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None of us are completely loyal to this
country. Normally, this confession is pre-
ceded with introductions, analysis and

results that convince the reader of the validity
of such a claim. But today, I was keen to place it
at the top without introductions. There isn’t full
loyalty towards this country. Not because we
are traitors as some enjoy describing those who
differ with them, and not because we belong to
another country. But simply because our social
awareness did not develop enough to have the
“patriotic” loyalty to be dominant within us,
with all our sectarian, racial and even social
belongings.

So, most of us lean with the strength of
social, sectarian or racial interests towards
those institutions against the institution of the
state. Some people also place the state or
homeland interest after their interests, magnify-
ing and strengthening what they believe in or
what they are in reality. All Kuwaitis came from
the north, south, east and west of the Gulf - all
of them came with their social awareness and
reality, and not alone. It was not by accident
that migrants who belong to the Shiite sect
selected the eastern coasts as their settling
place.  The rich Sunnis selected the western
coasts, while the bedouin migrants found it
more comfortable in the southern areas, or
closest to the desert. Even after oil discovery,
the housing situation of Kuwaitis expanded, but
it did not change as much as it was supposed
to. Shiite citizens continued to prefer eastern
coastal areas such as Rumaithiya, Daiya and
Dasma, while those of the Qibla area continued
to expand west in Shamiya and Shuwaikh, and
of course, the tribal people or bedouins pre-
ferred what is now known as the outer areas.
So, Kuwaitis remained as they are - hadar
(urbanite) or bedouin, Sunni and Shiite and
even original or newcomers (bayaser).

Urbanization and dominance of advanced
life was supposed to integrate the people of
Kuwait to achieve a joint national identity. But
unfortunately, this did not happen, especially
after forced political circumstances chosen by
some intervened in deciding development and
public awareness, while the wishes of dominant
sides in the ruling family to control the election
situation resulted in deciding democratic devel-
opment or the democratic system itself. This is
how the “ghettos” in Kuwait with support and
preference controlled the situation at that time. 

It was not by accident that an entire electoral
area like Um Al-Haiman is 100 percent of one
tribe. It is possible to call it an exaggeration that
they pitched in and bought lands there, and
this would’ve been possible if the area was not
owned by the government and its residential
distribution wasn’t according to priority. So,
democracy worked, with the effect of the gov-
ernment distortion, to strengthen and instill
primitive awareness among the voter, the
Kuwaiti citizen. And to have credibility in this
conclusion, or rather accusation, it’s necessary
to point out that all this was not possible if
there was no readiness within the citizens to
participate in and even lead this intentional
social and political apostasy. So the blame is on
our social reality and not on who knew how to
use it. There is no national loyalty among most
current Kuwaitis, or if we wanted to be keen,
complete national loyalty, or a tangible regional
belonging. Everyone is captive to his old sectar-
ian or tribal mentality, or both. Years ago, the
urbanite citizens, for example, thought they
were free from their tribal hereditary and desert
mentality, but the truth is embodied in more
than one example - this mentality is still con-
trolling the behavior and thinking of the citi-
zens, despite his apparent release from his
social heritage and origins. 

Kuwaitis rushed and competed to demolish
their homes and receive appraisals, and those
who missed the appraisal due to wasta -
because the desire is in appraisal, not engineer-
ing - felt injustice because their houses were
not appraised. In civilized nations that have
total belonging to their countries and an indi-
vidual pride, the wish to adhere to the home-
land or material heritage supersedes the finan-
cial appetite. So, we read a lot of foreign novels
and saw many films about the Western farmer
hanging on to his land or farm while facing the
temptations of developers, mostly transporta-
tion companies, that wanted to lay railways or
build stations on the land of the concerned
farmer.  The farmer fights and succeeds in the
end in keeping his land, out of the motive of
individual ownership, because, as the farmer
says: “I inherited it from my father and I will pass
it to my son.” Here, due to the lack of awareness
for belonging and adhering to the land, some
citizens had to bribe some municipality officials
in order to appraise homes of their fathers and
grandfathers. This mentality was behind the
demolition of our buildings and historic
moments, from the Shuwaikh Secondary
School hall to the current mosque, where some
of those interested are fighting with concerned
authorities to preserve it.

We understand the backwardness of most of
us and the dominance of the tribal or sectarian
belonging in them, as this is the Kuwaiti citi-
zens’ thinking. Yet, what cannot be understood
or even accepted is the insistence of some of us,
who are many and influential in the political
arena, on distrusting others and accusing oth-
ers of being traitors with the foreigners, while at
the same time announcing his belonging and
loyalty to parties and foreign countries without
being worried about this foreign loyalty or dual
belonging. 

This happens every day, especially when it
comes to sectarian loyalty, which both Sunni
and Shiites are keen on showing and increase
its glow at every opportunity. The latest events
in Turkey are only a clear example of what we
present, and they are the motive behind writing
this column. —Translated by Kuwait Times 
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Crime
R e p o r t

Fight
A bloody fight broke out between four persons in a

Jahra restaurant, when two of them asked the waiter
to attend to them before anyone else. Things escalated
to throwing plates at each other, until the fight was
broken up by employees. Those involved resumed the
fight at the emergency department of Jahra Hospital,
as a young man was stabbed. The fighters included
two citizens on one side and a Saudi and a bedoon on
the other. Investigations are underway.  

Crackdown
A security campaign in Hawally resulted in the

arrest of 71 wanted persons of various nationalities
and issuance of 25 traffic citations. The campaign was
in Nugra. Those arrested were sent to concerned
authorities.

Jewelry stolen
A citizen was surprised by the disappearance of KD

800 and gold jewelry from her Sabah Al-Salem home,
so she called police and accused her maid and a com-
patriot of hers. The citizen said when she returned
home, she found the back gate broken, and when she
checked her jewelry and money, she discovered the
theft. Forensic police lifted fingerprints in order to
arrest the suspect and her accomplice.

Drug dealer caught
A bedoon was arrested with six kilos of hashish, one

kilogram of shabu and 50 gm of opium in Salmiya. Tips
received from undercover sources indicated that a
bedoon in his 40s trades in drugs. Investigations con-
firmed the tips and he was arrested, and the drugs
were found in his car and his house. The bedoon was
sent to the drugs prosecution for further legal action.
— Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: During a raid by Farwaniya police on a place
where international calls were being made illegally, they
also discovered a store of subsidized medicine, which were
stolen by the call center suspect from a hospital where he
works as a cleaning worker. A police patrol noticed an
Asian walking on foot, and when he was asked to stop to
check his ID, they were surprised by him running into a
house inhabited by bachelors. Police followed him and
found he tried to hide in the illegal telecommunications
center, and were surprised by the large quantity of medi-
cine there. The Asian was referred to detectives for further
investigations to find out how he was able to steal this
amount of medicine in a systematic fashion.

Cross-dresser arrested
A security patrol suspected a girl in a parked car in a

dark area, but when she handed her ID, she was found to
be a male cross-dresser. He was also found under the influ-
ence of drugs. His car was searched and six pink pills were
found along with other drugs. He was sent to concerned
authorities.

Weapons found
Weapons detectives learned about a bedoon in Salwa

who was suspected of trading in weapons, so they got a
warrant and raided his home. He was arrested after fierce
resistance and attempts to escape. Detectives did not find
any weapons, but they found imported liquor, which he
confessed was for trade and personal use. The young man
was sent to the Drug Control General Department (DCGD).

Drug abuse
An Ethiopian man accompanied by two women were

arrested after being found under the influence of drugs,
and they were sent to the Drugs Control General
Department. A Hawally patrol noticed a car was being driv-
en unsteadily, so they stopped and found the driver and
the two women were in an abnormal condition, so they
were arrested.

Stolen meds found
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I n  b r i e f

Gas price increase
decision delayed

KUWAIT: Oil prices’ recovery has allowed the government
to put all plans to raise petrol prices on hold for the time
being, government sources said. Minister of Commerce
and Industry Dr Yousuf Al-Ali has recently canceled a previ-
ous decision to freeze prices of products and services. The
minister had made the decision on April 10 in a step seen
as being in anticipation of a potential government deci-
sion to increase the prices of gas in light of the sharp drop
in oil prices. The current recovery of oil prices has rendered
those plans not required, the sources said. The govern-
ment has the authority to increase petrol prices in Kuwait
without requiring a parliament vote. — Al-Anbaa

‘Extremists’ monitored
KUWAIT: A high ranking security official said preven-
tive security officers are closely watching at least 50
persons, most of whom are Kuwaitis with close ideo-
logical links with the Islamic State (IS) terrorist group.
The source said some of these are clergymen who give
sermons, adding that their links are purely ideological,
and their movements are under close surveillance. He
added that the cells that were busted lately identified
some of these people, but many were already known
by domestic state security. The source said it is not
secret that these people are summoned every now and
then to make them understand they are being watched
and that their communications as well as their move-
ments are known, and they know this too. Answering a
question on why they are not arrested, the source said
the constitution and law require material evidence,
which is not available, because the matter is related to
ideology and sympathizing, but confirmed that they
are under close surveillance, especially when it comes
to their financial transfers. — Al-Anbaa

Law

Hajj prices
KUWAIT: Hajj prices broke the KD 3,000 mark per person
this year, the highest rate in the past 20 years. Meanwhile,
the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has allocated six
pilgrimage campaign agencies to provide low-cost trips for
600 Kuwaitis. Furthermore, the ministry has contacted the
Saudi Embassy in Kuwait to speed up the process of issuing
visas to Bedoon (stateless) pilgrims, source said. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing sup-
port for the development of students
in the engineering field, the Jahra
Road Development Project welcomed
a number of Kuwaiti students studying
in the United Kingdom. The two week
program included site visits, lectures
and demonstrations. 

Engineer Ahmad Al-Hassan, the
Assistant Undersecretary for Road
Engineering Affairs at the Ministry of
Public Works commented: “The min-
istry is committed to the local commu-
nity, and we highlight the importance
of providing students with valuable
first-hand on-site experience, as well

as introducing them to experienced
engineers from different departments,
including structure, safety, planning
and others. This opportunity allows
students to get an understanding of
the work done by MPW, and the num-
ber of projects it currently has.” 

“On-going works coupled with
multiple openings across the project
has meant that the students are
exposed to the different stages of
construction in a road project. It has
given them the opportunity to meet
and engage with specialized engi-
neers and see the ways in which a
project of this magnitude is managed.

The students leave here with a greater
knowledge of one of Kuwait’s largest
infrastructure projects, and the work
that takes place on site,” added Yasser
Boudastour, Project Engineer at the
Jahra Road Development Project. 

This mega project involves the
construction of 17.7 km of viaducts
(7.3 km of mainline Jahra Road, 2.4 km
of bridges on linked roads and 8.0 km
of ramps), including a trough at the
2nd Ring Road intersection, 10 pedes-
trian bridges, and service roads. The
Jahra Road project also includes
major service and utility relocation
and works. 

Jahra Road Development Project welcomes
Kuwaiti engineering students studying abroad

KUWAIT: Director General of the
Residency Affairs Department Major
General Talal Maarafi said the second
stage of the electronic services proj-
ect will start soon with the issuance of
visit visas through hotels and major
companies through the Interior
Ministry website without the need to
refer to the residency affairs depart-
ments after the approval of the “elec-
tronic signature” and after stopping
the old system when the hotel man-
ager of the company used to sign.

Maarafi announced that there is
work on a new project to reduce the
inflated number of domestic helpers,
which have reached 680,000, through
legislations and confronting certain
issues that led to this large number,
including home trade, where some
citizens use helpers to cook food at
home for sale, or those who make

helpers do something else other than
their designated jobs, or those who
provide residency in exchange of
money. He said the project has solu-
tions, and will be submitted to the
Assistant Undersecretary for
Nationality and Residency Affairs Maj
Gen Mazen Al-Jarrah for approval.

Maarafi said approving the execu-
tive rules of the domestic help law
created a system for offices who bring
in domestic help, pointing to allowing
domestic help from Bangladesh pro-
vided that the sponsor should not
have another Bangladeshi worker reg-
istered to him.

About the project of renewing resi-
dencies online, Maarafi said the start
will be with domestic workers on a tri-
al basis, then it will expanded. He said
the project includes paying fees and
data entry. He said the problem is in

the sticker - how can an individual be
called to place the sticker on his pass-
port, because the renewal will not be
complete without the sticker.

Electronic visas through
hotels, companies soon

KFH announces winners of
banking cards campaign draw

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) announced 7 winners
of the third draw of the new banking cards campaign themed
“Use KFH Cards and You May Win up to 2 Mercedes-Benz SUV’s
and Cash Prizes up to $200000” in an attempt to encourage
clients to use KFH credit, prepaid and debit cards while mak-
ing purchases in Kuwait and overseas. The winners are: Salem
Alayad, Bashayer Alhajeri, Dahesh Almutairi, Latifa Alkhaled,
Anfal Alrubayaan, Yaseen Faraj and Ibrahim Khatab.

For every KD 10 spent on their KFH cards, clients will gain a
chance to enter a draw and win up to 2 Mercedes-Benz cars
and a chance to win the value of their purchases up to $2000
daily for 100 days ending October 11th 2016. It is worth not-
ing that KFH Credit and Prepaid cards used in domestic and
international purchases and KFH Debit cards used in interna-
tional purchases are eligible for the daily draw.

Moreover, clients will gain the chance to enter 2 draws to
win 2 Mercedes-Benz cars. The first draw will be for the first car
Mercedes Benz GLE 400. This draw will be held after 50 days of
the launch for purchasing transactions conducted from day 1
to day 50, while the second draw will be for the second car
Mercedes Benz GLE 450 Coupe, and will be held after 100 days
of the launch for purchasing conducted from day 51 to day
100 of the campaign.

KFH strives to continuously offer its clients new promo-
tions and discounts in order to distinguish them among peers,
not to mention to further bolster the bank’s pioneering posi-
tion in the field of banking cards. KFH marketing campaigns
play a significant role in underlining KFH’s principles that
include boosting sales, while benefitting clients and mer-
chants. This new campaign is part of KFH’s efforts to reward its
clients and grant them additional value; thus achieving cus-

tomer satisfaction and boosting their confidence. The cam-
paign also aims at enhancing the bank’s presence, especially
that it dominates the largest market share in the field of bank-
ing cards. KFH has won several awards in the field of banking
cards which reiterates its success and efficiency in banking
cards market. KFH enjoys high confidence and leadership in
the market in addition to high quality products which have
enabled it to achieve growth in cards market and increase the
number of customers. KFH occupies the leading position as
the issuer of banking cards and one of leading banks at the
GCC level.

Major General Talal Maarafi


