
BERLIN: Pep Guardiola’s Bayern Munich can
become the first club to win a fourth consecutive
Bundesliga title by beating Borussia
Moenchengladbach today, amidst the distraction
of their Champions League semi-final. Bayern hold
a seven-point lead and with three games left, a
win over Gladbach at Munich’s Allianz Arena will
confirm a fourth straight German league title, a
feat no other team has achieved before. 

But Bayern are still smarting from Wednesday’s
1-0 Champions League defeat at Atletico Madrid.
Guardiola has been criticized by the German
media (“Has Pep mullered Bayern’s final chances?’,
asked Bild”), plus ex-Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld
(“the tactic didn’t work”), for his selection. Thomas
Mueller, Bayern’s top-scorer in Europe, and Franck
Ribery both started on the bench leaving Bayern
with it all to do in Tuesday’s return leg in Munich.

Guardiola scoffed when asked if he would rest
some of his stars against Gladbach. “We still need
another win, we only have a few days to prepare
and then we face Atletico three days later,” he said.
“We have to win against Gladbach first.” In the
wake of the Atletico defeat, only their fifth of the
season, Bayern are feeling the pressure in their bid
for a repeat of the 2013 treble. “We would make a
mistake if we quarrel now, I want to go to Milan,”
said chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge as the
Champions League final will be held in the Italian
city on May 28. Guardiola is likely to start with
Germany’s World Cup winner Mario Goetze up
front against Gladbach.

Defender Jerome Boateng could well play his
first minutes since suffering a groin injury in
January. Having beaten Munich 3-1 at Borussia

Park in December, Gladbach are chasing a rare
home-and-away double but will be without US
international Fabian Johnson, who has a leg injury.
Should Gladbach shock Bayern, Borussia
Dortmund will look to delay the Munich title party
with victory over last season’s runners up VfL
Wolfsburg at the Signal Iduna Park. Dortmund are
set to lose their third star player to Bayern in three
years after captain and defender Mats Hummels
announced he wants to join the Bavarian giants
next season.

Dortmund have said they will accept only “an
exceptional offer” for the World Cup-winner, who
has a market value of 32 million euros ($36.32m).
Should he leave with a year left on his contract,
Hummels will follow Goetze, who left for Bayern in
2013 for 37m euros, and striker Robert
Lewandowski, who signed on a free transfer in
2014. Dortmund have won their last three games
by a 3-0 scoreline and have already qualified for
the Champions League. Despite reaching the
quarter-finals of the Champions League,
Wolfsburg have lost their Bundesliga bite in 2016
and are now 10th, six points away from the
European places. Their 2-0 defeat to Augsburg last
Saturday meant they have dropped 16 points in
their previous six games.

Bayer Leverkusen could take a big step
towards a direct Champions League berth when
they host fellow European aspirants Hertha Berlin
today. Leverkusen have won their last six, con-
ceding just two goals in the process, and could
secure their place in the Champions League’s
group stage with a win. Fourth-placed Hertha
have not won since March. — AFP 
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SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE PREVIEW 

Bayern Munich 31 26 3 2 74 14 81
Borussia Dortmund 31 23 5 3 75 30 74
Bayer Leverkusen 31 16 6 9 50 35 54
Hertha Berlin 31 14 7 10 40 38 49
Moenchengladbach 31 15 3 13 62 48 48
Mainz 05 31 13 6 12 43 41 45
Schalke 04 31 13 6 12 43 46 45
Cologne 31 10 10 11 36 40 40
Ingolstadt 04 31 10 10 11 29 35 40
VfL Wolfsburg 31 10 9 12 42 43 39
Hamburg 31 10 7 14 37 44 37
Augsburg 31 9 9 13 40 48 36
Darmstadt 98 31 8 11 12 35 48 35
Hoffenheim 31 8 10 13 36 48 34
VfB Stuttgart 31 9 6 16 46 63 33
Werder Bremen 31 8 7 16 43 63 31
Eintracht Frankfurt 31 7 9 15 31 50 30
Hanover 96 31 6 4 21 28 56 22

German Bundesliga table

BERLIN: German Bundesliga table ahead of this weekend’s fixtures (played, won, drawn, lost,
goals for, goals against, points):

GLASGOW: Leigh Griffiths says it has
been a disappointing season for Celtic,
despite the Hoops closing in on the
Scottish Premiership title. The Scotland
striker has been in the form of his career
and is the country’s top scorer with 38
goals. His goal-scoring exploits and
match-winning performances have led to
a PFA Scotland Player of the Year nomi-
nation alongside Aberdeen’s Jonny
Hayes and Dundee duo Kane Hemmings
and Greg Stewart. Celtic, who are nine
points clear at the top, could clinch their
fifth consecutive title this weekend if
they can defeat Hearts at Tynecastle and
Aberdeen fail to pick up three points
against Motherwell. 

However, cup semi-final defeats to
Ross County and Old Firm rivals Rangers,
allied to another disappointing European
campaign, saw manager Ronny Deila
announce his decision to leave the club
in the summer. And Griffiths admitted
these factors have soured what is likely to
be another championship-winning sea-
son. “Personally, it’s been the best season
of my career. I can’t really complain, with
38 goals, and hopefully there’s still a lot
more to come. “I got myself back in the
Scotland squad, which was good, and
hopefully I can add another league title
to my collection,” the Celtic striker said. 

“It’s always nice to win individual
awards, but collectively, as a team, it’s

been disappointing. The European cam-
paign wasn’t great, and neither was
going out of the cup competitions, but
we need to stick together as a squad and
we can make history by getting five-in-a-
row.”  The Hoops, who drew 1-1 with
Ross County last Sunday, take on Hearts
on Saturday and were held to a 2-2 draw
on their last visit to Tynecastle.  “We’ve
got a difficult venue today but we’re
looking to go and get all three points,”
said Griffiths.  “It’s come to the business
end of the season and we just want to
get over the line, whether it’s this
Saturday or the following week. We just
want to get it done as soon as possible. 

“The semi-final was a disappointment

and then the manager announcing his
departure was hard to take, and then it
was a frustrating game on Sunday, but we
need to bounce back and quickly.
“Expectation levels at Celtic are exception-
al. The demand is for you to win every
game and if you don’t there are questions
asked, and rightly so, but we’re still going
for five-in-a-row.” On Monday, Dundee will
have the chance to relegate their city rivals
Dundee United if second bottom
Kilmarnock pick up a win away to
Hamilton at the weekend. A win for Killie
would lift them 11 points clear of United,
who would then be condemned to the
Scottish Championship if they suffer defeat
at the home of their fierce rivals. — AFP 

Griffiths bemoans ‘disappointing’ season as title nears

Bayern set to make history 
despite Atletico distraction

GERMAN LEAGUE PREVIEW  

MILAN: Juventus left-back Patrice Evra said
he could leave the Serie A giants at the end
of the season after hail ing “incredible”
Massimiliano Allegri one of the best coaches
he has played under. With three games
remaining in Serie A, there’s still plenty to
play for with Napoli and Roma notably con-
tending second place and the last automatic
Champions League qualifying spot. But all
eyes on Sunday will be on Juventus celebrat-
ing winning a record-equaling fifth consecu-
tive title after their match against relegation-
threatened Carpi in Turin.

Juventus secured a fifth consecutive
‘scudetto’ on Monday, equaling the record
set by the club in the 1930s, when Radja
Nainggolan’s late goal allowed Roma to beat
second-placed Napoli 1-0. The Turin club
now host Carpi looking to stretch their
unbeaten run to 26 games. Ahead of perhaps
Evra’s penultimate outing at Juventus
Stadium, the France international said of
Allegri: “For me he’s been incredible, I’ve
never seen that before.” Allegri is now on
track to secure a second consecutive league
and Cup double-they meet AC Milan in the
May 28 final of the Coppa Italia-a year after
they lost out to Barcelona in the Champions
League final.

But as for 34-year-old Evra’s future, the
France international told Gazzetta dello Sport

on Thursday: “I haven’t made a decision yet.
At Juventus, I’ve had two special years and at
the end of the season we’ll meet and I’ll say
yes or no. “I have to be honest with myself
and with Juventus. There are no problems, I
just have to make my decision.” With a 12-
point lead over Napoli, Juventus have again
triumphed with room to spare, leaving former
champions like AC Milan and Inter well in
their wake.  After last week’s defeat in Rome,
when Nainggolan’s 89th-minute strike hand-
ed the title to Juventus, a wounded Napoli
are now looking over their shoulder. 

Totti to stay? 
Roma remain third but are now just two

points behind Napoli before travelling to
Genoa on Monday, when club icon Francesco
Totti could be absent. However, speculation
is mounting Roma could perform an about-
turn and hand the 39-year-old a new con-
tract for a 24th, and final, year at the club.
The ageing playmaker’s hopes were boosted
when he came off the bench twice in succes-
sion to score three, decisive late goals recent-
ly. In midweek, the affectionately-known ‘Re
di Roma’ (King of Rome) got some influential
backing in none other than Italian Olympic
Commitee (CONI) chief Giovanni Malago.
“Totti is an amazing story, a fairytale that is
almost too good to be true. — AFP 

Evra’s Juventus doubts; 
Napoli, Roma vie for 2nd 

ITALIAN LEAGUE PREVIEW  

Juventus 35 27 4 4 67 1885 — champions
Napoli 35 22 7 6 72 30 73
Roma 35 20 11 4 74 38 71
Inter Milan 35 19 7 9 47 32 64
Fiorentina 35 17 8 10 56 40 59
AC Milan 35 14 11 10 44 37 53
Sassuolo 35 13 13 9 44 39 52
Chievo 35 13 9 13 43 42 48
Lazio 35 13 9 13 45 47 48
Genoa 35 12 7 15 39 43 43
Empoli 35 11 9 15 37 46 42
Torino 35 11 9 15 45 50 42
Atalanta 35 10 10 15 37 43 41
Sampdoria 35 10 10 15 48 51 40
Bologna 35 11 7 17 33 44 40
Udinese 35 10 8 17 32 52 38
Carpi 35 8 11 16 34 51 35
Palermo 35 8 8 19 33 63 32
Frosinone 35 8 6 21 32 68 30
Verona 35 4 13 18 30 58 25  — relegated
Note: Top two qualify for Champions League, third place into Champions League qualifying, next two
into Europa League. 

Italian Serie A table

MILAN: Italian Serie A table ahead of weekend fixtures (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):


