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SEOUL: North Korea yesterday accused
US soldiers of trying to provoke its front-
line troops with “disgusting” acts and
encouraging South Korean soldiers to aim
their guns at the North. A North Korean
military statement warned US soldiers to
stop what it called “hooliganism” at the
inter-Korean border village of
Panmunjom or they’ll meet a “dog’s
death any time and any place”.

“GIs hurled fully armed MPs of the
South Korean puppet army into perpe-
trating such dangerous provocations as
aiming at” the North Korean military side
last week, said the statement carried by
Pyongyang’s official Korean Central News
Agency. It said US troops pointed their
fingers at North Korean soldiers and
made strange noises and unspecified
“disgusting” facial expressions.

North Korea occasionally accuses
South Korean and US troops of trying to
provoke its border troops and vice ver-
sa. After North Korea’s first nuclear
bomb test in 2006, the US accused
North Korean troops of spitting across
the border’s demarcation line, making

throat-slashing hand gestures and
flashing their middle fingers.

The latest North Korean accusation
came a day after South Korean and US
officials said two suspected medium-

range missile launches by North Korea
ended in failure. In recent weeks, North
Korea fired a barrage of missiles and
artillery shells into the sea in an appar-
ent response to annual South Korea-US

military drills that end today.Separately,
South Korean and US activists yesterday
launched anti-Pyongyang leaflets over
the border where tensions have been
running high since the isolated state’s
last nuclear test in January. 

Some 20 activists, including former
defectors from North Korea, launched
around 300,000 leaflets in packages
tied to gas-filled balloons from a spot
near the heavily-militarized frontier.
The regular leaflet exercises have long
angered Pyongyang, which has threat-
ened military retaliation against the
activists. 

In Oct 2014, North Korean guards
attempted to shoot down some of the
balloons, sparking a brief exchange of
fire across the border. One balloon
launched yesterday carried a portrait of
North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un and a
slogan calling for his overthrow. “The
people of North Korea need to know
the enemy of the North Korean people
is Kim Jong-Un,” said Suzanne Scholte
of the US Committee for Human Rights
in North Korea. — Agencies 

US soldiers accused of provoking DPRK troops

PAJU, South Korea: North Korean defectors prepare to release balloons
carrying leaflets condemning North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a
rally against North Korea near the border yesterday. — AP 

INCHEON, South Korea: For much of the
world, North Korea is a Stalinist nightmare,
an isolated enclave of prison camps, poverty
and hunger. But for tens of thousands of
people scattered across South Korea and liv-
ing underground in China, it’s something far
more complicated. It’s a memory they wres-
tle with. It’s home. It’s the place they left
behind. And even if there is plenty they hate
about it, there is also much that they miss,
sometimes achingly.

They miss relatives and friends and the
small-town neighborliness that can come,
admittedly, in not having many recreation
choices. They miss dancing to accordion
music in public parks on their days off, and
the greasy street food they’d yearn for when
they were most hungry. At times, they even
miss the three generations of dictators - Kim
Il Sung, Kim Jong Il and now Kim Jong Un -
who have controlled the country for nearly
70 years.

“I think all the time about the people I
knew there,” said a former coal miner, a gen-
tle man who works at least 12 hours a day in
a Seoul convenience store, and who has the
disheveled look of someone who rarely gets
enough sleep. He left North Korea a decade
ago with his family. “Whenever we’re
together, and we’re eating a good meal, we
think about those people.”

More than 27,000 North Korean refugees
live in South Korea. Thousands more live
underground in China, often working menial
jobs for low pay, though just how many
remains widely debated. A handful of other
refugees live in countries ranging from
England to the United States. The conven-
ience store manager, whose muscular arms
still betray his years as a miner, misses the
siblings he left behind, and the nieces and
nephews he may never meet. Relatives in
South Korea paid smugglers to get his family
out, he said, but his siblings wouldn’t go.

“They were too afraid,” he said. “Now
they regret it.” Like nearly all North Korean
exiles, he spoke on condition his name not
be used, fearing retribution against extend-
ed family still in the North. Researchers say
relatives of refugees, particularly those
known to live in South Korea, can face pun-
ishments from job demotions to imprison-
ment.

Fondness 
He has no warmth for the Pyongyang

government, railing against the regime for
leaving nearly all North Koreans in poverty
as a handful grow rich. But some other
refugees disagree. Polls of North Korean
refugees, often known here as defectors, say
many still have some fondness for the lead-
ers in Pyongyang. “All three (of the Kim fami-
ly dictators) really did think of the North
Korean people,” said another exile, a former
North Korean policeman who acknowl-
edged that he is torn about his feelings.

North Korea, he noted, has spent bil-
lions of dollars on its military even as so
many of its people have gone hungry. In
the worst times, hundreds of thousands of
people are thought to have died in a
famine that ripped through the country in
the mid-1990s, following the collapse of
the Soviet Union, North Korea’s most
important patron at the time.

But, he added, his homeland is also a
small, poor country that has successfully
stood up to the world, surviving interna-
tional isolation and years of economic
sanctions. So when Pyongyang sets off a
nuclear test or test-fires a missile, he sees a
leader proving he cannot be bullied.
“Maybe this is the way Kim Jong Un can
protect his family, protect his people, pro-
tect his country,” said the former police-
man, pride filling his voice. “If I was in his
position, sometimes I think I might do the
same thing.” He paused: “Well, some-
times.” — AP 

Yearning for N Korea, 
the nation they fled

‘Defectors’ miss simpler days

PAJU: In this Sept 27, 2015 file photo, North Korean defectors bow to respect
for their ancestors in North Korea to mark Chuseok, the Korean version of
Thanksgiving Day, at the Imjingak Pavilion near the demilitarized zone of
Panmunjom. — AP 

PYONGYANG: Kim Dong Chul, a US citizen detained in
North Korea, is escorted to his trial yesterday. — AP 

SEOUL: North Korea’s Supreme Court yesterday sentenced a
Korean American man to 10 years of hard labor for subversion,
North Korean media reported, in the latest conviction of a for-
eigner for crimes against the isolated state. Kim Dong Chul, 62,
was arrested in North Korea in October and had admitted to com-
mitting “unpardonable espionage” including stealing military
secrets, the North’s official KCNA news agency reported earlier.

“The accused confessed to all crimes he had committed ...  and
gathered and offered information on its party, state and military
affairs to the South Korean puppet regime, which are tantamount
to state subversive plots and espionage,” it said. State prosecu-
tors sought a 15-year sentence. His defense attorney requested
leniency considering his old age, KCNA said. Kim was shown in
photographs handcuffed and wearing a tie and blue jacket. He
looked distressed and was flanked by uniformed guards.

North Korea, which has been criticized over its human rights
record for years, has used detained Americans in the past to
extract high-profile visits from the United States, with which it
has no formal diplomatic relations. It has previously handed
down lengthy hard labor sentences to foreigners, though eventu-
ally freeing them before they served their full terms. Six foreign-
ers, including Kim and three South Koreans, are known to be
detained in the North.

Kim, who has said he is a naturalized American citizen, had
confessed to committing espionage under the direction of the
US and South Korean governments and apologized for his
crimes, according to the North’s KCNA news agency in March. He
told foreign media in March that he was born in 1953 in Seoul
and moved to the United States when he was 19. He said he set
up a business in the North Korean special economic zone of
Rason in 2008. —Reuters 
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