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Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS  
Dallas 47 22 9 256 221 103  
St. Louis 46 23 9 211 192 101  
Chicago 45 26 7 218 196 97   
Nashville 39 26 13 217 204 91   
Minnesota 38 30 11 214 196 87   
Colorado 39 35 4 207 222 82   
Winnipeg 31 39 8 199 230 70   

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 46 26 5 211 180 97   
Anaheim 43 24 10 206 184 96   
San Jose 43 29 6 230 203 92   
Arizona 34 36 7 200 230 75   
Vancouver 29 36 13 179 225 71   
Calgary 32 40 6 213 251 70   
Edmonton 30 42 7 194 234 67   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 43 25 9 221 191 95   
Tampa Bay 44 28 5 214 185 93   
Boston 41 29 8 229 214 90   
Detroit 39 28 11 201 214 89   
Ottawa 36 33 9 222 237 81   
Montreal 36 36 6 208 224 78   
Buffalo 32 35 11 189 211 75   
Toronto 28 38 11 187 226 67   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 55 16 6 241 179 116  
Pittsburgh 44 25 8 224 192 96   
NY Rangers 43 25 9 222 203 95   
NY Islanders 42 25 9 214 196 93   
Philadelphia 38 25 13 198 200 89   
Carolina 34 28 16 191 211 84   
New Jersey 37 33 8 175 197 82   
Columbus 30 39 8 198 241 68   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL Results/Standings

Detroit 3, Minnesota 2; Boston 6, St. Louis 5; Chicago 5, Winnipeg 4
(OT); Washington 4, Colorado 2; Vancouver 3, Anaheim 2.

SAKHIR: Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain  steers his car during the third free practice at the Formula One Bahrain International Circuit, in Sakhir, Bahrain, yesterday. The Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix will be held today. —AP

MANAMA: Sebastian Vettel topped the times
ahead of his Ferrari team-mate Kimi Raikkonen
in yesterday’s third and final free practice
ahead of the Bahrain Grand Prix.

On a hot day in the desert, the four-time
champion ended Mercedes’ domination at the
desert track with a best lap of one minute and
31.689 seconds.

This lifted him 0.040 seconds clear of Finn
Raikkonen who is seeking a first win at the
Bahrain International Circuit where he has sev-
en times appeared on the podium.

The Ferrari resurgence pushed the two
Mercedes men down to third and fourth with
Nico Rosberg and defending champion Lewis
Hamilton four-tenths off the leading pace.

Rosberg had been fastest ahead of
Hamilton in both sessions on Friday, but the

hotter weather changed the track conditions
in Ferrari’s favour.

Valtteri Bottas was fifth fastest for Williams
ahead of Frenchman Romain Grosjean, who
impressed again in the new Ferrari-powered
Haas car.

Russian Daniil Kvyat was seventh for Red
Bull ahead of Mexican Esteban Gutierrez in the
second American Haas car, Felipe Massa in the
second Williams, sporting a new shorter nose
section, and Australian Daniel Ricciardo in the
second Red Bull.

After the cool conditions on Friday, final
practice was run in more familiar weather with
a vast blue sky, sunshine and an air tempera-
ture of 26 degrees Celsius. The track tempera-
ture at the Bahrain International Circuit was 38
degrees.

NEW FORMAT
Following the verbal interventions of com-

mercial chief Bernie Ecclestone on Friday, the
president of the sport ’s ruling body, the
International Motoring Federarion (FIA), Jean
Todt held a pre-session news conference at
which he was questioned closely on the new
format qualifying fiasco at the season-opening
Australian Grand Prix and the uncertainty sur-
rounding its future.

The Frenchman said he hoped for unani-
mous support for a possible revision to the
format as likely to be proposed at a meeting
today morning.

Todt said his favoured option was to retain
the progressive elimination system in Q1 and
Q2, but to revert to the former method for Q3.

“I am optimistic about this,” he said. Once

the action began, Ricciardo was the first driver
to set a flying lap time after 10 minutes before
being overhauled by Perez and then the two
Mercedes men with identical times.

Bottas and then Raikkonen took over at the
top of the times, the flurry of action confirm-
ing the teams’ anxiety to make the most of the
changed conditions.

McLaren, whose boss Ron Dennis had
applied unsuccessfully for two-time champion
Fernando Alonso to drive, despite failing a
medical test on Thursday, were left frustrated
when his replacement Belgian Stoffel
Vandoorne was delayed because of an oil leak.
He ended up 19th, one place behind team-
mate Briton Jenson Button.

“It is a complete decision by the doctors,”
said Todt, when asked about the FIA decision

to reject McLaren’s plea. “It is something that I
discussed yesterday with the president of the
medical commission, Gerard Saillant, and,
probably, we should make one step forward in
a deeper check after such an accident.

“Maybe something we need to think about
is to make sure that the driver is followed very
carefully for two, three or four days after such
an incident.

“But from what I understand, it is a very
wise decision (to not allow Alonso to race) and
the doctors will never consider giving an
authorisation unless all the evidence is very
clear to them.”

The session was busy, but without major
incidents other than two punctures suffered
by Spaniard Carlos Sainz of Toro Rosso and
Briton Jolyon Palmer of Renault. —AFP

Ferrari break Mercedes’ domination in Bahrain 

DENVER: Alex Ovechkin scored in a three-goal sec-
ond period as the Washington Capitals won their
franchise-record 55th game of the season by beating
the Colorado Avalanche 4-2 on Friday night. Jay
Beagle, Ovechkin and Jason Chimera all had goals
within a 5:26 span to help Braden Holtby notch his
47th victory of the season. The Capitals goaltender is
one away from matching Martin Brodeur’s mark for
most wins in a single season. The loss was costly for
the Avalanche, who trail Minnesota by five points for
the last playoff spot in the Western Conference. The
Wild lost earlier in the night, but Colorado couldn’t
capitalize. Jarome Iginla scored his 609th career goal
and Gabriel Landeskog also scored for Colorado.

CANUCKS 3, DUCKS 2
Emerson Etem scored the tiebreaking goal against

his former team with 6:37 to play as Vancouver ral-
lied from a third-period deficit for its second straight
victory. Dan Hamhuis scored the tying goal shortly
after Nate Thompson put the Ducks ahead in the
third period. Etem then batted home a rebound in
the longtime Ducks forward’s first game back at
Honda Center since Anaheim traded the native of
nearby Long Beach last summer. Bo Horvat also
scored and Jacob Markstrom stopped 34 shots for
the Canucks, who snapped their nine-game winless
skid Thursday in San Jose. John Gibson made 25

saves and Josh Manson scored in  the opening
minute for the injury-depleted Ducks, who had won
three straight.

BRUINS 6, BLUES 5 
David Krejci had two goals and two assists as the

Boston Bruins snapped out of a scoring funk to beat
the St. Louis Blues 6-5 Friday night to hang onto
third place in the Atlantic Division. Loui Eriksson got
his 500th career point with a goal and an assist and
Patrice Bergeron scored his 30th this season for the
Bruins, who totaled 10 goals while dropping six of
their previous seven games. They’re a point ahead of
Detroit, which beat Minnesota 3-2, with four games
remaining. Paul Stastny had a goal and an assist and
Alexander Steen and David Backes each had two
assists for the Blues. St Louis ended a five-game win-
ning streak, during which it allowed one goal and
recorded for consecutive shutouts. The Blues are sec-
ond overall in the Western Conference with 101
points and have four games to go.

BLACKHAWKS 5, JETS 4, OT
Brent Seabrook scored 1:02 into overtime after

Artemi Panarin tied it late in the third period with his
second goal of the game as Chicago beat Winnipeg.
Panarin also had two assists, including orchestrating
a 2-on-1 with Seabrook in overtime.  Panarin passed

across the slot to the defenseman, and Seabrook
beat Ondrej Pavelec with a shot inside the near post.
Patrick Kane and Brandon Mashinter also scored for
the Blackhawks, who sneaked away winners in a
game with four  lead changes.  Ear l ier  Fr iday,
Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith was suspend-
ed six games for high-sticking Minnesota Wild for-
ward Charlie Coyle. Keith will miss five regular sea-
son games and one postseason game.  Scott Darling
had 28 saves for Chicago. Blake Wheeler scored twice
for Winnipeg and extended his point streak to seven
games.  Nic Petan and Dustin Byfuglien also scored.

RED WINGS 3, WILD 2
Riley Sheahan had a goal and an assist to lead

Detroit over Minnesota in a game with playoff impli-
cations for both teams. Detroit entered one point
behind Boston for third place in the Atlantic Division,
while Minnesota came in with a five-point lead on
Colorado for the final Western Conference wild-card
spot. Dylan Larkin scored on a power play in the first
period before Tomas Tatar put Detroit up 2-0 2:32
into the second period. After Jonas Brodin scored for
Minnesota with 4:18 left in the second, Sheahan got
his goal 2:08 into the third. Mikael Granlund scored
for the Wild 9:43 into the third. Detroit goalie Jimmy
Howard had 20 saves, while Devan Dubnyk made 26
stops for Minnesota. — AP

DENVER: Gabriel Landeskog #92 of the Colorado Avalanche puts the puck in the goal against the Washington Capitals as the Capitals held a 3-2 lead in the third period at
Pepsi Center on Friday in Denver, Colorado. The Capitals defeated the Avalanche 4-2. —AP

MANAMA: Formula One stakeholders will meet today to
decide what to do with the much-criticised new qualify-
ing format, with the head of the sport’s governing body
saying he is confident of reaching a solution.

“I am optimistic that we will get a unanimous agree-
ment tomorrow,” FIA president Jean Todt told reporters at
the Bahrain Grand Prix yesterday. “I hope the decision
which will be taken in the light of the second qualifying
(of the season) will be a decision which respects the fans,
the media, the promoters and be a good step forwards.”

The Frenchman agreed the new format which made
its debut in Australia two weeks ago had been a disap-
pointment, and was aware of the backlash against it,
although he said that the FIA “cannot be guided only by
social media.” The format was agreed only weeks before
the season started, aimed at creating more excitement in
the Saturday session through instant elimination of the
slowest drivers at timed intervals.

While the first and second phases of qualifying
involved more action, the final eight-car session in
Melbourne proved a flop with drivers watching from the
garages as the clock ticked away the closing minutes.
Todt said the change had been sought by race promoters
but team managers had signalled before the start of the
season that there would be a problem, unless Pirelli made
more sets of tyres available or the third and final phase
reverted to the 2015 format.

He added that Pirelli could only provide more tyres, at
an extra cost to teams, from the Chinese Grand Prix in
Shanghai on April 17. “One more set of tyres would
increase the show,” Todt said, adding that another option
could be for the final eight-car phase to see each run
alone on track in descending order with the fastest from
the second session going last.

Mercedes motorsport head Toto Wolff told Reuters
there were several interesting possibilities but the sport
needed to put the issue to rest. “I think there are more for-
mats that are worth a try but we just need to be reason-
able in assessing them properly, and whatever we find
out should be implemented,” he said.

“We just started the season, we had a disastrous quali-
fying in Melbourne, we are trying it another time now
and we need to go with a safe way for the rest of the sea-
son.” — Reuters
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