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KOLKATA: Indian police said yesterday they have detained five
staff at the company building a flyover that collapsed, killing at
least 25 people, as hopes of finding more survivors faded.
Emergency workers using specialist equipment have pulled
nearly 100 people out alive from under the huge concrete slabs
and metal girders that fell onto a busy street in the eastern city
of Kolkata on Thursday, crushing cars and pedestrians.
Yesterday, they said there was little hope of finding any more
survivors under the rubble of the flyover, which had been under
construction since 2009. “The rescue operation will not stop
until all the blocks of concrete and iron girders have been
cleared,” said deputy police commissioner Akhilesh Chaturvedi
as he announced the toll had risen to 25. “Nearly 300 rescuers,
including army and disaster management personnel, are work-
ing around the clock to clear the rubble.”

Police said they had detained five employees of IVRCL, the
contractor behind the construction project, which has denied
responsibility for the disaster in the capital of West Bengal state.
“Five people of the Hyderabad company have been detained
for questioning,” said Kolkata deputy commissioner of police
Akhilesh Chaturvedi, referring to the contractor. Another police
official speaking on condition of anonymity said the five “hold
senior positions in the company”.

Police earlier said they had registered a case of culpable
homicide against the firm, whose offices in Kolkata have been
sealed by investigators. Derek O’Brien, a state lawmaker, said

the company had been blacklisted in other states and had a
“bad reputation”. “The law will take its own course, no one will
be spared,” he told reporters in Kolkata. Construction of the
two-kilometre-long flyover began in 2009 and was supposed to

be completed within 18 months, but has suffered a series of
hold-ups. A company representative infuriated victims on
Thursday when he described the disaster as an “act of God”.

Yesterday, the company appeared again to deny any respon-

sibility for the disaster, and said the construction had been repeat-
edly delayed because it had been unable to get the necessary
approvals. “Prima facie we feel it is a mere accident for which we
also feel very, very sorry,” IVRCL’s legal chief Seetha Peddapathi
told reporters in the southern city of Hyderabad where the com-
pany is based. “IVRCL and its staff will cooperate with the investi-
gations and provide maximum support.” 

‘Gross Negligence’ 
Survivors being treated at a nearby hospital described how

tonnes of metal and concrete came crashing down onto the
busy street without warning. “The flyover collapsed in front of
me. When I tried to escape, I was hit,” said housewife Sabita
Devi. Hospital manager Sitaram Agarwal said many people
were being treated for head and leg injuries sustained in the
disaster. Authorities initially struggled to get cranes and other
large machinery through the narrow streets of Burrabazar, one
of the oldest and most congested parts of the city. The disaster
is the latest in a string of deadly construction accidents in India,
where enforcement of safety rules is weak and substandard
materials are often used. The Times of India said it was “another
brutal reminder of (the) shoddy quality of construction and
gross neglect of public safety in our cities”, calling for a thor-
ough inquiry to determine what went wrong. The construction
firm’s Mumbai-listed shares slid for a second day yesterday,
closing down 9.7 percent at 5.77 rupees a share. —AFP

Indian police detain 5 over flyover collapse

SEOUL/WASHINGTON: North Korea fired
another short-range missile off its east coast yes-
terday, South Korean officials said, as regional
leaders met in Washington to discuss the threat
of Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons program. It
was the latest in a series of North Korean missile
launches during what has been an extended
period of elevated military tension on the
Korean peninsula, triggered by Pyongyang’s
fourth nuclear test on Jan 6. The launch came as
the South Korean coastguard reported that

around 70 fishing vessels had been forced back
to port after GPS navigation issues caused by
North Korean radio-wave jamming.

South Korea’s defence ministry said the sur-
face-to-air missile was fired at around 12:45 pm
(0345 GMT) from the eastern city of Sondok. The
range and precise trajectory could not immedi-
ately be confirmed, a ministry official said. The
South’s Yonhap news agency said it flew 100
kilometres (60 miles) into the East Sea (Sea of
Japan). The launch came in the middle of a two-
day nuclear security summit being hosted by
Barack Obama in Washington, at which North

Korea has been the focus of the US president’s
talks with the leaders of China, South Korea and
Japan.

Obama spoke Thursday of the need to “vigi-
lantly enforce the strong UN security measures”
imposed on the North after its latest nuclear
test and subsequent long-range rocket launch.
Pyongyang’s state media has labelled the sum-
mit a “nonsensical” effort to find fault with the
North’s “legitimate access to nuclear weapons”.
Existing UN sanctions ban North Korea from

conducting any ballistic missile test, although
short-range launches tend to go unpunished.

Last month, the North upped the ante by
test-firing two medium-range missiles, which
were seen as far more provocative given the
threat they pose to neighbours like Japan.
Earlier yesterday, Seoul said North Korea was
using radio waves to jam GPS signals in South
Korea, affecting scores of planes and vessels.
The coastguard said 71 out of 332 fishing boats
that set out for sea yesterday morning had to
return after GPS problems compromised their
navigation systems, Yonhap reported.

“North Korea’s GPS jamming is a clear act of
provocation... we call for an immediate end to
it,” the South’s defence ministry said in a state-
ment. “If North Korea continues its GPS jam-
ming attempts despite our will, we - with close
cooperation with the international community
- make North Korea pay the price,” the state-
ment said without elaborating.

Provocations
In Washington, Obama joined South

Korean President Park Geun-hye and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Thursday, vow-
ing to ramp up pressure on North Korea in
response to its recent nuclear and missile tests.
Meeting on the sidelines of a global nuclear
security summit in Washington, the three lead-
ers recommitted their countries to each others’
defense and warned they could take further
steps to counter threats from Pyongyang.

Obama held separate talks with President
Xi Jinping of China, the closest North Korea has
to an ally, and said they both wanted to see
“full implementation” of the latest United
Nations sanctions against Pyongyang. But Xi
offered no sign that China was prepared to go
beyond its consent to the Security Council
measures imposed in early March. “We are
united in our efforts to deter and defend
against North Korean provocations,” Obama
told reporters after the US-Japan-South Korea
meeting. “We have to work together to meet
this challenge.” 

Relations between Park and Abe have been
frosty in the past, but the two have been
brought together in recent months by shared
concerns about North Korea, which conducted
a fourth nuclear bomb test on Jan 6 and
launched a long-range rocket in February. The
United States has sought to encourage
improved ties between South Korea and Japan,
its two biggest allies in Asia, given worries not
only about North Korea but also an increasing-
ly assertive China. —Agencies

Army MPs slam 
bill on Suu Kyi 
‘advisor’ role

YANGON: Myanmar military MPs yesterday said a plan to bolster
Aung San Suu Kyi’s power with a special advisory role was unconstitu-
tional, as the new civilian government tussled with the army just days
after taking office. The Southeast Asian nation was dominated by the
military for more than half a century until Wednesday when Suu Kyi
and her pro-democracy party took power. The Nobel laureate, whose
party secured a landslide election win in November, has vowed to rule
the country despite a constitutional block on her becoming president.

In a surprise early act of parliamentary business by the new gov-
ernment, Suu Kyi’s party proposed a bill to grant her a special “state
counsellor” position. If passed it would give the 70-year-old a steering
role over parliament, buttressed by the four ministerial posts she
already holds in the new cabinet. But in a sign of early turbulence
between her party and the still hugely influential army, military MPs
challenged the move in an upper house debate yesterday that saw
the bill pass its first legislative hurdle.  Colonel Myint Swe raised fears
the plan would place the “president and the advisor at the same lev-
el”. “This is in opposition to the constitution. So I would like to suggest
the bill be amended according to the constitution,” he told lawmak-
ers. Another army lawmaker, Colonel Hla Win Aung, also decried the
naming of Suu Kyi in the bill and warned it could “destroy” the bal-
ance of power between government branches. The army is reserved a
quarter of all parliamentary seats by a junta-era charter. 

Meanwhile, a prominent political prisoner was released yesterday
after he finished his six-month jail sentence, coincidentally on the day
that Myanmar’s new, democratically-elected government began
working. Patrick Kum Ja Lee’s release was on schedule and not
ordered freed by the new government. But it serves as a reminder that
President Htin Kyaw will soon have to confront the military to free
scores of other political prisoners still in jail for speaking out against its
rule. Many are supporters of Suu Kyi. —AFP

North Korea fires missile, 
tries to jam GPS systems

US, Japan, S Korea warn Pyongyang

North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un visits the Sinhung Machine Plant in
South Hamgyong Province. —AFP

YANGON: Ethnic Kachin activist Patrick Kum Ja Lee
poses for a picture with his wife and prominent
Human Rights activist May Sabe Phyu outside
Insein prison yesterday. —AP

KOLKATA: Relatives of a man killed in a fly-
over bridge collapse mourn next to his body
yesterday, a day after the disaster. —AFP


