
SUNDAY, APRIL 3, 2016

l if e st yle
F e a t u r e s

The long-awaited Guns N’ Roses reunion got off
to a surprise early start Friday, with the band
playing a show at a small Los Angeles club

where the rock legends were first noticed. Before a
lucky 500 fans packed into the Troubadour in West
Hollywood, singer Axl Rose and guitarist Slash per-
formed for the first time together in public for more
than two decades.

Videos posted online showed the 54-year-old
Rose-still with flowing blond hair but without his
once constant bandana-singing alongside Slash in his
trademark top-hat over his black curls. “You know
where you are?” Rose yelled in his soaring voice in the
signature line of “Welcome to the Jungle,” according
to one segment shot by a fan-a technology that did
not exist in the band’s glory days.

Social media posts said that Guns N’ Roses started
the show with “It’s So Easy,” an energetic song with a
bad-boy attitude that has frequently been the band’s
opener. Years of rumors of a Guns N’ Roses reunion

came to fruition earlier this year when the band was
announced as headliners for the Coachella festival,
which will take place later his month in the California
desert. The band has since announced a full tour at
arenas but had suspiciously left off any date in their
native Los Angeles.

Mad scramble for tickets 
Guns N’ Roses early Friday announced the show for

the evening. Some fans online initially thought that it
could be an April Fools’ Day prank, but the band soon
confirmed that tickets would be available-only in per-
son and one each-at a “retro” price of $10.

A long crowd of fans, some wearing Guns N’ Roses
T-shirts, quickly converged for a chance to buy tickets
near the Troubadour at the designated sale site in the
building of defunct Tower Records, now a store of gui-
tar maker Gibson. The strategy appeared to hinder
scalpers, whose inflated prices have long infuriated
artists. 

Dozens of fans who could not score a ticket waited
outside the venue late at night hoping to still hearing
the music. The Troubadour’s calendar had previously
listed, cryptically, “Girl Rock (school) — showcase,” as
its attraction for Friday, with a sketch of a student
playing a guitar.

The Troubadour, with a capacity of 500, is leg-
endary in music history as it helped launch the
careers of artists ranging from Elton John to James
Taylor.  Members of The Eagles met for the first time at
its bar. Hollywood in the 1980s became the epicenter
of heavy metal, and Guns N’ Roses landed a contract
with Geffen Records after a show at the Troubadour.
The result of that deal,  1987’s “Appetite for
Destruction,” remains the best-selling debut album
ever, with fans drawn to Rose’s range and raw anger
coupled with Slash’s intricate guitar playing.

Lucrative tour years in making 
But Guns N’ Roses, notorious for their antics on the

road and the tension between Rose and Slash, last
played together in 1993 in Buenos Aires. Rose later
continued Guns N’ Roses with other lineups, all the
while receiving lucrative offers to reunite.

The band on Friday also announced details of the
North American tour, which will all be in stadiums-a
far cry from the intimate Troubadour. The main leg of
the “Not in This Lifetime Tour” will begin on June 23 at
Ford Field in Detroit, home to the National Football
League’s Detroit Lions, and run until August 22 in San
Diego.

Guns N’ Roses have only announced three shows
outside the United States-April 19 and 20 in Mexico
City and July 16 in Toronto. In the band’s heyday, Guns
N’ Roses played to raucous welcomes around much of
the world including Europe and Japan. — AFP 

Fans of the rock band Guns N’ Roses wait outside the Tower Records building on the Sunset Strip trying to buy a ticket
for an impromptu performance tonight at the nearby Troubadour, April 1, 2016, in West Hollywood, California.

Guns N’ Roses fan Paul Hebert displays his wristband. — AP photos

Guns N’ Roses reunite early at LA club

Pop star Rihanna and TV mogul Shonda Rhimes were
among the honorees at this year’s Black Girls Rock!
event, where Hillary Clinton made an appearance and

told the audience “my life has been changed by strong black
women leaders.” The Friday night event was taped at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. The special will air
on BET on Tuesday.

The Democratic presidential candidate earned cheers
when she called black women “change makers and pathmak-
ers and ground shakers.”

“There are still a lot of barriers holding back African
Americans and black women in particular, so a gathering like
this filled with so many powerful, strong women is a rebuke to
every single one of those barriers,” Clinton said. “All of our kids,
no matter what zip code they live in, deserve a good teacher
and a good school, a safe community and clean water to
drink.”

Clinton spoke before introducing Beverly Bond, who
founded Black Girls Rock! in 2006. Another who earned loud
applause was Rihanna, the final honoree of the night.”Thank
you so much for celebrating us in a world that doesn’t cele-
brate us enough,” she said onstage.

“The minute you learn to love yourself you will not want to
be anybody else,” the Grammy-winning singer and fashion
trendsetter added. “Role model is not the title they like to give
me ... (but) I think I can inspire a lot of young women to be
themselves and that is half the battle.” The Barbados-born
singer also thanked her mother and grandmother for being
strong black women and excellent role models.

“Hopefully one day I’ll be raising my own little black girl
who rocks,” she said. Others did just that: Rhimes, the creator

behind TV hits “Grey’s Anatomy,” “Scandal” and “How to Get
Away with Murder,” brought her daughter to the event “to sit
in a room with you and feel the energy that’s here.”

“Because she and you are the ones who count, the ones
who matter,” said Rhimes. “It’s the minute someone starts giv-
ing you awards, you are more history than future. But your
slates are blank, your paths are clear and your stories are
whatever you decide they’re going to be.”

Grammy-winning R&B singer Monica brought her daugh-
ter onstage at the end of her performance. Other performers
include Brandy, Andra Day, Jazmine Sullivan, Marsha
Ambrosius, Corinne Bailey Rae and Imani Uzuri.

Gladys Knight, who performed a medley of her hits as the
audience stood up and danced, was also honored. “It is the
best award, the greatest trophy that I’ve ever received,” she
said. “More than a Grammy. More than so many other awards
that I’ve gotten that I appreciate.” Other honorees included
Black Lives Matter founders Patrisse Cullors, Alicia Garza and
Opal Tometi; “The Hunger Games” actress Amandla Stenberg,
who has received praise for being vocal about cultural appro-
priation; and Danai Gurira, the “Walking Dead” actress and
playwright behind Broadway’s “Eclipse,” starring Oscar winner
Lupita Nyong’o, who also attended Black Girls Rock!

Debbie Allen, Kelly Rowland, Cissy Houston, Erykah Badu,
Tatyana Ali and Teyonah Parris also attended. Tracee Ellis Ross,
star of ABC’s “black-ish,” hosted the event and kicked it off with
a hilarious and impressive dance number, channeling
Rihanna, Beyonce, Queen Latifah, Chaka Khan, Janet Jackson
and her mother, Diana Ross. — AP 

Rihanna, Shonda Rhimes,
Clinton appear at Black Girls Rock!

Rihanna is seen at 2016 Black Girls Rock! at New Jersey
Performing Arts Center. — AP photos

Lauryn Hill is seen at 2016 Black Girls Rock!

George Clooney slams
‘completely fabricated’

Hello magazine interview

George Clooney has slammed Hello Magazine for
posting a fabricating “exclusive” interview with him,
claiming that he never talked to the publication for

the article. Hello later apologized for running the inter-
view, which it had obtained from an independent agent.

“Hello Magazine has printed an EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW
with me that has been widely picked up and reprinted.
Outlets like Vanity Fair, Marie Claire, The Sun and The
Evening Standard have all printed my exclusive interview
and credited Hello Magazine,” Clooney said in a statement
on Friday.

Though being misquoted as an actor is not uncom-
mon, he explained, entirely fabricated articles take it to a
new, “disturbing” level. “The problem is that I have not giv-
en an interview to Hello Magazine and the quotes attrib-
uted to me are not accurate,” Clooney added. “In my expe-
rience, being misquoted is not unusual, but to have an
‘exclusive interview’ completely fabricated is something
new. And a very disturbing trend.”

The Hello Magazine article in question, which was
titled “George Clooney Reveals Wife Amal Clooney’s Most
Attractive Feature,” has since been pulled from the publica-
tion’s website. The falsified statements include Clooney
supposedly telling Hello that he and his wife “have a rule
whereby we are never apart for more than a week.”

Hello Magazine said in a statement that the publication
is “dismayed” by Clooney’s claims. “Hello Magazine and the
Hello Group are very dismayed by Mr George Clooney’s
statement that an  interview with him that was published
by the Hello Group is not authentic,” the statement reads.
“The Hello Group bought the interview in good faith from
a respectable independent agent, Famous, with whom it
has dealt for many years and the agency and its writer
were both credited at the end of the article in Hello
Magazine as is customary. Purchase was on the unques-
tionable understanding that the interview and material
were correct and accurate in all respects.

In the meantime, the Hello Group can only express its
deepest respect for both Mr Clooney and his wife, Amal,
and its sincere commitment to respectable and accurate
journalism.” The magazine released a statement hours later
after discovering that the interview was “culled together
from a series of interviews that took place over a period of
time.”

“Hello Group has established that the interview it
bought from the Famous agency had, in fact, been culled
together from a series of interviews that took place over a
period of time, and many of the quotes attributed to Mr
Clooney were never made by him.

Hello Group bought the material in good faith from a
trusted independent agent, who assured us it was an
authentic one-to-one interview with Mr. Clooney, which
we now accept was not the case. We are shocked and dis-
appointed to discover that the representations that were
made to the Hello Group at the time of purchase of the
material were not, in fact, true.—Reuters

Linklater recreates fun 
of the 80s in ‘Everybody

Wants Some!!’

Director Richard Linklater remembers the year 1980 as a
breezy, fun and raunchy time. It was also the end of an
era - the last gasp of the “utter hedonistic abandon-

ment” of the 1970s before the conservative cultural backlash
of the new decade was to take hold.

But the college freshman of his latest film “Everybody
Wants Some!!” didn’t know that. The draft was long over. “Just
Say No” hadn’t yet been introduced. In the fall of 1980 at a
small Texas college, everything was still a party - especially in
the long weekend before classes start.

And it’s in that concentrated, heightened weekend that
Linklater chose to set the film, which follows the bro philoso-
phers of the college baseball team around as they mine every
bit of fun out of those precious, responsibility-free days with
sex, drugs, alcohol and everything in between. The film, now
playing in New York and Los Angeles, expands nationwide in
the coming weeks.

In movie time, “Everybody Wants Some!!” is set only four
years after its predecessor, Linklater’s last day of high school
cult classic “Dazed and Confused.” In real time, 23 years sepa-
rate the two semi-autobiographical films. Those two decades
didn’t really change how Linklater felt about that period in his
life, though. “It’s like running into an old friend who you
haven’t seen in a while. The conversation picks up right there,”
Linklater said.

Cultural vocabulary 
The 55-year-old “Boyhood” director was mainly struck by

how much younger the cast was than him now - and how the
idea of asking a girl to dance at a disco was just not in the cul-
tural vocabulary of his millennial actors. As in “Dazed and
Confused” and its then-unknown cast of now notables like
Matthew McConaughey, Linklater populated this cast with
under the radar actors like Blake Jenner, Wyatt Russell, Ryan
Guzman and Tyler Hoechlin.

Linklater drew on both people he knew and many of his
experiences to craft the characters and situations. Without
spoiling the fun of discovery, let’s just say that some of it is not
too far removed from the antics of “Animal House” and other
college comedies. “Almost all of it really happened in some
way or another,” Linklater said.

Wild abandon aside, the heart of the movie is the baseball
team, and the nutty characters who fill out the roster - from
the “weirdo” pitchers to the hot shot batters - and how they
bicker, bond and compete on and off the field. Linklater
played college ball for only one year before health reasons
forced him off the field, but he remembers everything about
that time and those teammates. “Everybody Wants Some!!” is a
love letter to that bond.—AP

This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Austin
Amelio, Tanner Kalina, Forrest Vickery, Tyler Hoechlin and
Ryan Guzman in “Everybody Wants Some.” — AP 

George Clooney


