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SOCHI: Formula One world champion Lewis
Hamilton boosted his morale with the fastest lap
in Russian Grand Prix practice yesterday after
Mercedes team mate Nico Rosberg set the early
pace and Ferrari suffered reliability problems.
Rosberg, chasing his seventh win in a row and
fourth of the season, was quickest in the morn-
ing around the Olympic Park used for the 2014
Winter Games in the Black Sea resort. The cham-
pionship leader dropped to third in the after-
noon, however, with Hamilton setting a best
time of one minute 37.583 seconds on supersoft
tyres compared to Rosberg’s 1:38.450.

Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel stopped on track
during the second session. Hamilton is the only
driver to have won in Russia since the race’s
debut in 2014 and he needs to complete the
hat-trick on Sunday to eat into his team mate’s
hefty 36 point lead after just three of the 21
races. The Mercedes pair, who have won 35 of
the last 41 races between them, were comfort-
ably ahead of the rest in the morning but Vettel
was second fastest for Ferrari after lunch. The
four-times world champion, whose team have
suffered power unit problems in two races this
season, was halted by an electrical failure with
an hour to go.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen was fourth in both
practices. Australian Daniel Ricciardo, who test-
ed a new head protection device at the start of
the session and has finished fourth in all three
races, was sixth and fifth for Red Bull in the two
sessions. Russian team mate Daniil Kvyat was
seventh, with McLaren’s Jenson Button eighth
and Fernando Alonso 10th in a boost for Honda-
powered McLaren as they fight their way back
up the pecking order after a nightmare 2015
season. Renault’s Russian test driver Sergey
Sirotkin, who will be competing in the GP2 sup-
port series this season, replaced Denmark’s
Kevin Magnussen for the first session. He ended
up 13th fastest with regular race driver Jolyon
Palmer 18th. —Reuters

Hamilton fastest in Russia, Vettel stops

SOCHI: Mercedes AMG Petronas F1 Team’s British driver Lewis Hamilton
steers his car during the second practice session of the Formula One Russian
Grand Prix at the Sochi Autodrom circuit yesterday. — AFP 

CHICAGO: The Los Angeles Rams chose Jared
Goff as the number one pick in the NFL draft
on Thursday, handing the young quarterback
from California the task of leading the ambi-
tious franchise into their new era. Goff, from
the University of California Berkeley, had faced
a nervous wait to learn where he will begin his
National Football League career. The Rams
had stunned the NFL after securing the num-
ber one pick from the Tennessee Titans in a
blockbuster deal this month. The move was
widely seen as a statement of intent by the
Rams, who are determined to rapidly establish
themselves as a force after returning to Los
Angeles from St Louis during the close season.

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell
announced the Rams selection in front of a
packed house at the Auditorium Theatre of
Chicago’s Roosevelt University. “We had a lit-
tle bit of an idea (I would go number one), but
nothing set in stone yet,” Goff told the NFL
Network after his selection. “I’m ready to go,
I’m ready to make a difference.” “It’s an unbe-
lievable moment, a once in a lifetime experi-
ence. I can’t really put it into words right now,
I’m very happy and very excited to move on
with my professional career,” Goff said.

Goff said he had struck up an instant rap-
port with Rams officials after he was scouted
at the NFL Combine earlier this year. “I felt
very comfortable with their whole staff and
had an immediate connection with them.”
Goff posed for photographs holding a Rams
jersey and wearing a team cap after the
announcement, which was watched by a
crowd of fans on giant screens gathered in
downtown Los Angeles. The 21-year-old 6-

foot-4-inch quarterback is the first quarter-
back from California to be picked in the first
round since Green Bay Packers star Aaron
Rodgers was chosen in 2005.

Goff’s quick release and footwork
impressed his many admirers during a college
career which saw him pass for 12,200 yards
and 96 touchdowns in three seasons as a
starter. However his critics have pointed to the
fact that his 14-23 record is the worst by a
number one pick entering the NFL since the
start of the modern draft era in 1967. Goff is
expected to be pitched into the fray immedi-
ately for the Rams, who open their 2016 sea-
son against the quarterback’s boyhood team
the San Francisco 49ers. With Goff chosen by
the Rams, North Dakota State’s Carson Wentz,
the other prime quarterback in the draft, was
snapped up by the Philadelphia Eagles as sec-
ond outright pick.

It is only the seventh time in NFL history
that the top two picks in the draft are quar-
terbacks. “It’s an exciting time. Real exciting,
and happy to be an Eagle,” Wentz told the
NFL Network. “I’m bringing it. They’re getting
a passionate player themselves, so it’s going
to be fun. The chips fell where they may
tonight, and I’m pumped and ready to get to
work.” Questions about Wentz’s pedigree
having played college football at a second
tier school have been offset by his 20-3
record and impressive showing at the Senior
Bowl in January.

Tunsil tumbles 
Not all the draft picks were celebrating on

Thursday as offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil

tumbled to the 13th overall pick. The Miami
Dolphins chose Tunsil despite a video that
appeared on his Twitter account just minutes
before the start of Thursday’s draft appearing
to show him smoking marijuana through a
bong while wearing a gas mask. Tunsil
explained the video by saying his Twitter
account had been hacked. The video was

quickly deleted and Tunsil later suspended his
account.  But the damage was already done as
a number of teams selecting in the top 10
passed on Tunsil. “It was a mistake. It hap-
pened years ago,” Tunsil told the NFL Network
of the video. “Someone hacked my Twitter
account. It’s a crazy world, things happen for a
reason.” — AFP 

Rams name California’s Goff as top draft pick

CHICAGO: California’s Jared Goff poses for photos after being selected by the Los
Angeles Rams as the first pick in the first round of the 2016 NFL football draft on
Thursday, April 28, 2016.  — AP 

Serena’s absence blows 
tournament wide open
MADRID: In the absence of world number one Serena Williams,
who withdrew from the tournament yesterday after suffering
with flu, a whole host of players will be targeting victory at the
WTA Madrid Open. Williams has played just three tournaments
all season, losing in the final of the Australian Open and at Indian
Wells. With the world’s dominant player missing for so much of
the season, 16 different women have already lifted WTA titles this
year, with Sloane Stephens, Victoria Azarenka and Angelique
Kerber the only multiple winners.  

That makes it hard to pick a winner for the tournament that
starts this weekend, with Poland’s Agnieszka Radwanska now the
top seed, while five-time Grand Slam champion Maria Sharapova
is still in the wilderness after failing a drugs test at Melbourne
Park in January. Williams’s conqueror at the Australian Open,
Kerber, is in fine form after backing up her first Grand Slam by
retaining her title on the indoor clay of Stuttgart last week.

And the German is looking to build on her positive start to the
European clay-court season in Madrid and Rome before the
French Open next month. “I know I can play well on clay,” said
Kerber. “This is the attitude I’ll take to Paris.” The faster conditions
than a normal clay surface in Madrid due to the slight altitude of
the Spanish capital could help Kerber even more. Two-time
champion Petra Kvitova returns to defend her crown at the Caja
Magica and strongly believes the conditions favour her style.
“One reason is that the altitude really helps the players who are
playing fast and aggressively,” the Czech told the tournament
website.  “The balls really fly and I think that the players who are
just pushing the ball don’t really have a chance to finish the ball.”

World number five Azarenka is the most in-form player on the
Tour as the Belarusian arrives in Madrid on the back of a 14-
match winning streak having won in Indian Wells and Miami, as
well as helping her country relegate Russia in the World Group II
in the Fed Cup earlier this month. Azarenka has never won in
Madrid, but does have a good track record as she reached the
final in 2011 and 2012 and blew three match points against
Williams in the last 16 last year before losing a final set tie-break.
Home hopes are carried by Garbine Muguruza as the world num-
ber four hopes to become the first Spanish woman to win the
Madrid Open. However, Muguruza has had a disappointing sea-
son so far as she has failed to make it beyond the quarter-finals in
seven tournaments. — AFP 


