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It pains Nigerian princess Modupe Ozolua
every time she hears about the suicide
bombings, killings and kidnappings by

the Boko Haram militant group in her ances-
tral homeland. But Ozolua feels just as trou-
bled when the plight of survivors dealing
with the aftermath of the attacks goes
unheard. The princess, a member of Benin
Empire in southern Nigeria, doesn’t want
those victims to be forgotten.

Ozolua is taking a step toward raising
awareness and money to assist displaced vic-
tims at her inaugural “Rise Above Terror”
African Art Gala at the Besharat Gallery on
Saturday in Atlanta. She hopes the money can
help rebuild schools, homes, provide medical
relief and food to help some of the millions
who have been unable to leave an area with
destroyed schools and burnt villages.

“When people hear about Boko Haram,
you think about ‘Bring Back Our Girls’ only,
but it’s much bigger than that,” Ozolua said.
“Figures are being thrown around about how
many people are being killed. It’s bigger than
that. There are millions of people who have
survived these attacks, seeing their families
killed in front of them. Their lives are com-
pletely traumatized. Nobody is giving much
attention to them. Our focus is on them. They
should be assisted.”

“Vampire Dairies” actress Kat Graham will
co-host the gala. The event will auction off
African artwork including 29 paintings and 11
handmade wood and brass carvings. Ozolua,
a cosmetic surgery philanthropist,  has
brought aid to victims in Africa since she
started her nonprofit foundation, Empower
54, in 2003. But this is first time she is holding
the fundraiser in the United States, calling it a
“coming out party.”

“It’s my privilege to join Empower 54 and
help internally displaced persons in northeast

Nigeria,” said Graham, who is of Liberian
descent. “The horrors of IDPs losing their
loved one’s possessions and rendered help-
less does not make them hopeless.” The
Boko Haram militant group has killed and
kidnapped thousands in a campaign of vio-
lence in recent years as it seeks to establish
an Islamic caliphate in Nigeria, Africa’s most
populous country of 170 million people
that is divided almost equally between
mostly Christians in the south and Muslims
in the north. The Nigeria-based Islamic
extremist group has forced young men to
be its fighters and girls to be sex slaves or
even suicide bombers.

The nearly seven-year insurgency, that
has launched attacks beyond Nigeria’s bor-
ders into Cameroon, Chad and Niger, has
killed at least 20,000 people, according to
Amnesty International. The United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs says the violence has also displaced
2.8 million people in the region, mostly
those from Nigeria. Millions more face dire
food shortages.

Boko Haram, whose name means “Western
education is sinful,” in the local Hausa lan-
guage, in 2015 swore allegiance to the Islamic
State group. While Boko Haram is thought to
have abducted thousands of people over the
years, the mass kidnapping of more than 200
girls from a school in the town of Chibok in
2014 brought the extremist group to the
world’s attention.

Ozolua said she wants to give underprivi-
leged children in Nigeria a better option. Last
year, the princess said her event in Nigeria
raised $100,000. She hopes the gala on
Saturday can produce more than $400,000. “A
lot of the children there are resentful and
hurt,” Ozolua said. “If we do not start giving
them a reason to have self-worth, and get
past this hurt, then someone will give them
another direction to point to. Money will be
applied to those camps. We have to continue
to rebuild schools and provide books so they
can have something positive.”

Ozolua attended college in Los Angeles
and traveled much of the country. But she
chose Atlanta for the fundraiser after hear-
ing about the work of MedShare, a medical
supply recovering organization in subur-
ban Atlanta.

The princess said she also felt good about
bringing her efforts to Atlanta because of the
established Nigerian community and the
presence of a consulate general. She doesn’t
have an official sponsor, but has several part-
ners for the event including the city of
Atlanta, the Andrew Young Foundation and
the Nigeria High Consulate in the city. “We are
a global city with a large diaspora of people
from different communities and cultures,”
Atlanta City Councilman Kwanza Hall said.
“Atlanta’s legacy in the movement for civil
and human rights compels us to partner on
issues such as this.” — AP

What a California lawmaker
intended as a benign resolu-
tion honoring a late, world-

renowned movie icon exploded into
an emotional debate over decades-old
racist comments. The state Assembly
defeated the official ode to John
Wayne Thursday after several legisla-
tors described statements he made
about racial minorities and his support
for the anti-communist House Un-
American Activities Committee and
John Birch Society.

Known as “Duke,” a nickname he
picked up as a boy in Glendale,
California, Wayne grew into the star of
movies including “The Alamo,” “The
Green Berets” and “True Grit,” for
which he won an Academy Award,
while portraying the gruff, rugged
cowboys and brave soldiers who were
his stock in trade.

Republican State Assemblyman
Matthew Harper of Huntington Beach
sought to declare May 26, 2016, as
John Wayne Day to mark the day the
actor was born.

“He had disturbing views towards
race,” objected Assemblyman Luis
Alejo, D-Watsonville, leading off a 20-
minute debate. Alejo cited a 1971
interview with Playboy in which Wayne
talked disparagingly about blacks. “I
believe in white supremacy until the
blacks are educated to a point of
responsibility. I don’t believe in giving
authority and positions of leadership
and judgment to irresponsible peo-
ple,” he told the magazine.

Assemblyman Mike Gipson, D-
Carson, who is black, said he found
Wayne’s comments personally offen-
sive. Assemblywoman Lorena
Gonzalez, D-San Diego, cited his com-
ments defending white Europeans’
encroachment on American Indians
who Wayne once said “were selfishly
trying to keep it for themselves.”

Wayne is the latest deceased white
icon to recently come under attack.
Former President Andrew Jackson, a
slave owner and Indian fighter, is being
removed from the face of the $20 bill.
Princeton University recently
announced that former U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson’s name will remain
on its public policy school despite calls
to remove it because he was a segre-
gationist.

Harper’s resolution fell on a 35-20
vote to what Harper called “the ortho-
doxy of political correctness.”
“Opposing the John Wayne Day resolu-
tion is like opposing apple pie, fire-
works, baseball, the Free Enterprise
system and the Fourth of July!” he said
later in a written statement.

Harper said he sought the resolu-

tion, ACR137, to keep up with a Texas
resolution commemorating Wayne’s
birthday a year ago. He represents the
legislative district that includes John
Wayne Airport in Orange County. The
airport, among the largest in California,
was renamed after Wayne’s death in
1979 and hosts a nine-foot-tall statue
of the actor. “I think the assemblyman
would know if there was a cross word
about having the airport named after
him,” said Harper’s spokeswoman,
Madeleine Cooper.

Several lawmakers supported the
resolution, recalling Wayne as an
American hero whose family created a
namesake cancer foundation after his
death. “He stood for those big
American values that we know and we
love,” said Assemblyman Travis Allen,
R-Huntington Beach. Lawmakers have
honored others despite controversies
that eventually clouded their legacies,
said Assemblyman Donald Wagner, R-
Irvine. Wagner cited President Franklin
Roosevelt, who has been honored
despite his internment of Japanese
Americans during World War II.

“Every one of us is imperfect,”
Wagner said. — AP
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trait. — AP
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