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BEIJING: Beijing has confirmed it is
investigating a Japanese suspected of
“endangering China’s national security”,
following Japanese reports that he had
been detained, the latest irritant in rela-
tions between the two nations.

The foreign ministry gave the confir-
mation in a statement quoted by China’s

Global Times newspaper late Saturday,
but did not specifically state that he had
been detained. The claim of endanger-
ing security is often used in cases of sus-
pected espionage. The ministry said the
Japanese embassy had been informed of
the case.  There have been multiple
reports in the Japanese press since mid-

July about the man’s disappearance. The
Nikkei Business Daily identified him as
the head of an organization working to
improve ties between the two nations. 

He was due to spend four days in
Beijing for work but did not return home
and has not been answering his mobile
phone, Japan’s Kyodo news agency said

Saturday, quoting Japanese government
and other sources.

The Japanese government’s top
spokesman Yoshihide Suga denied his
country was involved in spying “against
any nation”, Kyodo added. Chinese
authorities earlier this year arrested four
Japanese on suspicion of spying. 

The two countries have been taking
steps for more than a year to improve
relations that remain plagued by ten-
sions over the legacy of World War II as
well as a maritime dispute. Ties, however,
remain shaky and Chinese allegations of
espionage by Japanese have become a
new source of friction. —AFP
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TOKYO: Tokyo yesterday elected its first female
governor to lead the city as it prepares to host
the 2020 Olympics, as voters turned to a leader
promising clean politics after two predecessors
resigned over money scandals.

Yuriko Koike was announced the winner by
Japanese media as soon as voting ended, based
on her definitive lead in exit polls. She will take
charge of a sprawling capital with a population
of more than 13 million and an annual budget
bigger than Sweden’s. “I am pushing for a Tokyo
where people’s lives will be better, and everyone
can shine - men and women, children and
adults, the elderly and the disabled,” Koike said,
appearing at her campaign office, bowing
deeply and waving to cheering supporters.

Background
Koike, 64, had previously served as defense

minister, Japan’s first woman in that post. But
she ran in the Tokyo election without the official
backing of the ruling pro-US, pro-business
Liberal Democratic Party. During her campaign,
she wore green to symbolize her freshness, and
asked her supporters to also wear the color and
wave green fans and banners.

One of Koike’s first jobs will be going to the
Rio de Janeiro Olympics as the representative of
the city that’s hosting the next games. Yoichi
Masuzoe, the former governor, resigned in June
after acknowledging exorbitant, though not ille -
gal, spending of taxpayers’ money, including for
hotel suites and expensive artwork. The gover-

nor before him also resigned in disgrace.

Planning the 2020 games
Planning for the 2020 Tokyo games has run

into problems, including ballooning costs, the
scrapping of the initial main stadium design and
delays in construction. The Tokyo Olympics logo
had to be redesigned after the initial choice was
reportedly plagiarized.

The games are a centerpiece for Japan’s
revival hopes as the world’s third-largest econo-
my strives to keep growth going, largely based
on monetary policies after more than a decade
of stagnation.

Tokyo makes up a fifth of Japan’s gross
domestic product, and is home to about half of
the nation’s major companies. The city is hoping
to showcase Japan’s prized technology, includ-
ing self-driving vehicles, during the games.

The other major candidates for governor
were journalist Shuntaro Torigoe, the opposition
candidate, and former rural governor Hiroya
Masuda.  Masuda, a former ministry bureaucrat,
was chosen the official ruling party candidate.

Torigoe, a cancer survivor who is married, was
embroiled in a sex scandal, reported in a popular
tabloid magazine during the campaign period.
He denies the allegations. Public broadcaster
NHK reported that Koike had won over both
independents and ruling party supporters.
Official results are expected by Monday.

After her win was announced, Koike prom-
ised that she would investigate what had hap-
pened regarding Masuzoe’s exorbitant spend-
ing, and that she would decide what needs to be
done to prevent a recurrence.

She also said she would work to fix the long-
time problem over the lack of child-care facilities
to help women pursue equal employment
opportunities. She acknowledged that her being
a woman was one way voters were looking for
change. “I promise a city hall that has never been
seen before,” Koike said. —AP
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TOKYO: Former defense minister Yuriko Koike, center, bows and her supporters celebrate dur-
ing her gubernatorial election victory at her election office yesterday. —AP

MALAYSIA: A Malaysian army personnel demonstrates combat skills in a war situa-
tion during the Warriors’ Day Celebration in Putrajaya, outside Kuala Lumpur on July
31, 2016. —AFP

BEIJING: China protected the rights of a
Tibetan monk who died in prison, the
country’s foreign ministry said, responding
to claims by the monk’s niece that he was
tortured. Tenzin Delek Rinpoche, 65, had
been serving a life sentence for “crimes of
terror and incitement of separatism” when
his family was told on July 12, 2015, that he
had died of a heart attack in prison in
China’s southwestern city of Chengdu.

His 26-year-old niece fled to India,
where she has questioned the official ver-
sion of events and is appealing for justice
for her uncle. “China is a country ruled by
law, during Tenzin Delek Rinponche’s sen-
tence his legal rights were protected

according to relevant laws,” the foreign
ministry said in a statement sent to Reuters
late on Saturday.

The foreign ministry repeated that he
died suddenly of heart related problems
and that hospital rescue efforts were inef-
fective. Tenzin Delek was a senior supporter
of the Dalai Lama, the spiritual leader of
Tibet who fled to India after a failed upris-
ing in 1959. China views him as a danger-
ous separatist.

Activists say China has violently tried to
suppress religious freedom in Tibet, criti-
cism that Beijing rejects, saying its rule end-
ed serfdom and brought economic devel-
opment to a backward region. —Reuters
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JOHOR BAHRU, MALAYSIA: A planned
multi-billion-dollar new city near Singapore
is attracting interest from investors with
promises of luxury living but there are
questions over its future owing to China’s
economic woes and warnings of environ-
mental catastrophe.

Forest City, a $42 billion futuristic “eco-
city” of high-rises and waterfront villas, will
sit on four man-made islands on the
Malaysian side of the Johor Strait just an
hour from Singapore. Offering 700,000 resi-
dential units as well as shopping malls,
international schools, hotels, convention
venues and medical facilities on 3,425 acres
(1,370 hectares), the city will even have its
own immigration centre.

The venture is being developed by
Hong Kong-listed real estate giant Country
Garden and a firm partly owned by Johor’s
powerful Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar with an
eye on cashed-up Chinese buyers. “It is by
far one of the most enthusiastic private
land reclamation projects I have heard of
around the Southeast Asia region,” said
Chua Yang Liang, head of research for
Southeast Asia at property services and
investment group Jones Lang Lasalle.

Officials say they have shifted 500 units
in pre-selling already, despite the develop-
ment not due to be completed until 2035.
During a visit by AFP, sales executive Alex
Lee said he had sold 10 properties in one
sitting with a Chinese businessman, who
paid cash. Investors can pay anything from
$200,000 for a two-bedroom unit, up to
$1.6 million for a seaside villa. By compari-
son, a mass market condominium in
Singapore costs around $740,000 which in
Forest City would buy a four-room seaside
villa with a function hall, two parking lots
and a large garden. But some analysts
question the project’s long-term sales tar-
gets as China’s economy struggles to break
out of a growth slowdown that has seen
expansion fall  to 25-year lows, while
authorities clamp down on a flight of cash
from the country.

‘Somewhat ambitious’   
At the same time Standard & Poor’s said

it was “cautious” about Forest City after it
downgraded Country Garden’s long-term
corporate rating in March to “BB” from

“BB+”, citing risks from its aggressive land
acquisitions. It called sales targets “some-
what ambitious given this is a new large-
scale project and targets primarily main-
land (Chinese) overseas buyers”. And even if
the project is a success, campaigners say it
could prove to be a disaster for the local
ecology and fishermen who complain of
dwindling catches.  While its website
describes it as a “livable eco-city”, environ-
mentalists say the dumping of sand to
build the new city-an estimated 162 million
cubic meters (5.7 billion cubic feet) —
could alter tides and destroy marine life.

“It has the potential to change the ecol-
ogy of the whole area in profound ways,”
Greenpeace scientist Paul Johnston told
AFP. “It might change the things that are
living there, it might change the vegetation
that can grow there.”

Local activists say at most risk of
destruction is Malaysia’s largest intertidal
seagrass meadow on Merambong shoal off
Johor. The reclamation has also ruffled
feathers in Singapore, with the city-state’s
environment ministry saying it is “carefully”
studying an impact assessment report pro-
vided by Malaysia and is seeking further
clarifications.

Confident    
An environmental study commissioned

by the Forest City joint venture firm,
Country Garden Pacificview Sdn Bhd,
acknowledged a “permanent loss of tradi-
tional fishing ground” and damage to sea-
grass meadows and mangroves due to the
development. But it added that this would
be balanced by the project’s economic
benefits, including the creation of an esti-
mated 62,200 jobs. Country Garden
Pacificview executive director Mohamad
Othman Yusof said developers were strictly
following guidelines laid down by the
Malaysian government to minimize the
environmental impact. He said at least 20
simulation studies were carried out before
the reclamation was approved, while the
project’s original size of 5,000 acres was cut
by 30 percent and “double silt curtains”
installed to prevent silt and sediment from
spreading and polluting the waterway. “No
damage, no pollution has been exported to
Singapore,” Othman said. — AFP

BEIJING: China issued an “orange alert” for Typhoon Nida
yesterday, predicting the storm would hit the southern
province of Guangdong on Tuesday, state news agency
Xinhua reported. The National Meteorological Center
(NMC) raised the threat level to the second-most severe
alert on a four-color scale after issuing a yellow alert earlier
in the day.

It warned of strong winds and heavy rain along the
coast affecting Guangdong, Fujian and Hainan provinces as
well as the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. The
storm is currently off the coast of the Philippines, and
weather reports indicate it will also hit the financial centre
of Hong Kong.

Typhoon Nida will be the fourth typhoon this year to hit
China, where natural disasters have killed 800 people since
June — the largest number of casualties since a similar
period in 2011. Nida is expected to pick up speed with
winds forecasted to reach 38-45 meters per second by the
time it makes landfall, according to the NMC.

Earlier this month, Typhoon Nepartak drove at least
420,000 Chinese from their homes and caused more than
7.1 billion yuan ($1.07 billion) in losses in Fujian province
alone. ($1 = 6.6371 Chinese yuan renminbi) —Reuters

JOHOR BAHRU, JOHOR, MALAYSIA: This picture taken on April 19, 2016 shows the
scale model of development at Forest-City on one of the man-made islands on the
Malaysian side of the Straits of Johor. —AFP
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HANOI, HANO PROVINCE, VIETNAM: This picture demonstrates the damage a typhoon
can create where cars and motorcyclists drive past a fallen tree on a street following
the passage of typhoon Mirinae which pounded Vietnam  on July 28, 2016. —AFP

TRIPOLI: More than 120 bodies of
migrants who died trying to cross
the Mediterranean to Europe have
washed up around Sabratha in
western Libya this month, the city’s
mayor said yesterday.

Hussein Thwadi said bodies had
washed up on a daily basis, with 53
found on a single day last week.
Libya is a common departure point
for migrants seeking to travel to
Europe by boat, many of them flee-
ing violence, repression or poverty
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Political turmoil and armed con-
flict in Libya have given smugglers
the space to work with impunity,

running trafficking networks that
bring migrants across the Sahara
desert to the coast. Of more than
3,000 migrants known to have died
trying to cross the Mediterranean
this year, about three out of four
perished trying to reach Italy from
North Africa, mainly Libya, accord-
ing to the International
Organization for Migration (IOM).

Nearly 90,000 migrants had
crossed the central Mediterranean
to Italy as of this week, the IOM
said, a 14 percent increase on the
previous year. 

As the number of attempted
crossings from Libya picked up in

the spring with the arrival of calmer
weather, many of the boats have
been leaving from the coastline
near Sabratha. 

“The whole coast of Sabratha is
open,” Thwadi told Reuters by
phone. “There are patrols but they
do not have enough capacity to
tackle this crisis.” “Illegal migration
existed before, but with insecurity
and the lack of state authorities the
crisis has become worse and
worse.”

Thwadi said most of the
migrants whose bodies washed up
this month were from sub-Saharan
African states, though there were

also 23 Tunisians. Red Crescent vol-
unteers and local officials have
been removing them for burial in a
cemetery for unidentified bodies in
Sabratha, he said.

A UN-backed government that
has been trying to establish itself in
Tripoli since March says tackling
migration is among its priorities.
But the government is struggling to
manage complex security and eco-
nomic challenges, and still faces
political opposition on the ground.

Thwadi said he had raised the
issue with the new government’s
leadership but had not yet received
any concrete response.—Reuters
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CLEVELAND: As he turns his attention to the gen-
eral election, Donald Trump is signaling that he is
ready to tone down his fiery rhetoric on illegal
immigration - at least behind closed doors. At the
same time, Republican officials appear eager to
push him in a more moderate direction, telling
Hispanics that he has abandoned his divisive pri-
mary pledge to deport the estimated 11 million
people living in the country illegally - even if Trump
hasn’t said so publicly himself.

“Trump has already said that he will not do mas-
sive deportations,” Helen Aguirre Ferre, the
Republican National Committee’s director of Hispanic
communications, told reporters at a Spanish-lan-
guage briefing at the party’s convention two weeks
ago. Instead, she said, “he will focus on removing the
violent undocumented who have criminal records
and live in the country.”

Surprise to Trump’s legion 
It’s a statement that may come as a surprise to

Trump’s legion of loyal followers, many of whom

were first drawn to Trump because of his hard-line
views on immigration and border security. Trump
has vowed to build a wall along the length of the
southern border and use a “deportation force” to
track down and deport anyone in the country ille-
gally. “You’re going to have a deportation force, and
you’re going to do it humanely,” Trump said in a TV
interview last fall. He estimated in a separate inter-
view that the process would take between 18
months to two years. But those who would like to
see Trump move in a more inclusive direction say
that Trump has indicated that he no longer advo-
cates that plan. As evidence, they point to several
vague sentences from an interview Trump gave
earlier this summer to Bloomberg News during a
whirlwind trip to Scotland to visit his golf courses.

“President Obama has mass deported vast num-
bers of people - the most ever, and it’s never report-
ed. I think people are going to find that I have not
only the best policies, but I will have the biggest
heart of anybody,” Trump told the outlet. Pressed on
whether he would issue “mass deportations,” Trump

responded: “No, I would not call it mass deporta-
tions.” “We are going to get rid of a lot of bad dudes
who are here,” he was quoted as saying. It remains
unclear whether Trump was taking rhetorical or
ideological issue with the phrase, and Trump has
not made similar comments at any point since.
Asked how he would manage the deportations at a
press conference in Florida Wednesday, Trump said
only, “We’re going to have a whole policy on that
over the next three weeks.” This kind of ambiguity is
not unusual for Trump, whose vague statements
often leave room for numerous, sometimes con-
flicting interpretations. But for some who are sup-
porting Trump and want to see him moderate, the
meaning is clear. “Two or three weeks ago, (Trump)
conceded in an interview in Bloomberg in which he
said the term ‘massive deportation’ is not used by
him, and it was planted by a journalist,” said the
head of Latino Partnership for Conservative
Principles, Alfonso Aguilar, who recently signed a
letter along with several other Latino conservatives
endorsing Trump. — AFP

Trump backers claim shift in immigration rhetoric  


