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Pope Francis’ words on 
Europe’s migrant crisis
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis has repeatedly spoken out about
the refugee crisis that has overwhelmed and divided Europe,
urging Europeans to welcome and not reject people who are
fleeing war and poverty. Here are some of his main quotes,
ahead of his upcoming trip to the Greek island of Lesbos, on
the frontline of Europe’s migrant crisis:

Indifference 
On July 8, 2013, during his first trip outside Rome since

being elected, to the tiny Italian island of Lampedusa, he says:
“The culture of well-being makes us think about ourselves,
renders us insensitive to the cries of others. Lampedusa is a
major landing point for asylum-seekers entering the European
Union, with many fleeing impoverished and war-torn coun-
tries of Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia.

On September 24, 2013 he says that “migrants and
refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity.” On
October 4, 2013, after 300 African asylum-seekers are feared
dead off  Lampedusa, Pope Francis calls for “a day of tears” for
a “savage world” that ignored the plight of refugees.

In April, 2015 after 700 migrants are feared drowned in the
deadliest migrant shipwreck yet in the Mediterranean he
urges Europe’s leaders to “act decisively and quickly to stop
these tragedies from recurring.”

Urging the faithful in St Peter’s square to pray for the vic-
tims, the pope adds : “(They are) hungry, persecuted, injured,
exploited, victims of war. They are seeking a better life, they
are seeking happiness.” 

Papal welcome 
“Dear migrants and refugees, each of you carries a story, a

culture and precious values,” Francis says in January, 2016,
when welcoming 5,000 migrant worshippers at a special mass
at St Peter’s in Rome.

“Alas, many of you have experienced misery, oppression
and fear” he says.  “O Cross of Christ, today we see you in the
Mediterranean and Aegean Seas which have become insa-
tiable cemeteries, reflections of our indifferent and anaes-
thetised conscience,” he says at Good Friday prayers on March
25, 2016. Two days later, on Easter Sunday, he says: “The
Easter message of the risen Christ... invites us not to forget
those men and women seeking a better future, an ever more
numerous throng of migrants and refugees... fleeing from war,
hunger, poverty and social injustice... All too often, these
brothers and sisters of ours meet along the way with death or,
in any event, rejection by those who could offer them wel-
come and assistance.”

Traffickers 
The pope has repeatedly spoken out about human traffick-

ing, railing January 2014 against “the merchants of human
meat who want to enslave migrants”. In September 2013: he
calls for disused Catholic convents to be used to house asy-
lum-seekers instead of being converted into luxury hotels,
speaking during a visit to a refugee centre. “The Church does
not need to turn empty convents into hotels to earn money.
Empty convents are not ours, they are for the flesh of Christ,
for refugees,” the pope tells refugees and staff. — AFP

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis returns to the
frontline of Europe’s migrant crisis tomorrow
when he visits Lesbos, the Greek island strug-
gling to cope with the mass influx of asylum
seekers arriving by boat from Turkey.

Francis, who has made the plight of peo-
ple fleeing poverty and conflict one of the
central themes of his papacy, is flying to the
island on the invitation of Orthodox patriarch
Bartholomew I.

His brief stay will include a meeting with
asylum seekers, many of whom have arrived
on Europe’s southeastern shore as a result of
the devastating war in Syria. The trip to
Lesbos follows an equally symbolic journey by
the Argentinian pontiff to the Italian island of
Lampedusa in 2013.

There, in the aftermath of several deadly
sinkings of people smugglers’ boats packed
with migrants, he made one of the most
famous speeches of his term in office, railing
against the “globalisation of indifference”
which has allowed thousands to perish at sea

in their pursuit of a better life for themselves
and their families.

It is a theme he has returned to repeatedly,
notably by urging every Catholic parish in
Europe to find accommodation for at least
one migrant family. The Vatican is currently
hosting two families seeking asylum in Italy.
The decision to visit Lesbos came shortly after
the European Union began implementing a
controversial program to return most of the
newcomers arriving on the Greek islands to
Turkey. Over a million people crossed clandes-
tinely from Turkey to Greece in 2015 and
some 150,000 have made that trip since the
start of this year. Around half them land on
Lesbos first, the majority women and children.

The main camp for migrants on the island
is now categorised as a closed centre, mean-
ing that people staying there are effectively
detained. Despite the difficult conditions
there is excitement among the migrants
about the prospect of a papal visit, according
to staff of Catholic charity Caritas, which works

with them. “They’re making bouquets of flow-
ers and they want to meet him,” said Tonia
Patrikiadou, who is in charge of a Caritas-run
hotel that caters for the most vulnerable
refugees on the island, notably pregnant
women. “The pope’s visit is a symbol of hope
and solidarity for the refugees. It’s a sign that
the world has not forgotten them and help is
a possibility,” she said.

Caritas has been working closely with
Apostoli, the charitable arm of the Greek
Orthodox Church and Francis will be accom-
panied in Lesbos by Bartholomew, the arch-
bishop of Athens who also enjoys the title of
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople.

During his weekly audience at St Peter’s on
Wednesday, Francis urged Catholics world-
wide to pray for the success of his awareness-
raising trip. His intention, he said, was “to
show closeness and solidarity with the
refugees as well as the citizens of Lesbos and
to all the Greek people who have been so
generous in their welcome.”  — AFP

ISTANBUL: Pope Francis (left) arrives with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I to attend an ecumenical prayer at the
Patriarchal Church of St. George in Istanbul. — AP file photo
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TRIPOLI: A group of European ambassa-
dors flew into Libya’s capital yesterday for
the first time since 2014 to support the
unity government’s struggle to end years
of chaos exploited by jihadists.

French ambassador Antoine Sivan,
Peter Millet of Britain and Spain’s Jose
Antonio Bordallo held talks with the
Government of National Accord (GNA) at
the Tripoli naval base where it has set up
operations.

The French government said the visits
were a show of solidarity with GNA chief
Fayez al-Sarraj and that Paris “stands
alongside the national unity government
in Tripoli”. “The unity government must
exercise its authority over all (Libya’s)
administrations and financial institu-
tions,” said foreign ministry spokesman
Romain Nadal, adding it could count of
French support “in the struggle against

the terrorist threat”. It is the first such mis-
sion since European Union member
states closed their embassies in 2014
because of unrest. France and Italy have
said they are studying plans to reopen
their embassies in Tripoli. 

“Meeting GNA members to reaffirm
strong UK commitment to support their
efforts to restore peace,” Britain’s Millet
said on Twitter. World powers see the
unity government as vital to tackling a
raging jihadist insurgency and rampant
people smuggling in the North African
state.

Unity government head Sarraj arrived
in Tripoli by sea with a naval escort two
weeks ago and has since won the support
of key institutions that control Libya’s
wealth. Italy’s Foreign Minister Paolo
Gentiloni also visited Libya on Tuesday
and said that embassies would be

reopened in the capital in “the near
future”. Libya has been plagued by insta-
bility since the 2011 NATO-backed upris-
ing that ousted longtime ruler Muammar
Gaddafi, with the Islamic State jihadist
group taking advantage of the chaos to
seize territory.

‘Violation of sovereignty’ 
European nations in particular have

been alarmed by the expansion of IS in
Libya, just 300 kilometres (185 miles)
away from Italy across the Mediterranean.
The oil-rich country has had two rival
administrations since mid-2014 when a
militia alliance overran Tripoli, setting up
its own authority and forcing the recog-
nised parliament to flee to the remote
east. Sarraj has not yet received the
endorsement of the country’s interna-
tionally recognised parliament, and the

head of a rival Tripoli-based administra-
tion, Khalifa Ghweil, has refused to recog-
nise his authority. But the new adminis-
tration has won the backing of the Libyan
Investment Authority, the National Oil
Corporation and the Central Bank.

However, Ghweil, in an interview with
an Italian newspaper published yesterday
condemned Gentiloni’s visit. “It’s unac-
ceptable. It’s the people of Libya who rule
through the Tripoli parliament which
gave us the mandate to govern,” he told
La Stampa daily. Ghweil said such visits
were a violation of Libyan sovereignty.
“We will make a complaint to the UN
because it would be a violation of Libya’s
sovereignty and we are ready to oppose
it with all our means,” he said. The recog-
nized legislature, for its part, is expected
to meet on Monday for a vote of confi-
dence in the unity government. — AFP
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