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KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Planning Affairs and Development Hind Al-Subaih attends a workshop for citizens with special needs. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Kuwait is expecting new decisions
soon that could help address the country’s
demographic imbalance problem, a senior
government official said yesterday, adding
that laws on that regard were referred to the
cabinet to be approved and put into effect in
the near future.

The government continues meanwhile to
work towards increasing the number of nation-
al manpower in the private sector in order to
relieve pressure on public sector employment,
thus helping curb the state employees’ salaries,
said Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and

Minister of State for Planning Affairs and
Development Hind Al-Subaih.

The minister did not specify the nature of
the expected regulations, nor did she gave a
specific time for when the decisions are
expected to be announced. Kuwait has been
trying for years to restore balance in the
country’s demographic structure, where
expatriates make nearly 70 percent of the
total population. The plans include encourag-
ing more Kuwaiti manpower to enroll in the
private sector which continues to be domi-
nated by expatriate laborers.

The minister was speaking to reporters
yesterday on the sidelines of the inauguration
of a computer workshop for aiding citizens of
special needs to attain suitable work in the
public and private sectors. Affirming the sig-
nificance of the workshop, Subaih said that
items manufactured by this segment of the
society, displayed at the workshop, will be
promoted locally and abroad.

Asked about issue of allotments for citi-
zens of the special challenges, the minister
said 6,000 files, out of 40,000, have already
been revised, indicating that “some of the

files have been suspended for lacking terms
for getting (State) aid.” She also noted that the
suspicious cases were being investigated.

Meanwhile, Dr Tareq Al-Shatti, General
Director of the Public Authority of the
Disabled, affirmed the State prior concern for
empowering the handicapped to be active
members in the society. 

The workshop is in line with the approach
to habilitate them for integration into the
society, by providing certain jobs that suit
their capacities, as well as needs of the labor
market, Shatti said. — KUNA

New decisions to address
demographic imbalance soon

Kuwait witnesses computer workshop for disabled

How to obtain an 
e-visa to enter Kuwait

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait represented by the Ministry of Interior is presenting a visa issuing service. Visitors to Kuwait
may issue a visiting visa using this site.

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Saad Al-
Obaidi yesterday signed a social insurance
contract for retirees worth KD 82 million for
a whole year. The project covers 107,000
retirees recoded in the social insurance sys-
tem, minister Obaidi told reporters after
the signing ceremony. The project, named
Afya (good health) crowns hard efforts and
cooperation between the government and
the National Assembly for the interest of
retirees, he added.

Regardless of age, the project provides
for KD 15,500 health insurance coverage
for a male retiree, annually, and KD 17,000
for a woman, the minister said. Afya cards
will  be offered to retirees after three
months, the minister said, adding that an
awareness campaign will be launched to
inform beneficiaries how to benefit from
the insurance system. Obaidi stressed that
the project does not cover health insur-
ances abroad. — KUNA

Minister signs retirees’ 
health insurance contract

Deal worth KD 82 million for one year

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Dr Ali Saad Al-Obaidi (left) is pictured dur-
ing the signing ceremony. — KUNA

28th diving expedition
continues in Khairan

KUWAIT: Pecuniary allocations for Kuwait’s
“foreign diplomats will be sorted out soon,”
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-
Ghanem said yesterday. 

“First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister,
Finance and Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh
have assured me that monetary bonuses
for foreign diplomats have been affected

by fluctuations in currency prices, not
deductions in salaries,” Ghanem said in a
press statement.

“This issue is being addressed in a way
to ensure that the diplomats’ salaries will
remain intact,” he added. Moreover, he also
underscored that diplomats’ rights will
always be protected, describing them as
“the obscure soldiers who safeguard the
benefit of the nation.” —  KUNA
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KUWAIT: Participants in the
28th expedition to commem-
orate the anniversary of div-
ing are continuing to dive at
Al-Khairan coast. Participants
are committed to using the
old traditional methods of
diving, following specified
timing schedules in areas
that have good amounts of
pearls, said advisor of the
expedition’s technical com-
mittee Khalifa Al-Rashid in a
press statement. 
He expressed his pride for the

patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for
the event, also mentioning
the large numbers of youth
taking part in the expedition.

Veteran Bahraini captain
Abdulrahman Al-Menaei said
the expedition is attracting
significant numbers of Gulf
citizens, as it connects them
to their maritime heritage.
Meanwhile, the organizing
committee will hold a cere-
mony on Monday where

youth participants will per-
form traditional maritime
arts. The youth will then head
to diving locations at Al-
Khairan, accompanied by
media delegations from dif-
ferent newspapers and TV
channels which will closely
follow the activities of divers.
The annual expedition, set to
conclude on August 4,
includes 193 captains and
divers aboard 13 ships pro-
vided by His Highness the
Amir. —KUNA
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