
BEIJING: A top magazine of China’s ruling
Communist Party lashed out at critics of its
ongoing anti-corruption campaign, saying
foreign media and individuals from home
and abroad were intentionally trying to dis-
credit the effort as a political “power strug-
gle”.

Chinese President Xi Jinping has pur-
sued a sweeping campaign to root out cor-
ruption since assuming power about three
years ago, and has promised to strike hard
at both senior and low-level officials, the
“tigers” and “flies”. Nonetheless, there has
been persistent speculation that the graft
crackdown is also about Xi taking down his
rivals.

“Some foreign media and individuals
take their own countries’ anti-corruption
efforts as a just display of rule of law, but
see our anti-corruption work as a ‘power
struggle’ that entails shadowy business,”
the influential bimonthly journal Qiushi
said. 

Domestically, there are also some peo-
ple who “parrot” these words, an article in
the magazine’s latest issue released this
week said. “This kind of viewpoint is per-
haps due to a misunderstanding of our

anti-corruption efforts, but even more it’s a
kind of deliberate discrediting and distor-
tion,” it said. Xi has warned the problem of
corruption could threaten the party’s abili-
ty to retain power.

He has publicly rebuked criticism of the
crackdown on graft, including during a
state visit to the United States last year,
where he told business leaders in Seattle
that it was not a “House of Cards”-style
power struggle, a reference to the U.S.
remake of the British political drama that is
popular in China.

Several top officials have been felled in
the campaign, including disgraced retired
domestic security chief Zhou Yongkang,
the most senior leader to be ensnared in a
graft scandal since the party swept to pow-
er in 1949. The article said some unnamed
people would suggest that the crackdown
was “selective” because no “tigers” have
been brought down in Beijing or Shanghai
or certain provinces.

“From Communist Party institutions to
the highest levels of the military, from cen-
tral ministries to the provinces and cities,
there are no gaps in the anti-corruption,” it
said. — Reuters
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KUALA LUMPUR: Gunmen have kid-
napped four Malaysians from a ship off
the east coast of Sabah state in waters
where Abu Sayyaf militants are known to
operate, local media reported yesterday.
If the Philippine Islamist group is con-
firmed to be behind the kidnapping, it
would be their second such hostage-tak-
ing in as many weeks and comes amid an
uptick in such attacks.

Philippine regional army spokesman
Felimon Tan said the military was verify-
ing the reported kidnapping after
Malaysian authorities informed them of
the incident on Friday. “Whether or not

they were seized by the Abu Sayyaf or
brought to the Philippines, we have yet
to confirm,” Tan told AFP.

Sabah police commissioner Abdul
Rashid Harun told Malaysia’s official news
agency Bernama that authorities were
still investigating if the kidnapping
occurred in Malaysian or international
waters. “The area is vast and we have our
assets there. So we are investigating
whether it happened in or off our waters,”
he was quoted as saying by Bernama.

“The five other individuals in the ship
comprising Myanmar and Indonesian
nationals were released.” 

There were conflicting reports over
whether the boat, the size of which was
not immediately known, had been sailing
to Malaysia from the Philippines or mak-
ing the reverse journey. Many Western
and other embassies routinely issue
warnings against travelling to most of the
Philippines’ Muslim-populated southern
regions, which lie just northeast of Sabah,
because of the risk of being abducted by
the Abu Sayyaf.

On Tuesday, officials said that 10
Indonesian sailors had been kidnapped
in waters off the southern Philippines.
The incident was believed to have hap-

pened last Saturday. The Philippine mili-
tary said initial information indicated the
sailors may have been taken by an Abu
Sayyaf faction to Sulu, a remote southern
island that is a hideout of the militant
outfit. Someone claiming to be from Abu
Sayyaf called the vessel’s owners to
demand a ransom for the sailors’ release.
Other recent kidnappings, including of
two Canadian tourists and a Norwegian
resort owner in areas previously consid-
ered beyond the group’s reach, have fur-
ther raised fears.

Last year, Malaysian Bernard Then was
kidnapped from a seaside restaurant in

Sabah, about 300 kilometers from the
Abu Sayyaf’s Jolo stronghold. He was lat-
er killed by the group. The Abu Sayyaf has
staged cross-border raids into Malaysia
before, including in April 2000 when gun-
men seized 21 European and Asian
tourists from a dive resort. They were
released in batches after a ransom was
paid the following year. 

Founded in the 1990s with the help of
late Al-Qaeda mastermind Osama Bin
Laden, the Abu Sayyaf has been blamed
for some of the Philippines’ worst terror
attacks, including bombings and kidnap-
pings for ransom. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The US Navy plans to conduct
another passage near disputed islands in the
South China Sea in early April, a source familiar
with the plan said on Friday, the third in series of
challenges that have drawn sharps rebukes from
China. The exact timing of the exercise and
which ship would travel inside a 12-nautical mile
limit around a disputed island was not immedi-
ately clear.

The United States has conducted what it
calls “freedom of navigation” exercises in recent
months, sailing near disputed islands to under-
score its right to navigate the seas. US Navy offi-
cials have said they plan to conduct more and
increasingly complex exercises in the future.

Navigation plan
The USS Stennis carrier strike group is cur-

rently operating in the South China Sea. The
next freedom of navigation exercise is unlikely
to be conducted by a carrier like the Stennis, but
rather by a smaller ship, the source said.

Experts predict the next US challenge to the
various claims in the South China Sea could
occur near Mischief Reef, a feature claimed by
the Philippines and which was submerged at
high tide before China began a dredging project
to turn it into an island in 2014.

Mischief Reef is now the site of one of three
military-length airfields China has built on man-
made islands in the Spratly Islands archipelago.
US Navy ships regularly patrol the South China
Sea, through which more than $5 trillion of
world trade travels every year. China claims most
of the area, and Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei, the
Philippines and Taiwan have rival claims.

In recent months, with tensions rising around

China’s reclamation activities, US ships have
been frequently and routinely shadowed by
Chinese ships and regular communications with
Chinese vessels have often been tense. News of
the planned exercise comes a day after US
President Barack Obama met with Chinese
President Xi Jinping at a nuclear summit in
Washington.

China’s warning
During the meetings, Xi told Obama that

China would not accept any behavior in the dis-
guise of freedom of navigation that violates its
sovereignty, in a clear warning to the United
States.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hong
Lei told Reuters yesterday that China opposed
any such exercise. “China consistently respects
and supports the freedom of navigation and fly
over that all countries’ enjoy in the South China
Sea under international law, but resolutely
opposes any country using so-called ‘freedom of
navigation’ as an excuse to damage China’s sov-
ereignty, security and maritime rights,” Hong
said. Beijing’s defense ministry on Thursday
warned the US navy to “be careful” in the South
China Sea and slammed a newly signed agree-
ment between Washington and the Philippines.

Earlier this month, Manila agreed to give US
forces access to five military bases, including
some close to the disputed South China Sea,
where tensions have risen over Beijing’s asser-
tion of its territorial claims.  China claims virtual-
ly all the South China Sea despite conflicting
claims by Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam, Taiwan and
the Philippines, and has built up artificial islands
in the area in recent months, including some

with airstrips. Washington has since October car-
ried out two high-profile “freedom of navigation”
operations in which it sailed warships within 12
nautical miles of islets claimed by China. Asked
about a recent report on US patrols in the sea,
defense ministry spokesman Yang Yujun told a
briefing on Thursday: “As for the US ships which
came, I can only suggest they be careful”.

The agreement between Washington and
Manila applies to the Antonio Bautista Air Base
on the western island of Palawan, directly on the
South China Sea. Asked about the deal, Yang
said: “To strengthen military alliances is a reflec-
tion of a Cold War mentality”. “It is in the oppo-
site direction of the trends of the era for peace,
development and cooperation,” he said, adding
bilateral military cooperation “should not
“undermine a third party’s interests”.

Washington regularly accuses Beijing-which
says it has built runways on and deployed
unspecified weapons to islands in the South
China Sea-of militarizing the area. Beijing denies
the accusations and says US patrols have
ramped up tensions. “Now, the United States has
come back, and is reinforcing its military pres-
ence in this region and promoting militarization
in the South China Sea,” Yang said.

Beijing acknowledges that the facilities on its
new islands will have military as well as civilian
purposes. China’s comments came as Malaysia
accused “a large number” of Chinese fishing
trawlers and a coast guard vessel of entering its
waters, understood to be last week. Kuala
Lumpur said China’s envoy to Malaysia was
summoned on Thursday “to seek clarification as
well as to register Malaysia’s concerns over the
matter”. — Agencies

Gunmen kidnap four Malaysian ship crew

SAN MARCELINO: US Marine MK-58 Hawker Hunter fighter jets flying over an assault amphibious vehicle (AAV) during an
amphibious landing exercise as part of annual joint US-Philippines naval exercises facing the South China Sea at a naval training
center ON October 9, 2015. — AFP

SYDNEY: The former British colony of
Australia wants Britain to stay in the
European Union,  Foreign Minister
Julie Bishop said, weeks before Britain
holds a referendum on EU member-
ship.

Bishop told repor ters  in
Washington that “a strong UK as part
of the European Union would be in
Australia’s interests”, according to the
Australian Associated Press. Bishop
said that  she told Br it ish Pr ime
M inister  David Cameron of  the
Australian position at a meeting in
Washington on the sidelines of the
Nuclear Security Summit, AAP said.
Britain holds a referendum on EU
membership on June 23.  Br itain’s
entr y into the Common Market in
1973 was widely considered a betrayal
in Australia, upending decades of tra-

dition and a host of tariff agreements.
But now Britain takes only 2.5 percent
of Australia’s exports,  while China
takes more than 31 percent.

Supporters of Britain’s exit from the
European Union argue that “family
ties” with Commonwealth members
such as Australia could compensate
for the partial loss of Europe’s 444 mil-
l ion customers.  David Davis,  a
Conser vative MP and die -hard
eurosceptic, outlined their ambitions
in a recent exhaustive speech. “This is
an opportunity to renew our strong
relationships with Commonwealth and
Anglosphere countries,” he said. “These
parts of the world are growing faster
than Europe. We share history, culture
and language. We even share similar
legal systems. The usual barriers to
trade are largely absent.” — Reuters
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RICHMOND: A woman who dated the
Virginia bus station gunman says he fre-
quently expressed his hatred toward
police and once nearly choked her to
death after she broke up with him.

A former girlfriend of James Brown III
spoke to The Associated Press on the
condition of anonymity because she
said she fears for her safety.  Court
records show that a judge granted a

protection order against Brown in 2011
by his ex-girlfriend’s request. Brown
pleaded guilty in 2012 to domestic bat-
tery and aggravated battery of pregnant
woman. He was released from prison in
March 2014.

Authorities said Brown shot Virginia
state trooper Chad Dermyer at a
Richmond bus station Thursday before
being killed by two other troopers. — AP

Ex-girlfriend says bus station
gunman hated police officers

CHITRAL: Russian national who went to
Pakistan in search of a wife has been arrest-
ed and is being questioned by intelligence
agencies, officials said yesterday.

Apelgans Viacheslov, a 28-year-old from
Moscow, had put up posters in the north-
ern district of Chitral advertising his dream
of marrying a local woman and offering a
one million rupees ($9,550) reward to any-
body who could help him achieve it, dis-
trict police chief Asif Iqbal said.

“The Russian national had embraced
Islam for his dream and his new name is
Turud Ali,” he told AFP, saying the poster
featured a picture of the Russian and the
address of the hotel he was staying at. The
Russian was arrested for failing to register
with Chitral police station, as foreigners are

required to do for security reasons when
visiting the area, Iqbal said.

A local security official confirmed the
arrest. “He said he wants to marry a local
woman and settle here,” the security official
told AFP, asking not to be named. He said a
joint investigation team of the police and
intelligence agencies has been formed to
investigate the Russian.

The security official said the man also
visited Chitral last December. Officials did
not say why intelligence agencies were
questioning him. Chitral, a remote district
bordering Afghanistan, is a tourist hotspot
famous for its landscape and for being
home to the Kalash people, an animistic
tribe and Pakistan’s smallest religious
minority. — AFP

Pakistan arrests Russian 
seeking bride in north

JOHANNESBURG: An anti-
apartheid activist jailed alongside
Nelson Mandela called on Jacob
Zuma to step down, adding pres-
sure on South Africa’s president to
quit after a court ruled he acted
dishonestly over improper state
spending at his private home.

Echoing similar calls from oppo-
sition parties, Ahmed Kathrada said
in a letter published on Saturday
that Zuma’s resignation would give
the country ’s government the
chance to recover from “a crisis of
confidence”. “In the face of such
persistently widespread criticism,
condemnation and demand, is it
asking too much to express the
hope that you will choose the cor-
rect way that is gaining momen-
tum, to consider stepping down?”
Kathrada asked in the letter, dated
March 31.

Mandela and Kathrada were
among eight African National
Congress (ANC) activists sentenced
to life imprisonment after being
convicted of trying to overthrow

the apartheid government during
the 1963-1964 Rivonia Trial. South
Africa’s top court on Thursday held
that Zuma had failed to uphold the
constitution by ignoring instruc-
tions to pay back some of the $16
million in state funds spent on ren-
ovations at his sprawling residence
at Nkandla.

In a televised address to the
nation on Friday evening, 73-year-
old Zuma apologised and said he
would pay back some of the mon-
ey, as ordered, and that he never
knowingly or deliberately set out to
violate the constitution. He made
no reference to calls for him to
resign, led domestically by
Democratic Alliance leader Mmusi
Maimane and the Economic
Freedom Fighters party led by
Julius Malema.

The opposition also launched
impeachment proceedings against
Zuma but these are unlikely to be
successful because of the ANC’s
strong majority in parliament. The
ANC’s top leadership said it was

united behind its leader, though the
86-year-old Kathrada’s intervention
may carry weight within the party,
which has governed the country
since apartheid ended in 1994.

The calls for Zuma to quit domi-
nated local newspaper headlines
and got high-profile play abroad.
“It is a shame that the ANC is allow-
ing its moral and political authority

to be so grievously eroded by
Zuma, instead of bringing his cor-
rupt presidency to an end,” The
New York Times wrote in an editori-
al  on Friday. The scandal is
arguably the biggest yet to hit
Zuma, who has fended off accusa-
tions of corruption, influence ped-
dling and rape since before he
took office in 2009. — Reuters

JOHANNESBURG: Anti-apartheid activist Ahmed Kathrada. — AP
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MADRID: Spanish officials say seven
people have died in a crash between
two cars near the northern city of
Figueres, 25 kilometers south of the
border with France. The coll ision
occurred early yesterday at Pont de
Molins on the outskirts of Figueres, the
regional government of Cataloniaís traf-
fic department said on its Twitter
account. 

The Interior Ministry said all five

occupants of a car with French license
plates were killed when it was hit side-
on by another car in which two occu-
pants died and one was seriously
injured. The ministry said not all the
occupants had been identified but
Spanish officials were in contact with
French and Moroccan consulates. Carles
Puigdemont, president of Catalonia,
offered his ‘condolences and solidarity
to the victims.’ — AP

7 killed, 1 seriously injured in
northeast Spain car crash


