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KUWAIT: UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed
appreciation to support given by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to various humani-
tarian causes. Ban made this remark during a phone call he
made to His Highness the Amir yesterday. The UN chief also

hailed Kuwait for hosting intra-Yemen peace talks that aimed
at ending a war that brought havoc to the country for many
years. He hoped that after these talks, a reconstruction and
rebuilding process will begin in Yemen, with the help of the
international community. — KUNA
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Kuwait to sign educational
cooperation agreement with

South Korea: Minister

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education
intends to sign some agreements with
South Korea on boosting educational
cooperation, including an agreement
to dispatch Kuwaiti students to study
at the Korean universities, Minister of
Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Bader Al-Essa
announced. The agreements will be
signed during His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah’s visit to South Korea,
the minister said on Thursday. During
the visit, Essa would discuss with Korean officials sharing
expertise and dispatching of Kuwaiti students for studying
there, he said. The visit reflects the desire of the two sides to
promote constructive cooperation between the two friendly
countries in scientific fields, he added. He noted that Kuwait is
keen on benefiting from successful experiments of South
Korea in developing education. — KUNA

KUWAIT: After representing His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in signing the
Paris Climate Agreement (PCA) in New
York, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and his accompanying delega-
tion returned home late Thursday.
Upon arrival, His Highness the Premier
was received by First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah and Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and
Acting Oil Minister Anas Khaled Al-Saleh
as well as a number of Sheikhs, minis-
ters, advisors and senior officials at the
Premier’s Diwan. — KUNA
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Defense Minister
commends drill

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah applauded the efforts
made by participants in Al-Bayrak-6
(flag-6) maneuver to reach the set goals
and enhance the preparedness of the
Armed Forces. He thanked the military
top brass for planning and setting the
stage for the war games, according to a
statement released by the Defense
Ministry’s Public Relations and Moral
Guidance Department on Thursday.

During his visit to the command
staff of the drill, Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah was briefed on the sce-
narios of dealing with emergency situations and coordinating
the efforts of the defense and, logistics and public mobilization
departments. He was accompanied by the Army’s Chief of Staff
Lt.-Gen. Mohammad Khaled Al-Khider, Deputy Chief of Staff
Lieutenant General Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah, Assistant to the
Chief of Staff Major General Staff Ahmad Abdulwahab Al-Omairi
and Commander of the Ground Force Major General Staff
Khaled Salh Al-Sabah.

The drill, which started on April 21, was meant to promote
preparedness of the Kuwaiti Army and enabled the military per-
sonnel gain practical knowledge about how to discharge their
missions in keeping with the military doctrine. It falls in the
framework of the Army’s annual training programs for boosting
the operational performance of the various military departments,
the statement added. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Yemeni parties renewed,
during direct sessions of peace negoti-
ations Thursday, their commitment to
responding positively to proposals of
UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy
for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed
aiming to resolve the country’s crisis
peacefully.

Following the talks,  the Yemeni
government delegation said in a state-
ment that it submitted a proposal to
the UN envoy on the withdrawal of the
armed group from the areas, handing
over weapons and forming security
committees.

The delegation discussed during
today’s talks key points of the pro-
posed paper, the statement added,
noting that some issues were also dis-
cussed with the envoy, mainly urgent
economic measures to revive the coun-
try ’s  economy.  The delegat ion

renewed also its commitment to abide
by the code of ethics in media and the
peaceful option as the only solution to
outstanding issues.

Two papers are prepared on how the
Yemeni government’s vision address
security and political  issues in the
upcoming period, it said. The delega-
tions will return to the negotiating table
on Saturday, the statement pointed out. 

Face-to-face session
Heads of the negotiating teams of

the three main stakeholders in Yemen
had held a direct session of talks at
Bayan Palace on Thursday evening fol-
lowing separate meetings with the UN
Special Envoy. The representatives of
the Yemeni government, the General
People’s Congress and Ansarullah move-
ment discussed agenda of the intra-
Yemeni peace talks suggested by Cheikh

Ahmed and the measures necessary to
bolster up the ceasefire in Yemen.

The UN envoy seeks to capitalize on
the positive atmospheres, provided over
the last week, to build consensus and
bring close the viewpoints of the three
parties regarding the political, security
and economic topics of the draft agenda. 

Separate talks
Cheikh Ahmed’s separate talks with

Yemeni parties addressed the UN pro-
posal on the structure and framework of
the political, security and economic piv-
ots over the coming period. The UN
envoy discussed with the Yemeni stake-
holders, separately, the political issues
on the agenda, namely consolidating the
current ceasefire, in bid to get negotia-
tors’ views closer and reach a consensus
formula for proceeding to direct talks.

During the separate talks, reaffirma-

tion was made on the necessity of main-
taining the positive atmosphere that
dominated the talks over the past two
days, as well as demands of good will
and desire for peace, to end the suffer-
ings of the Yemeni people.

The Yemeni-Yemeni talks achieved
noticeable progress on Tuesday after the
delegations agreed upon the UN pro-
posal on the structure and framework of
the coming period, in line with the UN
Security Council Resolution 2216 and
the Biel meeting held in Switzerland in
December 2015.

Kuwait is hosting the Intra-Yemeni
talks since on April 21st with the aim of
concluding an overall agreement among
the Yemeni warring parties to end the
crisis at home, and to pave the way for a
comprehensive political dialogue in line
with UN Security Council Resolution
2216 and other relevant ones. — KUNA

Yemeni parties renew commitment to deal positively with UN envoy proposals


