 Burgas 03:30
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:30
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
ETH 3403 Addis Ababa/Riyadh 04:30
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
QTR 8511 Doha 05:15
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 354 BLR 08:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 08:00
KAC 286 Dhaka 08:05
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
MSC 411 Asyut 08:45
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
IRC 528 Ahwaz 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SAW 703 Damascus 09:45
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
FEG 961 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00

THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05
KAC 178 Vienna 14:15
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 742 Dammam 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
SYR 341 Damascus 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
KAC 514 Tehran 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
JZR 802 Taif 22:40
KAC 782 Jeddah 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:05
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 28/8/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
JAD 302 Amman 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
FDK 804 Damascus 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
MSC 404 Asyut 02:30
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KAC 177 Vienna 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
THY 769 Istanbul 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KKK 6505 Istanbul 04:20
LZB 7780 Burgas 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
CEB 019 Manila 04:50
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
ETH 3403 Addis Ababa 06:00
FEG 934 Sohag 06:00
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
QTR 8512 Doha 06:40
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
KAC 117 New York 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
MSC 412 Asyut 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:05
IRC 529 Ahwaz 10:10
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SAW 704 Damascus 10:45
KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50
ETH 3613 Addis Ababa 11:00
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
KAC 741 Dammam 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
KAC 103 London 12:10
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10

JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:45
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 513 Tehran 15:40
SVA 503 Madinah/Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 781 Jeddah 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
JZR 801 Taif 17:45
SYR 342 Damascus 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
KAC 1801 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
THY 1403 AYT 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10
KAC 155 Istanbul 23:15
JZR 528 Asyut 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25

112

X

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM 
THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (25/08/2016 TO 31/08/2016)

SHARQIA-1
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                 11:30 AM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   1:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            3:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            5:30 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   7:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          9:45 PM
THE BFG                                                             12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:45 AM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      3:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      6:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      8:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     10:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:05 AM

SHARQIA-3
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      2:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      4:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         6:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         8:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         1:00 AM

MUHALAB-1
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:45 AM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   1:45 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            3:45 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   5:45 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            7:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         9:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:05 AM

MUHALAB-2
SKIPTRACE                                                         1:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         3:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         5:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          8:15 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                         10:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                        12:45 AM

MUHALAB-3
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      2:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      4:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      6:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      9:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:15 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:15 AM

FANAR-1
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                          11:45 AM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            1:45 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   3:45 PM

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            5:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          7:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                         10:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                         12:15 AM

FANAR-2
SKIPTRACE                                                        12:45 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE                3:00 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE                5:15 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE                7:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         9:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                        12:05 AM

FANAR-3
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:00 PM
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                              3:00 PM
A FLYING JATT-Hindi                                      6:00 PM
A FLYING JATT-Hindi                                      9:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:05 AM

FANAR-4
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:30 AM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      3:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      5:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      8:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     10:15 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:45 AM

FANAR-5
GENIUS                                                                1:00 PM
GENIUS                                                                3:15 PM
THE BFG                                                              5:30 PM
GENIUS                                                                8:00 PM
GENIUS                                                               10:15 PM
GENIUS                                                              12:30 AM

MARINA-1
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                 11:30 AM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   1:15 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   3:15 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            5:15 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            7:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         9:30 PM
THE BFG                                                             11:45 PM

MARINA-2
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:30 AM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         3:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          6:15 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          8:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                        10:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:00 AM

MARINA-3
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:00 PM

MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      2:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      4:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      6:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      8:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     10:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                 12:45 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   2:45 PM
MONKEY KING: HERO IS BACK                   4:45 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE                6:45 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE                9:15 PM
HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE              11:30 PM

AVENUES-2
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION-2D-4DX    12:15 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION-2D-4DX     2:30 PM
THE BFG  -3D- 4DX                                          4:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION-2D-4DX     7:15 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION-2D-4DX     9:30 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION-2D-4DX    11:45 PM

AVENUES-3
SKIPTRACE                                                        12:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         2:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         5:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         7:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                         9:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                        12:05 AM

AVENUES-4
SKIPTRACE                                                        11:30 AM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                            1:45 PM
A FLYING JATT-Hindi                                      4:00 PM
NO SAT+TUE
Special Show “MIN 30 SANA                       4:00 PM
SAT
Special Show “SKIPTRACE”                          4:00 PM
TUE
SKIPTRACE                                                         7:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                          9:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                        11:30 PM

AVENUES-5
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     11:45 AM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      1:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      3:45 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      5:45 PM
NO SUN
Special Show “MECHANIC: RESURRECTION” 6:00 PM
SUN
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                      8:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     10:00 PM
MECHANIC: RESURRECTION                     12:05 AM

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

I, Fatima Mary Fernandes,
holder of Indian Passport
No. K4564810, 303
Dattatray, Opp Char Kop
bus depot, Kandivali (W)
Mumbai - 67, hereby
change my name to Violet
Mary Dsouza. 
(C 5296) 25-8-201

Nissan Patrol Jeep - 2011,
black color, excellent condi-
tion, single owner, parking
sensors, bluetooth radar,
camera, and navigation.
Contact: 50543333. 
(C 5207) 27-8-2016

APARTMENT

FOR RENT

Tel: 99679188

4 bedrooms, new
floor, 4 baths, 
big living, 
elevator, security. 
South Surra, Zahraa.

1. Should be computer literate
2. Transferable visa
3. Presentable

Interested candidates should
send their CVs with photo by
email: 

REQUIRED
Saleslady

hblackivy@gmail.com
Tel No: 95581180



SUNDAY, AUGUST 28, 2016

Today is a great time to be with others and to work together. Beyond work
in general, you will have luck in matters of speculation. Hint: study the differ-

ent department stores that think outside the box. You will find yourself taking time out
from your busy day to demonstrate understanding and sensitivity to a co-worker. Home
and family are on your mind this afternoon. This evening you will be expressing your cre-
ative side. You are coming to a creative and competitive phase, one in which you want to
be appreciated for what you do and who you are. A lover or child becomes a focal point in
your life. Creative pursuits, such as hobbies, are an outlet for much of your energy and will

help you become relaxed, refreshed and balanced.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Making a movie or working on a movie set you will discover a few great
places to purchase props. A little cleaning and a little placement and the result is fantastic.
Your friends, partners and relationships mean a lot to you. They are fun to interact with
and seem to love your presence with no strings attached, so to speak. You enjoy being
social and will no doubt weave this fact into your lifestyle. You are above all, a natural go-
between or mediator between the generations. Family gatherings today will get your
attention and you may be asked to help others see two sides of any question. You have a
strong effect on those who come to know you. You are able to talk about your goals and
bring them into focus. Celebrate your family this evening.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You appreciate tradition and regularity and can be quite happy when oth-
ers do not try to change your surroundings or plans. You may suffer regular infusions of
change, which you can find very disturbing. You are very disciplined and practical when it
comes to matters of home, family and career, often at the expense of your social life.
Everyone has a job and you carry through with your responsibilities most carefully today.
A new person may add to your family soon and today would be a grand time to celebrate.
A loved one is learning the art of massage and you may be the receiver of a free massage
this evening-the favor and the weekend will be a successful one. For the bedtime good-
nights, you might consider a story time for the young ones in your family.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

There is good understanding today. This may be a good day to have a family
meeting with only one subject: goals. You want to accomplish more and it is about time
those dreams become a reality. Giving others a chance to express their desired goals, you
will find that each path is destined for success. You encourage the family to keep their own
journals on how they will continue toward their goals. The next meeting will be on three
steps that each person took toward the accomplishment of each goal. Plan the short-term
goals as well as long-term goals so that there will be quick success. This encourages one
toward the long-term successes. With a support system and mind set in the right direc-
tion, each member will have a positive outcome.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You could be guiding young people in religious matters today. You are a
very feeling person and can sense the drift of a situation without a lot of analysis. Question
and answer sessions are fun and easy today. Enthusiasm happens this afternoon, especial-
ly when you bring young animals to lighten up the group and bring everyone together in
a sense of harmony. You certainly know how to be around young people! Don’t get carried
away with any particular message . . . They will learn, ask questions and then they will want
to play. These young people will gain a rare sense of support and this makes for a happy
time. The status of a love relationship has a chance to deepen and strengthen. You may
cancel some evening activity in order to give this relationship attention.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Everybody wants to know what your secret is to conquering some special
routine or technique. You may not even realize it but you will find that in some special
way, you are very intuitive. You tend to have very good timing and can steer clear of most
difficulties. You have brilliant insights into diet, health, ecology, conservation, etc. Even
though this is a day away from work you seem to relax best by working or planning your
projects. This day is perfect for starting something new or taking care of any personal
business. If you are out-of-doors, remember that although the sun is very important to
your mental health, your physical shell needs protection. There is time for a celebration
with loved ones tonight. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Today is full of learning matter. You could be reading but more than likely
you are listening to a lecture, a sermon or an audio book. History becomes real and you
may fanaticize about how people will react when they read about the age in which you
are living. This thinking may produce some fun conversations. The habit of referring to
spiritual answers when difficulties arise is a wise move toward a peaceful frame of mind
and you may work to memorize some passages. You have great discipline when it comes
to working with spirituality and unity-whatever binds or links us together. You are able to
teach others these messages. A picnic in the park with a walk after the noon meal creates
the opportunity to bond with family today.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

The world is a sacred place to you and you have an absolute commitment
to spiritual insight. Intuition is a fact of life and you most often display your sensitive, kind
and gentle side. Being sensitive to another person’s difficulty, you may decide to make a
quilt or repair some chair or do any other things that would make this person’s life easier.
After your service to this person you may decide that your talents should be used more
often. If you want to share the time that you set aside to help others, now would be a
good time to invite a friend or two. Some cities have a meals-on-wheels program for the
elderly, and this would bring nourishment and a listening ear to many that need a smiling
face in their life from time to time. This is a great time to plan.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You are in a great mood today and can think of all sorts of projects to get
into. This is finally a good day to do some work in the garden or to attend a

garden show and to take on a few creative ideas for your place. If there are no garden
shows, the garden shop or hardware store may serve the same purpose. If you are begin-
ning a project, they will show you a few shortcuts or give you tips to make your work easi-
er. This afternoon is good for friends or a loved one. You have a built-in sense of what the
others want and can always come up with just the right image. Your home setting is so
comfortable-it is often difficult to get visitors to go home. When you are chosen to con-
duct a youth meeting, you may decide to hold the meeting in your home.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You know exactly what you want when it comes to what is essential or cen-
tral to a situation. If you have instructions, you can make it work or at least know how to
instruct others. You are exacting when it comes to getting down to the basics. You will be
working at putting together some type of furniture or equipment. This tendency for per-
fection may continue as you enjoy other people’s art expression. Your taste in art and
appreciation in general is heightened. An art exhibit or presentation, perhaps a collection
of some sort, has fascinated you and this is where your interests may remain for this week.
Your sense of value is strong. This is a great time to have some deep discussion with a

loved one. Laughter is unavoidable and shared.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

A volunteer situation today may take you into the area of law or giving aid
to indigent peoples or to helping with warrants. There is an innate capacity

to negotiate with the law and authorities, plus an ability to find your way when it comes to
inner and spiritual matters. Others sense this gift and accept guidance and advice. This is a
very good time to speak about your goals-a good time for discussion and decisions. There
are many opportunities to help the less fortunate. Perhaps this would include some job
guidance. Through helping others-you will have insight into all sorts of possibilities. Before
the day is over you will find yourself singing a popular tune with a friend or a family mem-

ber. Young people love knock-knock jokes and you will be hearing plenty of them.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

This is a good time to build on those friendships that have had little nurtur-
ing lately. Talking to these friends and getting caught up on all the current news you may
decide to have a gathering at your house or a nearby park. Any excuse to keep the old
gang together is where your thinking is focused. A spur of the moment gathering might
turn into a yearly gathering. Encourage the group to bring a few brag pictures and bring
your own camera. You work well with imagination and understanding in areas of the mind
that are the most personal or private-in-depth psychology. You are able to create a heal-
ing, if one is needed. Some friends will be out of the country but you will be able to reach
them through written communication or calls.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1356

ACROSS
1. (of securities) Not quoted on a stock

exchange.
4. Deciduous trees or some shrubs of North

America.
12. A fluorocarbon with chlorine.
15. (in golf ) The standard number of strokes

set for each hole on a golf course, or for
the entire course.

16. Convert into, or infiltrate with melanin.
17. The sense organ for hearing and equilibri-

um.
18. A federal agency established to coordinate

programs aimed at reducing pollution and
protecting the environment.

19. Pass by, as of time.
20. A city in Veneto.
22. Small room on a ship or boat where people

sleep.
24. Dish baked in pastry-lined pan often with a

pastry top.
27. French novelist.
29. A strong post (as on a wharf or quay or

ship for attaching mooring lines).
32. Make less active or intense.
34. An inactive volcano in Sicily.
38. An official who evaluates property for the

purpose of taxing it.
40. A tower with a light that gives warning of

shoals to passing ships.
42. (in Scotland) A child.
43. A cord that is drawn through eyelets or

around hooks in order to draw together
two edges (as of a shoe or garment).

46. The bureau of the Treasury Department
responsible for tax collections.

47. A Dravidian language spoken in southern
India.

49. A brim that projects to the front to shade
the eyes.

52. (informal) Of the highest quality.
53. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic ele-

ment.
54. A monocotyledonous grass of the family

Gramineae (has only one species).
56. Sole genus of the family Naiadaceae.
59. A public promotion of some product or

service.
60. A soft silver-white ductile metallic element

(liquid at normal temperatures).
61. A woman hired to suckle a child of some-

one else.
64. Essential oil or perfume obtained from

flowers.
66. An intensely radioactive metallic element

that occurs in minute amounts in uranium
ores.

68. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a
skewer usually with vegetables.

69. A metallic element of the rare earth group.
71. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising sole-

ly the razorbill.
74. The sixth month of the civil year.
78. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
79. A dry cold north wind in SE France.
80. Having sections or patches colored differ-

ently and usually brightly.
81. The use of nuclear magnetic resonance of

protons to produce proton density
images.

82. Type genus of the Aceraceae.
83. Not having rhyme.
84. A Turkish unit of weight equal to about

2.75 pounds.

DOWN
1. An organization of countries formed in 1961

to agree on a common policy for the sale
of petroleum.

2. Thin fibrous bark of the paper mulberry and
Pipturus albidus.

3. Decapod having eyes on short stalks and a
broad flattened carapace with a small
abdomen folded under the thorax and
pincers.

4. A primeval personification of air and breath.
5. The fatty flesh of eel.
6. A blow from a flat object (as an open hand).
7. Pig-sized tailless South American amphibi-

ous rodent with partly webbed feet.
8. Remove from political office.
9. A statement that deviates from or perverts

the truth.
10. North American republic containing 50

states - 48 conterminous states in North
America plus Alaska in northwest North
America and the Hawaiian Islands in the
Pacific Ocean.

11. A shade of brown with a tinge of red.
12. The basic unit of money in Ghana.
13. Ancient Italian deity in human shape, with

horns, pointed ears and a goat's tail.
14. A steep rugged rock or cliff.
21. Genus of erect herbs of the Middle East

having showy flowers.
23. An advanced student or graduate in medi-

cine gaining supervised practical experi-
ence (`houseman' is a British term).

25. The azimuth of a celestial body is the angle
between the vertical plane containing it
and the plane of the meridian.

26. Any of several small ungulate mammals of
Africa and Asia with rodent-like incisors
and feet with hooflike toes.

28. A chronic inflammatory collagen disease
affecting connective tissue (skin or joints).

30. (Old Testament) The second patriarch.
31. Wild ox of the Malay Archipelago.
33. A cord fastened around the neck with an

ornamental clasp and worn as a necktie.
35. Of the nature of or undergoing an experi-

ment.
36. Of or relating to or constituting the

Scandinavian group of languages.
37. Place a value on.
39. An unforeseen obstacle.
41. Robust east Asian clump-forming perenni-

al herbs having racemose flowers.
44. Any of numerous trees of the family

Cupressaceae that resemble cedars.
45. An unfledged or nestling hawk.
48. (Irish) Mother of the Tuatha De Danann.
50. An international organization of European

countries formed after World War II to
reduce trade barriers and increase cooper-
ation among its members.

51. (Greek mythology) Monster with nine
heads.

55. Someone who has or gives or receives a
part or a share.

57. To gain with effort.
58. Rapid and indistinct speech.
62. Any of several Old World herbs of the

genus Medicago having small flowers and
trifoliate compound leaves.

63. Lower in esteem.
65. A telegram sent abroad.
67. The mission in San Antonio where in 1836

Mexican forces under Santa Anna
besieged and massacred American rebels
who were fighting to make Texas inde-
pendent of Mexico.

70. (Islam) The man who leads prayers in a
mosque.

72. Disturb in mind or make uneasy or cause to
be worried or alarmed.

73. An elaborate song for solo voice.
75. (computer science) The part of a computer

(a microprocessor chip) that does most of
the data processing.

76. A religious belief of African origin involving
witchcraft and sorcery.

77. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized
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The One Dance hitmaker congratulated the chart sensation on
the news she’s to receive the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard
Award at the MTV Video Music Awards by purchasing her a

huge sign - usually reserved for road-side advertisements - embla-
zoned with the words ‘Congratulations to Rihanna from Drake and
everyone at OVO.’ The 28-year-old star couldn’t hide her delight
when she shared a picture of her personalised billboard on
Instagram and captioned it: “When he extra” alongside an emoji of a
trophy. The cute gesture has set tongues wagging that the pair - who

used to be an item - are secretly dating again and there’s no doubt
that they’re still extremely close, given Drake’s recent display of
affection. What’s more, they’ve collaborated on a number of love
tracks - most recently ‘Work’ and ‘Too Good’ and previously ‘Take
Care’ and ‘What’s My Name’ - and the 29-year-old Canadian rapper
and Bajan singer have outrageously flirted on stage throughout
Rihanna’s ‘Anti World Tour’.

Drake surprised
Rihanna with a billboard 

Isaiah Silva, 31, has employed the services of
Tom Grant, who was enlisted by the Hole singer
to dig around for answers after the Nirvana

frontman - who is Frances’ father - committed sui-
cide by shooting himself in 1994. However, Silva is
hoping Grant will protect him, his seven-year-old
son Arlo and Arlo’s mother Jessica Sullivan, 27,
from reportedly being harassed by Love and her
manager Sam Lutfi, according to Page Six.
According to the report Lutfi - who managed
Britney Spears during her notorious breakdown -
has tried to “strong-arm” Silva into returning a gui-
tar worth millions that was owned by Kurt and
played in Nirvana’s famous ‘MTV Unplugged’ ses-

sion. The instrument was given to Silva as a wed-
ding gift from Kurt’s daughter when they married
in secret in June 2014. It’s also claimed the manag-
er telephoned Sullivan and threatened her in order
to get her to side with Frances in the divorce pro-
ceedings, which will decide the fate of the guitar. A
source told the publication: “The threats only
stopped after Isaiah’s family hired Courtney’s for-
mer private investigator, Tom Grant. Tom even
stayed overnight at Jessica Sullivan’s home in case
Lutfi showed up.”

Frances Bean Cobain’s 
ex hires private detective 

Alicia Vikander,

Michael Fassbender

‘easy’ to fall in love

The actors have dated ever since they met two years ago on the set of
their upcoming film ‘The Light Between Two Oceans’ and instantly
connected. And though they are notoriously private about their rela-

tionship, they’re are currently in the middle of the press tour for the movie
and when asked about their relationship, Alicia said: “I think we’ve made a
clear statement that we keep certain things just between us. It was very
easy to unite, but that’s quite personal.” The Derek Cianfrance’s directed
title chronicles a couple falling for each other, and Michael insisted it was-
n’t the romance romantic setting of the movie that brought them togeth-
er. In an interview with Entertainment Weekly, Michael added: “It wasn’t
the first time in a movie either of us had played somebody who is falling in
love. There is an element of separation there. If I’m playing a murderer, I
don’t go out and start murdering people.” The couple made their red-car-
pet debut at the Golden Globes in January and although they are happy
to be photographed together, the Assassin’s Creed star refuses to share
more intimate details about their life.

Britney Spears 

‘nervous’ about 

MTV Music

Awards comeback 

The 34-year-old pop star is preparing to take to
the stage at Madison Square Garden in New
York City tomorrow and a promo video for the

event shows Britney carrying a snake on her shoul-
ders during her epic 2001 performance of ‘I’m a Slave
4 U’ and wearing a wedding dress to perform in
2003. However, it leaves out footage of her last per-
formance in 2007, after which she was slammed for
being out of shape, slow on stage and dancing like a
“bad stripper”. Asked how she’s feeling about her
upcoming VMA show, the star said: “I still get very
nervous [about the awards]. You’re not alive [if you
don’t]. I’m very alive.” Meanwhile, Britney took part in
James Corden’s Carpool Karaoke earlier this week
and revealed in the interview with radio station
103.5 KTU that The Late Late Show host was “incredi-
bly sweet” on and off camera. She said: “The guy was
just so incredibly sweet .?.?. He controlled the whole
thing, and sometimes I got onto him and said, ‘I don’t
want to hear that song again.’ They didn’t show that
part.” During the segment, the ‘Piece of Me’ singer -
who has 10-year-old son Sean and nine-year-old
Jayden with her ex-husband Kevin Federline - also
admitted she’s “done” with men.

Kate Moss will be
godmother to Liv

Tyler’s baby daughter

The 42-year-old supermodel - who has 13-year-old daughter
Lila with ex-boyfriend Jefferson Hack - was asked by her
actress friend to take on the spiritual and moral guidance of

little Lula Rose, who was born last month, during a holiday before
the baby was born. And Kate - who is already godmother to Liv’s
partner Dave Gardner’s eight-year-old son Grey, happily accepted. A
source told Grazia magazine: “Liv and Kate are close friends and
confidantes and Kate was asked to be Godmother earlier this year
when a group of friends were on holiday in Marrakesh. “Kate was
spending time with the couple and her daughter and admitted that
being asked to be a godmother again definitely had her feeling
maternal” Kate is also godmother to Jude Law and Sadie Frost’s
daughter Iris and her friend Rosemary Ferguson and partner Jake
Chapman’s daughter Blythe Ferguson. And just last month, she took
on the role for the Marquess of Cholmondeley’s daughter, who is
also called Iris. It was recently claimed Liv and Dave - who also have
son Sailor, 18, months together - have enlisted Kate and the sports
agent’s best friend David Beckham to help plan their wedding. 

The 32-year-old reality TV star - who has lost
40lbs after undergoing a strict diet and exer-
cise regime - is impressed with how her sister

bounced back after having her second baby and
took to Instagram to praise her. She shared some
bikini pictures of Kim, 35, and wrote: “My body
motivation. Mrs West.” Meanwhile, Khloe revealed
she sometimes works out twice a day in order to
“shock and challenge” her body. She wrote on her
website: “I definitely don’t always do two-a-day
workouts, but the reason that I tried them a couple
of months back was because I really just wanted to
shock and challenge my body. “First thing in the

morning, I would do an intense cardio workout,
like running hills. It would really wake me up for
the day.” “At around 5 or 6 pm at night, I would
head to the gym to work on building muscles. It
wasn’t only weightlifting, but really any workout to
build muscle mass.” However, she doesn’t recom-
mend it as a permanent measure. She said: “Two-a-
day workouts should only be for a very short
amount of time. Athletes only do it for two to three
weeks before they start their season. It’s definitely
not a lifestyle, and it’s way too much on your body
to do this for even three months.

Kim Kardashian West is 
Khloe’s ‘body motivation’
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Justin Bieber,

Sofia Richie jet off

on holiday together

The Cold Water hitmaker and model - who celebrated
her 18th birthday on Wednesday - were spotted at
Van Nuys Airport, Los Angeles, in matching grey and

white tracksuits boarding a private jet and the blonde
beauty shared flirty pictures of the couple on her Snapchat
account. Sofia - who previously revealed she was battling
sickness on her big day - is seemingly back to full health as
she enthusiastically captioned one picture: “Getaway!” In a
video, an excited Justin runs up and down the gangway of
the plane and Sofia jokingly describes him as “Mental”. The
couple confirmed their romance two weeks ago and but
the union was met with drama, as the pop sensation’s ex-
girlfriend Selena Gomez became embroiled in a public
spat with the star. The 24-year-old singer publicly scolded
Justin when he threatened to make his Instagram page pri-
vate after fans lashed out over pictures of his new love, and
they accused each other of cheating during their on/off
romance. True to his word, Justin disappeared from the
photo sharing site and Selena is now said to be stressed
and needing time off work to rest. A source revealed:
“Justin and Selena’s relationship is notoriously rocky and it
hasn’t been easy to see him move on so publicly with Sofia.
“But Selena is used to seeing him with other women - it’s
the combination of being over-worked and under pres-
sure.

The 35-year-old actress - who
has daughters Honor, eight,
and Haven, five, with spouse

Cash Warren - jumped at the
chance to star opposite the British
actor in ‘Mechanic: Resurrection’
because his action prowess is
“insane”. She said: “My husband and
I are both fans of Jason Statham. I
love action movies and think he’s
one of the best - if not the best -
action stars right now. “I mean,
what Jason can do with his body is
insane. He’s better than some stunt
people that I’ve worked with. I
thought it would just be fun,
frankly, and such a different thing
to my day-to-day.” Jessica likes to

take on a diverse range of roles but
was only interested in being in an
action movie if she had a “strong”
role. She said: “I don’t know if I ever
had a fear of being typecast. I’ve
done comedy, drama, action, com-
ic-book movies so I’ve made it a
point to keep the work that I’ve
done pretty diverse. “I thought it
was important that if I was going to
be in an action movie at this point
in my life, I should play a strong
character, not just a victim or a
damsel in distress, but someone
who was tough, smart and capa-
ble.”

Jessica Alba, husband are 
big fans of Jason Statham

Kimberley Walsh
had ‘really bad 

breakouts’ during
her pregnancy

The former Girls Aloud singer gave birth to her first
child Bobby two years ago and is now expecting
her second child with her husband Justin Scott but

has admitted both her pregnancy have been vastly dif-
ferent and her skin has reacted in polar opposite ways.
She explained: “The first time, my skin went really bad
and I got loads of breakouts, and everybody was saying
you’re supposed to be glowing! But this time my skin’s
been really good and I feel great again. I’m having an
easy time so far.” The 34-year-old beauty still has a little
way to go until she’ll give birth to her second child but
her son Bobby can’t wait to meet his new sibling. She
said: “He [Bobby] is [really excited]. When he sees people
he tells them there’s a baby in there!” And, although her
burgeoning baby bump is only going to get bigger,
Kimberley is thoroughly enjoying dressing from her
growing stomach at the moment. She said: “It’s much
easier in the summer because you can wear maxi dress-
es. I think I’m going to find it a lot harder when it gets to
winter.”

The DNCE singer is reportedly smitten with
the Brazilian model, who he was first spot-
ted with last month. A source told PEOPLE:

“Joe is super happy with Daiane. They’ve been
together for a while now. “He’s pretty content
with the relationship which is out of character for
him.” Joe had been single since his break-up with
Gigi Hadid, 21, last year and recently admitted he
found it “therapeutic” writing songs about the
split. He said: “Those songs in particular didn’t
make the album. You might hear them eventual-
ly, songs leak all the time, but I think the place I
was in my life when I wrote them, I’m not there
anymore, so it wouldn’t make sense to release

them. “I’m much happier than I was. They were
reactive and therapeutic. You’ve got to let it all
out and sometimes you have to step back and
say, ‘Is this me still to this day?’ and you see that
you’re in a different place.” Meanwhile, the 27-
year-old singer previously revealed his pals are
really “tough” on his potential girlfriends. He said:
“The biggest test is bringing her around friends
because I have friends who are really tough
about new people - we have a really tight circle.
You bring them around friends and see if they
can handle themselves well - that’s usually a
good test ...”

Joe Jonas is dating
Daiane Sodre

The pair split up earlier this month following an explo-
sive row which sparked a visit from police but TMZ
reports they have called off the break-up and are giv-

ing their relationship another chance. They reportedly
started arguing in a car in Beverly Hills after the 30-year-
old singer said she wanted to call time on their romance,
prompting the suspicious rap mogul to grab her phone
and start scrolling through it. He reportedly then jumped
out of the vehicle with the phone and she went away with
the driver. Though the 46-year-old rapper eventually
returned to their shared Los Angeles house, Cassie had
already told her mother what had happened and her mom

called the police. Officers visited but left when Cassie
explained she had got the phone back, though they still
wrote up a domestic incident report. However, upon inves-
tigation, the Beverly Hills police have decided that no
crime was committed. And since Cassie refused to file a
report, the case has been dropped. This wasn’t the first
time the couple split as Cassie appeared to have dumped
the ‘I’ll Be Missing You’ hitmaker - who has five children
from past relationships - last December amid reports he
had been “pictured with a woman at a number of events”.

Selena Gomez’s friends 
are worried about her 

The 24-year-old singer publicly scolded Justin when
he threatened to make his Instagram page private
after fans lashed out over pictures he posted with his

new girlfriend Sofia Richie, 18, and her pals are said to be
worried that it is a sign she is “over-worked and under pres-
sure”. A source told The Sun: “Justin and Selena’s relation-
ship is notoriously rocky and it hasn’t been easy to see him
move on so publicly with Sofia. “But Selena is used to see-
ing him with other women - it’s the combination of being
over-worked and under pressure. “She’s been touring for
four months non-stop and won’t rest until mid-December
with her ‘Revival’ tour still to hit Europe and South America.
“There’s real concern and the plan is to talk to her in the
next few days to ask her to consider taking some time off.”
During the spat, both Selena and Justin, 22, each accused
the other of cheating during their on/off romance before
Selena took to Snapchat to say sorry and sources close to
the star claimed that she only hit out because she is still
hung up on Justin.

Little Mix star Jesy

Nelson puts her

wedding on hold

Although Jesy’s future mother-in-law Coleen
Nolan previously insisted that the couple
will marry sooner rather than later, Jesy

admitted that she and the Rixton star have both
been too busy to plan their big day. She told the
Daily Mirror: “I wish our wedding plans were mov-
ing forward, but no. “Things have been so full-on
for us for the past year, we just haven’t had any
time to do anything. “We’re still happy and are
enjoying being engaged. “I think we’ll both know
when we want the wedding to happen - when
we’ve got time. We don’t want to be working and
having loads of things going on while planning the
big day - it’s just too stressful.” While Jesy, 25, and
23-year-old Jake aren’t rushing to tie the knot, they
have been hard at work in the studio together, col-
laborating on new music. Jesy said: “We’ve been in
the studio together trying to write songs, which
was really exciting. “We haven’t written any love
songs yet - we’re just trying to get a hit. We work
well together but we probably won’t duet yet -
maybe in a few years.” Jake popped the question
with the aid of friend Ed Sheeran after Little Mix fin-
ished soundchecking at Manchester Arena last
year, but Coleen previously revealed the ‘Me and
My Broken Heart’ hitmaker initially had a number of
other ideas of how to propose.

Diddy and Cassie Ventura are back together
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Indian Bollywood actress Jacqueline Fernandez showcases a creation by designer Rajesh Pratap Singh in Mumbai. 

Lakme
Fashion Week

Indian Bollywood actress Mugdha Godse
poses for a photograph during the Lakme
Fashion Week (LFW) Winter/Festive 2016.

Indian Bollywood actor and musician Imaad
Shah showcases a creation by designer
Rajesh Pratap Singh during the Lakme
Fashion Week.

Indian Bollywood actors Rahul Dev and Mugdha Godse pose for a pho-
tograph during the Lakme Fashion Week (LFW) Winter/Festive 2016.

An Indian model showcases a creation by designer Rajesh Pratap Singh.

A model displays creations by Shivan and Narresh during the Lakme
Fashion Week. 

Indian model Ujjawal Raut showcases a creation by designer
Rajesh Pratap Singh during the Lakme Fashion Week (LFW)
Winter/Festive 2016 in Mumbai. —  AFP photos

An Indian model showcases a creation by designer Rajesh Pratap Singh during the Lakme
Fashion Week (LFW) Winter/Festive 2016 in Mumbai. 
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The MTV Video Music Awards have long
been more about the show than the
actual winners, and this year the net-

work will go all-out by letting the stars run
wild. Stepping back from award ceremonies’
traditional penchant for down-to-the-second
scripts, MTV producers said they have simply
selected the artists for Sunday’s extravaganza
and will leave it to them to decide what to do.

The show, to be broadcast to more than
120 countries, will provide an open platform
for outspoken stars including rapper Kanye
West, who used last year’s show to announce,
however improbably, that he will run for pres-
ident in 2020. The setup could encourage the
outlandish-or allow for more serious gestures
in a year marked by global conflict, souring
race relations in the West, and one of the
most foul-toned US presidential elections
ever. “Last year we took a bit more of a playful
approach. This year it’s like this is a canvas for
artists-not just for their art but for their state-
ments, what they believe is going on in the
world,” said Erik Flannigan, an executive pro-
ducer of the show.

“You’ve got to strike a balance between
topicality and being heavy-and this is also a
gigantic party. We kind of want to do both,”
he said. After shock diva Miley Cyrus took
much of the limelight as last year’s MC in Los
Angeles, the awards do not plan a single host,
spreading the duties to a wide cast. The show,
which kicks off at 9 pm (0100 GMT Monday),
will for the first time take place in New York’s
iconic Madison Square Garden. Scheduled
performers include R&B chart-topper
Rihanna, who will receive the Video Vanguard
Award for lifetime achievement, as well as
pop idols Ariana Grande and Britney Spears
and rappers Nicki Minaj, Common and Future.

Beyonce tops nominations
Pop icon Beyonce tops the nominations at

11 amid acclaim for “Lemonade,” her inter-
twined film and album. She is followed by
Adele, who was nominated in eight cate-
gories. All but one were for the English
singer/songwriter’s blockbuster ballad “Hello,”
the first music video in the high-resolution
IMAX format. Other nominees for Video of the
Year include West’s controversial “Famous,” in
which the rapper boasts that superstar Taylor
Swift may sleep with him because “I made
that bitch famous.”

Defying her protests over the song, West
made a video that shows a naked woman
with a striking resemblance to Swift-as well as

a naked rendering of Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump-in bed with him.
Bad blood has grown after West’s wife, reality
television star Kim Kardashian, aired footage
in which the rapper asks Swift for permission
to record the song. Swift insisted she never
gave her green light. But viewers will not see
her squirming at the VMAs, which Kardashian
will also attend. Swift-the key winner both at
last year’s VMAs and the latest Grammys-is
not scheduled to come.

Videos still relevant?
Beyonce was nominated for Video of the

Year for “Formation,” the most politically
charged single of her career. The video, shot

in New Orleans, offers solidarity with the
Black Lives. Matter movement against police
brutality with officers depicted raising their
arms as if under arrest. But “Formation”
marked a comparatively rare political state-
ment from a VMA nominee or on MTV, which
revolutionized the music business through
videos in the 1980s but has since shifted
more generally to youth-oriented program-
ming. 

Another exception is Lukas Graham, a
Danish band nominated for Best New Artist
that has crafted a pop realism through tales
of a childhood spent on the economic mar-
gins. “There is very little cultural or political
provocation, which is a pity,” frontman Lukas
Forchhammer said of the bulk of award-nomi-
nated music.

“Our art in a sense is quite revolutionary,”
he said. “We’re talking about growing up in
regular families, dreaming about better
things, instead of popping bottles in the club
and spending a lot of money that you don’t
have while living in your mother’s basement.”
But Forchhammer, whose song “7 Years” has
become a viral global hit, said that MTV still
offered a powerful outlet for rising artists.
Videos, with their investment in visuals, allow
bands to cultivate an audience beyond casual
listeners on streaming services, he said.
“Where MTV once had a monopoly, now the
video is more like extra content for the fan,”
he said.— AFP

A view of the stage is seen at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards Press Junket in New York City. — AFP 

MTV to let stars loose in an 
unscripted awards extravaganza

Glass Animals
focus on others on

terrific new CD 

For their ambitious sophomore album, the
members of the indie-electronic band Glass
Animals got some creative help from an

unlikely source - total strangers.  Each song on the
terrific “How to Be a Human Being” is told from the
perspective of someone inspired by a person the
band encountered on the road, from taxi drivers to
fans. The result is a complex, exciting tapestry of a
CD which switches musical styles and reveals new
things each time it’s played.

The foursome, hailing from the southern
England city of Oxford, had a breakthrough with the
2014 album “Zaba,” which featured the band’s meld-
ing of ‘90s R&B and deft electronic touches. This
time, they’re mature, layered - and hypnotic. From
the orchestral swell of “Mama’s Gun” to the tropical
percussions of “Life Itself” and the video game loops
in “Season 2 Episode 3,” Glass Animals make each of
their 11 songs as individual as the 11 folk pictured
on the album cover, like a dysfunctional family por-
trait.  The lyrics profile people who can’t get off the
couch, who hear voices, who use drugs and whose
general reality never matches their dreams. 

They’re regretful, sometimes arrogant and often
clueless. But a deep well of empathy runs through
the album.  Singer Dave Bayley can be funny - “My
girl eats mayonnaise from a jar while she’s getting
blazed” - to deep, as in: “Guess life is long when
soaked in sadness.” He also has the terrific spoken
word rant “Premade Sandwiches” about over-com-
mercialization of food.  Strangers don’t usually help
spark such good stuff, but Glass Animals are clearly
a special kind of band. Our advice: Don’t be a
stranger. — AP 

A view of place holders are seen at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards Press Junket at
Madison Square Garden in New York City. The 2016 MTV Video Music Awards will be held
today at the Madison Square Garden in New York. — AFP 

Redstone family
holdout in Viacom

deal settles

The struggle for the control of US media giant Viacom
appeared to be over after an agreement Friday with
the last member of the majority-shareholding family

still challenging a deal reached last week. A spokesman for
nonagenarian media mogul Sumner Redstone and his
daughter Shari said that an agreement had reached with the
final holdout-Keryn Redstone, the billionaire’s 34 year-old
granddaughter.

The court battle for control of Viacom-which owns
Paramount Pictures, MTV, Nickelodeon, and Comedy Central-
has dragged on for months. Viacom announced a formal
agreement on August 20 under which Sumner Redstone, 93,
will remain atop his empire and chief executive Philippe
Dauman leave the company and drop all lawsuits against
Redstone and his daughter Shari. Viacom’s management, led
by Dauman, had alleged in court that Shari Redstone effec-
tively controls her ailing father and was making a power grab
for his $40 billion media empire.

Sumner Redstone, a Hollywood legend whose fortune is
estimated at $5 billion, is also the majority shareholder in the
CBS media group. However Keryn Redstone-a beneficiary of a
trust set up years ago by Sumner Redstone to leave shares to
his grandchildren-was not part of that deal, and threatened to
sue alleging that her grandfather was being manipulated. A
Massachusetts judge on Friday got the parties to reach an
agreement on the trust management, and to allow Keryn
Redstone to visit her grandfather, who she says she has been
banned from seeing since February.

“I filed this lawsuit to protect my grandfather, to assure that
his wishes were carried out, and to prevent Shari’s handpicked
new trustees from discriminating against me in administering
the trust and making distributions something that my grand-
father would never have tolerated when he was healthy,”
Keryn Redstone said in a statement issued by her lawyer. “I am
heartened that we have been able to force that the trust be
amended to make it ironclad and bullet proof that this will not
happen,” she said. All claims filed by Keryn Redstone against
Sumner and Shari Redstone “have been dismissed, the settle-
ment agreement is firmly in place, and Sumner’s decisions
have been honored in all respects,” an attorney for Shari
Redstone said. — AFP 

This CD cover image released by Wolf Tone shows
‘How to Be a Human Being’ by Glass Animals. — AP 

Execitve
Chairman and
CEO of Viacom
and CBS
Corporation
Sumner
Redstone  — AFP 

Hundreds of people turned out yesterday to pay their
respects at the funeral of Belgian jazz legend “Toots”
Thielemans, who died last week after a glittering career

spanning seven decades. Jean-Baptiste Frederic Isidore
Thielemans, known affectionately as “Toots” and widely
acknowledged as the king of jazz harmonica, died in Brussels on
Monday aged 94. Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel was
among the mourners at the church in La Hulpe, near Brussels,
where Thielemans lived. A giant screen was set up to relay the
service to the crowds outside.

American pianist Kenny Werner read a short message from
President Barack Obama addressed to Thielemans’s widow. Over

the years, Thielemans performed with some of the greatest
names in jazz, including Ella Fitzgerald, Bill Evans, Ray Charles as
well as legendary singer Frank Sinatra. He played the closing
theme on the much-loved kids’ TV show “Sesame Street”.
Musician and producer Quincy Jones, who famously took
Michael Jackson’s career to new heights with “Thriller”, dedicated
a concert this week to Thielemans. “You’ll leave an eternal hole in
my soul,” Jones wrote on Twitter.

Born in 1922 in the working class Marolles district of Brussels,
Thielemans got his big break when he joined Benny Goodman
on a European tour in 1950 before moving to the United States.
He took up the harmonica as a hobby and then during World

War II, as described on his official website, he became hooked on
jazz. Buoyed by the commercial success of his now standard
“Bluesette” in 1962, he played harmonica on the soundtrack for
the hit Dustin Hoffman and Jon Voight film “Midnight Cowboy”
in 1969 and many others. In 2001, Belgian King Albert II made
him a baron, sealing his status as one of the country’s best-
known figures on a par with Tour de France great Eddy
Merckx.— AFP 

Hundreds bid farewell to Belgian jazz legend Thielemans

Pallbearers carry the coffin of jazz musician Toots Thielemans during a funeral ceremony yesterday in La Hulpe. Jean-Baptiste Frederic
Isidore Thielemans, known affectionately as ‘Toots’ and widely acknowledged as the king of jazz harmonica, died in Brussels on
August 23 at the age of 94. — AFP 

Photo shows the Manneken Pis dressed in
tribute to the harmonica player Jean-
Baptiste Frederic Isidore Thielemans at the
Grand Place, in Brussels. 
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The Cipotegato, a hooded man dressed as a harlequin, climbs onto the monument erected in his honor on the main square of Tarazona yesterday. Yearly people throw tomatoes at each other waiting for the passage of the Cipotegato who makes
his way through the crowded streets to the main square where under a tomato bombardment he climbs on the monument erected in his honor, marking the start of the main festivities of Tarazona. — AFP 

The government of Burkina Faso has banned an annu-
al beauty contest for women with the biggest but-
tocks, saying such events are sexist. Adverts for this

weekend’s third edition of ‘Miss Bim-Bim’, carrying an
image of two fully clothed women with exaggeratedly
large behinds, provoked an outcry on social media. “Our
role is to do everything to avoid damaging the image of
women,” said Minister Laure Zongo in a statement, adding
that social media criticism had persuaded her to act. The

male organizer of the event, Hamado Doambahe, said it
aimed to promote a more positive body image for African
women and encourage fashion designers to use African
costumes.

Contests like Miss Bim-Bim have been held in other
West African countries. Women’s rights groups have
mixed views about the tendency in many African cul-
tures to celebrate women with larger bodies than are
typically admired elsewhere. While they welcome the

shift away from the unnaturally thin female shapes pro-
moted by the global fashion industry, they deplore the
emphasis on men judging women’s body shapes. The
head of Burkina Faso’s High Council for Communications,
Nathalie Some, called in a statement for people in adver-
tising, the media and the arts to protect the rights of
women and girls.— Reuters 

Turkey has for the first time allowed policewomen to
wear the Islamic headscarf as part of their uniform,
according to a ruling published in the official gazette

yesterday. Women serving in the police force “will be able to
cover their heads” under their caps or berets so long as the
headscarf is “the same color as the uniform and without pat-
tern”, said the ruling published in the official gazette.

Rulings published in the official gazette come into force
immediately. The ruling Islamic-rooted Justice and
Development Party (AKP) has long pressed for the removal of
restrictions on women wearing the headscarf in the officially
secular state. Turkey lifted a ban on the wearing of the Muslim
headscarf, known as the hijab, on university campuses in
2010. It allowed female students to wear the headscarf in
state institutions from 2013 and in high school in 2014.

Erdogan’s critics have long accused the president of eating
away at the secular pillars of modern Turkey as set up by its
founder Mustafa Kemal Ataturk when he established the
Turkish republic in 1923. But pro-government media pointed
out that several Western states have already granted female
officers permission to wear the headscarf. Police in Scotland
this month allowed women to wear the headscarf while on
duty, following a lead set by their counterparts in London over
a decade ago. Hoping to boost recruiting of Muslim women,
the Canadian government this week said the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police would allow its officers to wear hijabs as part
of their uniforms. —AFP 

Burkina Faso bans big buttocks beauty contestTurkey allows 
policewomen to wear
Islamic headscarf

The Tehran prosecutor recommended strict
new rules yesterday for concerts in the capi-
tal, the latest in a tug of war between moder-

ates and conservatives that has already seen live
music banned in Iran’s second city Mashhad. Police
should record all events, while the culture ministry
and the provincial governor should take greater
responsibility for the content of performances and
the behavior of audiences, the judiciary’s official
Mizan news agency quoted Abbas Jafari
Dolatabadi as saying.  

It comes amid a wave of last-minute cancella-
tions of concerts in Iran under pressure from hard-
liners and religious leaders which has been criti-
cized by the more liberal President Hassan
Rouhani. Iran’s rich poetic and musical history
means its religious leaders take a far more flexible
approach to the arts than some other Muslim
countries, but the culture ministry must still
approve all music and lyrics before albums go on
sale. 

The issue has taken on renewed significance
with Rouhani seeking re-election in less than a
year. He has pushed for greater social freedoms,
but conservatives are determined to prevent what
they consider the spread of Western immorality.
Conservative judicial officials say less than one per-
cent of musicians have been affected by the can-
cellations and critics say Rouhani is inflating the
issue to divert attention from his government’s
poor economic record. A row erupted earlier this
month when a prayer leader in Mashhad, which is a
Shiite pilgrimage site as well as Iran’s second city,

lashed out at the “debauchery” of concert-goers
and called for them to be banned. 

Although no concerts have been held in
Mashhad for 11 years, Culture Minister Ali Jannati
agreed to the ban, only to find himself criticised by
the president for caving into conservative
demands.  “As far as I am concerned, no minister
should give in to any pressure,” Rouhani said this
week. “We have the Islamic parliament. If a law is
going to be adopted, lawmakers will pass it.” On
Thursday, a letter signed by 5,000 people in Iran’s
music industry was published in the reformist
press, describing the ban on concerts in Mashhad
as a “catastrophe that sacrifices music today, and
the rest of the culture and the reputation of this
country tomorrow.”

Musicians have also faced pressure from unoffi-
cial groups. One of Iran’s most famous classical
singers, Shahram Nazeri-who has previously been
nicknamed “Iran’s Pavarotti”-almost had to cancel a
concert with his son Hafez in the religious city of
Yazd last week. “A group of religious people want-
ed to cancel the concert. But Shahram and Hafez
Nazeri decided to hold it anyway,” a representative
for the duo said.  She said protesters tried to dis-
rupt the show. “Loudspeakers could be heard out-
side the venue reciting prayers during the con-
cert.”— AFP 

Tough new conditions 
for concerts in Tehran

Iranians attend Mohsen Yeganeh’s music concert during the 31st Fajr
International Music Festival at the Milad hall in the capital Tehran. Tehran’s top
prosecutor yesterday recommended strict new rules for concerts in the capital,
the latest in a tug of war between moderates and conservatives that has
already seen live music banned in Iran’s second city Mashhad. — AFP 
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