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Sarkisian said that clashes were continuing yesterday
evening “in the north and south” of the frontline but
insisted the “armed forces of Karabakh are in control of
the situation”. Ethnic Armenian separatists backed by
Yerevan seized control of the mountainous Nagorno-
Karabakh region in the early 1990s war that claimed
some 30,000 lives and the foes have never signed a
peace deal despite the 1994 ceasefire.

The region is still internationally recognized as part
of Azerbaijan and the two sides frequently exchange
fire across the front, but the latest episode marked a
surge in violence and sparked frantic appeals for peace
from international powers. Azeri forces claimed that
they had taken control of several strategic heights and a
village in the Armenian-controlled territory, but Yerevan
denied the claim as “disinformation”. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin called for an imme-
diate end to fighting along the frontline, the Kremlin
said. “President Putin calls on the parties in the conflict
to observe an immediate ceasefire and exercise
restraint in order to prevent further casualties,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told Russian news agencies.
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu held phone talks with their counterparts
in Armenia and Azerbaijan to urge a de-escalation in
the fighting. 

Meanwhile, mediators from a group made up of rep-
resentatives from Russia, the United States, France and
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), which has been trying to negotiation a
settlement, expressed “grave concern”. The European
Union’s foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini said that
the reports of heavy fighting were “deeply worrying”
and called on all sides to “avoid any further actions or
statements that could result in escalation”.

Azerbaijan’s strongman President Ilham Aliyev also
spoke by phone to ally President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
in which the Turkish leader expressed “solidarity” with
Azerbaijan, Aliyev press office said. Energy-rich
Azerbaijan, whose military spending has in the past
exceeded Armenia’s entire state budget, has repeatedly
threatened to take back the breakaway region by force
if negotiations fail to yield results. Moscow-backed
Armenia says it could crush any offensive.

The last big flare-up occurred in Nov 2014 when
Azerbaijan shot down an Armenian military helicopter.
US Vice President Joe Biden met this week separately
with both Aliyev and Sarkisian, as they attended a
nuclear summit in Washington. He urged a peaceful set-
tlement to the dispute. Biden “expressed concern about
continued violence, called for dialogue, and empha-
sized the importance of a comprehensive settlement for
the long-term stability, security, and prosperity of the
region”, the White House said. — AFP
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that such prices were too much and beyond citizens’
capabilities, especially since such increases would be
followed by other price increases of rent and basic con-
sumer goods. 

“Such statements contradict previous promises that
economic reform measures would not affect citizens,”
he underlined, pointing out that the government could
have revived the economy by other alternatives such as
building more factories, supporting agriculture, open-
ing up for touristic investments, supporting small proj-
ects and imposing taxes on companies and luxury
imports. “The government can also save millions every
year if lights were switched off at various ministries and
government offices outside of official working hours,”
he stressed. 

Incidentally, most MPs are only opposing new power
tariffs on residential houses, mostly inhabited by
Kuwaitis, and not those proposed for commercial enter-
prises and investment buildings, mostly inhabited by
expatriates. 

Meanwhile, MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji  said fears
expressed by Finance Minister and acting oil minister
Anas Al-Saleh were unjustified and were only meant to
promote the economic reform package that the gov-
ernment wishes to make simple citizens pay for. Turaiji
warned Saleh to be careful with the statements he
makes, especially since he is responsible for two impor-
tant portfolios. He added that if the tasks were too

much for the minster, he should step down, because
Kuwait is full of other competent citizens. “International
bodies including IMF’s Christine Lagarde have denied
that Kuwait suffers any deficits and made fun of exag-
gerations of a true deficit that does not exist in Kuwait,”
he said, noting that Kuwait managed to go through
tougher financial situation a few years ago when oil
prices dropped to $8 a barrel. 

Also, MP Hamdan Al-Azmi renewed his total rejection
of privatizing government companies and called for
fighting such moves that would crush Kuwait’s middle
class and create extremely wealthy and an extremely
poor classes. “This is against the constitution,” he said,
noting that what Kuwait really needs at such a critical
time is a strong government capable of facing problems
and diversifying sources of income. 

Separately, MP Ahmed Al-Qudhiabi rejected referring
the Audit Bureau’s report on the oil pipeline tender to
the fatwa and legislation department because he
alleged the latter was not a neutral body and because it
was one of the bodies responsible for the tender’s mis-
takes.  In other news, the Civil Services Commission
(CSC) has received lists of expat employees at various
ministries due to be laid off either because they have
reached legal retirement age or because their skills
were no longer needed. CSC sources added that these
employees would not be replaced by expats and that
the vacancies would be filled by citizens who are await-
ing employment. The sources added that the lists
received came from the education and awqaf ministries. 

Lawmakers slam govt’s new power...
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Indian officials will also discuss the hajj to ensure it takes
place smoothly, after a stampede at the annual pilgrimage
last September killed more than 2,000 pilgrims, including
116 Indians. Muslim pilgrims have blamed the stampede
on police road closures and poor Saudi management of the
flow of hundreds of thousands of people, who found
escape routes blocked when the crush occurred. 

Security cooperation is also expected to be on the
agenda of the talks, Kumar said, describing the two-day
visit as “very important”. Saudi Arabia and the US Treasury
this week announced joint sanctions on four individuals
and two organizations with alleged links to Al-Qaeda, the
Taleban and Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) - which India blames
for the 2008 Mumbai attacks that killed 166 people.
Among those sanctioned was Saudi-based Muhammad

Ijaz Safarash, who allegedly provided financial, material
or technological support for the Pakistan-based militant
group LeT. 

Modi will also meet Saudi business leaders today to
discuss bilateral investment. “Saudi Arabia is our fourth
largest trading partner” with exports to the kingdom
exceeding $11 billion, said Kumar.  Modi’s rightwing
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) swept to power in
2014 promising to revive India’s economy and create
much-needed jobs. Modi has bolstered ties with the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council - Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. He vis-
ited the UAE in August, the first such trip by an Indian
premier in more than three decades. Some eight million
Indians live in the GCC states and send home each year
remittances of around $35-40 billion, according to
Kumar.— AFP 
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And the giant founded by US entrepreneur Jeff
Bezos has also begun airing “The Fashion Fund,” a reali-
ty show during which young designers face off against
each other in a competition sponsored by the Council
of Fashion Designers of America (CFDA) that organizes
New York Fashion Week. 

As for its more muted moves - these are visible on
Amazon.com where new fashion labels have popped
up that, it turns out, have been trademarked by the
tech giant.  The labels Lark & Ro, North Eleven and
Franklin Tailored have been registered by Amazon over
the past few months, according to data accessed by
AFP on the website of the European Union Intellectual

Property Office. After focusing on clothes designed,
made and sold by others, Amazon - whose revenue in
2015 passed the $100 billion mark - is developing its
own clothing lines. When contacted by AFP on the top-
ic, Amazon declined to comment. “I’m happy to reach
out once we are ready to share news and overall strate-
gy regarding our business,” said a spokeswoman for
Amazon Fashion. “Amazon has made apparel a priority,”
analysts with KeyBanc Capital Markets wrote in a
February research note after attending the MAGIC
apparel trade show in Las Vegas. “Amazon is being
viewed as a strategic opportunity and partner” in the
vendor community they wrote, with some believing
that “it can be a top three customer for them in the
medium-term.” — AFP

Amazon makes foray into fashion world

Palestinians sit on the branches of a tree as they watch performances during a carnival organized the municipality on Friday in Gaza City.  — AFP 


