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MUMBAI:  Aggressive opening batsman
Chris Gayle usually hogs the headlines
but West Indies’ advance to the World
Twenty20 final against England has
shown they are by no means a one-man
band, according to batsman Lendl
Simmons.

Gayle scored an unbeaten century in
the Caribbean side’s first pool match
against England, which set up their suc-
cessful run chase of 183, reaching the
target with 11 balls to spare in Mumbai.
Since then, he has scored nine further
runs.

He was dismissed for five in the semi-
final against India before Simmons
smashed 82 from 51 balls, while Andre
Russell scored 43 from 20 to guide their
side into Sunday’s showdown with Eoin
Morgan’s team in Kolkata on Sunday.

“I think England will certainly be
aware that it’s not a one-man show in
this team,” Simmons told reporters.

“Chris Gayle didn’t get off but we still
managed to get over the line and it was
a big total.

“Even when he didn’t perform, we
were still able to get up and fight and
that shows a lot of character from our
players.”

The team have needed to rely on
their character and collective will after a
turbulent few months in which they
have been pilloried for their performanc-
es in test matches and one day interna-
tionals.

They have also been galvanised by
yet another bitter pay dispute with their
board, who less than two months ago
threatened to send a second string side

to the tournament in India unless the
squad accepted their offer.

Since Gayle’s blistering start to the
tournament, others have assumed the
mantle of trying to chase down the totals
they have been set in all five games.

Andre Fletcher scored 84 not out in
their seven-wicket win over Sri Lanka,
while Johnson Charles (32) and Marlon
Samuels (43) saw them to a three-wicket
win over South Africa.

“Every one of our players are match
winners in our team,” Simmons added.
“We have a lot of batting power and I
think we can chase any run total, we
always back ourselves to chase totals.”

That confidence has also been evi-
dent in Morgan’s side after they comfort-
ably accounted for New Zealand in the
other semi-final, with man of the match

Jason Roy epitomising the aggressive
attitude that has filtered through the
team.

That aggression, and confidence,
made them a better outfit than the
England team that won the World
Twenty20 in 2010, according to the cap-
tain of that side, Paul Collingwood.

“In the past our line-up probably had
one or two players that were real match-
winners, this team is full of match-win-
ners,” Collingwood told the ECB website.
“These guys are mentally different to
what we used to be. ‘Who dares wins’ is
pretty much the motto.

“We probably would think, ‘this is a
big game’ and pull back a little bit. It
seems to be the other way round for
these guys, they seem to thrive on the
excitement of the big stage.” — Reuters

We’re not just drummers in the Windies band: Simmons

AUCKLAND: A year after he created
what has been considered New
Zealand’s most memorable cricketing
moment, all-rounder Grant Elliott has
retired from one-day international
cricket.

The 37-year-old Elliott hit a six from
the penultimate ball off South Africa’s
Dale Steyn in the World Cup semi-final
last year to propel New Zealand to their
first World Cup final.  The shot was vot-
ed by the New Zealand public as the
sporting moment of 2015.

“I  have played my last one day
game,” Ell iott told Newshub at
Auckland Airport on Friday after the
New Zealand team returned home from
the World Twenty20 tournament in
India following a semi-final exit.

“But there is three formats. I won’t

be considered for test cricket, I haven’t
seen my test clothing for a few years.
There’s still T20 cricket and my body
feels good.  “I’m going to reassess and
let the dust settle. As long as I’m enjoy-
ing my cricket, I haven’t made a call on
anything yet.  So I’ll just get home and
assess it.”

Originally from South Africa, Elliott
moved to New Zealand to play interna-
tional cricket, making his test debut
against England in 2008 but only com-
peted in five matches in almost two
years. He developed into a successful
limited-overs player but was a surprise
selection in New Zealand’s World Cup
squad last year, having not appeared
for the team in more than 14 months.
He also spent more than two years out
of the side prior to that.  The right-han-

der’s composure was most evident dur-
ing the tournament as New Zealand
went through pool play unbeaten and
his 84 not out against South Africa in
the semi-final typified his influence on
the team.
Elliott also top-scored with 83 in the
final against.

Australia, who won the game at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground by seven
wickets.

His last one-day international was in
February against Australia at Seddon
Park in Hamilton, when he scored his
11th half century.

He finished with 1,976 runs at 34.06
with two centuries.  Elliott was also a
handy slow-medium bowler, who fin-
ished with 39 wickets at 30.23 in his 83
one-day internationals. — Reuters

NZ’s Grant Elliott calls 
time on one-day cricket

Khawaja, Voges, Burns 
earn Australia contracts

SYDNEY:  Usman Khawaja, Adam Voges and Joe Burns were
among seven new players to be handed central contracts yester-
day as Australia rebuild after a series of retirements.

The new players were not on the initial list for the 2016/2017
season announced a year ago but they have since forced their
way into the selectors’ plans.

Nathan Coulter-Nile, John Hastings, Peter Nevill and Peter
Siddle have also been added to the 20-man list as Australia looks
ahead to the home Ashes series starting in late 2017.

“There is a lot of talent within this group and we have confi-
dence that the players chosen can be successful in all three forms
of the game,” chief selector Rodney Marsh said in a statement.

“Following a number of high-profile retirements, we believe
this group of players gives us a healthy blend of youth and experi-
ence to represent Australia at the highest level.” Michael Clarke,
Brad Haddin, Ryan Harris, Mitchell Johnson, Chris Rogers and
Shane Watson all called it quits for Australia last year.

Australian media said batsman Khawaja was expected to
pocket more Aus$1 million ($770,000) from his new contract after
his sparkling form in all three formats.

Burns is reaping the benefits of his ascension to Test opener,
replacing the retired Rogers, which included his man-of-the-
match 170 against New Zealand in Christchurch in February.

Voges, 36, has also been in the runs, making 239 in Wellington
as his Test average temporarily climbed above the great Dan
Bradman’s 99.94. The minimum value of a Cricket Australia con-
tract for the 2016-17 season is Aus$270,000 while any player
awarded an upgrade contract will earn at least Aus$230,000
($176,000), CA said. CA’s contracted players 2016-17: George
Bailey, Joe Burns, Nathan Coulter-Nile, Patrick Cummins, James
Faulkner, Aaron Finch, John Hastings, Josh Hazlewood, Usman
Khawaja, Nathan Lyon, Mitchell Marsh, Shaun Marsh, Glenn
Maxwell, Peter Nevill, James Pattinson, Adam Voges, Peter Siddle,
Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, David Warner. — AFPKOLKATA: England’s captain Eoin Morgan (L) and Moeen Ali (2R) play football with teammates during a training session

ahead of the World T20 final against West Indies at the Eden Gardens stadium in Kolkata yesterday. —  AFP 

KOLKATA: Former Indian cricketer Sourav Ganguly, right,
talks to ICC Head of Event Chris Tetley ahead of the final
match between England and West Indies during the ICC
World Twenty20 2016 cricket tournament in Kolkata,
India, yesterday. — AP 


