
S PORTS
SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2016

WELLINGTON: Defending champi-
ons the Otago Highlanders survived
a scare against the Western Force to
go top of the New Zealand Super
Rugby conference yesterday.

The Highlanders scored four tries
to two in a 32-20 victory but had to
work hard after trailing 14-0 early in
a bruising encounter.  The result
snapped a decade-long winning
streak for the Force in Dunedin,
where the Australians have been an
unlikely bogey team for the
Highlanders.  “They put some pres-
sure on us in the first 30 (minutes)
and we just managed to get some
momentum in the second half. I was

stoked with the way we finished,”
Highlanders co-captain Shane
Christie said.  Going into the match,
the Highlanders had only won three
of nine previous meetings with the
Force, with their last win in Dunedin
way back in February 2006.

But they have maintained last
year’s sparkling form in 2016 and
now have five wins on the trot.

In contrast, the Force have man-
aged only one win from six and were
thumped 53-10 by the Waikato
Chiefs last week.

Coach Michael Foley said before
kick-off that the Australians were
hurting and determined to salvage

some pride in the last match of their
New Zealand road trip.

They backed his tough talk on the
field, racing to a 14-0 lead with two
tries in the first eight minutes.

The first came when fullback Ben
Smith coughed up the ball after
Patrick Osborne threw him a hospital
pass on the line, allowing Dane
Haylett-Petty to swoop in.

Then Ben McCalman’s run split
the Highlanders’ much-vaunted
defence after centre Ben Tapuai held
off two tacklers to set him up with a
one-handed offload.  Osborne made
up for his earlier blunder to put the
Highlanders on the board in the

16th minute, crossing from out wide
after a sweeping backline move.
They levelled at 14-all against the
run of play when flanker Dan Pryor
found himself in the right place after
Osborne launched a run from deep
within his own half.

The New Zealanders used their
counter-attacking skills again to take
the lead when Matt Faddes chased
down a chip kick for the Highlanders’
third try.

Osborne had another try disal-
lowed but helped seal the game four
minutes from time when he made
yet another break to set up Jason
Emery for a five-pointer. —AFP

Highlanders end Force jinx to go top

NAIROBI: Kenya’s Olympic chief warned
yesterday the east African track giants
were in danger of  missing Rio after
politicians failed to pass a law criminalis-
ing sports doping ahead of a key dead-
line.  The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) gave Kenya until April 5 to tight-
en its anti-doping law and provide fund-
ing for a proposed Anti-Doping Agency
of Kenya (ADAK), after Nairobi missed an
earlier February 14 deadline.  Kenyan
lawmakers on Wednesday held the pre-
liminary reading of a bill criminalising
sports doping, but then went on recess,
making it impossible to pass the bill into
law by the Tuesday deadline.

The bill is intended to save Kenyan
athletes from an Olympics ban threat-
ened by IAAF president Sebastian Coe.

Kip Keino,  the Nat ional  Olympic
Committee of Kenya (NOCK) chairman,
said he will  appeal to WADA to give
Kenya more t ime to complete the
process.  “Kenya is in danger of being
locked out of the Olympics,” Keino, him-
self a two-time Olympic 1,500 metre
gold medallist, told AFP. “I am very dis-
appointed with the attitude taken by the
leaders. They don’t get the magnitude of
all this - they have badly let down the
youth of this country.” The proposed
Anti-Doping Bill establishes the anti-
doping agency and proposes a $1,000
(100,000 Kenyan shillings) fine, and/or a
year in jail for athletes caught doping.

Those caught smuggling or adminis-
tering banned substances face a $30,000
(3 million Kenya shillings) fine or a three-

year jail term.  But it will require two fur-
ther parliamentary hearings, possible
committee hearings and presidential
assent before becoming law, a process
that can take months.

When Kenya missed the February
deadline to prove it was doing enough
to combat drug-taking,  Coe said he
would severely  punish any country
guilty of attempting to cover up doping.

Keino said he had been pushing law-
makers to pass a law for years.  “I brought
up the idea in 2013 in South Africa, when
Kenya, Jamaica and USA was under dis-
cussion, and again in 2014,” he added.
“Jamaica and the US were able to resolve
their own cases, leaving Kenya alone in
this thing. It has taken us three years to
get our house in order.” 

Many in Kenya fear  doping is  r i fe
among their top-class runners, who have
been the source of enormous national
pride.

In parliament, Keino has the strong
backing of lawmaker Wesley Korir - a for-
mer Boston 2012 marathon champion
turned politician.  “It is a shame that we
have to go and beg WADA now, and yet
we had a chance to make things right,”
said Korir, who has led efforts in parlia-
ment to push the bill through. 

“The country’s future, whether to par-
ticipate in the Olympics is now under
the mercy of WADA,” said Korir, the first
person to call for doping to be crimi-
nalised in Kenya, after many athletes
were suspended for  drug-related
offences. —AFP

Kenya in ‘danger’ of missing Olympics

BETHLEHEM: Participants run along Israel’s controversial separation barrier, which divides the West Bank from
Jerusalem, in the biblical West Bank town of Bethlehem during the 4th Palestine Marathon yesterday. —AFP

In soccer-mad Brazil, 
fencing targets young

fans for Olympics
RIO DE JANEIRO: Forget Neymar and Pele.  Children in Rio
de Janeiro are lifting their sights and their swords to new
idols as a round of fencing workshops takes to public
schools.

The International Fencing Federation (FIE), together with
Brazilian and state federations, will reach 40 public schools
in March and April, visiting two each day.

The aim of the project is to whip up a following for the
Olympic sport, little known in this soccer-mad nation, as Rio
gears up for the Summer Games in August.  Students take
to the sport well, hoping to emulate the quick-footed
heroes they grew up with in movies, says coach Arno
Schneider.

“Children have that dream of the sword fights that they
see in films, in Zorro, Romeo and Juliet - a duel very similar
to what we have in this sport,” he says.

To see a Reuters photo essay,  please click on
http://reut.rs/1Vb9fdH.  Those taking part in the project
get free tickets to the Fencing Grand Prig and to the
World Championships in the Arena Carioca 3 venue in late
April, an official Olympic test event.  With a newfound
enthusiasm for the sport, 12-year-old Cacique da Silva
Felicia says he will be the first one rooting for Olympic
fencers when the Games come to Brazil.  “I thought it was
really cool, I would like to do it again if there were another
opportunity,” he says. “When (the Games) come to Rio, I’ll
be here cheering for Brazil.” —Reuters


