
LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May
set out a drive to tackle modern slavery
in Britain yesterday, pledging more
funding and a new cross-government
taskforce to help stamp out what she
called a “barbaric evil”.

She made the pledge as a review
into the 2015 Modern Slavery Act, pio-
neered by May in her previous role as
interior minister, showed that in 2015,
40 percent more victims had been iden-
tif ied and 14 percent more slaver y
offences had been prosecuted.

Nearly 46 mil l ion people are
enslaved globally, according to the
2016 Global Slavery Index, which esti-
mated there were 11,700 victims living
in Britain. “From nail bars and car wash-
es to sheds and rundown caravans, peo-
ple are enduring experiences that are
simply horrifying in their inhumanity,”
May wrote in the Sunday Telegraph
newspaper. “This is the great human
rights issue of our time, and as prime
minister I am determined that we will
make it a national and international

mission to rid our world of this barbaric
evil,” May said.

The International Labor Organization
estimates that forced labor generates
global profits of about $150 billion per
year, mainly from the Asia-Pacific region
and developed economies, including
the European Union. May, who took
office earlier this month, said 33.5 mil-
lion pounds ($44.32 million) of the over-
seas aid budget would be put into a
five-year fund designed to tackle the
issue in countries, like Nigeria, which

are the source of proven human traffick-
ing routes into Britain. May also said she
would set up a taskforce that would
hold regular meetings “to coordinate
and drive further progress in the battle
against this cruel exploitation”.

The Modern Slavery Act, seen as a
milestone in the international fight
against slavery, requires businesses to
disclose what action they have taken to
ensure their supply chains are free of
slave labour. It also introduced tougher
criminal sanctions for perpetrators and

more victim protection. A year after it
was introduced, a review found a 289
slavery offences had been prosecuted
in 2015, up from 253 in 2014, while the
number of referrals to the national sup-
port system for victims had risen to
3,266 from 2,340.

The review ’s author,  barrister
Caroline Haughey,  welcomed the
impact of the new laws, but said more
needed to be done to make sure they
were being applied consistently across
the country. —Reuters
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ROUEN, France: In a gesture of solidarity following the
gruesome killing of a French priest, Muslims yesterday
attended Catholic Mass in churches and cathedrals across
France and Italy. 

A few dozen Muslims gathered at the towering Gothic
cathedral in Rouen, near Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray where
the 85-year-old Rev. Jacques Hamel had his throat slit by
two teenage Muslim fanatics on Tuesday. “We are very
moved by the presence of our Muslim friends and I believe
it is a courageous act that they did by coming to us,”
Dominique Lebrun, the archbishop of Rouen, said after the
service.

Some of the Muslims sat in the front row, across from
the altar. Among the parishioners was one of the nuns who
was briefly taken hostage at Hamel’s church when he was
killed. She joined her fellow Catholics in turning to shake
hands or embrace the Muslim churchgoers after the serv-
ice.  Outside the church, a group of Muslims were applaud-
ed when they unfurled a banner: “Love for all. Hate for
none.” Churchgoer Jacqueline Prevot said the attendance
of Muslims was “a magnificent gesture.” “Look at this whole
Muslim community that attended Mass,” she said. “I find
this very heartwarming. I am confident. I say to myself that
this assassination won’t be lost, that it will maybe relaunch
us better than politics can do. Maybe we will react in a bet-
ter way.” Many of the Muslims who attended the service in
Rouen - including those with the banner - were Ahmadiyya
Muslims, a minority sect that differs from mainstream Islam
in that it doesn’t regard Muhammad as the final prophet.

Similar interfaith gatherings were repeated elsewhere in
France, as well as in neighboring Italy.

Muslims want to live in peace
At Paris’ iconic Notre Dame cathedral, Dalil Boubakeur,

the rector of the Mosque of Paris, said repeatedly that
Muslims want to live in peace. “The situation is serious,”
Boubakeur told BFMTV. “Time has come to come together
so as not to be divided.” In Italy, the secretary general of the
country’s Islamic Confederation, Abdullah Cozzolino, spoke
from the altar in the Treasure of St. Gennaro chapel next to
Naples’ Duomo cathedral. Three imams also attended Mass
at the St. Maria Church in Rome’s Trastevere neighborhood,
donning their traditional dress as they entered the sanctu-
ary and sat down in the front row.

Mohammed ben Mohammed, a member of the Union
of Islamic Communities in Italy, said he called on the faith-
ful in his sermon Friday “to report anyone who may be
intent on damaging society. I am sure that there are those
among the faithful who are ready to speak up.”

Ahmed El Balzai, the imam of the Vobarno mosque in
the Lombard province of Brescia, said he did not fear reper-
cussions for speaking out. “I am not afraid. ... These people
are tainting our religion and it is terrible to know that many
people consider all Muslim terrorists. That is not the case,”
El Balazi said. “Religion is one thing. Another is the behav-
ior of Muslims who don’t represent us.” Italian Foreign
Minister Paolo Gentiloni thanked Italian Muslims for their
participation, saying they “are showing their communities
the way of courage against fundamentalism.”

Supervision of mosques 
Like in France, Italy is increasing its supervision of

mosques. Interior Minister Angelino Alfano told the
Senate this week that authorities were scrutinizing
mosque financing and working with the Islamic communi-
ty to ensure that imams study in Italy, preach in Italian and

are aware of Italy’s legal structuring. The Paris prosecutor’s
office, meanwhile, said it has requested that a cousin of
one of the two 19-year-olds who slit the priest’s throat be
charged with participating in “a terrorist association with
the aim of harming others.” In a statement, it said it

appeared a 30-year-old Frenchman it identified as Farid K.
“knew very well, if not of the exact place or time, of his
cousin’s impending plans for violence.” The office added
that a Syrian refugee detained in the wake of the attack
was released Saturday. —AP
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ITALY: Muslims attend a Mass in Milan’s Santa Maria in Caravaggio church yesterday. —AP

ITALY: Muslims attend a Mass in Rome’s Saint Mary in Trastevere church yesterday. —AP

YEREVAN: Two more gunmen barricaded inside a police
compound in Armenia’s capital surrendered Sunday and
one more was shot and wounded by security forces who
are trying to end the two-week standoff, police said.

Of the 31 armed members of a radical opposition group
who seized the Yerevan police compound on July 17,
about 20 remained inside yesterday. Most of the wounded
have been taken to hospitals for treatment and placed in
custody. The gunmen are demanding freedom for the
leader of the group, who was arrested in June. The opposi-
tion group has sharply criticized the government of the for-
mer Soviet republic and called for people to take to the
streets to force the president and the prime minister to
step down.

Armenia’s security service had given the gunmen until 5
p.m. on Saturday to surrender and said otherwise its forces
reserved the right to open fire without warning. The
sounds of gunfire and explosions were heard yesterday
morning from the area around the police compound.

The standoff has dragged on in part because the gov-
ernment has wanted to avoid stoking further social unrest.
Several thousand people have joined nightly rallies to sup-
port the gunmen, occasionally clashing with police.

On Saturday night, the demonstrators marched down
Baghramyan Avenue toward the main government build-
ings and the presidential residence, but were stopped by
riot police, who strung coils of barbed wire across the road.
The demonstrators blocked traffic for about two hours, but
dispersed peacefully early Sunday.

The gunmen killed one officer and wounded several
others in their initial attack. Police accused the opposition
gunmen of killing a second officer on Saturday as he sat in
a vehicle away from the compound - but this was denied
Sunday by a leading member of the armed group inside.

The gunmen had held four police officers hostage for a
week before releasing them unharmed. They later seized
four members of an ambulance crew, but the last two were
allowed to leave on Saturday. —AP

YEREVAN, ARMENIA: Anti-government protesters, sup-
porters of the armed group who have been holed
inside a police station, shout as they march through a
street on Saturday. —AP
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BERLIN: Munich is paying tribute to the
victims of the July 22 shooting in which
nine people were killed with a church serv-
ice attended by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and President Joachim Gauck.

The nondenominational service at the
Frauenkirche, or Church of Our Lady, was
the first of two memorial events on Sunday.
Gauck was speaking later at an event in
Bavaria’s state parliament.

An 18-year-old German-Iranian man

killed nine people and wounded over 30
others at a McDonald’s restaurant and
shopping mall in the city. He then killed
himself.

Officials have said the gunman was a
withdrawn loner obsessed with playing
“killer” video games who had been treated
for depression and psychiatric problems.

The rampage came between two other
attacks in Germany claimed by the Islamic
State group. —AP

COLOGNE: Tens of thousands of supporters of
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan rallied in
the German city of Cologne yesterday as tensions
over Turkey’s failed coup put authorities on edge.
Waving the Turkish flag and chanting “Turkey”, the
demonstrators turned the rally site next to the
River Rhine into a sea of red as they began the
demonstration by singing the Turkish and German
national anthems.

Police put the turnout at around 40,000 by
1500 GMT. “We are here because our compatriots
in Germany are standing up for democracy and
against the attempted military coup in Turkey,”
said Turkey’s sports minister Akif Cagatay Kilic at
the rally, Tagesspiegel daily reported. “The mes-
sage to be sent from the event is that in Turkey, all
parties and NGOs want to stand together against
the coup and to defend democracy,” added the
minister, who was born in Germany. 

Since the attempted July 15 power grab,
Erdogan’s government has launched a crackdown,
detaining almost 19,000 people and sparking
international concern. Ratcheting up its clamp-
down on the military, Ankara yesterday dismissed
nearly 1,400 military personnel, including a top
aide to Erdogan, and confirmed it would close mil-
itary schools and academies.

Erdogan-who says a group within the military
acted on the orders of US-based cleric Fethullah
Gulen-has also said he will bring the country’s spy
agency and military chief of staff directly under his
control. The drama has spilled over into Germany,
home to three million ethnic Turks the biggest
Turkish diaspora in the world.

The Cologne rally was staged by groups includ-
ing the pro-Erdogan Union of European-Turkish
Democrats (UETD). Hours before the event
Germany’s constitutional court banned an appli-

cation to show live speeches from Turkey by politi-
cians including Erdogan, amid fears they could
work the crowd up further. The decision sparked
anger in Turkey, with presidential spokesman
Ibrahim Kalin calling the ban unacceptable and a
“violation of the freedom of expression and the
right to free assembly”.  “We are curious about the
real reason why the German authorities and the
constitutional court banned President Erdogan’s
message and hope that the German authorities
will provide a satisfactory explanation.”

‘Don’t bring Turkey tensions here’    
Meanwhile, skirmishes broke out at several

smaller counter-demonstrations, with police mov-
ing in to separate around 80 right-wing nationalist
Turks and 100 Kurds. Some 250 far-right extrem-
ists, including many hooligans, had also come
together before being dispersed by police.  In a
bid to head-off any potential violence between

the different camps, 2,700 officers-including sever-
al Turkish speakers-have been deployed to keep
the peace, while eight water cannon were also
standing by on the streets. Cologne’s police chief
Juergen Mathies warned: “One thing I want to
make clear is that we will intervene against any
kind of violence quickly, decisively and forcefully.”
The tension comes at a time when relations
between Germany and Turkey are already
strained over the German parliament’s decision to
brand as genocide the World War I-era Armenian
massacre by Ottoman forces. 

German politicians led by Chancellor Angela
Merkel have issued strongly-worded statements
against Erdogan’s crackdown following the failed
putsch. The hardline response “flouts the rule of
law”, Merkel’s spokesman Steffen Seibert has said,
also blasting “revolting scenes of caprice and
revenge” in the wake of the failed coup. —AFP
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MUNICH, GERMANY: In this July 23, 2016 file picture police stand at the crime scene,
where a shooting took place in front of a fast food restaurant leaving nine people
dead the day before. —AP
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COLOGNE, GERMANY:Supporters of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attend a rally yes-
terday, as tensions over Turkey’s failed coup put authorities on edge. —AFP


