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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

Ialways try to imagine how would my life be if I did not have
the privilege to find a job in my own country or if for any
reason I had to move to another country, maybe for a better

lifestyle, for peace of mind, or to advance my career, or maybe
just for an adventure. Kuwait and other GCC countries have on
multiple occasions been rated one of the worst places for
expats to live, or one of the non-friendliest places for foreigners
to live in, yet we have huge numbers of expats living in the
GCC region. How bad is it in reality? 

The headlines in the newspapers and online news plat-
forms read that the Ministry of Interior has a plan to deport
100,000 violating expats by the end of the year. Severe crack-
downs took place over the weekend against violators, but how
bad is it? I have had a few concerns from my expat readers that
I want to address. 

Legal or not
Question: This question might seem weird, but is depor-

tation even legally allowed? I know Kuwait has a right to do
so, but I have never heard of deportation in my own coun-
try. I just find it so wrong. 

Fajer: Generally speaking, deportation is internationally
legally acceptable for some situations, especially for those who
violate residency permits, or ‘illegal aliens’. It happens all the
time in many countries, but other countries might not have as
many people being deported at the same time or might not
have a large expat population, and therefore this might be the
reason why it is not highlighted in the news. 

With that said, I have been getting emails about extreme
cases where people were deported for the silliest issues with-
out prior notice or an opportunity to grab their belongings.
Whether this is true or not, it’s hard to tell, because once the
person is deported out of the country, it’s difficult for us
lawyers to work with the case, because really there is nothing
we can legally do to bring them back. 

No exceptions
Question: I heard that people from Western countries

do not get deported - it is just people from Asian countries
that are. Is this true?

Fajer: No it is not true. I have had clients from both Western
and Asian countries deported for being illegal aliens. 

Question: What can I get deported for?
Fajer: You can get deported for two major issues: 
1) Not having a legal stay permit, as in a visa that is valid for

you to stay in the country. 
2) You have committed a crime. A punishment for criminal

offenses can be deportation by law for non-Kuwaitis. 

Criminal offense
Question: I know that expats can get deported for a

criminal offense, but how ‘bad’ of an offense does it have to
be? 

Fajer: It is not clear. From my experience, I can say that any
criminal offense can you get deported, small or big, maybe for
running a traffic light or using drugs. You can get deported for
such cases.

Question: My mother is Kuwaiti but I am not. Can I get
deported?

Fajer: No. Kuwaitis, their spouses and their children cannot
be deported regardless of their status or nationality. 

Getting fired
Question: Can I get deported after being fired? 
Fajer: You have a three-month grace period after being

fired, as in after your last day of work, to transfer your visa or
otherwise your visa can be cancelled and your status will be of
an illegal immigrant, which you can get deported for. 

I hope the above helped. I know it can be a very scary thing
for expats to read the news, when it seems as if it is part of the
government’s plan to “lessen” the number of expats in Kuwait.
This does not sound friendly or right at all, but as I explained
above, if you stay legal and vigilant, you will be fine! I care
about Kuwait very much and about its international reputation,
and I hope that Kuwait is able to provide a safe environment
for all to live and coexist together. And should there be illegal
immigrants in this country or expat violators, they should be
treated with utmost respect. They should be able to take their
belongings before leaving, and they should be able to leave
with dignity. 

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Deportation

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A total of 97 Overseas Filipino
Workers (OFWs) were repatriated to the
Philippines yesterday through the Assisted
Voluntary Repatriation Program (AVRP), a
scheme used by the Philippine Embassy as
part of a mutual cooperation agreement
between the two countries for easier repa-
triation of distressed workers. Workers that
pass through the AVRP system are no
longer held for days, weeks or even months
at the deportation center in Talha, but they
are instead sent straight to the airport from
the embassy premises. 

The repatriated workers that were flown
back yesterday onboard Gulf Air were tem-
porarily housed at the embassy’s shelter in
Hateen and POLO/OWWA in Faiha for vari-
ous reasons ranging from maltreatment to
sexual and verbal abuse. Almost 500 more
OFWs are still at the embassy shelter wait-
ing for the resolution of their cases. 

“Ninety-seven is a good number and I
thanked the Kuwaiti government for the
assistance extended through AVRP, so we
are able to repatriate distressed workers
easily. I particularly thanked the Ministry of
Interior and the Immigration Department
for their assistance,” said Francis Baquiran,
Assistance to Nationals Unit Officer, as he
led the workers at Kuwait International
Airport. Baquiran urged undocumented
Filipino workers in Kuwait to immediately
contact the embassy so they could be
assisted accordingly.

Various jobs
Many of those repatriated were domes-

tic helpers, but among them were some
restaurant workers, electricians and car-
penters. Jun Saplot, 35, is an electrician
who worked in a small company, but when
he intended to transfer his visa, the compa-
ny did not cooperate and filed an abscond-
ing case against him. “I went to the shuoon
(the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s
dispute department) for assistance, but the
company owner did not cooperate, leaving
me without a visa for the last three years. I

thought I will be released from the compa-
ny but I wasn’t. Thank God, during these
three years, I was able to work part-time,
but I was living in fear as I don’t have an
iqama, and I do not want to be in jail. I
applied to the AVRP in April, and now I am
heading to Manila, thanks to our embassy
officials who really assisted us until this day
in Kuwait,” he said.  

There are an estimated 220,000 Filipinos
in Kuwait, more than one third of whom are
engaged in domestic work. Around five to
seven housemaids run away from their
employers daily. According to Philippine
Ambassador to Kuwait Renato Pedro Villa,
the Philippines along with two other
nations in Africa are the only remaining
labor-exporting countries sending house-
maids to Kuwait.

97 Filipino nationals
repatriated to Manila 

Through Assisted Voluntary Repatriation Program

KUWAIT: Filipino nationals wait at Kuwait International Airport to board their planes back to their home country, in trips facili-
tated through the Assisted Voluntary Repatriation Program. — Photos by Ben Garcia

Bus accident kills
worker, injures 11

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A laborer was killed and 11 injured when a bus
transporting them on Salmy road flipped over. The workers
include Egyptians and Asians. The injured were taken to Jahra
and Sabah hospitals, two of them by medevac.

Explosion
An explosion was heard in Hawally, and it was caused by a
cooking gas cylinder blast in an expat’s car. The explosion was
not caused by high temperature, because it took place at
dawn yesterday.

Nonpaid allowances
Several members of a Kuwait Municipality team that partici-
pated in organizing the parliamentary by-elections from the
third constituency expressed their displeasure because their
financial allowances have not been paid yet. They said that
lack of approval of the list by the municipality director general
is because it was not submitted to him, because the con-
cerned official is on vacation. They said they are afraid the
reward will not be paid because it is not included in the
municipality budget, like what happened before.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Chairman of the priorities com-
mittee MP Yousuf Al-Zalzalah criticized
what he described monopoly in purchasing
vegetables at cooperative societies. 

He said a letter issued by the coopera-
tives union on the vegetable purchasing
mechanism was laughable, as well as desig-
nating marketing of local product to five
companies only. “It is as if the union and
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
(MSAL) are placing the fate of Kuwaiti farm-
ers in the hands of five private companies
only,” he said

“We do not know who will benefit from
this monopoly of marketing Kuwaiti farm-
ers’ products. 

Are they MSAL employees, or some
owners of influential companies, or some

members of the Co-ops Union or others?”
he asked. Zalzalah asked the MSAL minister
if it is realistic that influential people openly
benefit, while the role of MSAL is to prevent

monopoly and to open markets for the
Kuwaiti farmer, who is now incurring losses
after losses. Zalzalah warned officials to
cancel the decision, otherwise “there will

be a political stand towards this issue.”

Small projects
Municipal Council member and chair-

man of the structural plan committee Ali
Al-Mousa demanded a special department
be created for small projects at the munici-
pality. He said he will adopt the proposal
during the next municipal council term.
Mousa said creating such a department will
speed up transactions, processing them
electronically, that encourages youth inno-
vation and competition. He said it currently
takes a long time and effort to finish com-
mercial activity transactions, especially
food-related ones. He said small business-
people should have facilities for quick pro-
cessing, because dealings with the current
generation must have flexibility and be
uncomplicated.

MP demands better marketing
for Kuwaiti farmers’ products

Councilor calls for special department for small projects

MP Yousuf Al-Zalzalah Ali Al-Mousa

Pakistan suspends
visa abolition 

agreement with Kuwait
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Minister for Interior Affairs
Chaudhry Nisar Ali Khan on Friday suspended Pakistan’s
visa abolition agreement with Kuwait, said a spokesman
for the Ministry of Interior. The measure came in the back-
drop of difficulties faced by Pakistani government officials
during their travel to Kuwait, the Pakistani media reported.

The spokesman quoted the interior minister saying:
“Despite the accord with Kuwait, Pakistani government
officials holding blue and diplomatic passports were still
required to get visa for travelling to Kuwait which was
against the spirit of the agreement.”

Pakistan and Kuwait had signed the agreement for
holders of diplomatic, special and official passports in
November 2013. However, the agreement came into effect
in August 2014, Pakistan’s ‘The Daily Times’ reported on
Saturday. “Such visa regimes and agreements are meant to
ease travelling of the government officials and diplomats.
An agreement cannot last which is not reciprocated,”
remarked Nisar.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) has distrib-
uted 4,436 food parcels to relocated Iraqi civilians in Al-
Anbar province. KRCS Broad Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer
said in a statement yesterday that the delivered supplies
were part of 10,000 packages to be given to the Iraqis in
need, in coordination with the Iraqi Medical Society. The

Kuwaiti society is proceeding with relief activities in various
Iraqi regions, including Kurdistan, with aim of soothing the
displaced hardships. 

In other news, KRCS announced handing out relief sup-
plies to Syrian refugees in northern Lebanon, as part of
ongoing humanitarian operations carried out by the

Kuwaiti philanthropic association. Mahdi Al-Hesar, chief of
a field team, said yesterday that the supplies, including
food and detergents, were given to 250 Syrian families in
the town of Mohammara, located in the country’s north-
ernmost region of Akkar. Each parcel is sufficient for a five-
member family for a month. — KUNA

KRCS delivers food to relocated civilians in Iraq


