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MOUNT KENYA, Kenya: Kenya wants a
ban on all sales of elephant ivory, its presi-
dent told other African leaders and con-
servationists at talks yesterday on how to
save the continent’s embattled elephant
and rhino populations. From 1.2 million in
the 1970s, the number of elephants roam-
ing Africa has plunged to around 400,000.
Poaching for ivory killed 30,000 a year
from 2010 to 2012. The future for rhinos,
now numbering less than 30,000, is even
bleaker unless poaching is checked.

“The future of the African elephant
and rhino is far from secure so long as
demand for their products continues to
exist,” said President Uhuru Kenyatta,
adding any sale, even in legal domestic
markets, increased risks to the animals.
Kenya would seek a “total ban on the
trade in elephant ivory” at a meeting on
the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) in South Africa later
this year, the president told the “Giants
Club” summit.

Signalling its commitment, Kenya will
burn 105 tons of seized ivory today. CITES
approved a ban on commercial trade in
African elephant ivory in 1989, but since
then has permitted one-off sales.

Conservationists want more prosecu-
tions of poachers, the slashing of
demand for ivory and rhino horn, most of
which is in east Asia, and deeper cooper-
ation across borders to fight poachers.

“It has taken a crisis to get us to bet-
ter collaboration, and the successes are
still  very fragile,” said Iain Douglas-
Hamilton, chief executive of the charity
Save the Elephants. In Kenya, 93 ele-
phants were killed in 2015, down from

384 in 2012. But conservationists say the
East African nation remains a transit
point for poached wildlife parts from
other countries.

Leaders from Uganda and Gabon
attended the summit to outline efforts to
curb illegal hunting by poachers, who in
some regions have used belt-fed
machineguns to mow down animals.

POLITICAL WILL
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni

said population pressure threatened ani-
mal habitats. “The strategic challenge is
to make the African population shift from
low-technology agriculture to industry
and services,” he said. “Political will, that
is the key ingredient,” Max Graham, the

founder of charity Space for Giants, told
reporters at Kenya’s Ol Pejeta
Conservancy ahead of the summit, which
was held at a hotel nearby on the slopes
of Mount Kenya.

Ol Pejeta has been protecting and
slowly rebuilding Kenya’s rhino numbers.
Airborne rapid reaction rangers, a heli-
copter with night vision and better intelli-
gence in the local community have
helped. But it seems too late for the north
white rhino. Just three individuals of the
species remain, guarded 24 hours a day
at the Ol Pejeta site. Scientists are racing
against time to work out artificial repro-
ductive techniques for the aging animals.

Ol Pejeta is also home to many more
black rhino. — Reuters

Kenya calls for ivory sales ban 
as it prepares to burn tusks

Elephant numbers have plunged since 1970s

United Nations’ Independent Expert on the Enjoyment of
human rights by persons with albinism Ikponwosa Ero
addresses a press conference at the end of her official vis-
it to Malawi yesterday. — AFP

Witchcraft threatens 
Malawi albinos with 

extinction: UN expert
LILONGWE, Malawi: Malawi’s estimated 10,000 albinos face “sys-
tematic extinction” if they continue to be murdered for their body
parts for use in witchcraft, a UN expert warned yesterday.

Ikponwosa Ero told journalists at the end of a 12-day assessment
in the country that the situation “constitutes an emergency, a crisis
disturbing in its proportions”. Her call for action came as a court in
Malawi slapped a 17-year jail term on two men arrested last week
for murdering a 21-year-old albino woman.

“The two pleaded guilty,” police spokesman Kondwani Kandiado
told AFP. Kandiado said the victim’s uncle Gerald Phiri, 38, and an
accomplice told the court they “blamed Satan for their action and
pleaded for leniency”. Ero, who is herself an albino from Nigeria and
is the UN human rights council’s expert on albinism, said Malawian
police had recorded 65 attacks, abductions and murders of albinos
since the end of 2014.  Albinos were targeted because of beliefs that
their body parts “can increase wealth, make businesses prosper or
facilitate employment”, she said. “Even in death, they do not rest in
peace as their remains are robbed from graveyards.” Albinos, who
have white skin and yellow hair as a result of a genetic disorder, are
regularly killed in several African countries including Malawi,
Mozambique and Tanzania. Ero said she was “particularly alarmed by
reports from persons with albinism that they are being called ‘mon-
ey’ as they walk the streets and their neighbourhoods.”   — AFP

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona: Access to health-
care for American Indians is difficult to
gauge because the agency that oversees
it does a poor job of tracking patient
wait times, a report by a federal watch-
dog found.

Long wait times are a known problem
at hospitals and health centers run by the
Indian Health Service, particularly in rural
areas where unemployment and poverty
levels are high, the US Government
Accountability Office said Thursday. New
patients waited up to four months to see a
physician at a facility on the Navajo Nation
and up to a month for a routine vision
check at a clinic in the 

Billings, Montana, region, staff told fed-

eral investigators. But until the Indian
Health Service develops a way to monitor
patient wait times across all its facilities, it
won’t be able to tell whether health care
has improved for a population that dispro-
portionately suffers from diseases like dia-
betes and chronic liver disease, the report
said. Officials with the Indian Health
Service say they struggle to provide timely
care because of staffing shortages and
outdated equipment. Some of its hospitals
are decades old and some equipment
doesn’t work or is used long past its usual
lifetime. Messages left with the Indian
Health Service and the US Department of
Health and Human Services were not
immediately returned. — AP

GAO: Healthcare access hard to 
measure for Native Americans


