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The ‘Deadpool’ actor first met Connor McGrath and his
family through the Make-A-Wish foundation three years
ago and the pair became close friends before Connor

tragically passed away earlier this week.  Paying tribute to his
“great friend”, Ryan wrote on Facebook: “For three straight
years, my friend, Connor McGrath drop-kicked cancer... Not
sure how... Maybe the cancer cheated... But the fight came to
an end two nights ago. “Connor was 13. But this kid... He was
smart. He was funny. And not just funny ‘for a kid’ - or funny
‘for a person battling something awful’. He was unqualified
funny. He had that... thing. That thing you see in great per-
formers or comedy writers. A running commentary/observa-
tional skill people are just lucky to be born with. “He went way
too early and it’s impossible to reconcile. Connor was a great
friend, a great son, and a light to the people lucky enough to
know him. While repeatedly punching cancer in the balls, he
made everyone laugh. Including the entire staff who cared for
him at Edmonton’s Stollery Children’s Hospital.” Ryan also
revealed that Connor was the first person to see ‘Deadpool’
after he surprised him with a rough cut of the movie before its
release and Ryan, 39, believes his late friend embodied all of
the best parts of the hilarious comic book character.  In the
post - which included some pictures of him and Connor - he

said: “Connor was the first person to see Deadpool. I traveled
up to Edmonton, Alberta to surprise him with a rough cut of
the film. Before you jump down my throat for showing a 13
year old an R-Rated film, please know this kid knew more
swear words than a British chef. I’m grateful I got to orbit
Connor’s world for a brief time. Grateful for the pages and
pages of hilarious texts between us. Grateful to his parents for
allowing Connor to spend time with a foul-mouthed child in
the body of a 39 year old. I called Connor, “Bubba”. And he
called me “Bubba2”. We met because he loved Deadpool. In a
certain sense he WAS Deadpool. Or, at least everything
Deadpool aspires to be; balancing pain, fearlessness, love and
a filthy (filthy!) sense of humor in one body. I wish he could’ve
stuck around a lot longer (sic).” And Ryan - whose wife Blake
Lively is expecting the couple’s second child - encouraged
others to make a donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. He
added: “If  you’d like to donate to The Make-A-Wish
Foundation, I can pretty much guarantee, your money’s going
to a damn good place. These people do not suck. They are
heroic. Full stop. “
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Alicia Vikander is following in Angelina
Jolie’s butt-kicking footsteps. The
Swedish actress has signed on to play

the role of Lara Croft in a new “Tomb Raider”
movie from Norwegian director Roar
Uthaug. MGM, Warner Bros. and GK Films
announced the news Thursday. Jolie was the
first actress to bring the popular video game
character to life on the big screen. Both Jolie
films were poorly received by critics, but the

first was a big box office success. Vikander
had a breakout 2015 with roles in films like
the mind-bending thriller “Ex Machina” and
“The Man From U.N.C.L.E.”  She is fresh off of
an Oscar win for her supporting perform-
ance in the period drama “The Danish Girl.”
She can be seen this summer in the new
“Jason Bourne” film.
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Will Smith and Jada Pinkett Smith are
adding their star power to President
Barack Obama’s initiative to boost

opportunities for vulnerable young Americans.
The Will & Jada Smith Family Foundation said
Friday it will launch a “Careers in Entertainment
Tour” to support Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper
Initiative on its two-year anniversary. In keeping
with the initiative’s goals, the tour will be aimed
at helping underserved high school and college
students interested in entertainment industry
careers, the foundation said. “The Careers in
Entertainment Tour is an engine for change in
our industry, and a means of closing the gap
between dreams and the tools necessary to
achieve them,” Pinkett Smith said in a state-
ment. The president’s initiative was launched in
2014 with the goal of helping boys and young
men of color and other young people overcome
barriers to fulfilling their potential. It has enlist-
ed businesses, nonprofit organizations and local

government in the effort.  The task force
“applauds the Will  & Jada Smith Family
Foundation for responding to President
Obama’s call to action to ensure all youth have
clear pathways to opportunity and success,”
said Broderick Johnson, who chairs My Brother’s
Keeper, in a statement. The announcement
comes two months after the Oscars faced criti-
cism for an all-white slate of acting nominees,
which some observers said reflected both the
movie academy’s and industry’s closed ranks.
The tours, set to begin this fall, will be done in
partnership with the U.S. Small Business
Administration and other organizations, the
foundation said. Students will hear from film
and TV industry professionals about a wide vari-
ety of jobs involved in the creation, distribution
and marketing entertainment projects. The
foundation said it and affiliates will help stu-
dents identify skills and knowledge needed for
jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities.
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