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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton yesterday sharply criticized
Donald Trump over his “absolute allegiance” to Russian pol-
icy aims, saying it raised both “national security issues” and
new doubts about his temperament.

Trump, her Republican rival in the race for the White
House, responded defiantly, saying that he had “no rela-
tionship” with Russian leader Vladimir Putin and had never
met nor spoken to him by phone, but that “if our country
got along with Russia, that would be a great thing.” 

He said in an ABC interview that he was not about to
disavow it if Putin praised him as a “genius” (some Russian
speakers say “colorful” was a better translation of the word).
But perhaps further fanning controversy, Trump added that
as president he would at least consider acknowledging
Russian sovereignty over Crimea, the Ukrainian territory
that Russia annexed in 2014 in the face of widespread
international condemnation.

“The people of Crimea, from what I’ve heard, would
rather be with Russia,” Trump said. He said, however, that

he was not involved in Republicans’ softening of their plat-
form language to remove a call to provide Ukraine with
lethal weaponry.

The dispute over Russia is part of a broader disagree-
ment over US engagement abroad, as Trump argues that a
weakened America must retrench and demand greater
contributions from its allies, while Clinton asserts that
decades-old US commitments to foreign partners must be
maintained.

Backlash over emails 
Clinton, in her comments, was responding on “Fox News

Sunday” to allegations of Russian involvement in leaks of
Democratic Party emails that embarrassed her on the eve
of the just-ended Democratic national convention. 

As that convention was underway, Trump urged Russia
to find and release several thousand emails that disap-
peared from Clinton’s private server while she was secre-
tary of state. “Russia, if you’re listening,” Trump said then, “I

hope you’re able to find the 30,000 emails that are missing.
I think you will be mightily rewarded by our press.”

That call, of a sort nearly unprecedented in US presiden-
tial politics, drew sharp rebukes from Democrats and some
Republicans. US cybersecurity experts said it raised ques-
tions about whether Russia had attempted to influence the
American campaign in Trump’s favor. Leaked emails pub-
lished by WikiLeaks revealed the distrust of some key
Democratic leaders of Bernie Sanders, Clinton’s former rival
for the Democratic nod.

Trump’s seeming encouragement of Russian hacking,
Clinton told Fox, “raises issues about Russian influence in
our election.” “And for Trump to both encourage that and to
praise Putin despite what appears to be a deliberate effort
to try to affect the election, I think, raises national security
issues.”

‘Not temperamentally fit’ 
When an interviewer noted that Trump had claimed he

was being sarcastic, Clinton replied: “If you take the
encouragement that Russians hack into email accounts, if
you take his quite excessive praise for Putin, his absolute
allegiance to a lot of Russian wish-list foreign policy issues,”
it suggests that “he is not temperamentally fit to be presi-
dent and commander-in-chief.”

Trump had earlier unnerved NATO member nations by
questioning the long absolute US commitment to defend
any member of the Atlantic alliance should it be attacked
by Russia. In an interview with The New York Times just
before the Republican convention, Trump said that if
Russia attacked NATO member nations he would decide
whether to come to their assistance only if he decided that
they had “fulfilled their obligations to us.”

Trump has also said he might withdraw US troops from
European and Asian countries if they failed to pay more for
American protection. “We are going to take care of this
country first,” he told The Times, “before we worry about
everyone else in the world.” — AFP

PITTSBURGH: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton, second from right, accompanied by Democratic vice presidential candidate, Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., left, Tim Kaine's wife Anne Holton, second from left, and former President
Bill Clinton, right, gives a thumbs up to supporters as they arrive at a rally at David L. Lawrence Convention in Pittsburgh. — AP 

Clinton slams Trump’s praise of Russia
Comments raise ‘national security issues’

DAMASCUS: UN deputy Syria envoy
Ramzy Ezzeldin Ramzy yesterday invited
Damascus to new peace talks with the
opposition at the end of August, drawing
a positive response from the government.

On Tuesday, the world body’s special
envoy Staffan de Mistura told reporters in
Geneva he wanted “to proceed with a
third round of intra-Syrian talks towards
the end of August” after two previous
rounds of talks this year ended in failure.
De Mistura has struggled to keep the
peace process alive amid a surge in fight-
ing between Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s forces and rebel groups.

“I informed the minister and his
deputy of the intention of the special
envoy De Mistura to reconvene the inter-
Syrian talks towards the end of August,”
Ramzy said after meeting Foreign
Minister Walid Muallem and his deputy
Faisal Muqdad.

“I explained to the minister how we
intend to proceed, and we discussed how
to render this process of political transition
which has already been endorsed by the
Security Council to be a credible one, and
we exchanged views on that,” Ramzy said.

He said Muallem “confirmed the inten-

tion of the Syrian government to partici-
pate in these talks once they are held”.
Muqdad said Syria’s government was
“ready to resume the talks with no pre-
conditions in an inter-Syrian context with
no foreign interference”, the official SANA
news agency reported him as saying.

De Mistura’s announcement comes
with the armed opposition facing difficul-
ties, especially in the northern city of
Aleppo where government forces are
besieging rebel-held districts. A peace
roadmap, endorsed in December by the
UN, called for the creation of a transition-
al body, which should have occurred on
August 1, a new constitution and elec-
tions by mid-2017.

The UN-brokered talks have so far
been deadlocked over Assad’s fate. The
government has ruled out negotiations
on his possible departure, while the main
opposition High Negotiations Committee
has said it will not agree to any deal that
leaves Assad in power. Since Syria was
plunged into chaos in 2011, more than
280,000 people have been killed and
upwards of half the population has been
displaced. — AFP

UN formally invites Syria 
govt to new peace talks

DAMASCUS: A handout picture released by the official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) yesterday, shows Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister Faisal al-
Moqdad (C-R) meeting with Ramzy Ezzeldin Ramzy (C-L), United Nations Deputy Special Envoy to Syria, in the Syrian capital Damascus. — AFP


