
BOSTON: Atlanta Hawks Dennis Schroder knocks Boston Celtics Isaiah Thomas to the hardwood during the second half in
Game 6 of a first-round NBA basketball playoff series Thursday, April 28, 2016, in Boston. The Hawks won 104-92. — AP 
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Two years ago, the
Australian IOC member John Coates called
the preparations for the Rio de Janeiro
Olympics “the worst” in recent memory. A
lot has happened since then as the count-
down clock reaches 100 days on
Wednesday. The venues that Coates wor-
ried about are 98 percent ready, and
American television network NBC has just
passed $1 billion in advertising sales and
will set revenue records. The Olympic Park
in the upscale suburb of Barra da Tijuca
looks spectacular. Television cameras will
love the aerial shots above Copacabana
beach, or views from the famous Christ the
Redeemer statue as it peers over Sugar
Loaf mountain and Guanabara Bay.

But problems still hang over South
America’s first games, the most unset-
tled in decades. Brazil President Dilma
Rousseff is being impeached and is likely

to be suspended when the games open
Aug. 5, partly as fallout from Brazil’s
worst recession in decades, 10 percent
unemployment, and a $3 billion bribery
scandal involving the state-run oil com-
pany Petrobras. Away from politics, the
Zika virus threatens athletes and tourists.
Ticket sales are lukewarm, and the bacte-
ria and virus-filled venues for sailing,
rowing, canoeing and open-water swim-
ming could put 1,600 athletes compet-
ing there at risk.

The deaths of two people last week
when a new Olympic legacy cycling path
collapsed into the sea have raised doubts
about construction standards in the rush
to build. In addition, a labor minister report
Monday said 11 workers have died on
Olympic-related projects since January
2013. The Associated Press asked a wide
range of Brazilians - and non-Brazilians - to

predict how the games will unfold. Here
are some of the replies. Briton Michael
Payne, former marketing director of the
International Olympic Committee: “The Rio
Olympics will surprise everyone. No ques-
tion, the country is facing the ‘perfect
storm’ - political and economic meltdown,
Zika, construction delays. 

But in the end, the unique and incredi-
ble stage of the city - perhaps one of the
most dramatic visual backdrops of any
Olympics to date - and the carnival atmos-
phere of the Brazilians will overcome these
problems. There is clear potential to be tru-
ly great games. For those working behind
the scenes, it will be tough. Very tough.”
Brazilian Sergio Praca, political scientist at
the Getulio Vargas Foundation: “The Rio de
Janeiro Olympics will, at best, be a non-
event. Brazilians are too occupied with pol-
itics. At worst, we’ll see violence and the

collapse of the city’s infrastructure.”
Brazilian Juliana Barbassa, author of

“Dancing with the Devil in the City of God”:
“The games will be a beautiful, tightly-con-
trolled spectacle set against a backdrop
that has stunned visitors for nearly 500
years. Those marveling from afar may not
even notice the serious budgetary crisis
facing the city and the state, and the
tremendous cost that this global party has
had for locals. But that cost - both in mon-
ey and in missed opportunities and mis-
placed priorities - is significant, and Rio will
not recover for decades to come.”
American Susan Francia, two-time Olympic
rowing gold-medalist: “The Olympics in Rio
de Janeiro will go off without a hitch. The
IOC always pulls it together, even if it’s at
the last minute. I think Brazil will put on a
fantastic event and the Brazilians will show
their incredible hospitality.” — AP 

Best and worst of times: Rio countdown hits 100 days

BOSTON: The Atlanta Hawks had their best
regular season in franchise history spoiled last
year by a dismal showing against Cleveland in
the Eastern Conference finals. They will get
another shot at the Cavaliers in the second
round of the NBA playoffs. Paul Millsap had 17
points and eight rebounds, and the Hawks
advanced to the second round with a 104-92
Game 6 victory over the Boston Celtics on
Thursday night.

Al Horford and Kent Bazemore each added
15 points for the Hawks, who earned their first
playoff series win over Boston since the St.
Louis Hawks beat the Celtics in the 1958
Finals. “Good to finally beat them,” said Hawks
point guard Jeff Teague, who was on Atlanta’s
2012 team that lost to Boston in the first
round. “It feels good.” The Hawks open the
second round on Monday at Cleveland. The
Celtics’ last three playoff appearances have
ended in first-round exits. Coming off a 27-
point win in Game 5, the Hawks took advan-
tage of poor shooting by Boston on Thursday,
building as much as a 28-point lead.

Atlanta blew the game open with a 39-

point third quarter in which it shot 74 percent
from the field. “I think we learned from before
with this team that no lead is safe,” Horford
said. “To start the third it was important for us
to get off to a good start and just keep attack-
ing and have that mentality of keep attacking
play after play. “I felt we did that consistently
in the third and that was the big difference.”
The Celtics shot just 36 percent for the game. 

They made a final charge to get as close as
10 points, but Atlanta was able to close it out.
Isaiah Thomas led Boston with 25 points and
10 assists, but most of that came in the second
half during the comeback effort after being
bottled up early. “We just wore them down,”
Teague said. “We tried to make other players
beat us. He (Thomas) is a one-man wrecking
crew. They have other good players over there,
but everybody feeds off him.”

Jae Crowder added 15 points for Boston,
but it wasn’t enough to turn around the sec-
ond straight game underlined by their incon-
sistencies. For most of the game, the Hawks
simply benefited from Boston’s struggles. The
Celtics played most of the second half with

Crowder battling foul trouble. He went to the
bench after picking up his fourth foul with
11:21 left in third quarter. Coach Brad Stevens
rolled dice and re-inserted him, only for
Crowder to be called for his fifth foul with
8:13 to play. Crowder fouled out with 3 min-
utes to play. But most of the damage was
done much earlier.

There was lots of energy inside TD Garden
from the home fans at tipoff, and Boston did a
decent job of matching it on the defensive
end, forcing four early turnovers. The offen-
sive end was another story. The Celtics started
game by connecting on just four of its first 18
field goal attempts and shot 28 percent in the
first half. It let the Hawks get a little separation
with Boston managing only four points in the
first 6 minutes of second quarter. “I think we
should give the Hawks credit. They’re better
right now,” Stevens said. “It pains me to say
that, it’s a sour ending. But they just proved it
over six games. That’s just kind of how my
world works. There’s a scoreboard and if
you’re on the losing end then you’re not as
good as the other team.” — AP 

Hawks overwhelm Celtics, 
move to the second round 

Celtics’ Swede
Jerebko finishes
season strong 

BOSTON: The Boston Celtics may have crashed out
of the playoffs after being pummeled by Atlanta
on their home floor, but power forward Jonas
Jerebko is not too down-hearted after finally get-
ting a chance to show the Boston crowd what he
can do as a starter. Thrust into the starting lineup
by coach Brad Stevens last Friday with the Celtics
2-0 down in the series, the Swede helped extend it
to a sixth game before the Celtics lost 104-92 at
home on Thursday to bring their season to a close.

On a night when Boston struggled with its
shooting, Jerebko scored the opening five points
of the game for the Celtics, finishing up with 13 on
the night in another strong performance since
being promoted from the bench. “You have to give
it a little time and then take a look back, but I’m
happy with the season,” Jerebko told Reuters in a
telephone interview following the defeat. “We did-
n’t move the ball like we usually do, we held onto it
a little too much. We had a lot of open shots that
we missed and you can’t do that if you want to
beat Atlanta in the playoffs,” the 29-year-old said.
“Everyone has to speak for themselves but I felt no
pressure,” Jerebko said of the Celtics’ poor shoot-
ing on the night.

Acquired from the Detroit Pistons in February
2015, Jerebko quickly became a key player in the
Celtics rotation with his tough defense and ability
to come off the bench and spread the floor. Finally
given the chance to start, he finished the season
strongly and posted double-doubles in the two
home victories that sent the series back to Atlanta,
and though he and the Celtics came up short,
Jerebko is not too disappointed. “It feels good,
that’s how you want to play. That’s what I’ve
worked for the whole season. I got to finish the
season in the best possible way (as a starter), so
that was good.”

The Celtics, who have a slew of prime picks to
use in the upcoming NBA draft, also have an
option to re-sign Jerebko in the summer, and he
feels he has shown enough make it worth their
while to do so. “It was a long season with a lot of
games, it’s been up and down, like every other
NBA season. For my part it feels like I’ve gotten bet-
ter. I’ve felt better and better the more I’ve played,”
he said. With Boston’s playoff journey at an end,
Jerebko’s focus now switches to fatherhood, as his
partner gave birth to a baby daughter three weeks
ago. “I’m going to take some time off and be with
the family and take it easy,” he said.  — Reuters


