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DETROIT: Jose Iglesias beat out a single to
first with two outs in the ninth to score Tyler
Collins from third to cap a two-run rally that
gave the Detroit Tigers a 3-2 victory over the
Houston Astros and extend their winning
streak to five games.  James McCann tied the
score at 2-2 with a line single to left on a 1-2
pitch by Houston closer Will Harris, who got
the first two outs of the ninth but then walked
Justin Upton and gave up a single to center to
Collins. Collins advanced to third after
McCann’s hit when left fielder Alex Bregman’s
throw was offline and bounced away from
catcher Evan Gattis for an error.

MARLINS 11, CARDINALS 0
Colin Rea threw only 3-1/3 innings in his

Miami debut and left with a sore right elbow,
casting a pall over the Marlins.  The Marlins’
Ichiro Suzuki, who needs two hits to reach
3,000, entered the game as a defensive
replacement and went 0-for-2. Rea pitched
well, retiring 10 of the 11 batters he faced,
including four by strikeout. He allowed no
runs, just a soft single in the third.

INDIANS 6, A’S 3
Cleveland hit four home runs and Josh

Tomlin pitched seven strong innings. Jason
Kipnis, Jose Ramirez, Abraham Almonte and
Mike Napoli all homered in support of Tomlin,
who in seven innings gave up two runs and
six hits with seven strikeouts and two walks.
Rookie Dillon Overton started for Oakland
and gave up five runs on 10 hits, including
three home runs, in 3-1/3 innings.

RAYS 6, YANKEES 3
Curt Casali hit his first home run in nearly

two months and Drew Smyly picked up his
first win since May, an unlikely combo helping
the Tampa to its third straight win.  Smyly had
not won in his last 11 starts and yet came up
with his second win against the Yankees this
season, limiting New York to two runs and
four hits in six innings.  The Rays had other
unlikely stars. Shortstop Tim Beckham hit a
two-run homer in the seventh to add insur-
ance against the Yankees, who have scored
five total runs in its three-game losing streak.

BLUE JAYS 9, ORIOLES 1
J.A. Happ struck out 11 in seven-plus

innings, Kevin Pillar hit a pair of two-run dou-
bles and Toronto moved into first place in the
American League East. Devon Travis hit a solo
homer and Russell Martin and Pillar each hit
two-run doubles in the seven-run fifth as the
Blue Jays moved a half-game ahead of the
Orioles, who have lost five in a row. Happ held
the Orioles to three hits, three walks and one
run in winning his eighth straight decision.
The left-hander has not lost since June 6.

MARINERS 4, CUBS 1
Leonys Martin hit a go-ahead, two-run

double against closer Aroldis Chapman in the
eighth inning to lift Seattle over Chicago. The
Cubs led 1-0 in the eighth inning when
Chapman entered the game with runners on
second and third base and two outs. On a 1-1
count, Martin ripped the left-hander’s third
pitch to left-center field to score Shawn
O’Malley and Nori Aoki. Martin later scored on
a wild pitch by Chapman to make it 3-1.
Chapman suffered his first blown save with
the Cubs since coming over from the New
York Yankees in a blockbuster trade Monday.
It was his second blown save of the season.

GIANTS 5, NATIONALS 3
Eduardo Nunez had two hits, including a

two-run double, helping San Francisco rally
from an early three-run deficit.  Six relievers
combined to shut out the Nationals on three
hits and two walks over the final five innings,
allowing the Giants to win for the first time in
three tries in the series and only the third time
since the All-Star break.  Derek Law, the fourth
Giants pitcher, was credited with the win after
pitching one shutout inning. Closer Santiago
Casilla pitched a 1-2-3 ninth for his 23rd save.

WHITE SOX 6, TWINS 5, 10 INNINGS
Dioner Navarro delivered a go-ahead dou-

ble to propel Chicago over Minnesota.
Navarro’s one-out double came off Fernando
Abad. Navarro drove in Avisail Garcia, who led
off the inning with a double to right. Chicago
saw its 4-1 lead slip away and fell behind 5-4
in the bottom of the eighth after Eduardo
Escobar hit a three-run home run to put the
Twins up by one. Brewers 5, Pirates 3 Home
runs from Hernan Perez and Kirk Nieuwenhuis
were the difference as Milwaukee held on.
Brewers starter Chase Anderson lasted only
five innings, allowing an unearned run on four
hits and a pair of walks while striking out a
season-high seven.

The Pirates got strong six innings from
Jameson Taillon, who only allowed two runs
on six hits and didn’t walk a batter while strik-
ing out six.

PADRES 2, REDS 1, 10 INNINGS
Adam Rosales led off the bottom of the

10th with a walk-off home run off Cincinnati
right-handed reliever Jumbo Diaz to give San
Diego the win. Rosales drove a 2-2 pitch into
the stands in left center. It was the fourth
walk-off homer by a Padre this season.  Padres
relievers Jose Dominguez, Ryan Buchter,
Brandon Maurer and Brad Hand each worked
a perfect inning as San Diego pitchers retired
the final 13 Cincinnati hitters in the game.

RANGERS 2, ROYALS 1
Mitch Moreland’s solo homer with two outs

in the ninth inning gave Texas a walk-off win
over Kansas City.  The win moved the Rangers
five games ahead of the Houston Astros in the

American League West, their largest lead
since the All-Star break. The sliding Royals
have lost seven of eight.  Moreland’s homer
capped a night in which the Rangers got sev-
en innings of one-run pitching from starter
Martin Perez and two scoreless innings from
Matt Bush.

ROCKIES 7, METS 2
Jorge De La Rosa earned his 100th career

victory as he tossed six solid innings. The
Rockies have won five straight and nine of 10
to reach .500 after the All-Star break for the
first time since 2010.  The skidding Mets have
lost four straight and five of six to fall 2 1/2
games behind the Miami Marlins and St. Louis
Cardinals in the race for the National League’s
second wild card.

ANGELS 5, RED SOX 2
Albert Pujols hit a two-run homer to lead

Los Angeles over Boston. Hector Santiago
won his sixth consecutive start despite throw-
ing a season-high 119 pitches during his five
innings.  He allowed two runs, four hits, six
walks and a wild pitch but finished with six
strikeouts. Closer Huston Street pitched a per-
fect ninth inning with one strikeout for his
ninth save.

PHILLIES 9, BRAVES 5
If Philadelphia is really going to trade

pitcher Jeremy Hellickson before Monday’s
deadline, he’ll be leaving the Phillies on a high
note. The right-hander allowed three runs in 5
2/3 innings and drove in two runs in
Philadelphia’s win. The losing pitcher was
Julio Teheran, who was making his first start
since a sore back caused him to take extra
days off between appearances.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, DODGERS 2
Jean Segura’s leadoff home run helped the

Arizona Diamondbacks to a 4-2 victory over
the Los Angeles Dodgers on Saturday night
before 49,540 at Dodger Stadium.  The loss
dropped the Dodgers two games behind the
National League West-leading San Francisco
Giants, who defeated the Washington
Nationals earlier Saturday. The Diamondbacks
won for only the fifth time in the last 23
games at Dodger Stadium. —Reuters

DETROIT: James McCann #34 of the Detroit Tigers hits a single in the bottom of the ninth inning that scored the tying run during a MLB game
against the Houston Astros at Comerica Park on Saturday in Detroit, Michigan. The Tigers defeated the Astros 3-2. — AFP

Iglesias’ ninth-inning infield 

single gives Tigers 3-2 win

American League
Eastern Division

W L  PCT GB      
Toronto 59 45 .567 -       
Baltimore 58 45 .563 0.5   
Boston 56 46 .549 2       
NY Yankees 52 51 .505 6.5   
Tampa Bay 41 61 .402 17      

Central Division
Cleveland 59 42 .584 -       
Detroit 56 48 .538 4.5   
Chicago White Sox 51 53 .490 9.5   
Kansas City 49 54 .476 11      
Minnesota 39 64 .379 21      

Western Division
Texas 61 44 .581 -       
Houston 55 48 .534 5       
Seattle 52 50 .510 7.5   
LA Angels 47 57 .452 13.5  
Oakland 47 57 .452 13.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 61 43 .587 -       
Miami 56 48 .538 5       
NY Mets 53 50 .515 7.5   
Philadelphia 48 58 .453 14      
Atlanta 36 68 .346 25      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 62 41 .602 -       
St. Louis 56 48 .538 6.5   
Pittsburgh 52 50 .510 9.5   
Milwaukee 46 56 .451 15.5  
Cincinnati 41 62 .398 21      

Western Division
San Francisco 60 44 .577 -       
LA Dodgers 58 46 .558 2       
Colorado 52 52 .500 8       
San Diego 45 59 .433 15      
Arizona 43 61 .413 17      

MLB results/standings

Toronto 9, Baltimore 1; Seattle 4, Chicago Cubs 1; San Francisco 5, Washington   3; Tampa Bay 6, NY Yankees 3; Detroit
3, Houston 2; Chicago White Sox 6, Minnesota 5 (10 innings); Colorado 7, NY Mets 2; Cleveland 6, Oakland 3;
Philadelphia 9, Atlanta 5; Milwaukee 5, Pittsburgh 3; Miami 11, St. Louis 0; Texas 2, Kansas City 1; San Diego 2,
Cincinnati 1 (10 innings); LA Angels 5, Boston 2; Arizona 4, LA Dodgers 2.

NEW YORK: Mike Piazza glanced high
toward his No. 31 that will forever hang
over Citi Field and urged New York Mets
fans, hoping to find faith in the most try-
ing moments, to do the same. “So every
time these guys are down and you need
a little bit of inspiration, just give a little
peek up there to ol’ Mikey,” he told an
adoring crowd Saturday night.

The Mets retired Piazza’s number in a
half-hour ceremony before playing
Colorado, six days after he was inducted
into the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.
Speaking at a podium in center field, the
12-time All-Star catcher had to catch
himself once, when the emotions started
to well up inside him.

“You’ve given me an honor that no
man deserves and no player deserves,”
Piazza said. The tribute included his par-
ents, family members, former team-
mates, friends and a lot of chanting and
cheering. He ended his 6-minute speech
with a shout of “Let’s go, Mets!”

The 47-year-old Piazza became the
fourth Mets person to have his jersey
retired by the team, joining pitcher Tom
Seaver and managers Casey Stengel and
Gil Hodges. Piazza’s number now hangs
in a big circle on the facade above the
upper deck in left field.

“That means I will always be with you,”
he said, adding that when the Mets are
struggling, “know that I’m back home
watching you guys on TV, saying a lot of
prayers - praying for the Mets. And listen-
ing on the radio.”

Piazza became the fourth different
major leaguer to have his No. 31 retired
by a team. Greg Maddux (Cubs, Braves),
Ferguson Jenkins (Cubs) and Dave
Winfield (Padres) also received the honor.

With light rain falling, the field was
covered with a tarp that sported a big
Piazza logo. A giant outline of home
plate was cut into the grass in center
field with his number and the Mets play-
ers wore uniforms that had a Piazza
patch. The Mets gathered in the dugout
to watch the ceremony, as did a couple
of Rockies. Piazza hit .308 overall with
427 home runs and 1,335 RBIs - not bad
for someone who didn’t even make the

varsity on his 10th-grade team and was
only a 62nd-round draft pick.

The video board showed his most
famous home run, the go-ahead drive
against Atlanta in the first big league
game played in New York after the 9/11
terrorist attacks. The homer is mentioned
on his Hall plaque.

A couple hours earlier, Piazza talked
about what that moment meant to him
and everyone in the ballpark, and
beyond. “As much as I hit the home run,”
he said, “I felt it wasn’t just me.”

The memory made him pause, and he
asked to get a drink of water after the
remembrance. Piazza made his major
league debut with the Los Angeles
Dodgers in 1992, was traded to the
Marlins in 1998 and swapped to the Mets
a week later. “When he came to the team,
it meant the Mets were back,” said U.S.
Rep. Peter King of New York. King was
raised in Queens, not far from Shea
Stadium where Piazza played, and
attended his pregame news conference.

Piazza originally wore No. 25 with the
Dodgers and shifted to 31 the next year.
“Anything 3 is kind of my lucky number,”
Piazza said. He wore 13 in high school,
but it’s an unlucky number to many and
“doesn’t have the best reputation.”

When he joined the Mets, former
teammate John Franco gave up his num-
ber and presented it to Piazza. Hundreds
of fans came to Citi Field wearing No. 31
jerseys in shades of blue, white, black,
gray and with pinstripes, and the crowd
began chanting Piazza’s name well
before he was introduced.

Former teammates Al Leiter, Edgardo
Alfonzo and Cliff Floyd sat near Piazza
during the festivities. Piazza later stood
on the tarp at home plate and tossed out
the first ball to Leiter, who scooped the
low throw before it bounced at the
mound.

Waving to the crowd, Piazza was driv-
en off the field on a golf cart. But he
promised to be back when 3-year-old
son Marco was older. Then, Piazza said,
he could point to his No. 31 above the
ballpark and assure his day that “your
dad was cool once.” —AP

Hall of Famer Mike Piazza has his No 31 retired by Mets

NEW YORK: Former New York Mets player Mike Piazza speaks before a baseball game
between the Mets and the Colorado Rockies Saturday, in New York. — AP

Frampton wins slugfest over 

Santa Cruz to claim WBA title

NEW YORK: Carl Frampton defeated
Mexico’s Leo Santa Cruz by a majority deci-
sion Saturday to claim the WBA feather-
weight crown and become the first boxer
from Northern Ireland to win titles in two
divisions.  The challenger Frampton
improved to 23-0 with 14 knockouts as he
had to overcome a height and weight dis-
advantage in one of the few times in his
career he has moved up to fight at 126
pounds. “It is a dream come true,” said
Frampton, who was born in Belfast. “I had a
dream of winning a world title and I won it.

“I won it with my heart, not with my
head. I got my hand raised.” The 29-year-old
Frampton controlled the fight between the
two undefeated boxers in the early rounds,
landing a punishing left hook in the second
round that sent the champ backpedaling
across the ring.  He then held on for the win
as Santa Cruz gained steam in the middle
rounds before the two closed it out by
exchanging heavy blows in the middle of
the ring as the final bell rang.

One judge scored it even, 114-114,
while the other two gave it to Frampton
117-111 and 116-112. Frampton previously
held the IBF and WBA super-bantamweight
titles.  Frampton punctuated his impressive
early round performance by staggering the
champion in the second round with a left
hook. His short counter shot slammed into
the right side of Santa Cruz’s head, sending

the Mexican stumbling backwards into the
ropes with 45 seconds left in the round.
Frampton then padded his lead by winning
the next three rounds before Santa Cruz
turned it on in the sixth, which proved to
be one of his best rounds of the fight as he
landed some solid combination punches.
But Santa Cruz’s inability to score enough
points in the early going caught up to him
as Frampton did not tire in the later rounds.

“He has a difficult style, but we know his
style and will get him in the rematch,” Santa
Cruz said. Santa Cruz had considered
pulling out of the fight a few months ago
because his father and trainer, Jose Santa
Cruz, is battling bone cancer.  But dad was
at his son’s side on Saturday night as the
trainer continues to wage the fight of his
life against the disease. Leo Santa Cruz (32-
1-1, 18 knockouts) suffered the first defeat
of his career, losing the belt he won also by
a majority decision when he beat Abner
Mares last August. He defended it five
months ago when he stopped Kiko
Martinez in five rounds.

Frampton won the 126 pound title
despite giving away two inches in height
and four inches in reach to Santa Cruz. He is
now 5-0 in title fights and 8-0 in fights
above 122 pounds. The crowd of 9,062 at
the Barclays Center arena included four-
time major championship winning golfer
Rory McIlroy. —AFP

NEW YORK: Carl Frampton of Northern Ireland (blue trunks) celebrates his win after
defeating Leo Santa Cruz in the 12 round WBA Super featherweight championship
bout at Barclays Center on Saturday in the Brooklyn borough in New York City. — AFP


