
HARTFORD: Months after environmen-
tal officials killed a swan they deter-
mined to be aggressive, Connecticut is
taking steps to better inform the public
about nesting sites so people can avoid
coming in contact with the birds.

The Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection will use social
media to make the public aware of such
locations, especially during springtime
when these mute swans - named
because they are less vocal than regular
swans - typically defend their nests. New
protocols also spell out the agency’s pol-
icy for killing the birds when they’re ill,
lame or considered a public threat, as
well as “addling” their eggs - essentially
causing a fertilized egg to stop develop-
ing. These new operating procedures,
which establish criteria for determining
when a mute swan poses a risk to the
public, were partly prompted by the con-
troversy surrounding the April 20 killing

of a male swan in Killingly. The bird and
its mate were known for years by resi-
dents who live near Five Mile Pond, in a
rural part of northeastern Connecticut.

After the swan’s death, residents start-
ed an online petition, supported by state
Rep. Christine Rosati Randall, a Killingly
Democrat. The petition demanded DEEP
Commissioner Rob Klee “investigate this
horrible act, release employees involved,
review necessity of euthanizing,” reintro-
duce swans to the pond and require
postings where swans and other water-
fowl nest. “DEEP’s actions upset many
people who considered the swan a long-
time resident of Five Mile Pond and who
have had fond memories growing up
with the swan,” said Rosati Randall.

Response guidelines 
While the agency clarified its

“response guidelines” for addressing
mute swans - similar to those for han-

dling bears and moose - Rick Jacobson,
director of the group’s wildlife division,
contends the decision to euthanize the
swan was sound. He said the bird was
reported to the agency by a couple
kayaking on the pond as acting aggres-
sively, coming toward them, flapping its
wings and hissing. The couple also
reported how the swan that day
approached two younger people in a
canoe, which ultimately capsized,
spilling the canoeists.

Some local fishermen on shore also
said the bird acting aggressively,
Jacobson said. There were no reported
injuries. Priscilla Feral, president of
Friends of Animals, a national animal
rights advocacy group based in
Connecticut, said that’s not enough rea-
son to kill the bird.

“I don’t think the swan deserves to die
because you’ve encroached on their
nest,” said Feral, who said she’s fought for

decades against the state’s efforts to des-
ignate the mute swan population as a
public nuisance and actively manage the
population. “I want every feather on their
bodies protected,” she said.

Jacobson acknowledged the swan in
Killingly was likely trying to protect its
nest. However, given the coldness of the
water and the potential exposure risks to
the people, he said the bird posed an
imminent public safety threat.

The same guidelines also required the
agency’s staff to addle the eggs. Mute
swans, known for their white feathers
and long, graceful necks, are considered
by the agency to be an invasive species.
According to the guidelines, it ’s the
agency’s policy to “control the invasive
mute swan population to mitigate the
ecological harm to native flora and fauna
and to provide for public health and
safety.” Jacobson said swans are very ter-
ritorial, pushing out native geese, ducks

and marsh birds while causing ecological
damage by pulling up eel grass and oth-
er aquatic vegetation that other species
rely upon.

John Granby, a waterfowl biologist
and wildlife counselor to the CEO of the
Humane Society of the United States,
said he applauds DEEP’s decision to use
social media, saying Connecticut is
among the “most enlightened states”
when it comes to handling mute swans.
Granby, who contends mute swans are
not an invasive species, said he was a lit-
tle surprised to learn about the Killingly
incident given the state’s reputation.
While the decision to kill the bird was
probably made in the “heat of the
moment,” he said there are usually non-
lethal solutions to handling a mute swan
issue. “If there is a problem where some-
thing really looks like it needs to be
done,” he said, “they can really just move
the swans.” —AP
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OUAGADOUGOU: In the small Burkina Faso vil-
lage of Balole, where farmers struggle to grow
tomatoes, cabbages and aubergines, angry
youngsters armed with batons and machetes
are barring entry to the slaughterhouse.

A sickening stench from dozens of rotting
donkey carcasses hangs in the air. This is the flip-
side of Burkina’s booming trade with Asia in
donkey meat and donkey hides.

Fed up with the foul smell and pollution
blamed on the slaughter, dozens of villagers ear-
lier this month ransacked the abattoir and have
blocked its entrance ever since. Eating donkey
meat is nothing new in parts of the west African
country, where some believe the flesh has
medicinal virtues and can even cure measles.
But the export of donkey meat and hides,
notably to China and Vietnam, has flourished
beyond measure in recent years, triggering
some controversy.

“More than 45,000 donkeys have been
slaughtered in less than six months” out of an
estimated total of 1.5 million, says government
spokesman Remi Fulgance Dandjinou. “The sub-
ject has come up twice in cabinet meetings and
the ministry of animal resources has been told to
find ways of regulating the slaughter.”

Burkina’s customs service, quoted by the
Sidwaya daily paper, said 19 tons of donkey

hides had been flown to Hong Kong alone
between October 2015 and January 2016. Rising
demand for hides has driven prices up drastical-
ly, from a mere 2,000 CFA francs (three Euros)
apiece to between 30,000 and 50,000 CFA francs
(40 to 76 Euros). “A donkey that cost 50,000 CFA
francs a couple of years ago now sells for
between 70,000 and 90,000,” says Issouf
Kombassere, a donkey butcher in Saaba, a rural
area in the centre of the country.

Some fear the roaring trade could see don-
keys disappear altogether in Burkina Faso, one
of the world’s poorest nations where the beasts
are used for transport. Females take a year to
bear their young and need two years between
each birth.

‘No fresh water left’    
In Balole, which is around 25 kilometers west

of the capital Ouagadougou, villagers took mat-
ters into their own hands when their vegetables
wilted in the soil due to toxic runoff from the
plant. As part of their protests, they let hundreds
of animals loose. “More than 400 now are in the
bush. Some that were sick or very hungry are
dying and infecting the village even more,” said
Karim Simpore, the villager who says he led the
July 11 raid. The abattoir, built in 2011, was rent-
ed out to a French businessman and his Chinese

partners by the local owner. The managers of
the slaughterhouse declined to comment on
developments. Their company, Best Trade
Center, exported exclusively to Asia, with hides
mainly for China and meat going to Vietnam,
the authorities and several witnesses told AFP.
“Four trucks full of donkeys would arrive every
day, from Burkina, Mali and even Mauritania,”
Simpore said. “They’d slaughter 150 to 200 don-
keys a day.”

During an inspection more than 85 donkey
corpses were found on the premises “decompos-
ing with worms coming out,” water and forestry
official Christophe Bazie told AFP.  He said the
firm was fined one million CFA francs (15,000
Euros) for abandoning harmful waste, but that
fines could be 10 times higher or even be jail
terms. Local farmer Simpore said that when the
business began, there seemed to be no prob-
lems.  “But once the first rains fell, water washed
the blood and the offal from the abattoir to the
wells and streams, so there was no fresh water
left to drink.”

“Now the vegetable patches are polluted...
tomato plants, cabbages, aubergines... they’re all
dying,” said Simpore, surrounded by the group of
baton-wielding youngsters. “There’ll never be a
single donkey slaughtered here ever again,” said
one of the protesters, Ali Ouedraogo. —AFP
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BALOLE, BURKINA FASO: This photo taken on July 18, 2016 shows the local slaughterhouse in the village of Balole, where dozens of donkeys’
carcasses putrefy as a result of the booming trade with Asia on donkey’s meat and skin. —AFP

AHMEDABAD, INDIA: Thousands of low-
caste Dalits formally known as “untouch-
ables” protested in western India yester-
day against an attack on their members by
cow protection vigilantes. Police sur-
rounded the protesters in Ahmedabad,
the main city in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s home state of Gujarat, to prevent
any violence,  as anger among Dalits
mounts over the attack.

Protest organiser Jignesh Mevani said
Dalit youths were trying to kill themselves
to protest attacks committed against their
caste, which lies at the bottom of India’s
complex and entrenched social hierarchy
system. “Neither the BJP nor Congress will
come to our help,” Mevani said of the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and main
opposition par ty.  “Only our united
strength will help us fight the age-old
oppression,” the Dalit activist told the
crowd which police put at 5,000-strong. 

Violent protests erupted this month
after video footage emerged of an attack
on four Dalit villagers who were taking a
dead cow to be skinned. Cows are consid-
ered sacred by Hindus and killing them is
banned in Gujarat, but the villagers said

the animal had died of natural causes.
Dalits are commonly tasked with remov-
ing the corpses of dead cows from the
streets of India, where the animals often
roam freely. Dalit leaders told the rally a
24-year-old man who had drank poison to
protest against the attack died of his
injuries in hospital yesterday.  

A senior hospital  off ic ial  in
Ahmedabad confirmed the death to AFP.
Mevani said such suicides were signs of
deep despair among low-caste Indians
after years of discrimination and violence
by those from higher castes who often
went unpunished.

“This is the failure of the Gujarat devel-
opment model wherein youths have to
consume poison to demand their rights,”
Mevani said.  The video of the attack
showed the four half-naked men tied to a
car as the activists took turns to thrash
them with belts and batons at a crowded
marketplace. Two more Dalits were beaten
up after they tried to save the other four.
Attacks by vigilante groups on cow traders
and smugglers have increased since Hindu
nationalist premier Modi won power in
2014. —AFP
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NEW DELHI: A mother and her teenage
daughter were allegedly gang-raped in a
field after being dragged from their car
outside New Delhi, police said yesterday,
India’s latest brutal sexual attack. 

A gang of robbers allegedly stopped the
family’s car along a busy highway early on
Saturday, said additional director general of
police Daljeet Chaudhary. The mother has
told officers that she and her 14-year-old
daughter were pulled from the vehicle and
raped by six men. The family’s four male
members have said they were tied up with
ropes and their belongings stolen while the
attack took place, Chaudhary told AFP.

Police detained 16 people yesterday and
were still searching for the main suspect in
the attack, which took place in Uttar
Pradesh state, about 65 kilometers south of

the capital. “The main suspect has been
identified. We are trying to arrest him as
soon as possible and send him to jail under
stringent sections of the law,” Chaudhary
said.

India toughened punishments for
rapists following the fatal gang rape of a
student in Delhi in 2012 that shone a glob-
al spotlight on frightening levels of vio-
lence against women in the country. But
rape and sexual assault occur regularly,
with attacks hitting the headlines on an
almost daily basis.

The most recent official figures show
36,735 rapes were reported across the coun-
try in 2014. But activists say the true number
is likely much higher as many women do not
speak out because of the social stigma
attached to sexual crimes. —AFP
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NEW DELHI: Floods and lightning trig-
gered by the ongoing Monsoon rains in dif-
ferent states across India have killed
around 90 people and displaced millions in
the last two days, according to various local
media outlets.

The North Eastern states of Assam
reported 29 deaths while 26 others were
killed in the northern state of Bihar in the
last two days due to the flooding and land-
slides caused by incessant rains. In the
Eastern state of Odisha, at least 30 people
were killed and 40 others were injured in
lightning which shook different parts of the
state.

In the North Eastern state of Meghalaya,
another three people were killed and two
others are reported missing in the floods

which inundated a number of districts as
water level at both the Brahmaputra and
Jinjiram rivers have reportedly reached
danger level.

After a visit to the flood hit areas in
Assam on Saturday, Home Minister of India
Rajnath Singh said around three million
people are affected in 28 districts of Assam
as Darrang, Goalpara and Bongaigaon dis-
tricts are considered most affected in the
state.  In Bihar, its capital Patna, districts of
Supaul, Purnia, Muzaffarpur, East
Champaran and Kishanganj are considered
most affected. Bhadrak district is worst hit
in Odisha as it reported eight deaths due to
lightening followed by Bhadrak, Balasore
Khurda and Mayurbhanj, according to local
police. —KUNA
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INDIA: In this photograph taken on Friday, an Indian Bodo tribal woman crosses
flood waters along a bamboo bridge in the flood affected Bordiya Kacharigoan vil-
lage in Morigoan district, some 70 kms from Guwahati, in the northeastern state of
Assam. —AFP

PESHAWAR, PAKISTAN: A Pakistani offi-
cial says the death toll from a bus that
was swept away by flash floods has risen
to 27.

Government official Iqbal Khan said
yesterday that the bodies of 18 women,
six children and three men have been
handed over to relatives in the village of
Sara Shega in the Khyber tribal region. He
says three children were rescued and are

being treated for severe injuries. 
Flash floods triggered by monsoon

rains swept away the bus carr ying a
wedding party Saturday. Flash floods
commonly occur during South Asia’s
summer monsoon season, which ends in
September. The Disaster Management
Authority  says 82 people have been
killed across Pakistan since the monsoon
rains started in July. —AP

PAKISTAN: A Pakistani Frontier Constable (FC) stands next to a pickup van which was
damaged by flood water whilst carrying a groom’s party in Bazar Zakha Khel in a
remote village in Khyber, one of Pakistan’s seven tribal districts bordering
Afghanistan on Saturday. At least 26 people, mostly children, were killed when a
vehicle carrying wedding guests was washed off a mountainous road by floods and
flung into a gorge, officials said. —AFP

UNITED NATIONS: The United States urged the UN
Security Council on Friday to back a regional force for
South Sudan to shore up UN peacekeepers unable to
cope with the violence.

The council adopted a resolution extending the
mandate of the UN mission in South Sudan, known as
UNMISS, until August 12 to allow time to negotiate
another measure authorizing the new force. The pro-
posed resolution is also expected to slap an arms
embargo on South Sudan and targeted sanctions on
those seen as responsible for the violence.

US Ambassador Samantha Power said the proposal
by the African regional IGAD bloc to send an interven-
tion brigade to Juba should be supported by the coun-
cil. “We all need to support them,” said Power. “The
United States believes the region’s proposal offers a
basis to re-establish a secure environment in Juba,
which is critical for the parties to make progress on
implementing the peace agreement” and allowing aid
deliveries, she said. Juba was rocked by several days of
heavy fighting in early July between government
forces and those loyal to rebel chief Riek Machar, the
latest upsurge in the two and half year war. Nearly 300
people died in the violence and two Chinese peace-
keepers were killed in an attack on a UN base, where
thousands of civilians rushed for safety. —AFP
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LA PAZ, BOLIVIA: Bolivia on Saturday took ownership of a
fleet of armored vehicles from China worth $7.7 million as
part of a military cooperation deal. China’s Ambassador to
Bolivia Wu Yuanshan led a ceremony at which the 27
armored combat vehicles and four riot response vehicles
were delivered in La Paz. The military cooperation also
includes training and maintenance instruction. 

Under the 2015 deal, China is donating $30 million in mili-
tary aid to the South American nation.—AFP
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