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BRUSSELS: The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Joint Parliamentary Committee held a meeting
with the Subcommittee on Human Rights of the
European Parliament on Thursday and
exchanged views on issues like human rights,
freedom of speech, respect of law and fight
against terrorism.

The aim of the first visit of the GCC joint
Parliamentary Committee to the European
Parliament is to convey the ‘correct and clear
picture’ to the EP on the interest and care of the
GCC parliaments on human rights, freedom,
women’s rights and the democratic rule, Kuwaiti
MP Abudllah Al-Maayouf said.

In the meeting, the GCC parliamentarians
informed the EP committee on the wrong
information it has about the human rights situ-
ation in the Arab Gulf countries, he said. “Both
the governments and the people of the GCC
countries are working to strengthen and solidi-
fy the democratic rule and freedom of speech,”
said Maayouf and stressed that “there is no
human rights violations” in the six-member
GCC which includes Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. He said that
respect of human rights is enshrined in the
noble teachings of Islam and the Prophet
(PBUH) and is “part of our tradition which does
not allow any injustices or wrongdoings.”

The Gulf parliamentarians said that terrorism
is a global phenomenon and not restricted to
any region or faith. They stressed that Islam is
free of any accusations of terrorism and that
Islam does not permit any acts of terror or vio-
lence against anybody. “We in Arab and Muslims
countries are also suffering from terrorism as
evident from attacks in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Turkey,” said Maayouf.

They also stressed in the meeting that
there should be one standard to measure
human rights and not double standards. The
GCC side noted that the human rights of
Palestinians are being violated on daily basis
by the Israelis. The two sides also agreed on
more exchange visits between their parlia-
ments to strengthen cooperation.

Meanwhile, MP Ahmad Al-Qudhaibi said that
the aim of their visit is to exchange information
between the GCC and the EP and to discuss
human rights laws and their implementation
and the freedom of expression. “The GCC is an
open region and there are no political prison-
ers,” he stressed. Referring in particular to

Kuwait, Qudhaibi said the country is ruled on
the basis of constitution and laws and respect of
freedom of speech and human rights.

The GCC Joint Parliamentary Committee later
held a separate meeting with the chairman of
the EP foreign relations committee, Elmar Brok,
and discussed bilateral EU-GCC ties and regional
developments.

Strategic partner
Earlier on Thursday, the GCC Joint

Parliamentary Committee held its first meeting
with the European Parliament’ s Delegation, led
by chairperson Michele Alliot-Marie, who said
that the GCC is a “significant strategic partner
“and noted that the meeting aims to get closer
to tackle the common challenges like terrorism
which Europe and the Gulf countries are facing.

Alliot-Marie, a former French defense minis-
ter, expressed her delight that “we have set up a
joint parliamentary committee with the GCC to
enhance our dialogue,” and said this will con-
tribute in building trust and confidence. “We

hope that this first meeting will be followed by
many other meetings,” she said. Alliot-Marie
praised the efforts of the GCC ambassador to
the EU Amal Al-Hamad, to strengthen ties
between the EU and GCC and with the EP.

Dr Mohammad Abdullah Al-Amr, secretary
general of the Saudi Majlis and head of the GCC
delegation, said meanwhile that “we seek to
strengthen ties with (the EP) on the basis of
mutual trust and interests for the benefit of our
people and for the stability of the region.”

He referred to the European Parliament reso-
lution of 2011 which calls for a strategic partner-
ship with GCC and said “We look forward to acti-
vating the terms of this resolution in the interest
of both parties.”

“We parliamentarians today are in much
need to exercise justice, fairness and objectivity
and to seek information on which we base our
decisions on parliamentary reliable sources,
especially that we live in an age of information
revolution and open communication where it is
easy to pass on lies and rumors,” he said.

He noted that peoples in the Arab region are
facing a number of challenges, and “We look
forward to deepening our cooperation to over-
come them and ease their damage, and the first
of these challenges for the Arabs and Muslims is
the Palestinian question.”

Seventy years
Palestinian people have suffered more than

seventy years of killing, displacement and injus-
tice and oppression, and still the Israeli occupa-
tion authorities exercise their terrorist settle-
ment policies indifferent to the right of the
Palestinian people, he said.

He called for a just solution in accordance
with the Arab peace initiative and international
legitimacy resolutions, and the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state on the territo-
ries occupied in 1967. Amr also referred to the
developments in Syria, Yemen, Iraq, GCC ties
with Iran, the refugee crisis and the GCC efforts
to fight against terrorism.

In the meantime, Hamad spoke of the fruitful
developments in EU-GCC ties following a num-
ber of recent bilateral meetings and upcoming
important meetings to boost bilateral EU-GCC
relations. MP Maayouf in his intervention called
for justice and fairness as the basis of promoting
mutual ties. “We Muslims feel that there are
double standards in dealing with the Palestinian
cause and in the application of human rights,”
said the Kuwaiti MP. He referred to the contribu-
tion and efforts of the GCC to deal with the
refugee problem and noted that they are not
treated as refugees in GCC countries but like
brothers and sisters.

Several other members from the GCC com-
mittee and the EP also addressed the meeting
and called for closer ties and cooperation
between the two sides. Hoda Abdurrahman Al
Helaissi, member of the Saudi Shura Council
called for the respect of other cultures and val-
ues and identities and be tolerant of our differ-
ences. “Our Islamic values are our identities and
none of us want to lose our identities. On the
contrary we want to emphasize it and give it to
our younger generation,” she stressed.
Speaking after the meeting, Dr Amr said that
the meeting was “fruitful and we emphasized
on the importance of more meetings and coop-
eration.” “We also agreed to create mechanisms
to promote dialogue on concrete issues to
achieve results,” he added. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti MP Abdullah Al-Maayouf speaks during a meeting between the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Joint Parliamentary Committee and the European
Parliament on Thursday. — KUNA

MPs: No human rights violations, no political prisoners in GCC
European, GCC parliaments to foster cooperation

BRUSSELS: Kuwait seeks to foster rela-
tions with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) parties, especially
as it would host the regional headquar-
ters of NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative states by the end of this year.

Kuwait also supports efforts of UN
Secretary General’s Special Envoy for
Syria Staffan de Mistura aiming to
resolve the country’s crisis, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Belgium, EU and
Luxembourg Dharar Abdul Razzak
Razzooqi said in a press statement
Thursday. This came during the ambas-
sador’s meeting with NATO’s Istanbul
Cooperation Initiative at its headquar-
ters, the statement said.

Razzooqi stressed the importance
of abidance by the Geneva 1 confer-
ence outcome as a framework to
implement political transition in Syria
and meet Syrian people’s aspirations.
The State of Kuwait backs political

solution in Syria, which was described
by the ambassador as the only solu-
tion to the crisis, he said. The ambas-
sador voiced Kuwait’s keenness on
supporting Iraq, urging Baghdad to
ensure inclusion of all segments of the
Iraqi society in the political process,
according to the statement.

During the meeting, Razzooqi high-
lighted Kuwait’s efforts to combat the
so-called Islamic State (IS) as it is part
of the international coalition against
the IS. He also pointed to current
Kuwait’s efforts exerted to resolve
Yemen’s crisis as it is hosting the UN-
brokered Yemen’s peace negotiations
to implement the UN Security Council
resolution 2216. Kuwait,  Qatar,
Bahrain and UAE are members of
NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative
formed in 2004, with the aim of
enhancing ties between NATO and
GCC member states. — KUNA
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