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Harry Potter fans were buzzing
with excitement Saturday as
“Harry Potter and the Cursed

Child”, a stage play that imagines the fic-
tional boy wizard as a grown-up father of
three, opened in London. After nearly
eight weeks of well-received preview
performances, London’s Palace Theatre
hosted the opening gala as the general
public strapped themselves in for a new
adventure in the saga that has captivat-
ed millions around the globe.

Arriving for the opening gala, creator
JK Rowling told the Press Association she
was “so happy” that fans had heeded her
pleas to keep the plot a secret, and said
she hoped the play would one day
appear on Broadway. Set 19 years after
the events of Rowling’s seventh and final
book, “Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows”, the play sees a grown-up Potter
working at the Ministry of Magic. The
official plot outline for the play reads:
“While Harry grapples with a past that
refuses to stay where it belongs, his
youngest son Albus must struggle with
the weight of a family legacy he never
wanted.

“As past and present fuse ominously,
both father and son learn the uncom-
fortable truth: sometimes, darkness
comes from unexpected places,” it said.
Like many of his fans, Potter has now
grown up and has three children with his
wife Ginny Weasley, the sister of his
friend Ron. He still has his trademark

round-rimmed glasses and the scar on
his head, a permanent reminder of his
nemesis Lord Voldemort, but must now
help his youngest son Albus confront the
family’s dark past. “Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child” is currently sold out, but
another  250,000 tickets are set to go on
sale next week as the play’s run has been
extended until December 2017.

‘Written with fans in mind’ 
The script was to be released in

Britain at midnight on Saturday (2300
GMT), with bookshops planning to stay
open into the wee small hours to satisfy
the desires of Potter fans. July 31 is the
birthday of both Rowling and Potter.
Several hundred fans, many dressed as
the wizard, snaked down famous London
street Piccadilly waiting to get their
hands on a copy, bringing traffic to a
slowdown and attracting bemused looks
from tourists. “Oh God, this is one of the
biggest things I’ve ever done,” said Jenny
Reid, 36, who had come from Virginia,
United States, just to see the play. “I wait-
ed for eight hours to get the tickets and
I’ve been waiting for this moment for
nine months,” she added.

“When the last book was released I
was 10 so I was excited for it, but not as
excited as I  am now,” said Rebecca
Westbrook, 18, who will see the play in
December. “I was going to wait to see the
play before I read it, but as soon as I
booked the ticket I was like ‘I ’m not

gonna be able to wait’. “My brother’s
seen it and he loved it, he knows I’m
going to love it.” Rowling’s books have
sold more than 450 million copies since
1997 and been adapted into eight films.
Jamie Parker plays Potter, who is joined
on stage by his old school friends Ron
Weasley, played by Paul Thornley, and
Hermione Granger, played by Noma

Dumezweni.
Albus Dumbledore actor Sam

Clemmett has been a big hit, as has
Anthony Boyle as Draco Malfoy’s son
Scorpius. The theatre show is written by
English screenwriter and playwright Jack
Thorne, based on an original story co-
written with Rowling and the play ’s
director John Tiffany. “Judging by the

whooping and cheering, nobody was
disappointed,” Clare Fitzsimons wrote in
the Daily Mirror newspaper after the first
preview showing last month. “It’s a great
show, and it’s well done-entertaining
and interesting for adults and children,”
fan Anna, 30, told AFP after a preview
show. “The play was written with the fans
in mind,” she added.—AFP

The magic is back: Harry Potter play hits London stage

LONDON: Queues stretch around the corner of Eagle Place off Piccadilly from outside Waterstones bookshop on Piccadilly
in central London, ahead of the midnight party to celebrate the publication of “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Parts
One & Two” script book.—AFP

Harry Potter magic hit Asia yester-
day, as aspiring witches and wiz-
ards crowded into bookstores to

get their hands on the first copies of a
new play that imagines the hero as an
adult. Launch parties for “Harry Potter
and the Cursed Child” were held hours
after the play’s premiere in London, set-
ting the stage for a return of the series
that has captivated readers and movie
audiences worldwide. Nearly 300 fans
rushed through the doors of Kinokuniya
bookstore on Singapore’s Orchard Road
at 7:01 am (2301 GMT Saturday) to
become one of the first people in the
world to see the new script. 

Student Samantha Chua, 24, who
along with her boyfriend was first in line,
said she had been waiting outside the
fourth-floor bookstore since 5:00 am.
“We were here so early that the mall was-
n’t even open yet so we had to come up
through the cargo lifts,” she told AFP,
adding that it was “all worth it”. “I grew
up reading the books and I have a special
place for them on my shelves but this
will be my crowning glory,” added Chua,
who was wearing a Harry Potter-themed
sweater. Widely seen as the eighth Harry
Potter installment, the play is set 19 years
after the end of the last book and fea-
tures a grown-up Potter working at the
Ministry of Magic.

Like many of his fans, Potter has now
become an adult and has three children
with his wife Ginny Weasley. He still has
his trademark round-rimmed glasses and
the scar on his head, a permanent
reminder of his nemesis Lord Voldemort,
but must now help his youngest son
Albus confront the family’s dark past. The
script’s global kickoff was timed to coin-
cide with its launch at midnight in

London, after the play’s world premiere
at the Palace Theatre earlier in the
evening. July 31 is also author J K
Rowling’s birthday.

Wands, wizards and wonder 
In India, fans began lining up outside

shops which had opened early especially
for the script’s release.  “It’s been amazing
to see 10-year-old fans and 70-year-old
grandmothers turn up at our shops,”
Shilpi Agarwal, a spokeswoman for Om
book shops, said in New Delhi. “We’ve
got an excellent response,” she told AFP,
adding that the store would be laying on
Potter-themed activities throughout the
day. In Bangkok, around 40 fans, many
wielding wands and other wizarding
paraphernalia, gathered outside a large
downtown mall overnight. Sanpipat
Huangsawat, 29, was first in line and had
started queuing at 6:30 pm on Saturday
evening. He finally got his hand on the
book some 11 hours later.

“I feel very excited and it’s great to be
the first owner of this book in Thailand,”
he told AFP. Sheryans, 16, said he was not
sure he’d ever get the chance to see
another Harry Potter book launch. “I’ve
been following the Harry Potter series
since I was eight years old, and it’s unbe-
lievable that after nine years they’re
keeping it going,” he told AFP in
Bangkok. Dozens gathered at a down-
town bookstore in Hong Kong to get the
new title and try on Harry Potter cos-
tumes provided by the store.  Ten-year-
old Adele Leung, who came with her
mother, was anxious to crack into the lat-
est Potter tome.  “I love Harry Potter and
have read all of the last ones. I think I will
read it in a few days,” she said.—AFP

Harry Potter magic hits Asia
as fans celebrate new book

BANGKOK: Harry Potter fan Santipat Huangsawat (right) receives the
first of the new Harry Potter script book to be launched in Thailand
outside Asia Books in Bangkok yesterday.—AP/AFP photos 

LONDON: A Harry Potter fan dressed as a character from the Harry
Potter books poses for a photograph inside Waterstones bookshop
on Piccadilly in central London.

BANGKOK: A fan poses for photograph next to a poster during the
launch of the new book “Harry Potter and the Cursed Child”.

LONDON: Harry Potter fan, Fran Plagge (right) poses for a photograph
after being the first person to receive the new Harry Potter script book
inside Waterstones bookshop on Piccadilly in central London yester-
day, during the midnight party celebrating the publication of “Harry
Potter and the Cursed Child Parts One & Two” script book.


