
LOS ANGELES: Bobby Lea, a two-time US Olympic cyclist who had a doping
ban reduced from 16 months to six, was named to the US team for the Rio
Games on Friday. USA Cycling announced the move, which came after an
arbitrator ruled that Lea was eligible under the US Olympic Committee rules
and should be selected. In February, the Court of Arbitration for Sport
upheld Lea’s doping violation for a positive test at the US championships in
August of 2015 for noroxycodone, a metabolite of the banned substance
oxycodone. However, the CAS panel trimmed the length of his ban.
Following the CAS ruling, Lea filed for arbitration under the USOC
bylaws, arguing that USA Cycling should name him to the
Olympic Long Team despite the fact that he was serving his sus-
pension at the time of the team nomination. The arbitrator
determined that USA Cycling was required to add Lea to its
Olympic Long Team since he met the selection criteria. Lea was a
bronze medalist in the scratch race at last year’s world champi-
onships. He failed to finish the points race and was 16th in
the Madison at the 2008 Beijing Olympics and was 12th in
the Omnium at the 2012 London Games. —AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Free-agent catcher Taylor Teagarden, who was
among the athletes mentioned in an Al-Jazeera America docu-
mentary on doping, was suspended for 80 games by Major
League Baseball on Friday. In MLB’s announcement, officials
did not indicate that Teagarden failed a drugs test, but said he
was suspended for violating the league’s drug prevention and
treatment program. Teagarden’s suspension will go into effect
when he signs with a Major League team. He last played for
the Chicago Cubs in 2015.  In the documentary that aired in
December, Teagarden was taped discussing his use of per-
formance-enhancing drugs the previous season.  The report
also named players Ryan Zimmerman and Ryan Howard, but
created its biggest sensation in linking iconic Denver Broncos
quarterback Peyton Manning to human growth hormone in
citing a clinic worker who said that HGH was shipped to
Manning’s wife. The 39-year-old Manning, who led the Broncos
to the Super Bowl title in February and announced his retire-
ment from the National Football League in March, vehemently
denied using performance-enhancing drugs. —AFP
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MIAMI: Former world number one Tiger Woods confirmed Friday that he will
not participate in next week’s 80th Masters, saying his rehabilitation from back
surgery has not progressed far enough to allow him to compete. The 14-time
major champion, a four-time Masters winner, has not played a PGA event since
last August. Since then, he underwent back surgery and a follow-up procedure
to ease discomfort from a pinched nerve.  “I’ve been dedicated to my rehab and
improving daily, but I’m not physically ready to compete in the Masters,” Woods

tweeted.  There had been a bit of mystery about Woods’ status for
the year’s first major tournament, as Woods had not updated the

status of his rehabilitation for several weeks. He had said there
was no timetable for his return.  “After assessing the present
condition of my back, and consulting with my medical team,
I’ve decided it’s prudent to miss this year’s Masters,” Woods

said in a posting on his website. “I’ve been hitting balls and
training daily, but I’m not physically ready.  I’ve said all along
that this time I need to be cautious and do what’s best for my

long-term health and career. “Unfortunately, playing Augusta
next week wouldn’t be the right decision. — AP
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Abdullah Al-Rashidi (right) with Egyptian and UAE shooters. Eman Al-Shamma, Afrah Adel and Bahrain’s Fatima Nasrallah

Double trap team: Hamad Al-Afasi, Fuhaid Al-Daihani, Ahmad Al-Afasi.
(Backrow) Zaid Al-Mutairi, Saud Habib, Abdallah Al-Rashidi (Front) Eman Al-Shamma
Afrah Adel.

WASHINGTON: At just 26-years-old it’s clearly far too early
to talk about Rory McIlroy having a Masters jinx, but he
knows that each year that goes by without him donning
the Augusta winner’s green jacket will only crank up the
pressure on him.

To some extent, the Northern Irishman’s own preco-
ciousness is to blame for this situation, with him having
won the US Open, British Open and PGA Championship by
the age of just 25.

That left him on the cusp of becoming just the sixth
player in the history of the game to win all four majors -
after Tiger Woods, Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player, Ben Hogan
and Gene Sarazen.

The only other active player who has that tantalising
prospect dangling before him is Phil Mickelson and the
American’s increasingly heart-breaking efforts to finally win
a US Open (he has been runner-up six times) will no doubt
spur McIlroy on further to get that first Masters win under
his belt early in his career before it becomes a monkey on
his back.

He has already come close once before - in 2011 when
he took a four-shot lead into the final round only to shoot
80 in a spectacular meltdown that left him in a tie for 15th.

Last year, when he had his first crack at the career Grand
Slam, he posted his best finish yet at fourth, but that was
due to a superb closing round of 66 that hoisted him up
the leaderboard. He was never really in contention.

On that occasion he voiced satisfaction that he is get-
ting closer to pulling it all together at Augusta National
and that he remains confident of winning there one day.

RELIEVE THE PRESSURE 
This year, McIlroy’s form has been steady if not spectac-

ular and a run, as defending champion, into the World
Matchplay semi-finals, boosted his confidence.

“I do feel as though I am similar to where I was with my
game last year as I am very happy with my game as every-
thing feels pretty good,” he said at Austin.

“Compared to a year ago and all the hype of winning
the Grand Slam, I already feel a little more mellow and a lot
more chilled.

“This year you have the attention spread between
Jordon (Spieth) going back to defend and Jason (Day) win-
ning for a second week in a row and also there’s Adam
(Scott) who has won at Augusta before and is coming off
his back-to-back wins.

“So there’s a lot more going on around others compet-
ing in the Masters this year already than the spotlight I
found myself in a year ago.”   In another move that could be
seen as a way of relieving the pressure, McIlroy has decided
to replicate his buildup to the 2011 tournament by opting
not to play in the Wednesday Par-3 tournament.

“I’m not going to play the Par-3 contest this year as it’s
just too much hassle and it’s a bit of a distraction,” said the
Ulsterman whose previous caddies have included former
girlfriend and tennis player Caroline Wozniacki and pop
star Niall Horan.

“The year I had my best chance at Augusta, and that
was in 2011 as I didn’t play the Par-3 contest, so maybe the
decision not to play it this year can work in my favour,” he
added. Apart from the personal achievement, a win for
McIlroy would make him the first Irishman to lift the
Masters title and the first European since Jose-Maria
Olazabal in 1999. — AFP

Kuwait shooters excel at Arab championship
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooting continued its winning ways in
the Arab championship being held in Cairo, when shooter
Afrah Adel won the women skeet’s gold medal scoring 71
hits out of 75, while her teammate Eman Al-Shamma, took
second place and the silver medal.

Meanwhile, the gold  medal of the team skeet competi-
tion was claimed by Kuwait’s Abdallah Al-Rashidi, Saud
Habib and Zaid Al-Mutairi, while Abdallah Al-Rashidi won
the bronze in the skeet individuals competition.  Egypt’s
shooter Azmi Muhailba won the gold medal in the skeet
event, and Egypt’s team ended in second place.

Meanwhile, the 12th Arab shooting tournament began
with Kuwait winning both the individual and team gold
medal in the double trap event.

President of the Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations
Duaik Khalaf Al-Otaibi said Kuwait Shooting Sport Club is
proud with Kuwait shooters’ achievements so far, as there
are more events yet to come. He said the shooting federa-
tion and club highly appreciates the major role of
Information Minister, State Minister for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and Director
General of Public Authority for Sports Sheikh Ahmad
Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and his deputies for their
efforts in supporting Kuwait shooting and backing plans of

the club be it technical or administrative. Al-Otaibi thanked
Egypt’s Youth and Sports Minister Khalid Abdelaziz for sup-
porting Arab shooting, and thanked President of African
and Egypt Shooting Federations President Hazim Hosny,
and all technical and administrative departments and
Egypt Shooting Federation, for the good organization and
hospitality, and wished them success.

Al-Otaibi, on behalf of Kuwait Shooting Sport communi-
ty, dedicated those outstanding achievements to HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, in recognition of their support and care.
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WASHINGTON: Adrien Broner stopped
Britain’s Ashley Theophane in the ninth
round on Friday in a victory that left the
World Boxing Association super light-
weight title vacant after Broner failed to
make weight.  The f ight at  the DC
Armory went ahead, and Broner, a four-
division world champion, dominated.

Theophane, who could have taken
the title with a victory, was on the ropes
in the second round, and absorbed
punishing blows that had one eye
swelling by the fourth.

He rallied, landing some solid punch-
es in the sixth, seventh and eighth, but
Broner had him under pressure again in
the ninth with a body shot and a right
hook.

Theophane was backing up and had
raised a glove-possibly to complain of a
low blow-when referee Luis Pabon
stopped the fight.  “I always could do
better but I did what I had to do to get
the victory,” said Broner, who improved
to 32-2 with 24 k nockouts while
Theophane fell to 39-7 with one drawn
and 11 knockouts.

The technical knockout punctuated
a turbulent fight week, with US media
reporting that Washington DC boxing
officials agreed to license Broner after
he vowed to surrender to authorities in
Ohio, where police have issued war-
rants for his  arrest on suspicion of

felony assault and aggravated robbery.
The charges stem from an incident on
January 21 in which Broner allegedly
robbed a man after an altercation out-
side a bowling al ley in Cincinnati .
Broner was scheduled to make the first
defense of the junior super lightweight
world title he won with a 12th-round
k nockout of  Russian Khabib
Allakhverdiev in October.

But Broner registered 140.4 pounds
(63.68 kg) at Thursday’s weigh-in, 0.4
pounds over the division limit and he
was stripped of the title.  In compensa-
tion Broner agreed to pay $50,000 from
his purse to Theophane, who weighed
on the 140-pound limit.

“I’ve been going through a lot this
whole week and to come in here and
bottle everything up and stay focused
and get it done, I want to give a pat on
the back to myself,” Broner said before
turning his attention to retired pound-
for-pound king Floyd Mayweather, a co-
promoter of the bout.  “Somebody I
look up to and somebody I  admire
talked all bad about me,” Broner said.
“Me and Floyd, we got a feud.”

With Mayweather laughing at ring-
side Broner challenged him. “I come
from nothing and I will  never let a
man disrespect me,” said Broner. “He
got to come see me. We got to get it
on.” — AFP

Adrien Broner stops Theophane in ninth

WASHINGTON: Ashley Theophane (L) and Adrien Broner exchange punches in their super lightweight championship bout at the DC Armory on
Friday in Washington, DC. — AFP


