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Half a century ago, a sniper perched on a
University of Texas tower unleashed a killing
spree that left 16 dead, and for the first time

since then the school will hold an official memorial for
an event that shocked the nation. But overshadowing
the anniversary of the Aug 1, 1966 tower shooting is
the start of a new law backed by Republican lawmak-
ers to allow more guns in more places at public univer-
sities. The lawmakers say the “campus carry” law, which
goes into effect Aug 1, could prevent another mass
shootings, while many survivors of the university tow-
er shooting half a century ago see it as a chillingly
wrong-headed approach that could spark more killing.

The campus carry law allows those over 21 with a
concealed handgun permit to take guns into class-
rooms and several parts of the campus. “Guns do not
have a place on campus. A university is a battle-
ground of words and ideas, and not of weapons,” said
John “Artly” Fox. In 1966, he was a 17-year-old student
who crossed one of the killing fields on campus to
help carry a pregnant woman shot by sniper Charles
Whitman to safety. “The university could be criticized.
Obviously, 50 years is too long. But back then, no one
knew how to handle situations like this,” he said in an
interview in late July.

The Texas shooting in which Whitman, a 25-year-
old former Marine who brought a cache of weapons
to the tower’s observation deck about 250 feet (76 m)
in the air, was considered one of the seminal events of
the era and the first US mass shooting of live, national
TV news. Whitman was killed by police after he
unleashed 90 minutes of terror by shooting more
than 40 people from one of the highest spots in the
Texas capital.

Unlike the mass shootings in recent months and
years that are followed by vigils, remembrances and
counseling, the remnants from the carnage were
quickly cleaned up and students soon returned to
their business. Fox went home after his act of heroism
and did not meet the woman he helped pulled to
safety, Claire Wilson James, until a few years ago as
part of documentary that was being put together on
the shooting. James, then eight months pregnant, sur-
vived the attack but lost her baby. Last year, she lob-
bied unsuccessfully to have Texas lawmakers halt cam-
pus carry.

On Monday, the university will unveil a stone
monument selected by a committee of the victims
that bears the names of those killed when it holds its
first official ceremony. It will turn off the tower clock
for 24 hours, starting from 11:48 a.m., when the first
shots rang out from the perch 50 years ago. The school
did not know how to respond in the aftermath of the
shooting, with many thinking the best response was
to get over it, not talk about it and just carry on.

Survivors found each other in an informal 2014
remembrance and through the making of a documen-
tary called “Tower” on the shooting that came out this
year, with many saying in the movie they still feel

emotional scars from that day. They formed a group
and pressed the school to mark the event ranked by

news services AP and UPI as the number 2 news event
in 1966 behind the Vietnam War.

Gregory Fenves, who became president last year
after joining the university’s administration in 2008,
said the school has tried to keep the anniversary cere-
mony separate from the start of campus carry. He has
spoken to shooting survivors about the memorial. “A
lot has changed as a society and for institutions since
then. We understand the healing process, and closure,”
he said in an interview. “One of the lessons is that we
do need to deal with the trauma and we need to sup-
port the survivors and recognize those who were
killed,” he said.

Texas follows eight other states that allow people
to carry concealed weapons on public post-secondary
campuses, according to the National Conference of
State Legislatures. Diana Mendoza, who graduated
from the university in 2015 and now works at the
school, visited the stone memorial on Thursday ahead
of its dedication and said it was about time to have an
official ceremony. She is also staunchly opposed to the
new campus carry law, which she said is more likely to
bring violence back to the school than prevent it. “Ah
Texans and their guns. I am Texan born and raised and
campus carry is ridiculous,” Mendoza said. “This could
easily happen again.” —Reuters 

Focus

Guns and memory 
of mass shooting 
collide at campus

By Anne-Sophie Morel and Katia Dolmadjian

France’s already-battered tourism industry took a fur-
ther hit in late July during what should have been the
height of the season as foreign visitors stayed away

after 84 people were killed in Nice on Bastille Day. In the
week following the July 14 attack on the Riviera city’s
Promenade des Anglais boulevard, arrivals by air slumped
8.8 percent compared to the same period in 2015, accord-
ing to data from ForwardKeys which daily sifts more than
14 million air travel transactions.

The sector has been struggling for months, not least
since the Nov 13 attacks in and around Paris which claimed
130 lives. Between January and July 10 arrivals to France by
air were down 5.8 percent, and down 11 percent to Paris.
Flight reservations to France following the Nice attack were
down 20 percent. France is the world’s top tourist destina-
tion and the tourism sector accounts for around nine per-
cent of GDP. France had hoped the Euro 2016 football
championships would give tourism a shot in the arm-but
has been disappointed. 

Euro 2016 Shine Tarnished
“Nice wiped out the Euro football effect, which went off

well in security terms and polished France’s image,” said
Frederic Valletoux, chairman of the Ile de France regional
tourist authority, which covers the Paris region and its envi-
rons. After Nice, President Francois Hollande extended the
state of emergency “which doesn’t help us-we continue to
see customer numbers contract, especially Americans and
Asians,” said Valletoux. He says a consolation is that “French
clients seem to be staying firm,” even if Herve Becam, chair-
man of the main hoteliers’ union Umih, noted that overall
“the trend is not good”.

The Cote d’Azur area around Nice, usually a major sum-
mer draw, saw hotel occupancy rates fall between five and
10 percent through to latest figures running to last week.
And in Paris, Umih expects a fall of nearer 20 percent, hit-
ting restaurants as well as hotels. Other regions have also
been hit, including Normandy, where a priest was killed by
two jihadists last Tuesday.

China Demand Falls Too 
Revenue per room for five-star Parisian establishments

had been up nine percent before the Nice attacks, but by
July 28 was 45 percent below the norm, says Umih’s
Prestige offshoot-which adds that Chinese demand has
been sorely affected. “What is new is the disaffection of

Chinese clients for Paris and France,” noted Umih Prestige,
saying that some business congresses scheduled for the
second half of the year had been cancelled. Prior to Nice,
July had been looking strong but “the July 14 attack
brusquely pushed us down five percent,” says Alain de
Mendonca, chairman of travel firm Karavel-
Promovacances, adding that “people are afraid to go to the
airport, to take a plane.”

Sector specialist Protourisme believes July hotel stay
data will come in four percent down on last year. “But it
could have been worse,” said Protourisme chairman Didier
Arino, not least given that much of France suffered weeks
of unseasonable weather going into July while Air France
was hit by a strike at the start of Euro 2016 - and is now in

the midst of another one. Neighboring Germany has also
seen a spate of recent attacks but has not to date seen suf-
fered a wave of cancellations, a spokeswoman for the
German national tourist board told AFP on Friday. Asked
about potential impact, she said “we’re in close contact
with our representations abroad and we’ve been watching
the reactions-immediately after the latest attacks there
hasn’t been any sign of a reaction. There haven’t been any
cancellations.” May saw a three percent overall rise in hotel
stays despite a two percent fall for foreign tourists, German
statistical body Destatis reported. The tourist board
blamed that on “different factors “ including economic and
political instability. “We were expecting growth to fall,
independently of any attacks.” — AFP 

Attacks take toll on French tourism

By Jon Herskovitz

Urbanization takes toll on Maasai land

This file photo taken on July 19, 2016 shows people refreshing in the water of the Trocadero fountains in front of
the Eiffel tower in Paris as summer temperature raises. — AFP 

By Shadrack Kavilu

It’s just before sunset, the time of day when Maasai
herdsman Josphat Ole Tonkei would have been count-
ing his herd of cows after hours in the grazing fields, a

few years ago. Today Tonkei must wait until darkness to
perform the check.  The routes to grazing fields and water
points have been blocked and he has to take a long, alter-
native route to reach his “Manyatta”, or homestead, where
he counts his herd. An area that for years provided graz-
ing ground for his cows has been built over with commer-
cial properties and gated communities, leaving him and
other herdsmen with no choice but to walk long dis-
tances in search of pasture and water.

He is not sure how pastoralists’ communal grazing land
has passed into the hands of private developers. “We
don’t know who sells our land to private developers. We
only realise it has been sold when we see them erecting
concrete fences and putting up structures,” Tonkei said.
Tonkei is among Maasai herdsmen reeling from the
impact of rapid urbanisation that is encroaching into the
plains of Kitengela town, around 30 km (18 miles) south
of the capital Nairobi.

Ballooning Urban Development
As in many other East African countries, the rapid

growth of urban areas has taken a toll on the ancestral
lands of pastoralists, where much of the new develop-
ment is taking place. Kenya has undergone unprecedent-
ed urban growth, which has led to an increased demand
for land, further exacerbated by a growing middle class
population. At the time of independence, in 1964, about
8.5 percent of Kenyans resided in urban areas, according
to United Nations data. This figure had risen to 16.7 per-

cent by 1990 and by 2015, one in four Kenyans lived in
urban areas.

The UN projects that by 2030 almost a third of Kenyans
will live in urban areas, rising to 43.9 percent by 2050. A
push by middle class Kenyans to own property amid soar-
ing land prices has led financial institutions, developers
and speculators to target land in satellite towns around
Nairobi, experts said. In Kajiado County, where Tonkei
lives, land has become a contentious issue as fraudsters
have duped thousands of buyers into purchasing Maasai
communal land, which is then converted into private
land, local people said.

The influx of outsiders and increase in buildings on
land that belongs to indigenous communities have
caused tension with the Maasai pastoralists, who say
urbanisation has led to evictions, forced displacement
and increased violence. 

Tonkei said land developers conspire with unscrupu-
lous Maasai elites and some politicians to convert com-
munal land into private land, aided by county land reg-
istry officials. The land is divided into small portions, with
some of it sold on to people to develop residential and
commercial properties, and the rest held for the purpose
of speculation.

“ The conflict caused by urbanisation is not just
because of grazing for animals ... the most painful part is
taking land through fraud,” said Letuati Nackson Ole
Umash, chairman of Lerelo Emaa, a community-based
organisation that advocates for the rights of Maasai.
Current models of urbanisation pay no attention to
human rights, resulting in gross inequalities, social exclu-
sion and violence, said Umash, adding that zoning should
be compulsory to ensure fields are reserved for grazing.
“If land developers do not factor in human rights, our way

of life will completely change as we may be forced to turn
to crop and other farming - a livelihood that will not be
sustainable for livestock farmers,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

Lack of National Policy
According to Joan Kagwanja, chief at the Land Policy

Initiative of the African Union Commission (AUC), Kenya
has been operating without a national policy framework
for urban development. Land governance issues remain
complex despite planning and local government laws
that guide urban planning and management in Kenya,
she said. “These (laws) did not provide the appropriate
framework and guidelines to manage Kenyan’s rapid
urbanisation in a manner that harnessed opportunities
and managed the risks and challenges of cities and
towns,” she said.

“What we need ... is to maximise benefits for the
Maasai community while mitigating the risks such as loss
of their culture, rights, and livelihoods and minimizing
the negative or unintended consequences of urbaniza-
tion,” she said. Potential risks for communities in semi-
urban and rural areas near cities were often disregarded
when weighing the pros and cons of urbanisation, result-
ing in poorly conceived plans, she added. 

But there was some progress on land governance, she
said, citing the proposed National Urban Development
Policy (NUDP) as an example for a more holistic approach
to planning that includes participation of local communi-
ties. The government also took action in April when
Cabinet Secretary for Land Jocob Kaimenyi dissolved land
control boards - which he said had been compromised by
land developers - in a bid to curb irregular land alloca-
tions and fraudulent sales.  — Reuters


