
BERLIN: Austria plans to deploy soldiers
at the Brenner border with Italy to stem
an expected increase in migrants trying
to get to northern Europe, Defense
Minister Hans Peter Doskozil told a
German newspaper yesterday.

Austria, which has broken ranks with
Germany in handling Europe’s migrant
crisis by imposing border restrictions,
has previously said it is preparing to
introduce tighter controls if needed. But

the minister’s choice of words appears
to have intensified the discourse.

“As the EU’s external borders are not
yet effectively protected, Austria will
soon ramp up strict border controls.
That means massive border controls on
at the Brenner (Pass), and with soldiers,”
Doskozil told Die Welt daily. Soldiers
could support border protection and
also help with registration of migrants,
aid the humanitarian effort and assist

with deportations, he said.
A spokesman for Doskozil was not

immediately available to comment.
Doskozil also reiterated his call for a civ-
il-military European Union mission to
suppor t the bloc ’s border agency
Frontex where needed at external bor-
ders, possibly in Greece, Bulgaria or
Italy.

With the main migrant route through
the Balkans and Austria largely closed,

due largely to Austrian border restric-
tions,  Vienna fears new routes wil l
develop through Bulgaria or Albania as
Mediterranean crossings to Italy from
Libya resume.

On Monday,  a deal takes effect
between the EU and Turkey which is
aimed at stopping the flow of migrants
to Europe in return for political and
financial rewards for Ankara, sealing off
the main route by which a mil l ion

migrants crossed the Aegean into
Greece last year.

“We expect strong use to be made of
the central Mediterranean route in the
coming weeks,” said Doskozil. “Last week
alone, 5,000 refugees came via the cen-
tral Mediterranean route. When the
weather gets better, these numbers will
increase strongly,” he added. The Austrian
army is already helping police handle
migrants at its borders. —Reuters
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IDOMENI: Migrants and refugees go about their daily life on the rail tracks in
the makeshift camp at the Greek-Macedonian border. Migrant returns from
Greece to Turkey will begin on April 4, 2016 under the terms of an EU deal
that has worried aid groups. —AFP

BRUSSELS: When Ibrahim El Bakraoui
blew himself up in the Brussels Airport
check-in area, killing and maiming
scores of travelers, it was at least the
third time he had passed unimpeded
through an airport terminal in recent
months.

Suspected by Turkey of being a “for-
eign terrorist fighter” and known at
home in Belgium as an ex-con wanted
for parole violations, Bakraoui was still
allowed to board a commercial airliner
unaccompanied last summer, flying
freely from Istanbul to the Netherlands
and disappearing without a trace.

The ease with which he did so raises
questions about how much govern-
ments know about the movements of
returnees among the 5,000 home-
grown jihadis who have trained and
fought in places like Syria or Iraq. Many
now pose a “serious threat,” according
to the police agency Europol. Some,

like Bakraoui, have already used their
deadly skills in cities like Brussels or
Paris.

Security gaps
Testimony from government minis-

ters, extracts of documents and con-
versations with police, border and avi-
ation officials reveal a series of security
gaps, misunderstandings and proce-
dural red-tape that surrounded the
deportation last July of this future sui-
cide bomber.

Even those who take some respon-
sibility for missing the threat Bakraoui
posed find it hard to understand why
his capture raised no alarms. This was a
man picked up by Turkish authorities
in Gaziantep near Syria, who had done
jail time in Belgium for armed robbery,
including shooting at police with a
Kalashnikov.

“We are talking about someone

with a 10-year conviction, who spent a
few years in prison, then traveled via
Turkey to the Syrian border,” Belgian
Interior Minister Jan Jambon said on
March 25, as lawmakers probed for
security shortfalls three days after the
Brussels attacks left 32 people dead.
“You don’t have to have worked long
on terrorism to conclude from all this
that there is a very high probability -
90 percent, 99 percent, take your pick -
that we are dealing with a foreign
fighter,” he said.

Bakraoui may be just one case
among many. Turkey has deported
around 3,250 suspected “foreign ter-
rorist fighters” since 2011 - a number
that does not include those turned
back before making it to Syria, accord-
ing to its foreign ministry. Turkey’s gov-
ernment says Belgium made no extra-
dition request for Bakraoui when it
learned on June 26 that he was in

Turkey, leaving him free to travel any-
where in Europe.

“It was obvious that he was affiliat-
ed and involved in the conflict zones,
and he was wounded. That is the rea-
son why he was deported. And this is
the information that was communicat-
ed to Belgium,” President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan told CNN in an interview
aired Thursday.

Communications issues
Bakraoui is not the only case to fall

through the communications gap. In
September 2014, just over a year
before Bakraoui’s trip to Amsterdam,
three French jihadis who said they
were defecting from the Islamic State
group were able to buy tickets to
Marseille, fly together unescorted and
walk out of customs as free men, one
of their lawyers, Pierre Dunac, said.

According to France’s interior min-

istry, they were detained in Turkey for
visa violations - although they were
wanted men back home. Before set-
ting out for Syria, two of them were
associated with Mohamed Merah, the
Islamic extremist who killed seven
people in the south of France in 2012.

Amid a government uproar, the
three turned themselves in to French
police and have been behind bars
ever since, facing terrorism charges.
As for Bakraoui, what he did while in
Turkey and what he would go on to
do in Brussels would remain a mystery
to Belgian authorities for quite some
time.

He disappeared off their radar last
May and only popped back up on
June 26, when Turkey notified
Belgium that he had been picked up
two weeks earlier near the Syrian bor-
der. More than two weeks would go
by without a Belgian response. Then,

on the morning of July 14, Turkey’s
foreign ministry sent an advisory to
Belgian and Dutch authorities that
Bakraoui was booked on a 10:40 a.m.
Pegasus Airlines flight in Istanbul,
bound for Amsterdam.

The Dutch justice ministry said the
deportation warning was sent to a
Turkish-language electronic drop box
that is normally checked twice a day.
The message was prioritized as
urgent, but the subject line read sim-
ply “Itinerary.” It gave no reason for
Bakraoui’s expulsion.

A separate communiquÈ was sent
to a Belgian police liaison officer in
Turkey. When he requested details of
the allegations against Bakraoui, he
was told to make a written request,
which he did the following day. A
reply arrived on July 20, according to
Jambon’s testimony, almost a week
after Bakraoui walked out of

Amsterdam’s Schiphol airport.
Turkish officials, including

Erdogan, maintain they did their job
by warning Belgium that Bakraoui
could be a “foreign terrorist fighter.”
The Belgian government says the
warning failed to include that crucial
detail. “Turkey only explained to us in
January 2016 exactly why this man
was stopped,” Belgian Justice Minister
Koen Geens told lawmakers, though
he conceded “we should have
guessed, based on the place he had
been to.”

For their part, the Dutch said the
Bakraoui case was not handled accord-
ing to the usual protocol. There was no
direct exchange between police in the
two countries, or any indication of ter-
ror links in the notification. In five oth-
er cases with Dutch nationals - all but
one involving suspected travel to Syria
- Turkish authorities followed up the
electronic notification by contacting
Dutch police. The foreign ministry said
Bakraoui’s case seemed to be the only
slip-up of its kind.

Still, a history of violent crime and
a probation violation, as was the case
for Bakraoui, would not necessarily
raise alarms, the ministry said.
Certainly he was not flagged in either
the Interpol or European databases.
“It is clear the procedure is vulnera-
ble,” the Dutch justice ministry said.
Security officials say sometimes their
hands are tied. It ’s hard to prove
whether suspects have even set foot
in Syria, where swathes of the country
are virtually lawless, let alone estab-
lish if  they have committed any
crimes there.

Without proof, “we can go to the
airport and say, ‘We have reason to
believe you have been to Syria. Would
you like to talk about that?’ And if he
says, ‘No, I’ve been visiting friends in
Turkey,’ we have to let him go,” a
European security official said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity due to
the sensitivity of the issue.

What to do
Deportation is not just a one-way

street. More than 82,000 people were
expelled from EU countries in 2012,
mostly migrants, and the procedures
involved were similar to those fol-
lowed in Turkey, according to aviation
officials.

Indeed what’s most surprising is
that little of this is out of the ordinary.
There are no enforceable international
laws governing deportations,  only
guidelines and standards. Intelligence
sharing is virtually non-existent.
European Union agencies are reluc-
tant to share information among
themselves let alone with an outsider
like Turkey, even if it is a candidate to
join the 28-nation bloc.

And when no crime has been com-
mitted on Turkish soil, let alone a trial
held, all must respect the right to the
presumption of innocence and confi-
dentiality. —AP
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BRUSSELS: The notice given to the Dutch government by the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affair,
giving notice of the return of two people on an air flight back to Amsterdam on July 14, 2015. —

ATHENS: Yesterday Greek off ic ials
declined to comment on a report it will
send some 750 migrants back to Turkey
from Monday to kick off a controversial
EU readmissions deal. The report by
state news agency ANA said the opera-
tion would take migrants from the
island of Lesbos to the Turkish port of
Dik i l i  between Monday and
Wednesday. 

“Planning is in progress,” Yiorgos
Kyrits is ,  spokesman for  Greece’s
refugee coordination unit, told AFP,
while declining to comment further.
ANA said EU border agency Frontex
had chartered two Turkish leisure ves-
sels for the purpose, and that Frontex
police would be on hand to escort the
migrants on a one-to-one basis.

Government off ic ials  have been
tight-lipped on the scheme, which has
attracted strong criticism on ethical
grounds from the United Nations
refugee agency and aid groups. Critics
have warned that the Greek registra-
t ion s ites  would become de fac to
detention centres for people slated to
be sent back to Turkey after risking
their lives and spending a small fortune
just to reach Europe.

A Greek government source told
AFP this week that some 400 Frontex
police officers were expected to arrive
over the weekend to participate in the
operation. Parallel to this operation,
Turkey on Monday will begin sending a
f i rst  batch of  refugees direc t ly  to
Germany.

German interior ministry spokesman
Tobias Plate this week said that most of

the arrivals expected Monday would be
famil ies with children,  putting the
number in the “double-digit range”.
Under the EU pac t ,  a l l  i r regular
migrants  who have landed on the
Greek is lands s ince March 20 face
being sent back to Turkey-although the
deal calls for each case to be examined
individually. 

And for every Syrian refugee sent
back, another Syrian refugee will be
resettled from Turkey to the EU, with
the numbers capped at 72,000.  Athens
has struggled to manage the influx,
whi le  hundreds of  migrants  have
drowned crossing the Aegean from
Turkey to the Greek islands. 

Clashes among migrants  and
refugees have broken out at Greek
faci l i t ies.  On Fr iday hundreds of
migrants walked out of a registration
centre on the island of Chios following
fresh violence, prompting a leading
medical charity to pull out its staff.

Over 52,000 refugees and migrants
seeking to reach northern Europe are
already stuck in Greece after Balkan
states sealed their borders.  Hundreds
more continue to land on the Greek
islands on a daily basis, despite the EU
deal, which was approved by the Greek
parliament in a vote Friday. 

Amnesty International this week
said there were “fatal flaws” in the EU’s
migrant deal. The rights group said its
research in the south of Turkey sug-
gested the country was forcing around
a hundred Syrians including women
and children to return home on a daily
basis. —AFP
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KINSHASA: The UN peacekeeping
mission in Democratic Republic of
Congo said late on Friday that it has
received allegations of sexual abuse
against  Tanzanian peacekeepers
based in Congo’s northeast, the latest
in a series of such accusations against
UN forces.

The mission said in a statement
that it  received the al legations
against  members of  i ts  Force
Intervention Brigade, tasked with
offensive operations, in the village of
Mavivi on March 23 and immediately
launched an investigation.

“Initial results suggest that there is
evidence of transactional sex and sex
with minors,” the statement said.
“There are also a number of paternity
claims.” The statement did not say
how many cases of abuse had been
alleged or provide any further details

about the accusations. 
UN peacekeeping missions have

been beset by accusations of sexual
abuse. The United Nations reported
99 such al legations against  staff
members across the UN system last
year.

The United Nations said this week
that it has expanded an investigation
into new allegations of sexual abuse
by foreign peacekeepers in Central
African Republic. UN officials said
they have inter viewed some 108
alleged victims, most of them minors.
The UN peacekeeping mission in
Congo, which was init ial ly put in
place during a civil  war that took
place in 1998-2003, is the world’s
largest ,  with around 20,000 uni-
formed personnel.  The Security
Council renewed its mandate earlier
this week for one year. —Reuters
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GARISSA: Kenyans yesterday commemorated the
first anniversary of a terrorist attack that killed 148
people, mostly students, at a university in Garissa
in the country’s worst massacre since 1998. Four
gunmen from the Shebab, Al-Qaeda’s East Africa
branch, raided Garissa University College on April
2 last year, shooting students dead in their dormi-
tories and then rounding up and executing scores
more in a hall of residence.

It was the worst terrorist attack to hit Kenya
since Al-Qaeda bombed the US embassy in
Nairobi in 1998, killing 213 people. Yesterday, a
group of some 100 people wearing T-shirts with

peace slogans gathered in Garissa, 365 kilometers
northeast of the capital Nairobi, to participate in a
run in honor of the victims.

“We stand with the parents, we want to tell
them that together as a country, from the north to
the south, west to east, Muslims and Christians...
together we must fight terror,” said Garissa MP
Aden Duale, who took part in the run. Wheelchair-
bound Farah Ali, a Garissa resident, pushed him-
self along the five-kilometer course to show
“strength in solidarity” with the victims.

Other remembrance ceremonies were held in
dozens of schools and universities across Kenya,

including in the central town of Eldoret where
hundreds of attack survivors relocated to continue
their studies. Garissa university reopened in
January but few of the former students were will-
ing to return.

Vigils 
Prayers and candlelight vigils were due to be

held later in the day in Garissa and Nairobi, led by
government officials. Government involvement in
the anniversary commemorations contrast starkly
with the days following the attack itself when it
was left to ordinary folk to organize memorial vig-
ils. The security response to Garissa was-as during
an assault on Nairobi’s Westgate mall in 2013 —
strongly criticized by many Kenyans. It took 16
hours for a special anti-terror unit to bring the
attack to an end, with their deployment slowed by
a senior police officer who had commandeered
the force aero plane for a family excursion.

As with Westgate there has been no public
enquiry into what went wrong. Kenya has suffered
at the hands of Shebab since sending troops into
neighboring Somalia to fight the jihadists in 2011. 

Terrorist attacks have been frequent and dead-
ly while in Somalia, Kenyan soldiers have been
killed and their commanders accused of war profi-
teering through involvement in charcoal and sug-
ar smuggling.

In January, Kenya suffered what is thought to
be its worst-ever military loss when an army out-
post in southern Somalia was overrun by Shebab
fighters. Some estimate that as many as 180 sol-
diers died in the El-Adde raid but the government
has so far refused to give any numbers or name
the dead. —AFP
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GARISSA: Yesterday workers mount a plaque as they work on the memorial for the
victims of last year’s terrorist attack that killed 148 people at the campus of Garissa
University College. —AFP
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BFM TV PARIS: Salah Abdeslam, the Paris
attacks suspect who was arrested in
Brussels last month, refused to blow him-
self up on the day of the attacks, his broth-
er Mohamed told French news channel
BFM TV. Abdeslam, who will be extradited
to France, has renewed an offer to cooper-
ate with French authorities investigating
the Nov. 13 attacks that killed 130 people,
his lawyer said this week. “There would
have been more victims had I done it,”

Salah Abdeslam told his brother. “Luckily, I
couldn’t go through with it.”

After his arrest in Brussels on March 18,
Abdeslam answered some investigators’
questions but then exercised his right to
silence following the suicide bombings in
Brussels on March 22 that killed 32 peo-
ple. Investigators believe the attacks in
Paris and Brussels were carried out by mil-
itants from the same Islamic State net-
work. —Reuters
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