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ABUJA: Nigeria’s government and pro-
Biafra activists are increasingly trading
accusations of deadly violence, threaten-
ing to aggravate a tense stand-off
prompted by the detention of the group’s
leader. Earlier this month, Nigerian intelli-
gence accused the Indigenous People of
Biafra (IPOB) movement of abducting and
killing five ethnic Fulani people and bury-
ing them shallow graves.

The Department of State Services
(DSS) claimed the murders were proof of
the group’s “true divisive color and objec-
tives”, as it sought to “ignite ethnic terror-
ism and mistrust”. The escalating rhetoric
has fanned animosity between the pre-
dominantly-Christian Igbo people of the
southeast and the Fulani that dates back
decades. Igbos have long accused ethnic
Fulani political leaders in federal govern-
ment posts of marginalizing them by
denying them senior positions and fund-

ing for infrastructure and development.
Many in the region see it as a “punish-

ment” for declaring independence in
May 1967, which sparked a brutal civil
war that lasted until 1970. The signifi-
cance of the DSS accusation is not lost on
Nigerians because of violence before
secession against Igbos living in the
mainly Muslim north, where Hausa-
speaking Fulani are dominant. Igbo
resentment towards the federal govern-
ment has not abated since the end of the
conflict but is growing because of
President Muhammadu Buhari’s tough
response to IPOB.

Feelings of alienation have been exac-
erbated at a desperate time when Nigeria
is experiencing its slowest growth in
more than a decade, inflation is at a four-
year high, and chronic fuel shortages.
Now, it is feared alleged Fulani attacks in
the southeast - common in the religious-

ly-mixed central states - are stoking eth-
nic grievances and drawing people to the
separatist cause.

For weeks, Fulani herdsmen -
nomadic Muslim cattle raisers - have
been accused of killing farmers in
Nigeria’s agricultural heartland, accord-
ing to local media. But on Tuesday, police
said at least seven farmers in the south-
east state of Enugu were killed in a Fulani
raid that IPOB said could spark a “second
genocide”. “I can assure you more people
are coming to Indigenous People of
Biafra,” said Prince Emmanuel Kanu,
whose brother Nnamdi is the group’s
leader and is facing treason charges for
“propagating a secessionist agenda”.
“IPOB is conducting serious meetings all
over Biafraland to find a solution,” he told
AFP. “For how long to you want to con-
tinue killing us and for how long do you
want us to remain quiet?” 

Despite being jailed since October,
Nnamdi Kanu’s trial has yet to get under
way, a delay his lawyers attribute to the
state’s inability to bring a strong case
against him. Meanwhile, mass protests
calling for his release in the southeast
cities of Aba and Owerri have been halt-
ed as a result of what Prince said were
“the incessant killings” by security
forces. According to human rights
lawyer Onkere Kingdom Nnamdi, the
police and military have killed more
than 50 protesters between October
and February this year.

He is filing a lawsuit against the gov-
ernment for damages on behalf of the
injured protestors and families of the
deceased. “There are over 200 people in
detention,” the lawyer said, adding: “Do
you know the worst aspect of it? There
are those that are missing, their where-
abouts cannot be traced.” — AFP 

Govt, Biafra activists step up war of words

PRETORIA: South African President
Jacob Zuma should face almost 800 cor-
ruption charges that were dropped in
2009, a judge said yesterday, piling fur-
ther pressure on the embattled leader.
The charges, relating to a multi-billion
dollar arms deal, were dropped by the
chief state prosecutor in a move that
cleared the way for Zuma to be elected
president just weeks later. “The deci-
sion.. .  to discontinue the charges
against Mr Zuma is irrational and
should be reviewed and set aside,”
Pretoria High Court judge Aubrey
Ledwaba said. “Mr Zuma should face
the charges as applied.”

The prosecutor had justified dropping
the charges by saying that tapped phone
calls between senior officials in then-
president Thabo Mbeki’s administration
showed political interference in the case.
The recordings, which became known as
the “spy tapes”, were kept secret but
finally released in 2014 to the main oppo-
sition party, the Democratic Alliance (DA),
after a five-year legal battle.

DA leader Mmusi Maimane said yes-
terday’s court ruling was a major blow
against the president, who has faced
months of criticism over various corrup-
tion scandals and the country’s dire eco-
nomic outlook. “Today is a great victory
for the rule of law. Ultimately Jacob Zuma
must face prosecution,” Maimane said
after attending the court hearing. “We
are deeply, deeply delighted. Jacob
Zuma must have... his day in court.”

The DA called for the National
Prosecuting Authority to immediately
revive the 783 charges of corruption,
racketeering, fraud and money launder-
ing dating back to 1999. But the legal
wrangling is set to continue, with the rul-
ing likely to go to appeal. “These charges
were formally withdrawn... and as such
there is no pending litigation before
court against President Zuma,” the presi-
dency said in a statement. “The President
has noted the decision of the court and
will give consideration to the judgement
and its consequences.”

The president last month lost another

major legal case when the country’s
highest court found he violated the con-
stitution over the use of public funds to
upgrade his private residence. The so-
called “security” work, which cost taxpay-
ers $24 million, included a swimming
pool, chicken run, cattle enclosure and an
amphitheatre. The DA and other opposi-
tion parties attempted to impeach him,
but the ruling African National Congress
(ANC) used its majority to easily defeat
the motion in parliament.

Zuma has also been beset by allega-
tions that a wealthy Indian migrant fami-
ly had such influence over him that it
could decide ministerial appointments.
Pressure on the president to be ousted or
to resign has grown with several veteran
leaders of the party that brought Nelson
Mandela to power in 1994 calling for him
to step down. Zuma, 74, will have com-
pleted two terms in 2019 and is not eligi-
ble to run for president again, but the
ANC - which is packed with his loyalists -
could replace him ahead of the next gen-
eral election.

Last week, a commission he set up

cleared all government officials of cor-
ruption over the 1999 arms deal. Zuma
himself was accused of having accepted
bribes from international arms manufac-
turers. His advisor, Schabir Shaik, was
jailed for 15 years on related charges in
2005, with the judge saying there was
“overwhelming” evidence of a corrupt
relationship between the two. Shaik was
released on medical parole in 2009, the
year Zuma was elected president.

Opposition parties hope to gain
ground against the all-powerful ANC at
local elections on Aug 3. “The judgement
may not necessarily force the president
to resign,” Shadrack Gutto, director for
the Centre for African Renaissance
Studies at the University of South Africa,
told AFP. “He will try to manoeuvre
through the legal processes and so on,
but it could have serious implications for
the ruling party as we go to elections.”
Zuma’s competency was also questioned
when he sacked two finance ministers
within days in December, triggering a
collapse in the rand and a major with-
drawal of foreign investment. — AFP 

Court: Zuma should face 
almost 800 graft charges

PRETORIA: South Africa’s main opposition party Democratic Allicance leader
Mmusi Maimane talks to journalists following the Pretoria High court’s ruling
on the decision that corruption charges against South African president Jacob
Zuma could be re-instated yesterday. — AFP 

ZAGREB: “Nostalgia” for a pro-Nazi past, spurning of ethnic
minorities and pressure on the press: Croatian activists say an
alarming climate of intolerance is taking hold under a new con-
servative government. Since the ruling coalition took power in
the European Union country in January, critics say authorities
have turned a blind eye - and even contributed to - concerns
over a far-right right surge. Last week, in response, angry Jewish,
ethnic Serb and anti-fascist groups refused to attend a ceremony
remembering tens of thousands who died at Jasenovac, the
most notorious concentration camp under Croatia’s pro-Nazi
Ustasha regime during World War II.

The boycott was a “brave and correct decision in the face
of the wave of neo-fascist Ustasha nostalgia which is sweep-
ing Croatia”, said Efraim Zuroff at the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, an international Jewish rights organization. Although
the Ustasha’s so-called Independent State of Croatia was a
Nazi puppet state - killing hundreds of thousands of Serbs,
Jews, Roma and others - their modern sympathizers see them
as the country’s founding fathers.

The downplaying of their atrocities “has existed for years, but
in a different intensity,” historian Tvrtko Jakovina told AFP. “It has
now penetrated cabinet ministers and the mainstream media.”
Among the controversial appointments to the new government
was that of Zlatko Hasanbegovic, a historian and alleged Ustasha
sympathizer, as culture minister. A new documentary about the
Jasenovac death camp, slammed by Jews as an attempt to
revise Croatia’s dark past, was praised by Hasanbegovic as “the
best way to finally shed light on many controversial parts of
Croatia’s history”.

Fascism and Football 
Prime Minister Tihomir Oreskovic was criticized for failing to

react at a March football match against Israel when chants of the
Ustasha salute “Za dom spremni!” (“Ready for the homeland!”)
rang out in the stadium. A day later the government con-
demned “symbols of totalitarian regimes”, without clearly sin-
gling out the Ustasha. “The state is simply not doing anything...
and does not want to” prevent a far-right revival, said Ognjen
Kraus, leader of Croatia’s Jewish community.

Eventually both Oreskovic and President Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovic specifically condemned the Ustasha’s crimes, when the
US special envoy for Holocaust issues paid a visit earlier this
month. Observers have likened Croatia’s rightward shift to those
in other parts of Eastern Europe, namely Hungary led by strong-
man Viktor Orban and Poland under the conservative Law and
Justice party, which swept to power in October. 

But while these leaders were decisively elected, Croatia’s
main conservative party, the HDZ, failed to win a November
election outright and embarked on weeks of horse-trading to
cobble together a coalition. Political scientist Zarko Puhovski
suggested the new government, which also lacks a genuine eco-
nomic programme to boost fragile growth, was using a strong
nationalist ideology to “create an illusion of a political victory”.
Respect for minority rights was a key condition for Croatia’s
entry to the EU in 2013. — AFP

Fears of intolerance 
growing in Croatia 


